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Minutes


Pontypridd Town Council 
Thursday 25th June 2026 at 6pm
Hybrid Meeting 

Present: 
Councillor C. Roberts (Deputy Presiding Member)

Councillor L. Tomkinson

Councillor C. Morgan

Councillor L. Bengough

Councillor C. Lisles

Councillor D. Paul

Councillor A. Kabid

Councillor S. Carter

Councillor L. Davies
Councillor H. Gronow

Councillor W. Rees

Councillor A. Richards
In attendance:

Tony Graham – Chief Executive/Town Clerk
Keryl Martin – Business Support Officer
Cllr Roberts began the meeting by welcoming Cllr Richards to the Town Council. Cllr Davies also welcomed Cllr Richards to the Council. Cllr Gronow welcomed Cllr Richards and to the Plaid Cymru party and also gave his thanks to Cllr Fychan for all her hard work whilst being a town councillor and wished her every success in her new role.
24.
Apologies for absence

Councillors C. Thomas, A. Karadog, S. Presse, E. Griffiths and S. Pritchard.
25.
Declarations of Members Interest

None.
26.
Well-Being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015
The Chair reminded Members of their duty under the Act.
RESOLVED:

To note the duty imposed by the Act.
27.
Minutes of Meetings

RESOLVED:

27.1
The minutes of the Policy and Finance Committee held on 14th May 2026 be accepted and adopted.

27.2
The minutes of the Town Council held on 21st May 2026 be approved as a correct record and signed.

20.2
The minutes of the Policy and Finance Committee held on 11th June 2026 be accepted and adopted.


28.
Town Mayor Announcements
As Mayor, my first event took place on Tuesday, June 2, organised by Rhydyfelin Community Centre Bingo group, where I regularly volunteer. The warm welcome I received was extraordinary and memorable. It is an incredible honour, and it means a lot to me. Everyone enjoyed our time together, and the cake served was delicious. I would like to extend my thanks to Maureen Webber, Susan, Carol, Loretta, Simon, and Lisa for their arrangements.

My second event was the 44th Falkland Memorial on Saturday, June 6, to which I was cordially invited by the Welsh Guards Association, East Glamorgan Branch, Pontypridd. The event honours the young soldiers who lost their lives for the freedom of the Falkland Islands in 1982, as well as other fallen soldiers from the Pontypridd area who have given their lives in conflicts worldwide.

The third event I attended was hosted by Hawthorn Neighbourhood Watch on June 6. This event celebrated Volunteering Week and the completion of the Village Green area by the Neighbourhood Watch. Volunteers were presented with certificates and gifts by Cllr Cathy Lisles, recognising the incredible work they do. They have been a source of inspiration for me, and I appreciate Cathy for initiating such a wonderful recognition.

My fourth event was at the Bangladesh Centre in Cardiff, organised by Bangladeshi Residents’ Family and Friends in Cardiff. Around 150 people attended this community gathering. Everyone enjoyed the traditional food and took the time to celebrate community champions for their service. It was a great opportunity to catch up and network with members of the community.
Cllr Gronow apologised to the Mayor on behalf of the Albion Colliery Disaster Group as they would have liked him to have attended their event but unfortunately the invite was not sent due to a technical glitch.
29.
Chief Executive’s Report
29.1
Amended Earmarked Reserves 2026-27

Members were provided with an amended copy of the earmarked reserves which had adjusted figures from the version agreed previously in the Policy and Finance Committee. The amendment was due to a calculation/addition error in the previous version and members were asked to note and approve the amended version.
RESOLVED:

To note and approve the amended version.
29.2
Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), Audit and Accounts 2025-26
Following the recent internal audit, the Annual Return documentation together with the Accounts for the Year Ended 31st March 2026 were provided to Members. The documentation is to be completed, signed and certified by 30th June 2026 to enable it to be sent to external auditors (Audit Wales).


Background


These papers are put before Council for consideration and completion.

The Council is responsible for ensuring that its accounts are properly prepared, published and audited. The Chief Executive, who is also the Responsible Financial Officer, ensures that the accounts are prepared and Internal Auditors (BPU) check that the Council has prepared its accounts properly and that they agree with the Council’s records. As internal auditors, BPU sign a section of the report confirming all our financial activities are being conducted appropriately and in accordance with legislation and our Financial Regulations.

The External Auditor performs its statutory responsibilities through the examination of the accounts or Annual Return and by responding to any issues raised by members of the public. The Public Audit (Wales) Act gives members of the public certain rights relating to the accounts and the audit. They may inspect the accounts and related records or contact the external auditor. Audit Wales will ensure that the Town Council has effective financial checks and balances in place and prepares the accounts properly. 

