HOLY EUCHARIST- 10:00 A.M.
THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2026

CHRIST THE REVEREND NOELLE YORK-SIMMONS, Rector THE REVEREND ROBBIE LAUGHTON, Associate Rector
CHURCH THE REVEREND BETH BINGHAM, Associate Rector KEVIN CRILEY, ABBY MERK, EMILY MEEKS, Seminarians
ALEXANDRIA Childcare is available in the Parish House for children 5 and under

ORGAN PRELUDE Six Organ Pieces: V. Andantino Frank Bridge (1879-1941)
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
The People stand

HYMN 372 Praise to the living God! Leoni
THE ACCLAMATION

Celebrant  Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People  God’s mercy endures for ever. Amen.

The People kneel.

THE DECALOGUE
Hear the commandments of God to his people:
[ am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage. You shall have no other gods but me.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not make for yourself any idol.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Honor your father and your mother.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not commit murder.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not commit adultery.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not steal.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not be a false witness.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.
Amen. Lord have mercy.



THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
Name. Amen.
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The people stand
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.
Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread which gives life
to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The People are seated.

THE FIRST LESSON 1 Samuel 16:1-13
The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over Israel.
Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king
among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a
heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.” Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you
what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what

the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do
you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with
me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the LORD.” But

the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected
him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the
heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen
this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Jesse made
seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” Samuel
said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here!” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.”
And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” He sent and



brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint
him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers;
and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to
Ramabh.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

All children through third grade are invited to Children’s Chapel. Parents may accompany them and then return to the
Church. The children will return before the Peace.

The people sing the antiphon after the strike of the bells.
PsALM 23
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1 The LORD is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.

3 He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. Antiphon

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,*
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. Antiphon

The People are seated.

THE SECOND LESSON Ephesians 5:8-14
Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— for the fruit of the light is
found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the
unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what such people do
secretly; but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore
it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The People stand and sing.
HYMN 456 O Love of God, how strong and true de Tar




THE GOSPEL John 9:1-41

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or
his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind
so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night
is coming when no one can work. As long as [ am in the world, [ am the light of the world.” When he had said
this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him,
“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and
beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the
man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made
mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my
sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” They brought to the Pharisees the man who
had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the
Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then |
washed, and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the
sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs!” And they were divided. So they
said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a
prophet.”

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the
man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he
now see!” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but we do not know
how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.”
His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who

confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask
him.”

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We
know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that
though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He
answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you
also want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of
Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The
man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes.
We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will.
Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man
were not from God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you
trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”
He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him,
and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into
this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” Some of
the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we!” Jesus said to them, “If you
were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.



THE SERMON

The People stand and say
THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

The Rev. Noelle York-Simmons

A period of silence for reflection follows the sermon.

maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God,
Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The reader concludes each petition with Lord in your mercy,

People Hear our prayer.

THE PEACE

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People

And also with you.



OFFERTORY ANTHEM

[ am a poor wayfaring stranger,

While traveling through this world of woe,
Yet there’s no sickness, toil, or danger

In that bright world to which I go.

I'm going there to see my Father;
I'm going there no more to roam,

I'm only going over Jordan,

I'm only going over home.

I know dark clouds will gather round me;

I know

my way is rough and steep,

But golden fields lie out before me
Where God’s redeemed shall ever sleep.

I'm going there to see my Mother;
She said she’d meet me when I come.
I'm only going over Jordan,

I’'m only going over home.

I'll soon be free from ev’ry trial,
My body sleep in the churchyard,;
I'll drop the cross of self-denial
And enter on my great reward.

I’'m going there to see my Savior,
To sing His praise for evermore.
I’'m only going over Jordan,

I'm only going over home.

Traditional American folk song
Arr: Paul Smith

We invite you to support the mission and ministries at Christ Church by making an offering.

To donate via PayPal:

To donate via Shelby:

The People stand.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING / EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A

Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

BCP p. 361

[t is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator of
heaven and earth... Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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The People stand or kneel.
Celebrant Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself...
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
People  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Celebrant We celebrate the memorial of our redemption... By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN.
Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

The People say

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Celebrant The gifts of God for the People of God.

To receive communion, please follow the ushers to the altar. Upon placing your hands forward, you will receive a wafer. You
may consume it and then receive the wine from the chalice or hold onto the wafer and the chalice-bearer will intinct it for you.
You may also cross your hands over your chest for a blessing to receive neither element or not to receive the wine.



ANTHEM AT COMMUNION

Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee:

Take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my hands, and let them move at the impulse of thy love;
Take my heart, it is thine own, it shall be thy royal throne.

Take my voice, and let me sing always, only, for my King:
Take my intellect, and use every power as thou shall choose.
Take my will, and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine.

Take myself, and [ will be ever, only, all for thee.
Words: Frances Ridley Havergal
Music: Scottish folk song, arr. Marty Wheeler Burnett

HYMN AT COMMUNION
645 The King of love my shepherd is St. Columba

After all have received, the people pray

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION BCP p. 365
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The people kneel

THE SOLEMN PRAYER, LENT IV

Look down in mercy, Lord, on your people who kneel before you; and grant that those whom you have nourished
by your Word and Sacraments may bring forth fruit worthy of repentance; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

HYMN 429 I'll praise my Maker while I've breath Old 113th

THE DISMISSAL
Deacon Let us bless the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

In observance of Lent, there is no postlude.

THE CHANCEL ARRANGEMENTS ARE GIVEN
In memory of Bill and Doris Williams
In memory of John Williams
WE GIVE THANKS FOR THE BIRTH OF
Zariah Maddox Brown, daughter of Amanda & Lauren Brown
WE PRAY FOR THE DEPARTED
John Kristensen, Doug Rendleman
WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO SERVE OUR COUNTRY OVERSEAS
Kate Ballard, Holly Prousalis, Omar Sharif, the Hood, Doherty, Jennings, and Streyder families
PRAYERS FOR THE PARISH
Bonnie-Lorraine Thiele, Mary Crow, Gladys Hook, LaVerne Scott-Rayford, Gail & Ridge Multop, Helen Lewis,
Susanne O’Neill, Carol Lafley, Linda Hoekstra, Murat Omay, Kathie Nelson, Debbie Baker, Lloyd & Diane MacAskill,
Nemat Hosseini, John Bergin, Doug Mitchell, Emily Craine, Alex Beau & Cher Stepanek, Aimee Montana, Bill Nelson,
Lynn Varian, Anne Finley

Unless otherwise specified, all music is printed with permission from Church Publishing:

©1985 Church Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-707188.



