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Minutes


Pontypridd Town Council 
Thursday 23rd July 2026 at 6pm
Hybrid Meeting 

Present: 
Councillor C. Thomas (Presiding Member)
Councillor C. Roberts 
Councillor L. Tomkinson

Councillor C. Morgan

Councillor L. Bengough

Councillor C. Lisles

Councillor D. Paul

Councillor A. Kabid

Councillor S. Carter

Councillor L. Davies
Councillor H. Gronow

Councillor S. Pritchard
Councillor A. Karadog

Councillor S. Presse

Councillor S. Powderhill

Councillor J. Brencher

Councillor A. Richards
In attendance:

Tony Graham – Chief Executive/Town Clerk
Keryl Martin – Business Support Officer
32.
Apologies for absence

Councillor W. Rees.
33.
Declarations of Members Interest
Councillors L. Tomkinson, C. Morgan, S. Presse, C. Lisles, C. Thomas & H. Gronow all declared personal interests in item 7.5 as they know one of the partners (Roly Poly Events).
Councillor S. Pritchard declared a personal interest in item 7.2 as he is a trustee of the foodbank.

34.
Well-Being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015
The Chair reminded Members of their duty under the Act.
RESOLVED:

To note the duty imposed by the Act.
35.
Minutes of Meetings

RESOLVED:

35.1
The minutes of the Town Council held on 25th June 2026 be approved as a correct record and signed.


Cllr Lisles advised that she gave her apologies for the Regeneration, Events & Museum Committee meeting on 6th July and the Policy and Finance Committee meeting on 9th July but her apologies have not been added to the minutes.
35.2
The minutes of the Regeneration, Events & Museum Committee held on 6th July 2026 be accepted and adopted subject to the above amendment. 
35.3
The minutes of the Policy and Finance Committee held on 9th July 2026 be accepted and adopted subject to the above amendment.


36.
Town Mayor Announcements
On June 20th, I joined this year’s Armed Forces Day Picnic in Pontypridd Park where I had the chance to meet the MP, High Sheriff of Mid Glamorgan, Councillors, Veterans, Armed Forces families and the Commissioners who stands up for the veterans in Wales. It was a fun and pleasant day for everyone who joined. I extend my gratitude to Rhondda Cynon Taff Council for the invitation. 
I regularly volunteer for Treforest Bingo Group as a ‘Bingo caller’ and on July 1st, they arranged a Tea and Cake party. It is a great honour for me as the mayor and a resident to be part of this community. 

I also attended the Funeral of the Late Gwen Williams on Friday July 3rd at Glyntaff Crematorium. She was a Town Councillor from Treforest and Town Mayor for the year 2010-11. She worked hard for the community and was a great source of inspiration. My thoughts are with her family during this difficult time. 
I was happy to attend the Jazz Festival Poster Competition on July 17th at Pontypridd Museum. Out of all the entries, six winners were selected, although everyone was on the same level. I was amazed by their talent, creativity, and potential, and convey my best wishes for their future. 
The mayor also informed members that he would like to add another charity to his chosen charities and the charity will be Velindre Cancer Centre. 

Cllr Thomas asked to note that the Council’s condolences and thoughts to the family and friends of Gwen Wiliams as a previous Town Councillor.
37.

Chief Executive’s Report
37.1
Delegated Authority to Leader/Chief Executive

Members were asked for authority to be given to the Leader/Chief Executive to make any emergency decisions that fall outside the Chief Executive’s delegated authority during the summer recess and that any such decisions will be reported back to Council in September.
RESOLVED:

To note the report and provide the requested authority.
37.2
Pontypridd Foodbank Report Apr-Jun 2026
Members were provided with the latest quarterly report from Pontypridd Foodbank for them to review. 

RESOLVED:


To note the report.
37.3
Town of Culture 2028

The Chief Executive was delighted to inform members that Pontypridd has been shortlisted as one of fifteen towns for the inaugural Town of Culture 2028. The Chief Executive informed members that himself and the Leader have been appointed to the project Management Team representing the Town Council. The Chief Executive gave members an update on the next steps of the process.

Members were all very supportive and offered their thanks to the Leader and the Chief Executive for all the work they have done so far.
RESOLVED:
To note the report and confirm the Leader and Chief Executive may provide the required support for the development of the full bid. 
37.4
Upper Gallery Refurbishment

Members were reminded that a grant has been awarded by Welsh Government for the refurbishment of the Upper Gallery in the Museum. Following the departure of NB it was agreed to appoint consultants to oversee the project and additional funding was sought from Welsh Government to cover those costs. 

The Chief Executive was pleased to inform members that the Town Council has received an updated grant award letter from Welsh Government with the costs mentioned above included. Members were informed that the Policy and Finance Committee have noted the amended offer letter and confirmed that the Chief Executive and Leader may sign any documents as required and commence the project. 

Cllr Davies proposed that Council endorse the decisions of the Policy and Finance Committee and agree that the Leader or Deputy Leader sign the grant letter with the Chief Executive, that the project be commenced and that consultants be appointed as previously agreed and noted. The motion was seconded and members voted unanimously in favour.


RESOLVED:


To note the report and agreed that the Leader or Deputy Leader may sign the grant letter, commence the project and appoint consultants.
Cllr’s Gronow and Carter left the meeting.
37.5
Pantomime Sponsorship - Yma

Members were provided with information regarding a sponsorship request that has been received from Yma/Artis. They are looking to hold their first pantomime at Yma in December, and the Town Council would be a key partner. Members had a detailed conversation regarding this request. 


Cllr Davies moved that the Town Council is not minded to be a key sponsor for the pantomime at Yma this December and this is due to a lack of robust information provided. The motion was seconded and Members were all in agreement for the motion. 


RESOLVED:


The Town Council is not minded to be a key sponsor for the upcoming pantomime at Yma this December.
38.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS



Members considered the applications which have been received.



RESOLVED:



To note the planning applications.
39.
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 



The following correspondence was received:
· Pontypridd Town Centre Footfall Report Quarter 2 Apr-Jun 2026
Cllr Lisles queried how the figures are interpreted and the Chief Executive advised that he would look into this over the coming weeks.

      

RESOLVED:

To note the correspondence.

The meeting closed at 6:53 pm
Signed: _______________________________



   Councillor C. Thomas (Presiding Member)
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