ORDER FOR WORSHIP – December 21, 2025
Fourth Sunday of Advent

WE PREPARE FOR WORSHIP - (Silence and Prayer is appropriate) 
Prelude
Call To Worship
P:	We are walking toward a silent night,
C:	Drawn by the chords of love.
P:	We are moving to the sound of an angelic chorus,
C:	Lured by a deep and holy melody.
P:	We are growing in the likeness of Christ,
C:	God’s love shown to us in a child.
P:	We are living in awareness of a divine love that fills 
          the universe,
C:	Calling us to love and serve, to pray and worship.
Announcements
Confession
Come, Holy One, come! Make a door in the heavens and come to us.  Let the mountains tremble, the seas roar and our hearts open. Come, Holy One, come! Show your face to us again, echo your name in our hearts and establish peace on earth. Come, Holy One, come! Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Candles	

WE SING PRAISES TO GOD 
Entrance Hymn – O Come, O Come Emmanuel                          #257
Sacrament of Holy Baptism                                               See Insert

WE HEAR THE WORD
First Lesson – Isaiah 7:10-16
Gospel – Matthew 1:18-25	
Prayers of the Church
The Lord’s Prayer 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 	See Insert




Today’s Altar Flowers are given in honor of our 52nd wedding anniversary from Curt and Sue Winters.

Today’s Radio Broadcast is given in memory of Lloyd Norman and other loved ones from Carol Norman.

[image: ]
We welcome Avis Ann Verch through the waters of Holy Baptism today.  She is the daughter of Brandon and Kelsey Verch and granddaughter of Mike and Lori Huntley.  Avis’s sponsors are Hunter Freeman, Mckenna Huntley and Joey and Hannah Cullen.  
May God Bless Avis and her family.


[image: ]Please extend your hands of comfort to Kevin Rhode and family on the loss of his wife, Julie Rhode.  Julie passed away Friday, December 12th at 
CCM Health.  Her funeral will be held here at Our Savior’s on Tuesday, December 23rd at 11:00 am.  Blessed be her memory.


Join us for Worship!

Christmas Eve Worship with 
Holy Communion
Wednesday, December 24th at 
3:00 pm & 5:30 pm





[image: ]Ministry of Caring
We give thanks to God for God's healing power.  Your prayers have made a big difference in the lives of our people on this list.  Please continue to pray for each person by name, at least once a week.  As we offer our prayers, God’s love fills us with grace.

Health for Members:
Kurt Dahl; Wayne Thalberg; Bob Erickson; Edith Hendrickson;
Andy Anderson; Yvonne Ward; Don Haugerud; Sheryl Maus; Bea Hoppe; Dianne Dvergsten; Darwin TeBeest; Nancy Dack; Diane & Dennis Loose; Lowell Hanson; Darlene Ulven; Tom Albrecht; Don Maland; Paul Arends; Lynette Arends; Curt Winters; Lee Kvanli; Kathy Gilkey and 
Marvin & Gayle Jensen.
Health for Others:
Name	         Requested By    	
Bill Zarnke		Amy Hogrefe
Ruth Ann Lee		Jerry Lee
Dennis DeGrote		Mae Nelson
Pat Haugen		Ginny Koenen
Paul Rice		Mary Rice
Janice Lund, Delaine Christenson	Lois Christenson
Beckham Trygestad		Jennifer Hauge
Amerie Tell, Mitch Augeson, Terry Hermanson	Sally Groothuis
Cathy Teske		Pam Haugerud
Tim & Andrea Dreier		Mary Ann Nordaune
Jerry Cronen		Karen Kepner	
Tim Johnson, Mike Halvorson	Lois & DeVon Vien
Lyn Bonnema	Margit Bonnema
Delores Bursack	Deb & Jerry Larson	
Neal Dalton	Doris Larson
Randy Lee	Caren & Duane Johnson
Linda Bendickson, Brenda Ulven	Darlene Ulven
Trevor Hansen	Pat & Ron Binnebose
Gina Jung Thorne		Sue Varpness
Willard Arnold		Yvonne Ward
Andi Moon		Pam & Dave Arneson
Jim & Jody Renbarger		Barb Smith	

