
HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II – 10:00 A.M.  
THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2025 
THE REVEREND NOELLE YORK-SIMMONS, Rector                                      THE REVEREND ROBBIE LAUGHTON, Associate Rector 
THE REVEREND ABBOTT BAILEY, Priest Associate                                                   ABBY MERK, KEVIN CRILEY, Seminarians 
                                                                                                                                        Childcare is available in the nursery 

PRELUDE Intrata No. 2                  Herbert Howells (1892-1983)  
THE WORD OF GOD 

HYMN 428                                                    O all ye works of God, now come                                                       Irish 
 
THE ACCLAMATION  
 Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
GLORIA FROM MASS ON EARLY AMERICAN TUNES                                                          William Bradley Roberts 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
     People        And also with you. 
    Celebrant Let us pray. 

 
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that we may obtain what 
you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The People are seated. 
THE FIRST LESSON                                                                           Joel 2:23-32 
O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the LORD your God; for he has given the early rain for your 
vindication, he has poured down for you abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as before. The threshing 
floors shall be full of grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. I will repay you for the years that the 
swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which I sent against you. 
You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your God, who has dealt wondrously 
with you. And my people shall never again be put to shame. You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and 
that I, the LORD, am your God and there is no other. And my people shall never again be put to shame. Then 
afterward I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall 
dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions. Even on the male and female slaves, in those days, I will  
pour out my spirit. I will show portents in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of smoke. 
The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and terrible day of 
the LORD comes. Then everyone who calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved; for in Mount Zion and in 
Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the LORD has said, and among the survivors shall be those whom 
the LORD calls. 
 Reader The Word of the Lord. 
         People  Thanks be to God.  
 
All children ages three through third grade are invited to Children’s Chapel. Parents are encouraged to accompany very young 

children as they learn the rhythms of this service designed especially for children.  
The children will return before communion. 

PSALM 65                                            

 
 

Choir: You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of God is full of 
water. You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth. ANTIPHON 

Choir: You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; with heavy rain you soften the ground and 
bless its increase. You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty. 
ANTIPHON 

 
THE SECOND LESSON                                                         2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has come. I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. From now on there is reserved for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all 
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who have longed for his appearing. At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it 
not be counted against them! But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me the message 
might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion's mouth. The Lord 
will rescue me from every evil attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 Reader The Word of the Lord. 
         People  Thanks be to God.  
 
The people stand and sing 
HYMN 679                Surely it is God who saves me                                         Thomas Merton 
         
THE GOSPEL                                                                                                                                       Luke 18:9-14 

Gospeller   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
      People       Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and regarded others with 
contempt: "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, 
standing by himself, was praying thus, `God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, 
adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.' But the tax 
collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, `God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner!' I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who 
exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted." 
     Gospeller   The Gospel of the Lord. 
     People       Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The people may be seated. 
THE SERMON                                                                                                         The Rev. Noelle York-Simmons 

A period of silence for reflection will follow the sermon.  
 
The people stand and say 

THE NICENE CREED  
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the 
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 



 

The people may kneel or stand 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Intercessor  Let us pray for the revealing of the reign of God in the world, now and always.  
Intercessor  In the beginning,   
     People  God was.  
Intercessor  Here and now,   
     People  God is.  
Intercessor  In the future,   
     People  God will be. 
 
The response to each petition begins with “God, Giver of life,” 
      People  Hear our prayer. 
 
All pray 
THE CONFESSION 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant says 
THE ABSOLUTION 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
All stand  
THE PEACE 
    Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
         People   And also with you. 
 
 

We invite you to support the mission and ministries at Christ Church by making an offering. 
 
                                  To donate via PayPal:                              To donate via Shelby: 

                                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM 
        

Like two cathedral towers these stately pines 
   Uplift their fretted summits tipped with cones; 
   The arch beneath them is not built with stones, 
   Not Art but Nature traced these lovely lines, 
And carved this graceful arabesque of vines; 
   No organ but the wind here sighs and moans, 
   No sepulchre conceals a martyr’s bones. 
   No marble bishop on his tomb reclines. 
Enter! the pavement, carpeted with leaves, 
   Gives back a softened echo to thy thread! 
   Listen! the choir is singing; all the birds, 
In leafy galleries beneath the eaves, 
   Are singing! listen, ere the sound be fled, 
   And learn there may be worship without words. 
 

                                                                      Words: My Cathedral, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882) 
                                                                                                                    Music: Christina Whitten Thomas (b. 1979)    
   
                                                              THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The people stand 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING / EUCHARISTIC PRAYER C 
 
Celebrant:        The Lord be with you. 
     People:        And also with you. 
Celebrant:        Lift up your hearts. 
     People:        We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant:        Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
     People:        It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Celebrant:  God of all power, Source and Sustainer of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
     People: Glory to you for ever and ever. 
Celebrant: At your command all things came to be: shining light and enfolding dark; the vast expanse of 

interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island 
home. 

