
 

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I – 8:00 A.M. 
THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 2026  
THE REVEREND NOELLE YORK-SIMMONS, Rector                               THE REVEREND ROBBIE LAUGHTON, Associate Rector 
THE REVEREND BETH BINGHAM, Associate Rector                         KEVIN CRILEY, ABBY MERK, EMILY MEEKS, Seminarians 
  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Please stand and sing  
OPENING HYMN 205, vs 1, 3-5                 Good Christians all, rejoice and sing!                                            Gelobt sei Gott 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION 
     Celebrant     Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
          People     The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY                                                                                                       BCP. 323 
 
All say 
GLORIA 

Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will towards men. We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship 
thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father 
Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest 
away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For thou only art holy; thou only art 
the Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

  
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 People  And with thy spirit. 
 Celebrant Let us pray. 
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of thy people: Grant that when we hear his voice we may know him who 
calleth us each by name, and follow where he doth lead; who, with thee and the Holy Spirit, liveth and reigneth, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The people may be seated. 
THE FIRST LESSON                                                                                                                                                               Acts 2:42-47 
Those who had been baptized devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
the prayers. 
 
Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. All who believed were 
together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as 
any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food 
with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to 
their number those who were being saved. 
 
 Reader The Word of the Lord. 
              People   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 



 

The People stand. 
THE GOSPEL                                                                                                                                                                                John 10:1-10 
 Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
 People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a 
thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, 
and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, 
he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they 
will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they 
did not understand what he was saying to them. So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever 
enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 

         Gospeller  The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 
THE SERMON                                                                                                                                                The Rev. Nathan Empsall 

A period of silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
The People stand and say 
THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We 
believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With 
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Each petition concludes with “Let us pray to the Lord.”  
People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
THE PEACE 
         Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
         People   And with thy spirit. 
 
THE OFFERTORY 
 
 

We invite you to support the mission and ministries at Christ Church by making an offering. 
                                  To donate via PayPal:                              To donate via Shelby: 

                                                                        



 

After the altar is prepared, all stand and sing  
THE DOXOLOGY (HYMN 380, VS 3) 

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him above, ye 
heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

    
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

The People remain standing. 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People    And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People    We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks unto our Lord and God. 
People         It is meet and right so to do. 
Celebrant:   It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto   

thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God… Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all 
the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,  

 
SANCTUS S-114                                                                            Healey Willan  

 
 
The People remain standing or kneel. 
      Celebrant All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father… 

By whom and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father 
Almighty, world without end. AMEN. 
 

        And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
               All       Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
        Celebrant   Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
                 All    Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

To receive Holy Eucharist, please follow the directions of the ushers. 

 



 

After all have received, the People stand or kneel. 
 Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 All: Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy 

mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very 
members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and 
are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly 
Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such 
good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with 
thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end.  Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING 
 
HYMN 645, VS 1, 2, 6       The King of love my shepherd is                                                     St. Columba 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
 Leader Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia.     
              People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 
 

THE CHANCEL FLOWERS ARE GIVEN 
In memory of Bill Usher 

In memory of Odell and Louise Matthew 
In memory of William and Elizabeth Usher 

 
WE GIVE THANKS FOR THE BIRTH OF 

Jaquelin Blair Moncure Martin, daughter of Guy Martin & Rachel Moncure Martin 
 

WE PRAY FOR THE DEPARTED 
Braxton Moncure, Madison Warner 

 
WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO SERVE OUR COUNTRY OVERSEAS 

Holly Prousalis, Omar Sharif, the Hood, Doherty, Jennings, and Streyder families 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE PARISH  
Bonnie-Lorraine Thiele, Mary Crow, Gladys Hook, LaVerne Scott-Rayford, Gail & Ridge Multop, Helen Lewis,          

Susanne O’Neill, Carol Lafley, Linda Hoekstra, Kathie Nelson, Doug Mitchell, Anne Finley, Sage Hoare, Alan Adenan, 
Danielle Beauchamp, Kelley Dillon, Mary Ellen Freesland, Marynelle Losin, Jane Brewster 


