
HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II – 10:00 A.M.  
THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2026 
THE REVEREND NOELLE YORK-SIMMONS, Rector                                      THE REVEREND ROBBIE LAUGHTON, Associate Rector 
THE REVEREND BETH BINGHAM, Associate Rector                                      EMILY MEEKS, THOMA LIPARTIANI, Seminarians 
                                                                                                                                        Childcare is available in the nursery 

PRELUDE “Little” Fugue in G Minor                            J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
THE WORD OF GOD 

HYMN 435                                                   At the name of Jesus                                                    King’s Weston 
 
THE ACCLAMATION  
 Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
GLORIA FROM MASS ON EARLY AMERICAN TUNES                                                          William Bradley Roberts 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
     People        And also with you. 
    Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, 
that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT FOR THE COMPREHENSIVE CAMPAIGN 
Generous and loving God, you have blessed us with a spirit of abundance and the desire to do your will in the 
world around us. Please guide our hearts and minds as we work to improve our ministries, mission programs, 
and campus through the Comprehensive Campaign so that this parish may continue to be a beacon of welcome 
and hope for all your beloved people. This we pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
The People are seated. 
THE FIRST LESSON                                                             Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
The word of the LORD came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, 
“The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? As I live, says the Lord GOD, this 
proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the 
life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die. 

Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways 
that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for 
it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the 
wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. Because they 
considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall 
not die. Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it 
not your ways that are unfair? 

Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and 
turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions 
that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house 
of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 

 Reader The Word of the Lord. 
         People  Thanks be to God.  
 

 
All children ages three through third grade are invited to Children’s Chapel. Parents are encouraged to accompany very young 

children as they learn the rhythms of this service designed especially for children.  
The children will return before communion. 
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PSALM 25                                                    Peter Hallock 

 
 
Choir: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you; let me not be humiliated, nor let my 
enemies triumph over me. ANTIPHON 
 
Choir: Show me your ways, O lord, and teach me your paths. Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are 
the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. ANTIPHON 
 
Choir: Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting. Remember not the sins of 
my youth and my transgressions; remember me according to your love and for the sake of your goodness, O 
Lord. ANTIPHON 
 
Choir: Gracious and upright is the Lord; therefore he teaches sinners in his way. He guides the humble in doing 
right and teaches his way to the lowly. ANTIPHON 
 
 
THE SECOND LESSON                                                                                                                  Philippians 2:1-13 
 
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 
compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better 
than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.  
 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 
human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 
death-- even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Therefore, my beloved, 
just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to 
work for his good pleasure. 
 
 Reader The Word of the Lord. 
         People  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
The people stand and sing 
HYMN 439                                                       What wondrous love is this                                              Wondrous Love 
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THE GOSPEL                                                                                                                               Matthew 21:23-32 
Gospeller   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

      People       Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, 
and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I 
will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these 
things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one 
another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of 
human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not 
know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
 
“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard 
today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and 
said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They 
said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the 
kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, 
but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds 
and believe him.” 
 
     Gospeller   The Gospel of the Lord. 
     People       Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The people may be seated. 
THE SERMON                                                                                                                The Rev. Robbie Laughton 

A period of silence for reflection will follow the sermon.  
 
The people stand and say 

THE NICENE CREED  
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate 
of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
The people may kneel or stand 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
The response to each petition (God of abundance, grace, mercy) is Hear our prayer. 
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All pray 
THE CONFESSION 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant says 
THE ABSOLUTION 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
All stand  
THE PEACE 
    Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
         People   And also with you. 
 
 We invite you to support the mission and ministries at Christ Church by making an offering. 

                                  To donate via PayPal:                              To donate via Shelby:        

                                                                         
 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM 
 
Bless, O Lord, us thy servants who minister in thy temple. Grant that what we sing with our lips we may 
believe in our hearts, and what we believe in our hearts we may show forth in our lives, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

     The Chorister’s Prayer, Joanna Forbes L’Estrange (b. 1971) 
 

 
Please stand to sing 
THE PRESENTATION HYMN 
 

 
 
                                                                     
 
 



 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING / EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A 
 
Celebrant:        The Lord be with you. 
     People:        And also with you. 
Celebrant:        Lift up your hearts. 
     People:        We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant:        Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
     People:        It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator of 
heaven and earth… Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

SANCTUS FROM MASS ON EARLY AMERICAN TUNES                                                       William Bradley Roberts  

 
 
 
The People stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues. 
Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and 
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and maker of all. Jesus stretched 
out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 
world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 



 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 
drink of new and unending life in Christ. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of 
your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
  Celebrant:   And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
           All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
AGNUS DEI FROM MASS ON EARLY AMERICAN TUNES                                                           William Bradley Roberts 
 

 
 
 
 

To receive communion, please follow the ushers to the altar. Upon placing your hands forward, you will receive a wafer. 
You may consume it and then receive the wine from the chalice or hold onto the wafer and the chalice-bearer will intinct it 
for you. You may also cross your hands over your chest for a blessing to receive neither element or not to receive the wine. 

 
 
 
 



 

ANTHEM AT COMMUNION 
 

For each new morning with its light, 
For rest and shelter of the night, 
For health and food,  
For love and friends, 
For everything Thy goodness sends, 
Father in heaven, we thank thee. 

                     Words: Ralph Waldo Emerson 
Music: David McGregor (b. 1995) 

 
HYMN AT COMMUNION 
348                                              Lord, we have come at your own invitation                               O quanta qualia 
 
THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
 Celebrant Let us pray. 
 All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING 
 
THE CLOSING HYMN 450                       All hail the power of Jesus’ Name!                                            Coronation 

                                                               
THE DISMISSAL 
 
           Leader  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
           People   Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE Ceremonial March                                                                                Herbert Sumsion (1899-1995) 
 

 
NEW TO CHRIST CHURCH? PLEASE SCAN AND LET US KNOW! 

 
 
 
 

For inclusion on the prayer list, please submit names to PastoralCare@ccalex.org or 703.778.4936. 
Unless otherwise specified, all music is printed with permission from Church Publishing: 

©1985 Church Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-707188. 
CHRIST CHURCH, 118 N. WASHINGTON ST., ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 


