ORDER FOR WORSHIP – December 7, 2025
Second Sunday of Advent
WE PREPARE FOR WORSHIP - (Silence and Prayer is appropriate) 
Prelude
Announcements
Confession
Holy God, come quickly and lighten our darkness. Enliven our reading of the familiar story. Prepare us to be comforted and confronted.
Holy Child, your coming will disturb us, will expose our failure to love, our lack of concern for others, our pride in the things we have earned and bought. Come quickly so we do not forget that you give us our life, our security, our peace. Heaven, shed your dew; clouds, rain down salvation; earth, bring forth the Savior.
Holy God, come quickly. Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Candles			          	See Insert

WE SING PRAISES TO GOD 
Entrance Hymn – On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry	       #249
Litany
P:	This is the time of Advent.
C:	Carols are sung; the ears of the heart awaken.
P:	Candles glow; children's eyes grow wide with wonder.
C:	The stars twinkle; Peace and Joy are born.
P:	Christmas is stirring in every corner.
C:	Joy creeps into our hearts and peace is found again.

Prayer of the Day
Chimes and Bells

WE HEAR THE WORD
First Lesson – Isaiah 11:1-10
Choir Anthem – Creation will be at Peace
Second Lesson – Romans 15:4-13
Gospel Acclamation – Alleluia                                          	Page 205
Gospel – Matthew 3:1-12	      
Children’s Moment						   
Sermon –						         Nels Baukol


WE RESPOND WITH SONGS AND STATEMENTS
Pulpit Hymn – Comfort, Comfort Now My People	#256
The Apostles’ Creed	Page 105
Prayers of the Church

WE OFFER GIFTS TO GOD AS WE SAY THANKS
Offering   
Offertory – From Heaven Above (vs.1,12)	#268
Offertory Prayer 

WE EAT AND DRINK TOGETHER IN CHRIST
Words of Institution						  Page 108
Lord’s Prayer							  Page 208
O Lamb of God						  Page 208

WE LEAVE TO DO OUR WORK ON GOD’S BEHALF 
Distribution/Closing Prayer
Benediction  
Sending Song – Prepare the Royal Highway (vs.1,3,4)	#264
Postlude                              	      

Today’s Altar Flowers are given in memory of our father’s and Robb’s sister, Ed Gilkey, Roger Krueger and Trish Hertog from 
Robb and Kathy Gilkey.
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[image: ]Ministry of Caring
We give thanks to God for God's healing power.  Your prayers have made a big difference in the lives of our people on this list.  Please continue to pray for each person by name, at least once a week.  As we offer our prayers, God’s love fills us with grace.
Health for Members:
Bob Erickson; Edith Hendrickson; Bea Hoppe; Andy Anderson;
Klayton TeBeest; Yvonne Ward; Don Haugerud; Sheryl Maus; 
Dianne Dvergsten; Darwin TeBeest; Nancy Dack; Diane & Dennis Loose; Mike Fagen; Julie Rhode; Lowell Hanson; Darlene Ulven; Tom Albrecht; 
Don Maland; Paul Arends; Lynette Arends; Curt Winters; Lee Kvanli; 
Kathy Gilkey and Marvin & Gayle Jensen.
Health for Others:
Name	         Requested By    	
Bill Zarnke		Amy Hogrefe
Ruth Ann Lee		Jerry Lee
Dennis DeGrote		Mae Nelson
Pat Haugen		Ginny Koenen
Paul Rice		Mary Rice
Janice Lund, Delaine Christenson	Lois Christenson
Beckham Trygestad		Jennifer Hauge
Amerie Tell, Mitch Augeson, Terry Hermanson	Sally Groothuis
Cathy Teske		Pam Haugerud
Tim & Andrea Dreier		Mary Ann Nordaune
Jerry Cronen		Karen Kepner	
Tim Johnson, Mike Halvorson	Lois & DeVon Vien
Lyn Bonnema	Margit Bonnema
Delores Bursack	Deb & Jerry Larson	
Neal Dalton	Doris Larson
Randy Lee	Caren & Duane Johnson
Linda Bendickson, Brenda Ulven	Darlene Ulven
Trevor Hansen	Pat & Ron Binnebose
Alyson, Joe & Cam Helgeson	Rosie Dehli
Gina Jung Thorne		Sue Varpness
Willard Arnold		Yvonne Ward
Andi Moon		Pam & Dave Arneson
Jim & Jody Renbarger		Barb Smith	

