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Minutes


Pontypridd Town Council 
Thursday, 30th November 2023 at 6pm
Hybrid Meeting 

Present: 
Councillor J. Brencher (Deputy Presiding Member)

Councillor D. Paul (Town Mayor)

Councillor L. Bengough 
Councillor S. Pritchard

Councillor L. Davies

Councillor S. Carter
Councillor A. Kabid

Councillor E. Griffiths

Councillor C. Morgan

Councillor D. Wood

Councillor S. Presse

Councillor C. Lisles

Councillor L. Tomkinson

Councillor A. Cooper
In attendance:

Tony Graham – Chief Executive / Town Clerk
Carol Hindley – Assistant Town Clerk 

The Deputy Presiding Member chaired the meeting in the absence of The Presiding Member.

50.
Apologies for absence

        Councillors H. Fychan, H. Gronow, C. Thomas, A, Karadog and C. Roberts
Councillor C. Lisles joined the meeting 

51.
Declarations of Members Interest
None.
52.
Well-Being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015
The Chair reminded Members of their duty under the Act.
RESOLVED:

To note the duty imposed by the Act.
Councillor Kabid joined the meeting.

53.
Minutes of Meetings

RESOLVED:

53.1
The minutes of the Policy and Finance Committee held on 12th October 2023 be accepted and adopted.
53.2
The minutes of the Town Council held on 26th October 2023 be approved as a correct record and signed.

53.3
The minutes of the Regeneration, Events and Museum Committee held on 30th October 2023 be accepted and adopted.

53.4
The minutes of the Environment, Land Use and Planning Committee held on 6th November 2023 be accepted and adopted.

Councillor Andrea Cooper joined the meeting.

53.5
The minutes of the Staffing Committee held on 8th October 2023 be accepted and adopted.
53.6
The minutes of the Policy and Finance Committee held on 16th November 2023 be accepted and adopted with an amendment to include the names of the two recipients of the small grants as detailed in previous minutes.
54.

Town Mayor’s Announcements

The Town Mayor advised members that he has had a busy month with Remembrance services being held.
On 28th October he attended the launch the Poppy Appeal at Ynysangharad Park.
The Town Mayor attended the Remembrance Service at Rhydyfelin war memorial on 8th November and he thanked Phil Richards for organising the service.

The Town Mayor also attended the Remembrance Service on Pontypridd Common with the 5th Royal Welsh Regiment on 11th November. He then attended the Remembrance Service at Ynysangharad Park on 12th November organised by RCTCBC and the Town Council. He thanked RCTCBC and the Town Council staff for organising the arrangements. 
The Mayor also attended the Christmas lights switch on event on 24th November. He noted that it was a fantastic evening with a huge attendance. He thanked staff for organising the event and also thanked Santa and Buddy the Elf for entertaining the children. 
55.
Chief Executive’s Report

55.1
 Presentation Morfydd Owen Festival (Oct 2024)
The presentation was postponed to January due to a family bereavement. 
RESOLVED:

To add to the agenda for January 2024.
55.2 
   Approval of Budget/Precept for 2024/25
The Chief Executive provided members with the budget and precept calculation for 2024/25 and explained that it had been presented and agreed at each Committee in the last few weeks. A couple of amendments had been made to the initial draft budget by the Policy & Finance Committee which was now recommending the budget/precept calculation for approval. 

A vote was held and the budget/precept calculation was accepted unanimously. 
RESOLVED:

      
To note the report and confirm that the budget/precept calculation was approved. The Chief Executive was instructed to pass the precept figures in correspondence to RCT CBC.
55.3
Q3 Footfall Figures

The quarter three footfall figures were circulated to all Councillors. 
           
RESOLVED:


To note the report.
55.4
Councillor Allowances – Homeworking and Consumables
Members were provided with the recent correspondence from the Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales (IRPW). The Chief Executive explained that confirmation had been received that the allowances were not taxable, and clarification will be sought as to how the allowance will be paid to Councillors from April 2024. Councillor Presse asked if this year’s allowance had already been received would Councillors be able to claim the tax back. This query will be clarified with One Voice Wales.

RESOLVED:

To note the report and to seek clarification for the payments from April 2024 and possibly reclaiming the tax paid from 2023.
55.5
S137 Expenditure Limit (2024/25) 

The Chief Executive informed Members that the Section 137 payment alters annually, and this alteration is reported to all Town and Community Councils. The amount for 2024/25 has been confirmed by the Welsh Government. However, as the Town Council have exercised the General Power of Competence this expenditure limit is not needed so this item is for information only. 

RESOLVED:

To note the report.
55.6
New Future Generations Commissioner – Cymru Can 
Members were informed that a new Future Generations Commissioner had been appointed and a new strategy has been published. Members were encouraged to read through the strategy. The link for the strategy will be emailed to all Councillors.


RESOLVED:


To note the report. 

Cllr Tomkinson left the meeting.

56.
Planning Applications



Members considered the applications which have been received. 
    

RESOLVED:



To note the planning applications.
To submit an objection for planning application number 23/1097/10 on page 35 of the papers. Councillor Wood will e-mail the Chief Executive with the suggested objections. 

57.
Correspondence Received.


The following correspondence was received:
· Coal Tip Safety
· Minutes from One Voice Wales Committee Meeting on 1st November 2023. 
   
RESOLVED:

To note the correspondence received.
The meeting closed at 6:38 pm
Signed: _______________________________



   Councillor J. Brencher (Deputy Presiding Member)
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