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[image: The image contains a biblical quote from 2 Corinthians 9:6-7, followed by a call to action for joyful living and peace, urging the reader to respond to God's call and to pray for these blessings in the future.
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[image: The image is an office notice detailing updated work hours starting September 7th, closure on Labor Day, and a thank you message to volunteers, welcoming new custodian Jason Seubert.
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[image: A poster inviting 7th, 8th, and 9th graders to an event on September 9th at 6:30pm, offering biblical books to grateful donors and mentioning worship events for preschoolers and 3rd graders on specified dates.
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If you Could Only Imagine By: Ed Delf

Do You ever let your imagination run wild? I mean really go outside your box of comfort? Sometimes when a situation or event happens that we just can't seem to process normally, such as a loved one's untimely passing, a job loss, maybe a medical situation, you get the idea, we can easily slip into this imagination mode just to cope.

I can remember when I was still working, I had situations where my decisions on which direction to take could make or cost my company many thousands of dollars. I had to imagine as many possible outcomes as possible and hopefully make the right decision. As you would guess, because I didn't always have all pertinent information, it sometimes caused a less than favorable outcome for me. But that was just part of doing business. Unlike my situation as I've described, or perhaps yours, we have a whole book of pertinent information to rely on, the Bible. We need to have this information to really understand the results of not acting on what we have been told.

So that said, do you ever imagine what our lives would be like if God had not sent His Son to atone for our sins? As sinners, we're given a pretty good idea of what our fate would be as we're told in the Bible. The amazing thing to me is that we have a choice in how things play out but still may not act on it.

We're told many stories in the Bible about the Apostle's and their journey with Jesus. I have a hard time imagining their struggles. I would venture that most of us can hardly imagine living in the wild west much less those times. But I think that our struggles though are no less relevant to us than theirs was to them.

The interesting thing to me about wondering if those Bible stories are true is the physical evidence that continues to be found that connects places with the stories. As I let my imagination run wild, I think that there will be more sites and artifacts found that will validate more of the Bible's stories, as not abstract, but factual.

In the end though, we don't have to imagine that the turmoil we see playing out in our world today is just temporary, we know it is. After all, we're given an outline of how things play out in Revelations. We're all given the pertinent information needed to make our decision. By God's Grace, it has been made possible
As for me, I like to imagine the new Jerusalem.
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| have been thinking a lot about time lately. Some of the time, | am
remembering some of our great members and tell those funny stories
or the things they taught me in our journey together.

Some of those stories are sad, when | think of some the tragic deaths
that have happened in my years here. | think about the families and the
pain some of them still live with.

Some of the time, | wonder why so many people have no time for the
church that they call home. Too many, we have simply become like a
drive-in. | need a baptism, | need my kid confirmed, | need a wedding or
I need a funeral. To some we are just a transactional church instead of a
place to belong. | miss some of our members who call and never take
the time to come.

Some of the time, | smile and laugh with our active members. We have
so much fun together thinking about the past the future. We celebrate
Holy Communion together and sing songs together and sit and eat
together.

Time has a way of slipping away, quite fast. What are you doing with
your time ? What will your kids remember about you ? Will they
remember the lake cabin or the camper or all the sporting events you
attended or will they remember the church that your family called
home. Summer is gone, it’

If we want a different future and fuller church, only you and | can
change that. We have to invite our members back, open our doors to
new members and tell people about this great and historic church. We

might want to take the time before its too late.

In Christ,
Pastor Don
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Matthew 14, Being Hungry

In Matthew 14, we hear the story of how Herod had executed John the Baptist, and
how Jesus—upon hearing of John's death—had tried to withdraw to be alone for a bit.
But the crowds followed him, and Jesus could not immediately take the time to
grieve, but came ashore, cured their sick, and then fed them—all 5000 of them plus
their women and children —before dismissing them and taking time for prayer by
himself.

The story does not have the people of the crowd asking Jesus to feed them. In fact,
the disciples had urged Jesus to send them away in time to buy food for themselves
in the surrounding villages. Instead, Jesus takes five loaves of bread and two fish, and

miraculously feeds them all, with more leftovers than what they'd had in the
beginning — twelve baskets full!

Why does Jesus do this for people who never even asked to be fed? Why does he
feed people who didn't even say that they were hungry?.