Serving in the Military:
Bowen Tesch, grandson of Jim & Deb Bowen; Paul Evenson, son-in-law of Karyn Maass; Dennis DeJong, friend of Lois Christenson; Sean Prior, grandson of DeVon & Lois Vien; Justin Olsen, grandson of Ken & Janice Olsen; Alan Gronewold, son of Gladys Nelson; Tyler Meyenburg, son of Rick & Mort Meyenburg; Kirk Larson & Ross Larson, sons of Jerry & Deb Larson; Daniel Harter & Shane McDonald, sons-in-law of 
Susan Marcinkowski.	
Week of December 8th through December 14th 		 
Tuesday
	10:15 am	Staff Meeting
	10:30 am	Worship on Channel 180
Wednesday
	7:00 am	Roll with Jesus
	11:30 am	Altar Guild
	1:00 pm	Happy Hatters
	5:00 pm	Church Council
	5:00 pm	Chimes Practice
	6:00 pm	Handbell Practice
	6:30 pm	Confirmation
	7:00 pm	W.O.W
	7:00 pm	Choir Practice
Thursday
	10:30 am	Worship on Channel 180
	11:00 am 	Senior Communion	
Sunday
	9:00 am 	Praise Worship 
	10:15 am	Coffee Fellowship
	10:15 am	Sunday School
	11:00 am	Worship on KDMA 1460	
[image: ]Senior Lites 
Christmas Party
Thursday, December 18th at Noon 
Come for the food, fellowship, entertainment and the prizes!  Serving Chicken Cordon Bleu, Wild Rice/Rice side, Sweet Potatoes, Cole Slaw, Cloverleaf Roll and Cranberry Dessert with Butter Sauce.  Please sign up in the church office so we are sure to have enough food and prizes available.
Prayer of the Day
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen
Ways To Give!
[image: A christmas tree and presents

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]The Giving Tree is Here!
This Christmas season help share God’s love with families in need and Heritage Haven 
through our annual Giving Tree.
You’ll find the tree in Bethany Hall decorated with tags listing gifts to help members in need as well as support Heritage Haven.  Please take a tag (or two!), purchase the gift, and then return it – unwrapped to the church office by December 22nd.  Together, we can bring hope and joy to our neighbors this Christmas!
[image: A box full of food

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Chippewa County Food Shelf needs your help to stop Holiday Hunger!  Let’s end hunger in our community and support our local food shelf.  This campaign will run through the end of the year.  Checks should be made payable to: Chippewa County Food Shelf.  Please bring your monetary donations to the church office.  Food donations can be placed in the grocery cart in the narthex.  Let us be generous in our giving.  The greatest reward is knowing that you have answered God’s call to feed the hungry and care for those in need.

[image: A cartoon character with text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Barb and Ashley McKee as part of a Thrivent Action Team Project are gathering gently used coats and accepting donations towards new hats, gloves, boots and coats for people in need.  Please drop off your donations in the church office.  Let’s join together in sharing warmth and kindness this season!
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Remember to return your 2026 Generosity Pledge sheets.  You may place them in the Pledge Box at the back of the church, bring them to the church office, put them in the drop box outside of the Mason Hall door or simply mail them back to the church.  Thank you!

First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10
Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line (the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence.

 1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.  He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by what his ears hear, 4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 6 The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the lion will feed together, and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 9 They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

Second Reading: Romans 15:4-13
God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging each other just as Christ has welcomed them into God’s family.

4 Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the ancestors 9 and that the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles and sing praises to your name”;
10 and again he says, “Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”; 11 and again, “Praise the Lord, all you gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; 12 and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the gentiles; in him the gentiles shall hope.”
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12
Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come.

1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’ ” 4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins.
 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9 and do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
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