ORDER FOR WORSHIP – November 30, 2025
First Sunday of Advent

WE PREPARE FOR WORSHIP - (Silence and Prayer is appropriate) 
Prelude
Announcements

Confession
How hard it is to wait for you, O God. We long for the stillness of a holy night; we eagerly want to feel again the radiant joy of your birth. And we want peace on earth and peace in our families to last for longer than a day.  Tender God may your coming through Jesus bring a lasting joy and a reformed life. Teach us to wait hopefully and expectantly. Amen.

Lighting of The Advent Candle				See Insert

WE SING PRAISES TO GOD 
Entrance Hymn – Hark, the Glad Sound!               	       #239
Litany
P:	Come, Lord Jesus, come.
C:	Renew our worn-out hopes.
P:	Come, Prince of Peace, come.
C:	Refashion our commitment to a world of justice.
P:	Come, Wonderful Counselor, come.
C:	Rekindle our joy for living.
P:	Come, Giver of Life, come.
C:	Refresh our yearning for you. 
P:	Come, Lord Jesus, come.

Prayer of the Day

WE HEAR THE WORD
First Lesson – Isaiah 2:1-5
Special Music – Anika Arends and Devin Ashling
Second Lesson – Romans 13:11-14
Gospel Acclamation – Alleluia                                    Page 205
Gospel – Matthew 24:36-44	      
Children’s Moment						   
Sermon						  Pastor Michelle
WE RESPOND WITH SONGS AND STATEMENTS
Pulpit Hymn – The King Shall Come	                          #260
The Apostles’ Creed 					 Page 105
Prayers of the Church

WE OFFER GIFTS TO GOD AS WE SAY THANKS
Offering   
Offertory – We Give Thee but Thine Own (vs.1,2)             #686
Offertory Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer						          Page 208					
WE LEAVE TO DO OUR WORK ON GOD’S BEHALF 
Benediction  
Sending Song – Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers                       #244
Postlude                               	      

[image: ]
Good morning and welcome to worship!  Today, we gather in the spirit of hope, peace, joy, and   love - the gifts that God brings to us in this holy season of Advent.

Today’s Altar Flowers, Radio Broadcast and 
Facebook Live are all given by grateful members of the congregation.  Thank you for your gifts.

Join us for Senior Communion
Thursday, December 11th at 11:00 am
Worship with Dinner to follow serving Roast Beef, Mashed Potatoes, Carrots, Lefse, Cranberry Relish and 
Mint Chocolate Chip Ice Cream
Please call the church office at 269-8824 to arrange 
for a ride if needed.
[image: A red bow with a tag on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Ministry of Caring
We give thanks to God for God's healing power.  Your prayers have made a big difference in the lives of our people on this list.  Please continue to pray for each person by name, at least once a week.  As we offer our prayers, God’s love fills us with grace.

