
HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II – 10:00 A.M.  
THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS DAY 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2025 
THE REVEREND NOELLE YORK-SIMMONS, Rector                                    THE REVEREND ROBBIE LAUGHTON, Associate Rector 
THE REVEREND BETH BINGHAM, Associate Rector                                                
                                                                                                                                      Childcare is available in the nursery 

PRELUDE   
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE WORD OF GOD 
Please stand and sing 
HYMN 93                                                       Angels, from the realms of glory                                            Regent Square 
 
THE ACCLAMATION  
 Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE HYMN 96, VS 1 AND 4    Angels we have heard on high                                                        Gloria
                                                                         
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY                                                              
Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 
     People   And also with you. 
Celebrant   Let us pray.  
 

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this light, 
enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The people may be seated. 
THE FIRST LESSON                                                                                                                      Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
 
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the  
garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a 
garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden 
causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before 
all the nations. For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until her 
vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. The nations shall see your 
vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will 
give. You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.  
 
     Reader The Word of the Lord. 
            People    Thanks be to God.  
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All remain seated and sing 
PSALM 147:13-21 

 
 

13 Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; * 
praise your God, O Zion; 

14 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; * 
he has blessed your children within you. 

15 He has established peace on your borders; * 
he satisfies you with the finest wheat. 

16 He sends out his command to the earth, * 
and his word runs very swiftly. 

17 He gives snow like wool; * 
he scatters hoarfrost like ashes. 

18 He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; * 
who can stand against his cold? 

19 He sends forth his word and melts them; * 
he blows with his wind, and the waters flow. 

20 He declares his word to Jacob, * 
his statutes and his judgments to Israel. 

21 He has not done so to any other nation; * 
to them he has not revealed his judgments. Hallelujah! 

 

 

THE SECOND LESSON                                                                                                         Galatians 3:23-25, 4:4-7 
 
Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be revealed. Therefore 
the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has 
come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian. 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to 
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And because you are 
children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" So you are no longer a slave 
but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 

     Reader The Word of the Lord. 
            People    Thanks be to God.  
 
 
The people stand and sing 
HYMN 99      Go tell it on the mountain                               Go Tell It on the Mountain 
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THE GOSPEL                                                                                                                                         John 1:1-18 
 

Gospeller   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
      People       Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 
with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 
come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 
might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to 
what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of 
the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, 
full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after 
me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.'") From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The 
law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It 
is God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known. 

     Gospeller   The Gospel of the Lord. 
     People       Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The people may be seated. 
THE SERMON                                                                                                                      The Rev. Abbott Bailey 

A period of silence for reflection will follow the sermon.  
 
The people stand and say 

THE NICENE CREED  
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,  
seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made 
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 
 



 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
The People stand or kneel. 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
All things have been clothed in grace by the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ; all the Earth has been 
enlightened in his dawning. Trusting in his light grace, let us pray for all people in need, and for all the world, 
saying, Incarnate Savior, hear our prayer. 
 
Empower your Church to speak truth and to stand boldly against the dark powers of this world, that it might 
be a refuge and a place for hope.  
Incarnate Savior,  
hear our prayer. 
 
Embolden your people to hold to account the leaders of the world, that they might pursue policies of peace 
and international fellowship. 
Incarnate Savior,  
hear our prayer. 
 
Grant us discerning and generous hearts that your blessings might be made known through our actions to our 
neighbors near and far. 
Incarnate Savior,  
hear our prayer. 
 
Equip us and sustain us to prevent environmental catastrophe, and to preserve the glorious abundance of 
creation for future generations. 
Incarnate Savior,  
hear our prayer. 
 
Support those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, and make your healing presence known to them. 
Incarnate Savior,  
hear our prayer. 
 
Accept the dying into your loving arms and greet us also in the hour of our deaths that we might rise again in 
your new age. 
Incarnate Savior,  
hear our prayer. 
 

Celebrant God, you have pierced the quiet of this night by the utterance of your Word in our flesh. May 
our words of praise and petition be strong echoes of your Christmas Word, so that all might 
come to the peace you promise in Jesus, who is Lord and God this night and forever. 

 People Amen. 
 
 
 
 



 

The people kneel and say 
THE CONFESSION OF SIN  

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For 
the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

THE ABSOLUTION  
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
 
All stand  
THE PEACE 
    Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
         People   And also with you. 
 

We invite you to support the mission and ministries at Christ Church by making an offering. 
 
                                  To donate via PayPal:                              To donate via Shelby: 

                                                              
 
 
After the offering has been collected, all stand and sing 
HYMN 107   Good Christian friends, rejoice In dulci jubilo 
 
 

                                                               THE HOLY COMMUNION 
All stand. 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING / EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B 
 
   Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
        People:  And also with you. 
   Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 
        People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
   Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
        People:  It is right to give God thanks and praise.                                               

 
Celebrant  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty God, 

Creator of heaven and earth… Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
                Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
                 your Name: 
 



 

SANCTUS S-128                                                                                                                           William Mathias 
 

 
 
       Celebrant We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in 
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these last days you sent Jesus to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy  
to stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life…. Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 
               All    We remember Christ’s death. 
                        We proclaim Christ’s resurrection, 
                        We await Christ’s coming in glory. 
 

    Celebrant  And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all… By Christ, and  
with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
God, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 
      Celebrant  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
               All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
THE FRACTION                                                            
   Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
             All  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

To receive communion, please follow the ushers to the altar. Upon placing your hands forward, you will receive a wafer. 
You may consume it and then receive the wine from the chalice or hold onto the wafer and the chalice-bearer will intinct it 
for you. You may also cross your hands over your chest for a blessing to receive neither element or not to receive the wine. 



 

HYMN AT COMMUNION  
109   The first Nowell                                                      The First Nowell 
 
 
THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
 Celebrant Let us pray. 

All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING 
 
THE CLOSING HYMN 100                          Joy to the world! The Lord is come                                                Antioch 
                                                                
THE DISMISSAL 
 
           Leader  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
           People   Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE  Improvisation                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

THE CHANCEL FLOWERS ARE GIVEN 
In memory of Thomas Anthony Pullara 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW TO CHRIST CHURCH? PLEASE SCAN AND LET US KNOW! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For inclusion on the prayer list, please submit names to PastoralCare@ccalex.org or 703.778.4936. 
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