The Bible story does not particularly tell us. It tells us that he healed them because
he felt their need—he had compassion. We can assume that is the same reason he
fed them, but | believe it goes just a bit deeper than that. | believe that part of the
reason he fed them was because he knew they hadn’t asked to be fed, and that at
least some of them would wonder why. And in wondering why, they might come to
understand that he fed them because he loved them—because God loved them, and
because we all need to eat to live. And maybe—just maybe those people would carry
his love forward to the people who existed around them.

May we also live God’s love for those around us, especially those who seem to
experience very little of that love in their own lives. As we hear the notes of “Jesus
Loves Me,” may we also remember that love is meant for the strangers around us—
even those we fear might be enemies.

Lord God, help us to love as you love. @ )
In Jesus’ name. -@ ﬁa?
Pastor Michelle ‘ —
B &/
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July & August Funerals

Erna Beatrice Rohs 07/27/2026
Wanda Aleatrice Kittelson 08/03/2026
Timothy Edward Delf 08/21/2026

2026 Financial Snapshot

General Fund Operating Budget
YTD Income: $511,606.68
YTD Needed: $531,148.41

We need your help to meet our summer budget!
Please take a moment to bring your pledge current or to make a special
summertime contribution.
Thanks to all of you for your wonderful gifts!

HERITAGE
2:° . HAVEN

Opening soon!
We hope a couple more months and we will have a grand
opening. Then you can see what we have done...it is amazing!

Blessings to all who have given and blessings to those who
are considering a gift.
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The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap

bowntifully

2 Corinthans 9:6-7
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This is the time of year we really need your help. Time to get
us out of the summer slump.... As the greatest generation
dies, we are left to take care of things. The boomers are up
now, and it is up to us to make sure that all the important
things get done.

Wake up! God is calling you to joyful living,

This is how we are to live each day. Joytul living is a challenge in our
world today. Only God can give you lasting Joy and lasting Peace.
Pray for Peace and Joy in 2026!!!
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UPCOMING SENIOR LITES EVENTS

“THE CEMETERY CLUB" - SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20

THE BARN THEATRE IN WILLMAR
COST IS $35 PER PARTICIPANT.
SHOWTIME AT 2:00 — BUS LEAVES FROM CHURCH AT
APPROXIMATELY 12:30.

PLEASE CALL TO RESERVE YOUR TICKET BY AUGUST 25.
TICKETS WILL BE PURCHASED FOR THOSE WHO SIGN UP.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18-BLESSING OF THE YEARS

WE WILL (TENTATIVELY) WELCOME PASTOR BOB —
DAHL PREACHING FOR WORSHIPTHIS DAY, ANDHILL (-, [)
HAVE SPECIAL MUSIC FOLLOWED BY COFFEE FELLOWSHIP. S8

PLEASE STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFORMATION!

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22 - FALL KICK-OFF AT 5:00 P.M.
THE HALLELUJAH HOOLIGANS WILL PROVIDE ENTERTAINMENT :ﬂ’,

WE ARE PLANNING TO SERVE A BAKED POTATO BAR
WITH VARIOUS FIXINGS AND A VARIETY OF DESSERTS. % +
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OFFICE UPDATE!

—=L———  4E WILL RESUME OUR NORMAL OFFICE HOURS BEGINNING

/ = THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 7TH.
(u] 0
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WE WILL BE IN HONOR OF

LABOR DAY.

Thamb you
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We extend our heartfelt thanks o everyone who You're
generously gave their time and energy to help care
for our church during the absence of our custodian. mf bCST
Your willingness to step in, serve, and work together
has been a true blessing.

We are deeply grateful for each of you.

7 SWelcawes

PLEASE HELP US IN WELCOMING OUR NEW CUSTODIAN,

JASON SEUBERT

IF YOU SEE HIM AROUND, FEEL FREE TO INTRODUCE YOURSELF
AND MAKE HIM FEEL WELCOME HERE AT OUR SAVIOR'S.
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Calling all 7th, 8th and 9th graders!!!

September 9th at 6:30pm
Our topic for the year will be the Bible....

We will learn about the books of the Bible and why they were
written and how they can help each of us learn more about
our relationship with God.

You should have gotten a letter by now, but if not, come join
us and sign-up.

