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What are the things that bring joy to your life?   Some might say that it is family or friends or some sport or racing or…. the list can go on and on. I love flowers and the colors they add to life….
I began to wonder when you find joy in your God.  Is there joy when you fish or hunt or golf?  When you run around in creation, I hope you find the joy that God must have had in creating everything around us.  I hope you find joy in the friends you meet or in coffee with family or a simple phone call.
God wants us to find joy in this life.  Lately, with the things happening in the world around us and in our own nation, moments of joy have been few.  One must remember, however, that not finding joy is a choice.
I have had the honor of knowing people who, despite terrible health issues found joy each day.  One lady from my former congregation had cancer for seven years and each time we thought she was getting better, boom…she had another cancer related issue.  She had two bone marrow transplants and was then stricken with leukemia.  After all of that, she asked me to pray a prayer of thanksgiving for all the extra time God had given her to see her kids almost grow up.  No bitterness, no anger, simple joy for another moment of life.  I learned a lot from her.
[image: Flower PNG Transparent Images Free Download | Vector Files ...]Life is short and moves faster and faster…. find joy each day and then stop, go to church and thank God for another moment to bask in God’s joyful creation.  Joy is a choice every day. May joy fill you this month and may the beauty of May flowers remind you of God’s great love for you.
In Christ,
Pastor Don
[image: ]Senior Communion June 11th 
Our Senior Communion event will be on Thursday, June 11th at 11:00 a.m., followed by a meal including chicken/pasta salad, fresh fruit, croissants, and strawberry shortcake parfaits.
This event is intended for Senior members, and for those for whom it is difficult to attend worship at our regular time on Sunday mornings.
Communion will be served in the pews by intinction, and wine and juice will 
both be available.  
If you require gluten free bread, please let Pastor Michelle know ahead of time.
Looking forward to this opportunity to gather together!
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Spring begins in March, and Summer does not officially come until mid-June, but I always associate early May with spring, and the final Monday in May with the “beginning” of Summer.  Maybe that’s because sometimes the snow (in North Dakota) often lasts throughout April!
The small farming communities where I lived as a child always celebrated the end of the school year near the weekend before Memorial Day Weekend, and we, as “town kids,” were free during the week as we’d only been free on Saturdays during the school year.
Of course, we still had regular household duties, but in those days, I was not prepared for a world that would not drastically change during the month of May.  My mother’s job in the school system was also much lighter during the summer months, so we were often involved in different kinds of things, things that took time—time that we did not have during the busier season of “school.”
In Ecclesiastes (3:1-8), the author tells us that there is a time for every season and then details various experiences that come and go through these seasons—but those experiences are not tied to a specific time of year.  Sometimes they catch us by surprise, and sometimes they come even when we try to avoid them.  Sometimes, they hide away when we long for them.  Yet, God promises to be with us throughout all the seasons, summer and winter, spring and fall, and every season mentioned (or not mentioned) in Ecclesiastes!  Blessings to you, as you live these seasons in your life.  God is present with you now, even if you can’t sense that presence, and God will love you always.  
In Jesus’ name, 
Pastor Michelle
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General Fund Operating Budget
YTD Income: $ 208,516.55
YTD Needed: $ 241,022.56

Thank you for your continued support!  The General Fund is essential to the life of our congregation, enabling us to carry out the ministry that reflects the vision and values of Our Savior’s.  It covers the maintenance of our buildings, staff salaries, and day-to-day operational costs, which are essential for ministry.  Regular contributions are the foundation of this fund.  Your generous giving is greatly appreciated, and the Church Council is diligently monitoring expenses to ensure that our ministries remain strong and aligned with our goals.


HERITAGE HAVEN
We are coming along really well and we hope to show some pictures of our progress soon.

Blessings to all who have given and blessings to those who are considering a gift.


Summer Office Hours
The church office will begin summer hours on Monday, May 25.
Please note the office will be closed on Monday, May 25 in observance of Memorial Day.
Summer office hours will be:
Monday – Thursday: 7:30 AM – 4:30 PM
Friday: Closed
We appreciate your understanding and wish everyone a safe and blessed summer!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GIFTS!

We have many ways you can give.  We offer auto-giving through your bank.  Please contact Sue in the office to arrange for this to happen.
We have a drop-box outside the front door of Mason Hall.  You may put your offering in an envelope and slip it in the slot.

We have online giving through Tithe.ly.  Just scan the QR code here and it will take you to our page.
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We have our regular offering envelopes that are sent to you
bi-monthly for you to fill and bring to worship.

Finally, we have Pew Envelopes at the end of each pew for you to use during church.  You can specify on that envelope where you want your special gift to go.

[image: A heart with a red heart and black text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]					            










Church Council Corner
Just Thoughts/Plain Talk: Baptism is just the start -not the end
By: Ed Delf

[image: Hello spring PNG Designs for T Shirt & Merch]One of the biggest thrills a couple can have is probably hearing, "You're expecting." That sets into motion a whole series of things that will need to be done to prepare for the new arrival. Maybe a color scheme may need to be decided on for the nursery. Then there's the highchair, crib, clothes, bottles, diapers, as well as a ton of other stuff to get that we never envisioned we would need. Also not to forget the obvious, you'll need to call family and friends to let them know of the coming bundle of joy.  It just seems like an endless list of things to do.