Serving in the Military:
Bowen Tesch, grandson of Jim & Deb Bowen; Paul Evenson, son-in-law of Karyn Maass; Dennis DeJong, friend of Lois Christenson; 
Sean Prior, grandson of DeVon & Lois Vien; Justin Olsen, grandson of Ken & Janice Olsen; Alan Gronewold, son of Gladys Nelson; 
Tyler Meyenburg, son of Rick & Mort Meyenburg; 
Kirk Larson & Ross Larson, sons of Jerry & Deb Larson;
Daniel Harter & Shane McDonald, sons-in-law of Susan Marcinkowski.

Week of December 22nd through December 28th
Tuesday
	10:15 am	Staff Meeting
	10:30 am	Worship on Channel 180
Wednesday – Office Closed
	3:00 pm	Christmas Eve Worship with Holy Communion
	5:30 pm	Christmas Eve Worship with Holy Communion
Thursday – Office Closed
	10:30 am	Worship on Channel 180
Friday – Office Closed	
Sunday
	9:00 am	Worship with Holy Communion
	11:00 am	Worship on KDMA 1460
[image: ]
[image: ]Our kids are a vital part of our church family, and we need your help in making their Sunday experience extra special. For several months we have been putting together activity bags, and we would be thankful for any monetary donations to help us offer these bags to our children each week.  Every contribution makes a difference!  You may bring your donation to the church office or simply place your contribution in the offering plate on Sunday.  Please write “Activity Bags” on the memo line of your check.  We thank you for your generosity in helping us.

[image: ]Ways To Give!
The Giving Tree is Here!
This Christmas season help share God’s love with families in need and Heritage Haven 
through our annual Giving Tree.
You’ll find the tree in the Narthex decorated with tags listing gifts to help members in need as well as support Heritage Haven.  Please take a tag (or two!), purchase the gift, and then return it – unwrapped to the church office by December 22nd.  Together, we can bring hope and joy to our neighbors this Christmas!

[image: A box full of food

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Chippewa County Food Shelf needs your help to stop Holiday Hunger!  Let’s end hunger in our community and support our local food shelf.  This campaign will run through the end of the year.  Checks should be made payable to: Chippewa County Food Shelf.  Please bring your monetary donations to the church office.  Food donations can be placed in the grocery cart in the narthex.  Let us be generous in our giving.  The greatest reward is knowing that you have answered God’s call to feed the hungry and care for those in need.

[image: A cartoon character with text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Barb and Ashley McKee as part of a Thrivent Action Team Project are gathering gently used coats and accepting donations towards new hats, gloves, boots and coats for people in need.  Please drop off your donations in the church office.  Let’s join together in sharing warmth and kindness this season!


[image: ]Remember to return your 2026 Generosity Pledge sheets.  You may place them in the Pledge Box at the back of the church, bring them to the church office, put them in the drop box outside of the Mason Hall door or simply mail them back to the church.  Thank you!
WEEK FOUR – Lighting of the Advent Candles

Today, we light the fourth candle on the ring of the Advent Wreath.  This candle is known as the Angels’ Candle or Mary’s Candle.  It was the angels who told Mary of this great act that would come to pass, and it was Mary who agreed to God’s grand plan for salvation.  We say, “Thanks be to God,” for such a wonderful servant as Mary and for the wonderful angels who announced this great birth to the shepherds and to all the world. We thank God for God’s love and for the love of Mary and Joseph who welcomed Jesus.

LUKE 2:9-14

9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see--I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14 "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

First Reading: Isaiah 7:10-16
An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In response, Ahaz decided to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah reminds Ahaz that human attempts to establish security will fail. The prophet gives the sign that is the only source of true safety: Immanuel, God is with us!

10 The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall name him Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.”
Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25
Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely-begotten child into the family of David and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means “God saves.”

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel, which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 25 but had no marital relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus.
Prayer of the Day
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
[image: ]Amen.
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