Blessing of the Years
18th Sunday After Pentecost – October 12, 2025
Matthew 6:27 And which of you by worrying can add a single hour to your span of life? (Jesus)
Today we bless the years each of us have lived, with special honor to those with more—yet recognizing God’s nearness throughout.
Hymn Sing—we’ll sing one verse.
Call to Worship Song – I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me	#860
Welcome and Announcements
Reception of New Members
Gathering Song – You Are Mine	#581
P:	In the name of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who abides with us always.
C:	God is with us always.  Amen.
Litany
P:	Genesis 6:3 Then the Lord said, "My spirit shall not abide in mortals forever, for they are flesh; their days shall be 120 years." 
C:	God, thank you for the time you give us to grow.
P:	Proverbs 20:29 The glory of youths is their strength, but the beauty of the aged is their gray hair.
C:	Grant us needed strength and experience.
P:	Proverbs 16:31 Gray hair is a crown of glory; it is gained in a righteous life.
C:	Day by day, we strive to be more holy, whatever color our crown, even if it be bare.
P:	Proverbs 23:22 Listen to your father who begot you, and do not despise your mother when she is old.
C:	Bless the parents we’ve had, and those who are, and those to come.
P:	Psalm 92:12,14 The righteous flourish like the palm tree and grow like a cedar in Lebanon…   In old age they still produce fruit; they are always green and full of sap.
C:	Grant that we recognize the gifts of the elders.1
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Ministry of Caring
We give thanks to God for God’s healing power.  Your prayers have made a big difference in the lives of our people on this list.  Please continue to pray for each person by name.  As we offer our prayers, God’s love fills us with grace.


Health for Members
Barb Oleson; Kay Gustafson; Don Haugerud; Sheryl Maus; Bea Hoppe; 
Dianne Dvergsten; Kyle Haase; Darwin TeBeest; Jenell Dahl; 
Nancy Dack; Diane & Dennis Loose; Mike Fagen; Julie Rhode; 
Lowell Hanson; Darlene Ulven; Tom Albrecht; Pastor Chris; Don Maland; Paul Arends; Lynette Arends; Curt Winters; Lee Kvanli; Kathy Gilkey and Marvin & Gayle Jensen 
Health for Others
Name	           Requested By    	
Paul Rice		Mary Rice
Janice Lund		Lois Christenson
Beckham Trygestad		Hattie Hauge
Emily Evenson		Tom Albrecht
Amerie Tell, Mitch Augeson	Sally Groothuis
Cathy Teske		Pam Haugerud
Tim & Andrea Dreier		Mary Ann Nordaune
Jerry Cronen		Karen Kepner	
Tim Johnson, Mike Halvorson	Lois & DeVon Vien
Lyn Bonnema	Margit Bonnema
Delores Bursack	Deb & Jerry Larson	
Neal Dalton	Doris Larson
Randy Lee	Caren & Duane Johnson 
Linda Bendickson, Brenda Ulven	Darlene Ulven
Trevor Hansen	Pat & Ron Binnebose
Alyson, Joe & Cam Helgeson	Rosie Dehli	
Gina Jung Thorne		Sue Varpness
Willard Arnold		Yvonne Ward
Andi Moon		Pam & Dave Arneson
Jim & Jody Renbarger		Barb Smith
		