Of course, if this is your first child, you undoubtably know you're going to be the best parent ever. You're not going to be like some other parents you've seen in the local store that let their child go off the deep end with temper tantrums. You'll promise to read stories to them at bedtime, they'll say thanks and please, and just in general be the best kid ever. This is the true meaning of optimism.

If you're a Christian, you also have one other thing you need to do and that is chose a sponsor(s) for the baptism. This often becomes a source of concern of which friend, sibling or other family member to ask. The factors of how you should make your choice often get out outweighed by friend and family dynamics. In the end, perhaps your choices gravitate toward the path of least resistance knowing you're not going to make everyone happy anyway. You've done the best you can and hope it works out.

I do wonder though about why and how your choices were made and how they will impact on some promises soon to be made. Those are the promises that will be made to God for the child. They will be life changing and have real lifelong spiritual consequences.

So where am I going with this? Corla Enevoldsen, our OSLC Vice President, had a concern about what we could do to engage our youth in church activities once confirmation was done. To one degree or another, this is the same kind of question OSLC and other churches are facing. Often times it seems once our kids finish confirmation some may think their faith journey is done and they've arrived. We can throw all kinds of reasons why this may be, but ultimately, we need to ask ourselves if we've done our best to keep those promises that we made.

As I mentioned earlier, baptism is just the start of the child's faith journey. Before God and fellow Christians, the congregation, parents and sponsors, have promised to teach and raise the child in God's word. That is a special and wonderful day in that child's life. Unfortunately for a lot of kids, promises made are promises not always kept. Our kids most certainly reflect our views on faith and how we see the church. If we show them that church really isn't an important part, if not the most important part of our lives, they can become a mirror image of us. It's kind of like use it or lose it. If our kids are not given the opportunity to learn and grow in their faith, along with other likeminded Christians, then their flame can become more like an ember, still warm, but not hot either.

I know that it's not always easy to do the things we promised. Life's journey sometimes takes us on paths we didn't intent ourselves to be on. Reading Bible stories, taking our kids to Sunday School, VBS, showing them what faith actually means in our lives, sometimes there just isn't enough time in our days it seems. Afterall, tomorrow's another day, right? Yet promises made but not kept may bring us to the question that Corla had, and which we may say we really don't know how to answer.
1
If we think back to what was said on that Baptismal Day, we really do know the answer to that question. Baptism isn't an end in and of itself, it's just the starting point. We all have a responsibility for the faith journey that child starts out on and continues on as long as they are part of God's Mission. It's our job to make sure we give them the tools we promised them to grow their faith.
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YOUTH NEWS


Celebrating with High School Seniors
We will celebrate with our High School Seniors on May 17th.  We will lift them up during worship with our prayers. A brunch will be held for the Seniors and their families after worship in the 
Fireside Room.



ROLL WITH JESUS
Every Wednesday morning, we served the High School Youth of our congregation.  We have many volunteers who are helping Lisa Schultz with this outreach.  If you are interested in helping for the next school year, let the office know.  Thanks Lisa and all the volunteers for all your work. 

WOW=Worship on Wednesdays
As we come to the end of the school year, we also celebrated the final gathering of WOW on April 22nd. Thank you for being part of this journey of faith, fellowship, and fun.   Thanks to Nels Baukol and Pam Baukol for this wonderful 
time for our youth.
We look forward to continuing next year!


CONFIRMATION APRIL 26, 2026
On the day I was CONFIRMED the JOY of believing filled my heart, the BLESSING of belongings filled my thoughts, the PROMISE of God’s love filled my spirit, the LIGHT of God’s word filled my soul.  And the precious gift of knowing I AM HIS and HE IS MINE will shape my FAITH and GUIDE my life FOREVER. 
Callie Andrews, daughter of Brett and Jayann Andrews
Cullin Blom/Walstrom, son of Alicia Blom and Aaron Walstrom
Thomas Burdorf, son of Scott and Christine Burdorf
Parker Gilbertson, son of Matt and Miranda Gilbertson
Elle Golden, daughter of Alissa and Jesse Warner, Todd Golden
Kayleah Hogrefe, daughter of JD and Amy Hogrefe
Joseph Johnson, son of Brian and Darlene  Johnson
Addyson Lanphear, daughter of Meagan Johnson and Josh Lanphear
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First Communion March 22, 2026
[image: ]On this joyful day, we celebrated these children receiving Jesus for the first time in Holy Communion.  Fill them with Your grace and peace.  May this special day be the beginning of a lifelong journey with You.
Dania Baukol, daughter of Eric and Pam Baukol
Piper Erickson, daughter of Shanlie Erickson
Oakley Leske, son of Brooklynn Dahl and Chase Leske
Sander Olson, son of Derek and Jennifer Olson
LylaMae Sather, daughter of Tony and Jessica Sather
Esme Warner, daughter of Jesse and Alissa Warner



[image: may the happiness of this celebration continue into a new life in Christ
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We warmly welcomed these new members to our church family!  We are grateful that you have chosen to join us in faith, fellowship and service.  Our prayer is that you feel at home here, grow spiritually and build meaningful connections within our community.  We are glad you are here!

Susan Marcinkowski
Brad Tetzloff
Alison Tollakson
Esme Warner
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