Health for Members:
Ruth Ann Lee; Kurt Dahl; Bob Erickson; Edith Hendrickson; 
Klayton TeBeest; Marlyn Fokken; Andy Anderson; Darlene Black; Maurice Erickson; Yvonne Ward; Don Haugerud; Sheryl Maus; 
Bea Hoppe; Dianne Dvergsten; Darwin TeBeest; Nancy Dack; Diane & Dennis Loose; Mike Fagen; Julie Rhode; Lowell Hanson; Darlene Ulven; Tom Albrecht; Don Maland; Paul Arends; Lynette Arends; Curt Winters; Lee Kvanli; Kathy Gilkey and Marvin & Gayle Jensen.
Health for Others:
Name	         Requested By    	
Dennis DeGrote		Mae Nelson
Pat Haugen		Ginny Koenen
Paul Rice		Mary Rice
Janice Lund, Delaine Christenson	Lois Christenson
Beckham Trygestad		Jennifer Hauge
Amerie Tell, Mitch Augeson, Terry Hermanson	Sally Groothuis
Cathy Teske		Pam Haugerud
Tim & Andrea Dreier		Mary Ann Nordaune
Jerry Cronen		Karen Kepner	
Tim Johnson, Mike Halvorson	Lois & DeVon Vien
Lyn Bonnema	Margit Bonnema
Delores Bursack	Deb & Jerry Larson	
Neal Dalton	Doris Larson
Randy Lee	Caren & Duane Johnson
Linda Bendickson, Brenda Ulven	Darlene Ulven
Trevor Hansen	Pat & Ron Binnebose
Alyson, Joe & Cam Helgeson	Rosie Dehli
Gina Jung Thorne		Sue Varpness
Willard Arnold		Yvonne Ward
Andi Moon		Pam & Dave Arneson
Jim & Jody Renbarger		Barb Smith	
Serving in the Military:
Bowen Tesch, grandson of Jim & Deb Bowen; Paul Evenson, son-in-law of Karyn Maass; Dennis DeJong, friend of Lois Christenson; 
Sean Prior, grandson of DeVon & Lois Vien; Justin Olsen, grandson of Ken & Janice Olsen; Alan Gronewold, son of Gladys Nelson; 
Tyler Meyenburg, son of Rick & Mort Meyenburg; 
Kirk Larson & Ross Larson, sons of Jerry & Deb Larson;
Daniel Harter & Shane McDonald, sons-in-law of Susan Marcinkowski.
Week of December 1st through December 7th  	
Monday
	5:00 pm	Dorcas Circle
Tuesday
	10:15 am	Staff Meeting
	10:30 am	Worship on Channel 180
Wednesday
	7:00 am	Roll with Jesus
	10:30 am	Altar Guild
	5:00 pm	Chimes Practice
	6:00 pm	Handbell Practice
	6:30 pm	Confirmation
	7:00 pm	W.O.W
	7:00 pm	Choir Practice
Thursday
	9:00 am	Senior Advisory Board
	10:30 am	Worship on Channel 180	
Sunday
	9:00 am 	Worship with Holy Communion
	10:15 am	Coffee Fellowship/Pastor Don’s Adult Education
	10:15 am	Sunday School
	11:00 am	Worship on KDMA 1460	


Join us for Worship!
Sunday School Christmas Program
Sunday, December 21st at 9:00 am
Christmas Eve Worship with 
Holy Communion
Wednesday, December 24th at 
3:00 pm & 5:30 pm

[image: ]Ways To Give!
The Giving Tree is Here!
This Christmas season help share God’s love with families in need and Heritage Haven 
through our annual Giving Tree.
Starting November 30th, you’ll find the tree in Bethany Hall decorated with tags listing gifts to help members in need as well as support Heritage Haven.  Please take a tag (or two!), purchase the gift, and return it – unwrapped to the church office by December 22nd.  Together, we can bring hope and joy to our neighbors this Christmas!
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Chippewa County Food Shelf needs your help to stop Holiday Hunger!  Let’s end hunger in our community and support our local food shelf.  This campaign will run through the end of the year.  Checks should be made payable to: Chippewa County Food Shelf.  Please bring your monetary donations to the church office.  Food donations can be placed in the grocery cart in the narthex.  Let us be generous in our giving.  The greatest reward is knowing that you have answered God’s call to feed the hungry and care for those in need.

[image: A cartoon character with text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Barb and Ashley McKee as part of a Thrivent Action Team Project are gathering gently used coats and accepting donations towards new hats, gloves, boots and coats for people in need.  Please drop off your donations in the church office.  Let’s join together in sharing warmth and kindness this season!

[image: ]  Remember to return your 2026 Generosity Pledge sheets.  You may place them in the Pledge Box at the back of the church, bring them to the church office, put them in the drop box outside of the Mason Hall door or simply mail them back to the church.  Thank you!
First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!”
1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2 In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.
3 Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between the nations
and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war anymore. 5 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD!

Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ’s coming in the future.

11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will come unannounced.

Jesus said to the disciples, 36 “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 42 Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”


Prayer of the Day
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the threatening dangers of our sins and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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