ORDER FOR WORSHIP – December 14, 2025
Third Sunday of Advent

WE PREPARE FOR WORSHIP - (Silence and Prayer is appropriate) 
Prelude
Announcements
Confession
God of star and sign, lead us into the depths of mystery. Guide us in the way of forgiveness and place in us songs of joy.  God of the journey and God of this holy place, walk with us in times of trouble, hold us when we tremble and cry, and be with us when we face our darkness. Dwell with us in the holiness of this moment. Forgive our pride and envy and bring us Joy. Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Candles	See Insert

WE SING PRAISES TO GOD 
Entrance Hymn – Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus	#254
Litany
P: Surprising God, you bring joy to an unexpecting world. 
C: Into our busy days, you place Bethlehem moments.
P: A stillness that strengthens our hearts,
C: A cry that kindles memories and wrinkles smile across 
     our faces,
P: Visitors who bless us with kind words and warm gifts.
C: Angelic music that lifts our weariness.
P: Surprising God, usher us into the wonder of Bethlehem 
C: Usher in the peace of the Christ Child and let our hearts
    abound with joy. Amen.

Prayer of the Day

WE HEAR THE WORD
First Lesson – Isaiah 35:1-10
Second Lesson – James 5:7-10
Gospel Acclamation – Alleluia                                    Page 205
Gospel – Matthew 11:2-11	      
Children’s Moment						   
Sermon –						        Pastor Don

WE RESPOND WITH SONGS AND STATEMENTS
Pulpit Hymn – Joy to the World (vs.2,3,4)	#267
The Apostles’ Creed 					 Page 105
Prayers of the Church

WE OFFER GIFTS TO GOD AS WE SAY THANKS
Offering   
Offertory – Angels, from the Realms of Glory (vs.1,4)	      #275
Offertory Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer						 Page 208				 
WE LEAVE TO DO OUR WORK ON GOD’S BEHALF 
Benediction  
Sending Song – Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises	#535
Postlude                               	      

[image: ]Please extend your hands of comfort to Everett Bain on the loss of his mother, 
Clare ‘Dolly’ Bell.  Clare passed away Saturday, November 29th.  Her funeral was held on Friday, December 5th at St. Joseph Catholic Church.  Blessed be her memory.

May God comfort the family and friends of Bonne Johnson.  Bonne passed away Saturday, December 6th.  Funeral arrangements are pending at this time.  Please keep them in your prayers during this time of grief.

We offer our prayers and sympathy to Ron Hadrath and family on the loss of his wife, Carol.  Carol passed away Saturday, December 6th.  Her funeral was held at Anderson-TeBeest Funeral Home on Saturday, December 13th. May God’s comfort be with them in the days ahead. 
[image: ]Ministry of Caring
We give thanks to God for God's healing power.  Your prayers have made a big difference in the lives of our people on this list.  Please continue to pray for each person by name, at least once a week.  As we offer our prayers, God’s love fills us with grace.

Health for Members:
Wayne Thalberg; Bob Erickson; Edith Hendrickson; Bea Hoppe; 
Andy Anderson; Yvonne Ward; Don Haugerud; Sheryl Maus; Nancy Dack;
Dianne Dvergsten; Darwin TeBeest; Diane & Dennis Loose; Mike Fagen; Julie Rhode; Lowell Hanson; Darlene Ulven; Tom Albrecht; Don Maland; Paul Arends; Lynette Arends; Curt Winters; Lee Kvanli; Kathy Gilkey and Marvin & Gayle Jensen.
Health for Others:
Name	         Requested By    	
Bill Zarnke		Amy Hogrefe
Ruth Ann Lee		Jerry Lee
Dennis DeGrote		Mae Nelson
Pat Haugen		Ginny Koenen
Paul Rice		Mary Rice
Janice Lund, Delaine Christenson	Lois Christenson
Beckham Trygestad		Jennifer Hauge
Amerie Tell, Mitch Augeson, Terry Hermanson	Sally Groothuis
Cathy Teske		Pam Haugerud
Tim & Andrea Dreier		Mary Ann Nordaune
Jerry Cronen		Karen Kepner	
Tim Johnson, Mike Halvorson	Lois & DeVon Vien
Lyn Bonnema	Margit Bonnema
Delores Bursack	Deb & Jerry Larson	
Neal Dalton	Doris Larson
Randy Lee	Caren & Duane Johnson
Linda Bendickson, Brenda Ulven	Darlene Ulven
Trevor Hansen	Pat & Ron Binnebose
Gina Jung Thorne		Sue Varpness
Willard Arnold		Yvonne Ward
Andi Moon		Pam & Dave Arneson
Jim & Jody Renbarger		Barb Smith	
Serving in the Military:
Bowen Tesch, grandson of Jim & Deb Bowen; Paul Evenson, son-in-law of Karyn Maass; Dennis DeJong, friend of Lois Christenson; Sean Prior, grandson of DeVon & Lois Vien; Justin Olsen, grandson of Ken & Janice Olsen; Alan Gronewold, son of Gladys Nelson; Tyler Meyenburg, son of Rick & Mort Meyenburg; Kirk Larson & Ross Larson, sons of Jerry & Deb Larson; Daniel Harter & Shane McDonald, sons-in-law of 
Susan Marcinkowski.