Serving in the Military
Bowen Tesch, grandson of Jim & Deb Bowen; Paul Evenson, son-in-law of Karyn Maass; Dennis DeJong, friend of Lois Christenson; 
Sean Prior, grandson of DeVon & Lois Vien; Justin Olsen, grandson of Ken & Janice Olsen; Alan Gronewold, son of Gladys Nelson; 
Tyler Meyenburg, son of Rick & Mort Meyenburg; 
Kirk Larson & Ross Larson, sons of Jerry & Deb Larson; 
Daniel Harter & Shane McDonald, sons-in-law of Susan Marcinkowski.
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18th Sunday after Pentecost
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Week of October 13th through October 19th
Tuesday
10:15 am	Staff Meeting
10:30 am	Worship on Channel 180
2:00 pm	Brookside Holy Communion
Wednesday
           7:00 am	Roll with Jesus
          1:00 pm	Happy Hatters	
          1:30 pm	WELCA		
	2:30 pm	Worship on Channel 180
	5:00 pm	Chimes Practice
	6:00 pm	Handbell Practice
	6:30 pm	Confirmation
	7:00 pm	WOW
	7:00 pm	Choir Practice	
Thursday 
10:30 am	Worship on Channel 180
5:00 pm	Senior Lites Fall Kickoff
Sunday 
9:00 am	Worship
10:15 am	Sunday School/Coffee Fellowship
11:00 am	Worship on KDMA 1460
[image: ]
Watson Lutheran Church
Drive-thru Meatball Supper
TODAY!
Serving from 4:30 – 6:00 pm (or until gone)
Tickets are $15.00
Menu includes meatballs, real mashed potatoes and gravy, corn, cranberry salad, bread, lefse and dessert
[image: ]
     Reminder to sign up for the 
        Senior Lites Fall Kickoff!
Thursday, October 16th at 5:00 pm.
Serving Scalloped Potatoes, Meatballs, Jello, Corn, Coleslaw, Bread, Pickles, Apple Pie/Ice Cream, Coffee, Lemonade and Water.
Entertainment by the Building Bridges Choir9
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P:	Jeremiah 31:29 In those days they shall no longer say: “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge.”2
5

C:	Forgive us for the harms we’ve done and lead us away from the harms against us.  Guide us in righteousness all our days.
P:	Isaiah 40:30-31 Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted, but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.
C:	Lend us your strength, dear Lord, to meet each day with hope and grace.  Amen.
Prayer of the Day: Almighty and most merciful God, your bountiful goodness fills all creation. Keep us safe from all that may hurt us, that, whole and well in body and spirit, we may with grateful hearts accomplish all that you would have us do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.
Children’s Moment
Special Music by Dorothy Doring
Special Music – Wings of a Dove	 
First Lesson: 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c
Special Music – How Great Thou Art
Second Lesson: 2 Timothy 2:8-15
Special Music – Lamb of God
Gospel Reading: Luke 17:11-19
Special Music – Let It Be
Reflection
Song – You Are My Hiding Place	Songbook #60
Praise Worship Creed	See Screen
Prayer Song – Hear Our Prayer	#178
Prayers of the Church
The Lord’s Prayer	Sung
Offering

Offertory Hymn – Eternal Father, Strong to Save	#756
Offertory Prayer
Benediction – May God Be Gracious to Us	Songbook #68

Welcome to Fall Worship, welcome to our church family!
We’re so happy you chose to worship with us today. We are so glad to see all of you here today on this brand new morning as we gather together in peace.

Today’s Altar Flowers and Radio Broadcast are given in honor of the US Navy’s 250th Birthday on October 13th, and the blessings God has given our great country by Tom and Leanna Albrecht.  The offertory hymn is the Navy Hymn celebrating the Navy’s Birthday.

[image: ]Praise Worship Announcement
Songbooks with music printed for songs not in our hymnals are available at the 
ushers’ stations.



Welcome….
[image: ]Dorothy Doring, sister to our very own Marilyn Kvanli, is a seasoned jazz singer with a versatile musical background.  Dorothy has had experience in everything from country to rock, to blues and jazz.  She has recorded three albums and is known to Twin Cities jazz fans through her appearances at many clubs.
                  Thank You!
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YOUR OFFERING AT WORK…


Every time you give, your dollars go to work, changing lives. Here are some of those ways ...

Campus Ministry – Did you know that we give dollars for the campus ministry at the University of Minnesota, Morris? This way when our young adults get to college, God is walking with them. For many, it is a scary experience and just having something familiar like Lutheran worship helps to ground them as they move forward into their future.

Prison Ministry – This congregation has supported a prison ministry since there was an active prison in Appleton. When that prison closed, the congregation voted to designate those dollars to the Prison Ministry inside the walls of the South Dakota State Prison in Sioux Falls. We also provide yarn for the men who knit hats and mittens for kids in need in the Sioux Falls area.  

Fund For Leaders In Mission – You and I both want strong and well-educated leaders. This fund, through the ELCA, helps to pay for the expenses that students have at seminaries. We are educating future leaders for this and many congregations.