     People: By your will they were created and have their being. 
Celebrant: From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with the capacity 

for memory, reason, and skill. You made us stewards of your creation. But we turned against 
you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 

     People: Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
Celebrant: Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your 

righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your eternal Word, born of your servant 
Mary, to fulfill your Law, opening for us the way of freedom and peace. 

     People: By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 
Celebrant: And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and 

martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with 
them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

 
 



 

SANCTUS FROM MASS ON EARLY AMERICAN TUNES                                                       William Bradley Roberts  

 
 
The People stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues. 
Blessed are you, Lord our God, for sending us Jesus, the Christ, who on the night he was handed over to 
suffering and death, took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper, Jesus took the 
cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.”  
 
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
People:  We celebrate Christ’s death and resurrection as we await the day of his coming. 
 
Therefore, O God, we who have been redeemed by Jesus Christ, and made a new people by water and the 
Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus 
Christ our Savior.  Sanctify us also, and let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in 
Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.  
People: Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.  
 
God of our ancestors; Redeemer and Mother of Israel; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our 
eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table 
for solace only and not for strength; for pardon only and not for renewal. Accept these prayers and praises, 
Almighty God, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your 
Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN. 
 
  Celebrant:   And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
           All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 



 

AGNUS DEI FROM MASS ON EARLY AMERICAN TUNES                                                           William Bradley Roberts 

 
 

To receive communion, please follow the ushers to the altar. Upon placing your hands forward, you will receive a wafer. 
You may consume it and then receive the wine from the chalice or hold onto the wafer and the chalice-bearer will intinct it 
for you. You may also cross your hands over your chest for a blessing to receive neither element or not to receive the wine. 

 
ANTHEM AT COMMUNION 

Did God make woman, child, and man 
but didst not make them homes? 

Hens have their coops, sheep have their folds, 
are we then, left alone? 

 
Yet found within His Testaments 

the Lord himself declares: 
“the sparrow’s house, the swallow’s roost, 

her young she may keep there.” 
 

His voice is calm, a golden song; 
the voice I long to hear. 

Lo, from His mouth, a phrase flows out, 
so pure, so true, so clear: 

 
“For in that blessed day wherein 

you find in Me your rest, 
your brittle bones, your molting wings 

shall finally find their next.” 
Words: Zachary Mongie (2001-2022) 

Music: Brent Wells (b. 1977) 
HYMNS AT COMMUNION  
314                                                  Humbly I adore thee                                                   Adoro devote 
 
THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 Celebrant Let us pray. 
 All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 

THE BLESSING 
 
THE CLOSING HYMN 636                                  How firm a foundation                                                       Foundation 
                                                                
THE DISMISSAL 
           Leader  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
           People   Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE Toccata and Fugue in D Minor, BWV 565                                 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
 

THE CHANCEL FLOWERS ARE GIVEN 
In honor of the marriage of William Wiley and Charleen Smith-Riedel 

In honor of Charlotte Frances Clarke, 
In honor of Betsy Clarke 

In honor of Louise Chadbourn 
In memory of Fred Kerlin 

 
WE PRAY FOR THE DEPARTED 

Laila Hanna, Vicki Ratcliffe 
 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO SERVE OUR COUNTRY OVERSEAS 
Kate Ballard, Holly Prousalis, Omar Sharif, the Hood, Doherty, Jennings, and Streyder families 

 
PRAYERS FOR THE PARISH 

Bonnie-Lorraine Thiele, Barbara Cooley, Mary Crow, Gladys Hook, LaVerne Scott-Rayford, Michael Barrett, 
David Caleb, Gail & Ridge Multop, Helen Lewis, Susanne O’Neill, Hadley Kimberlin, Sam Brathwaite, 
Kimberly Richmond, Chris Feuell, Kevin Harkins, Reggie Rudy, Beth Fadeley, Sen Trinidad & family,  

Doug Mitchell, Jean Barry, Marshall Filler, Bill Nelson, John Carbaugh,  
Helen Janine Wilson, Lawrence Fedewa 

 
NEW TO CHRIST CHURCH? PLEASE SCAN AND LET US KNOW! 

 
 
 
 

For inclusion on the prayer list, please submit names to PastoralCare@ccalex.org or 703.778.4936. 
Unless otherwise specified, all music is printed with permission from Church Publishing: 

©1985 Church Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-707188. 
CHRIST CHURCH, 118 N. WASHINGTON ST., ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 

 