7TH GRADERS WILL RECEIVE THEIR LUTHERAN STUDY BIBLE ON SEPTEMBER 13TH DURING WORSHIP,
PRESCHOOLERS WILL RECEIVE THEIR BIBLE ON ©© 0 TE B Em 20 TH DURING WORSHIP,

WILL RECEIVE THEIR THREE-VOLUME KINGSTONE BIBLE ON

Go wrmi

bl
OD S SpiriT
share i WORD OF GOD
& REACH OUT
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS! RALLY SUNDAY WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13,

y..2 IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING WORSHIP IN BETHANY HALL. THIS IS A WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY
3 FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY TO GATHER AS WE BEGIN A NEW YEAR SUNDAY SCHOOL YEAR

R ALLY TOGETHER.

THIS YEAR'S RALLY SUNDAY WILL INCLUDE A STEWARDSHIP ACTIVITY FOR ALL AGES,
S UNDAY REMINDING US OF OUR MISSION: “GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS.” THROUGH HANDS-ON SERVICE
& AND FELLOWSHIP, WE'LL CELEBRATE THE MANY WAYS GOD CALLS EACH OF US—YOUNG AND
OLD—TO SHARE HIS LOVE IN OUR COMMUNITY. ADDITIONAL DETAILS ABOUT THE DAY’S
S UNDAY ACTIVITIES WILL BE SHARED IN THE COMING WEEKS.

SCHOOL REGULAR SUNDAY SCHOOL WILL BEGIN ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMEER 20, FROM 10:15-11:00 A.M.

WE ARE EXCITED TO WELCOME CHILDREN AND FAMILIES BACK FOR ANOTHER YEAR OF
[CICKOFF  LEARNING, GROWING IN FAITH, AND BUILDING FRIENDSHIPS CENTERED ON CHRIST.

WE'RE EXCITED TO KICK OFF ANOTHER YEAR OF ROLL WITH JESUS ON
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, FROM 7:00-7:50 A.M.

ROLL WITH JESUS IS A DRIVE-THROUGH BREAKFAST MINISTRY THAT GIVES STUDENTS A QUICK
AND CONVENIENT WAY TO START THEIR DAY. EACH WEDNESDAY MORNING, STUDENTS CAN PICK
UP A FREE BREAKFAST AND WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT BEFORE HEADING OFF TO SCHOOL.

ROLL WITH JESUS HAPPENS EVERY WEDNESDAY THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL YEAR ON DAYS WHEN

SCHOOL 1S IN SESSION. WHETHER YOU'RE A RETURNING STUDENT OR JOINING US FOR THE FIRST "'TH
TIME, WE INVITE YOU TO STOP BY AND LET US HELP YOU BEGIN YOUR DAY WITH NOURISHMENT FOR

BOTH YOUR BODY AND YOUR SPIRIT. JE S u S

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SERVING YOU AND SHARING GOD’S LOVE EACH WEDNESDAY MORNING. R E TU R N S
SEE YOU ON SEPTEMBER 2!

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN HELPING TO SERVE ON WEDNESDAY MORNINGS, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE.
WE ARE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS.
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ROLL WITH JESUS MINISTRY -

DONATIONS NEEDED!

Each week during the school year, our Roll with Jesus Ministry

serves 25-30 youth in Grades 912 On Wednesday mornings,
we share faith, fellowship, and encouragement

and we also go through about 6 cases of Bubbl' each week!

We would love your help in replenishing our supply so we can

continue to “feed our spirits and souls” together. Simply add

Your donation to the Bubblr Tower in the church Narthex,
lndln;uehvwhqhmmb uild it!

SNARE rm sskv( vmml @

WE ARE S0 GRATEFUL FOR THE OVERWHELMING RESPONSE TO OUR
SCHOOL SUPPLY DPRIVE. THANKS TO YOUR GENEROSITY, WE HAVE
RECEIVEDP AN ABUNDANCE OF SCHOOL SUPPLIES FOR STUPENTS IN

NEED.

AT THIS TIME, WE ARE ESPECIALLY IN NEED OF CARE PACKAGE ITEMS,

INCLUPING TRAVEL SIZE SHAMPOO, SOAP, PEOPORANT, TOOTHBRUSH,

TOOTHPASTE, SANITARY WIPES, CHAPSTICK, LOTION, BOTTLED WATER,
GRANOLA BARS, ETC.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTINUE SUPPORTING THIS MINISTRY, PONATIONS
OF THESE ITEMS WOULD BE GREATLY APPRECIATED. THANK YOU FOR
YOUR CONTINUED KINPNESS AND GENEROSITY AS WE WORK TOGETHER
TO CARE FOR OUR COMMUNITY.
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