St. Martin’s Fund – We give our dollars locally to help those in need.  We help with electric and water bills, prescriptions and glasses. We help with gas to get to doctor’s appointments and many other things. Did you know that this is a matching program? They must match the help we offer. A person can use this program once per year, up to a total of $250.

Heritage Haven – This is a part of the St. Martin’s Fund and is our Transitional Housing Work at the former 1st Congregational Church.  All funds come from individual donors and churches in our area.  It is amazing what we can do together.
[image: Image result for thank you]





8



[image: ]











Brooklynn Dahl, Oakley Leske and Seraia Tetzloff
1011 North 11th Street
Montevideo, MN 56265

Tim Dahl and Roxy Dahl
306 North 13th Street
Montevideo, MN 56265

Cody and Shelby Hiepler, Graham & Lainey
1625 North 6th Street
Montevideo, MN 56265

Lance Tebben
224 North 19th Street
Montevideo, MN 56265

Amber Thompson and Aubrey Gilb
907 Tanglewood Drive
Montevideo, MN 56265

Lonnie Torgeson
1318 Black Oak Ave
Montevideo, MN 56265
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First Reading: 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c
Naaman, a Syrian general, suffers from leprosy. In this passage Elisha miraculously cures his illness, but only after Naaman realizes, with the help of his servants, that he also needs healing for his pride. This foreign general then acknowledges the sovereignty of the God of Israel.

1 Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and in high favor with his master because by him the LORD had given victory to Aram. The man, though a mighty warrior, suffered from a skin disease. 2 Now the Arameans on one of their raids had taken a young girl captive from the land of Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife. 3 She said to her mistress, “If only my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his skin disease.”
  7 When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am I God, to give death or life, that this man sends word to me to cure a man of his skin disease? Just look and see how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me.”
  8 But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent a message to the king, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come to me, that he may learn that there is a prophet in Israel.” 9 So Naaman came with his horses and chariots and halted at the entrance of Elisha’s house. 10 Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored, and you shall be clean.” 11 But Naaman became angry and went away, saying, “I thought that for me he would surely come out and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God and would wave his hand over the spot and cure the skin disease! 12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?” He turned and went away in a rage. 13 But his servants approached and said to him, “Father, if the prophet had commanded you to do something difficult, would you not have done it? How much 
more, when all he said to you was, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 14 So
 he went down and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God; his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy, and he was clean.
  15a, b, c Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company; he came and stood before him and said, “Now I know that there is no God in all the earth except in Israel.”4



Second Reading: 2 Timothy 2:8-15
Though Paul is chained as a prisoner, the word of God is never shackled or confined. Timothy is encouraged to proclaim that word of freedom in an honest and upright life as well as in his teaching and preaching.

8 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David—that is my gospel, 9 for which I suffer hardship, even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But the word of God is not chained. 10 Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, so that they may also obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 11 The saying is sure:
 If we have died with him, we will also live with him;
 12 if we endure, we will also reign with him;
 if we deny him, he will also deny us;
 13 if we are faithless, he remains faithful—
 he cannot deny himself.
 14 Remind them of this, and warn them before the Lord that they are to avoid wrangling over words, which does no good but only ruins those who are listening. 15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved by him, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly explaining the word of truth.
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Gospel: Luke 17:11-19
Jesus’ mission includes making people clean again. Unexpectedly, a Samaritan healed of leprosy becomes a model for those who would praise and worship God and give thanks for God’s mercy.

11 On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he entered a village, ten men with a skin disease approached him. Keeping their distance, 13 they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 14 When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were made clean. 15 Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. 16 He prostrated himself at Jesus’s feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? So where are the other nine? 18 Did none of them return to give glory to God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.”
___________________________________________________

The following 3rd graders will be receiving their Bibles today after worship during a brunch in the Fireside Room.  Thank you to all the Bible Buddies that donated to help our 
youth continue their faith journey.

· Cainan Gabrielson son of Brooke Gabrielson

· Eliana Johnson daughter of Brian and Darlene Johnson

· Layla Olson daughter of Derek and Jennifer Olson
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(Former UCC)
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