Week of December 15th through December 21st
Monday
	4:30 pm	Ministry Board
	5:30 pm	Management Board
Tuesday
	10:15 am	Staff Meeting
	10:30 am	Worship on Channel 180
Wednesday
	7:00 am	Roll with Jesus
	1:30 pm	WELCA
	5:00 pm	Chimes Practice
	6:00 pm	Handbell Practice
	6:30 pm	Confirmation
	7:00 pm	W.O.W
	7:00 pm	Choir Practice
Thursday
	10:30 am	Worship on Channel 180
	11:00 am	Senior Lites Christmas/Senior Communion
Sunday
	9:00 am	Sunday School Christmas Program
	10:15 am	Coffee Fellowship/Cookie Decorating
[image: ]	11:00 am	Worship on KDMA 1460
Ways To Give!
[image: ]The Giving Tree is Here!
This Christmas season help share God’s love with families in need and Heritage Haven 
through our annual Giving Tree.
You’ll find the tree in the Narthex decorated with tags listing gifts to help members in need as well as support Heritage Haven.  Please take a tag (or two!), purchase the gift, and then return it – unwrapped to the church office by December 22nd.  Together, we can bring hope and joy to our neighbors this Christmas!


[image: A box full of food

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Chippewa County Food Shelf needs your help to stop Holiday Hunger!  Let’s end hunger in our community and support our local food shelf.  This campaign will run through the end of the year.  Checks should be made payable to: Chippewa County Food Shelf.  Please bring your monetary donations to the church office.  Food donations can be placed in the grocery cart in the narthex.  Let us be generous in our giving.  The greatest reward is knowing that you have answered God’s call to feed the hungry and care for those in need.


[image: A cartoon character with text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Barb and Ashley McKee as part of a Thrivent Action Team Project are gathering gently used coats and accepting donations towards new hats, gloves, boots and coats for people in need.  Please drop off your donations in the church office.  Let’s join together in sharing warmth and kindness this season!

[image: ]Remember to return your 2026 Generosity Pledge sheets.  You may place them in the Pledge Box at the back of the church, bring them to the church office, put them in the drop box outside of the Mason Hall door or simply mail them back to the church.  Thank you!
First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-10
The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a joyous procession to Zion. God’s coming reign will bring a renewal of creation in which health and wholeness will be restored. There is no need for fear, for God is coming to save.

 1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and shouting. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 3 Strengthen the weak hands and make firm the feeble knees. 4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be opened; 6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert; 7 the burning sand shall become a pool and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp; the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 8 A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 9 No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.


Prayer of the Day
Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



Second Reading: James 5:7-10
In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are called upon to cultivate patience rather than discontent.

7 Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8 You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9 Brothers and sisters, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers and sisters, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11
John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God’s judgment upon the earth (Matt. 3:11-12). From a prison cell, he wonders whether Jesus is the one who will do this. Jesus’ response indicates that God’s reign is indeed being fulfilled already through healing and restoration.

2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6 And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”

  7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What, then, did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9 What, then, did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written,
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
  who will prepare your way before you.’
11 “Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

[image: ]Senior Lites
Christmas Party/Senior Communion
Thursday, 
December 18th 
Senior Communion at 11:00 am
Dinner at Noon
Christmas Program at 1:00 pm
[image: ]Come for the food, fellowship, entertainment and the prizes!  Serving Roast Beef, Mashed Potatoes/Gravy, Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cloverleaf Roll, Lefse and Mint Ice Cream.  Please sign up in the church office so we are sure to have enough food and 
prizes available.
[image: A red background with ornaments and confetti

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Senior Lites
Christmas Party/Senior Communion
Thursday, 
December 18th 
Senior Communion at 11:00 am
Dinner at Noon
Christmas Program at 1:00 pm
[image: A red bird with a black beak

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Come for the food, fellowship, entertainment and the prizes!  Serving Roast Beef, Mashed Potatoes/Gravy, Carrots, Cole Slaw, Cloverleaf Roll, Lefse and Mint Ice Cream.  Please sign up in the church office so we are sure to have enough food and 
prizes available.

WEEK THREE

Today we add to the string of candles by lighting the third Advent Candle.  This candle is known as the Shepherds’ Candle.  This candle reminds us that we share with others the birth of 
the Savior.  The Shepherds were the first to see Jesus and through them, all the world came to know the joy of his birth.  Each and every year, we have that same saving message to share with our broken world.

LUKE 2:15-18

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us."
16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.


[image: A group of red candles and ornaments

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
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