
 

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I – 8:00 A.M. 
THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SUNDAY, JULY 26, 2026  
THE REVEREND NOELLE YORK-SIMMONS, Rector                               THE REVEREND ROBBIE LAUGHTON, Associate Rector 
THE REVEREND BETH BINGHAM, Associate Rector                          
  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Please stand and sing  
OPENING HYMN 711                                                Seek ye first                                                                         Seek ye first 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION                                                                              Book of Common Prayer (BCP), p. 323 
 Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.   
 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 Celebrant Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, 
and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and              
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like 
unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the 
Prophets. 

KYRIE  
 Celebrant Lord, have mercy upon us.  
 People Christ, have mercy upon us.  
 Celebrant Lord, have mercy upon us. 
  
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 People  And with thy spirit. 
 Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, the protector of all that trust in thee, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: Increase and multiply 
upon us thy mercy; that, thou being our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we finally lose not 
the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

The people may be seated. 
THE FIRST LESSON                                                                                                                                                          1 Kings 3:5-12 
At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” And 
Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he walked before you 
in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and 
steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O LORD my God, you have made your 
servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And 
your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered 
or counted. Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and 
evil; for who can govern this your great people?” It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, 
“Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have 



 

asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and 
discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.” 
 
    Reader   The Word of the Lord.   
      People   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The People stand.  
THE GOSPEL                                                                                                                                                            Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
 Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
 People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and 
sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, 
so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” He told them another parable: “The kingdom of 
heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 
 
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and 
sells all that he has and buys that field. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on 
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put 
the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the 
evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been 
trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what 
is old.” 
         Gospeller  The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 
THE SERMON                                                                                                                                                     The Rev. Robbie Laughton  

A period of silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
The People stand and say 
THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We 
believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With 
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Each petition concludes with “Let us pray to the Lord.”  
People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
 
 
 



 

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved thee with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in thy will, and walk in thy ways, to the glory of thy Name. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
         Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
         People   And with thy spirit. 
 
THE OFFERTORY 
 

We invite you to support the mission and ministries at Christ Church by making an offering. 
                                  To donate via PayPal:                              To donate via Shelby: 

                                                                        
 
After the altar is prepared, all stand and sing  
THE DOXOLOGY (HYMN 380, VS 3) 

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him above, ye 
heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

    
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

The People remain standing. 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People    And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People    We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks unto our Lord and God. 
People         It is meet and right so to do. 
Celebrant:   It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto   

thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God… Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all 
the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

SANCTUS S-114                                                                            Healey Willan  

 
The People remain standing or kneel. 
  
       Celebrant All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father… 

By whom and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father 
Almighty, world without end. AMEN. 
 

        And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
               All       Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
        Celebrant   Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
                 All    Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

To receive Holy Eucharist, please follow the directions of the ushers. 

After all have received, the People stand or kneel. 
 Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 All: Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy 

mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very 
members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and 
are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly 
Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such 
good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with 
thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end.  Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING 
 
HYMN 637                                                                     How firm a foundation                                                                        Lyons 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
 Leader Let us bless the Lord.     
 People  Thanks be to God.  
 

 