There are two pieces of legislation that govern the accounting of public funds managed by the Town Council and these are the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 and the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014. The requirement for local Councils to prepare accounts annually and to subject them to external audit comes from the Act. Each year Audit Wales prepares the Annual Return for Councils to use when submitting their accounting statement. 

The purpose of the statutory Annual Governance and Accountability Report (AGAR) are to:

· Report the annual accounting statement of the Council.

· Certify that the Council has discharged its statutory duties in relation to its financial affairs.

· Record the external auditor has fulfilled its statutory responsibilities. 

Current Position and Internal Controls 

Members noted the Council’s Internal Audit report prepared by BPU Chartered Accountants and that the eleven areas considered have all received a positive response. 

Members were reminded, in addition to the internal and external audits, 3 nominated Council Members undertake an internal control review. The Policy and Finance Committee receives details of the budgets against actual payments (quarterly) along with details of payments made (monthly). Further financial controls include the annual review of the Council’s Standing Orders and Financial Regulations. These were most recently reviewed by Members at the AGM in May.

The Chief Executive completed the relevant governance section of the annual return accordingly having asked Members to agree each of the statements as accurately reflecting the position of the Town Council. 

Completion of the Annual Return

Members were referred to the Annual Return documentation. Members were asked to specifically consider each page of this document. Members noted the financial detail, being the Council’s income and expenditure balance sheet, for the financial year to 31st March 2026. This information will be attached to the Annual Return 2025/26 together with the comments of BPU Chartered Accountants. Once finalised and agreed by Members all papers will be forwarded to the external auditors (Audit Wales). 

Members noted and agreed the Annual Return and that the Chief Executive/Responsible Financial Officer will certify the relevant part of the document, along with the Deputy Presiding Member, by signing and dating the approval and certification section. Members also noted that the internal audit confirmation has been completed by the appropriate authorised person at BPU Chartered Accountants. 
RESOLVED:

(a) To note the report. 

(b) To note the Council’s internal controls and the outcome of the reviews.

(c) The statements as detailed in the Annual Governance Statements were considered and each of the questions were considered and agreed following full consideration of the same.

(d) Subject to the above, the following documents, statements and notes were agreed and approval for certification was given:

(i) The accounting statements including details of income and expenditure for the year ending 31st March 2026.

(ii)  It was certified that the above has been undertaken and completed 




 correctly.

(e) Having considered the Annual Return, to authorise the Presiding Member and the Chief Executive, as Responsible Financial Officer, to complete, sign and date the Annual Return and forward the document and any additional information requested to the External Auditor by the required date.

(f) To publish details on the Council’s website and any other action required regarding inspection.
Cllr Davies asked for her thanks to be placed on record to TG, CH and KM for all the hard work that they do everyday to ensure that the financial accounts are accurate and up to date. Cllr Lisles and Cllr Gronow echoed what Cllr Davies said.


The Chief Executive also asked for his thanks to be placed on record to CH and KM for all their hard work.

29.3
Maesycoed Governing Body – Vacancy


The Chief Executive reminded members that this decision was deferred from the AGM, and Members were asked to nominate an individual (who does not have to be a Councillor) to serve as the minor authority governor at the school.

Cllr Davies nominated Natasha Jose who has already expressed that she would be interested in this role. There were no other nominations.


RESOLVED:
To appoint Natasha Jose as minor authority governor for Maesycoed Primary School.

29.4
Election – Town Ward


The Chief Executive advised members that the election for the Town Ward following Heledd Fychan’s election to the Senedd was due to take place on 16th July 2026. However as only one person was nominated Cllr Richards was elected in an uncontested election.


RESOLVED:


To note the report and to welcome Cllr Richards to the Town Council.
29.5
Upper Gallery Consultants Tenders/Welsh Government Grant Update

The Chief Executive reminded Members that the Town Council had previously received a grant offer from Welsh Government for the refurbishment of the Upper Gallery. Due to the departure of the Museum Manger the Chief Executive was instructed to obtain quotes from various consultancy firms to oversee the project. Members were provided with the tender review report which has been submitted to Welsh Government along with a request that WG provide a further sum for consultants fees in addition to the original grant. Members were advised they will be kept up to date on the progress. 


RESOLVED:


To note the report.
30.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS



Members considered the applications which have been received.



RESOLVED:




To note the planning applications.
23

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 



The following correspondence was received:
· OVW RCT, Merthyr and Caerphilly area meeting minutes – 08.04.26
      

RESOLVED:

To note the correspondence.

The meeting closed at 6:48 pm
Signed: _______________________________



   Councillor C. Roberts (Deputy Presiding Member)
Council – 25th June 2026
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