         ORDER FOR WORSHIP
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost – July 26, 2026
WE PREPARE FOR WORSHIP - (Silence and Prayer is appropriate) 
Prelude
Announcements 
Confession/Absolution	 Page 94

WE SING PRAISES TO GOD 
Entrance Hymn – As We Gather at Your Table	#522
Greeting & Kyrie	Page 203
Hymn of Praise – Come Let Us Join	Page 204
Prayer of the Day	

WE HEAR THE WORD
First Lesson – 1 Kings 3:5-12
Special Music						     Rod Voorhees
Second Lesson – Romans 8:26-39
Gospel Acclamation – Alleluia 	Page 205
Gospel – Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
Children’s Moment	
Sermon –	Pastor Don 
 
WE RESPOND WITH SONGS AND STATEMENTS
Pulpit Hymn – Jesus, Priceless Treasure	#775
Apostles’ Creed	Page 105
Prayers of the Church	

WE OFFER GIFTS TO GOD AS WE SAY THANKS
Offering   
Offertory – Let the Vineyards be Fruitful	#182
Offertory Prayer	

WE EAT AND DRINK TOGETHER IN CHRIST
Words of Institution	 Page 108
Lord’s Prayer	Page 208
O Lamb of God	Page 208
Distribution/Closing Prayer

WE LEAVE TO DO OUR WORK ON GOD’S BEHALF 
Benediction   
Sending Song – Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 	#547
Postlude	
[image: ]Welcome to Worship! We are glad you are here!  Whether you are joining us for the first time or are a longtime member of our community, we warmly welcome you to this time of worship, reflection, and fellowship. May you feel a sense of peace, belonging, and encouragement as we gather together. There are activity bags for the young located on the usher stands at the back of the church.

Today’s Altar Flowers are given in loving memory of Howard Zietlow from Sharon Zietlow.

Today’s Facebook Live have been sponsored by a grateful member of the congregation.  Thank you for your gift.

Today’s Radio Broadcast is given in honor of our families from Dave Gardner and Jan Olson.

[image: ]Please join us for the Fall Supper Planning Meeting on August 6th at 10:30 am in the library.
We need your help to make this year's Fall Supper a success. If we don't have enough volunteers to help plan and organize the event, we won't be able to hold the supper.
Your ideas, time, and support are greatly appreciated. We hope to see you at the meeting!



Prayers for the People

Health for Members
Wayne & Phyllis Berglund, Don Schwarz, Ron Gilbertson, Dave Saue,
Bea Hoppe, Tom Birkey, Penny Worsech, Curtis Winters, Lisa Ketelsen Anderson, Randy Hanson, Amy Rodeberg, Bob Erickson, 
Edith Hendrickson, Andy Anderson, Don Haugerud, Nancy Dack, 
Dianne Dvergsten, Diane & Dennis Loose, Darlene Ulven, Tom Albrecht, Don Maland, Paul Arends, Lynette Arends, Lee Kvanli, Kathy Gilkey and Marvin Jensen.

Health for Others
Name			Requested By	
Evelyn Ross		Tory & Kena Sonstegard
Pam Tebben		Lance Tebben
James Olson		Gary & Elaine Sonstegard
Rodney Pitt		 Alvina Pitt
Howard Gatchell		Sherri Gatchell
Hakki Kalpek, Karen Hemmingson	Lois & DeVon Vien
Steve Johnson		Carol Norman
Jill Giinthir		Allison Voorhees
Renae Eckberg, John Eckberg	Pastor Marie Eckberg
Janice Lund, Nona Wallert	Lois Christenson
Amerie Tell, Mitch Augeson, Terry Hermanson	Sally Groothuis
Tim & Andrea Dreier		Mary Ann Nordaune	
Tim Johnson, Mike Halvorson	Lois & DeVon Vien
Lisa Lund	Sally Groothuis
Lyn Bonnema	Margit Bonnema
Delores Bursack	Deb & Jerry Larson	
Randy Lee	Caren & Duane Johnson
Linda Bendickson, Brenda Ulven	Darlene Ulven
Trevor Hansen	Pat & Ron Binnebose
Andi Moon		Pam & Dave Arneson
Jim & Jody Renbarger		Barb Smith
		
Serving in the Military
Kadin Brabender, cousin of Darren & Wendy Augeson; 
Bowen Tesch, grandson of Jim & Deb Bowen; Paul Evenson, 
son-in-law of Bill & Karyn Maass; Dennis DeJong, friend of Lois Christenson; Sean Prior, grandson of DeVon & Lois Vien; Justin Olsen, grandson of Ken & Janice Olsen; Alan Gronewold, son of Gladys Nelson; Tyler Meyenburg, son of Rick & Mort Meyenburg; 
Kirk Larson & Ross Larson, sons of Jerry & Deb Larson;
Daniel Harter & Shane McDonald, sons-in-law of Susan Marcinkowski.
9th Sunday after Pentecost
[image: ]July 26, 2026




[image: ]OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN
222 NORTH 5TH STREET
MONTEVIDEO, MN 
320-269-8824
oursaviors@oslcmonte.com
Week of July 27th through July August 2nd      
Tuesday
	10:15 am	Staff Meeting
	10:30 am	Worship on Channel 180
Wednesday
	2:30 pm	Worship on Channel 180
Thursday
	10:30 am	Worship on Channel 180
Friday – Office Closed
Sunday
	9:00 am	Worship w/Holy Communion 
	11:00 am	Worship on KDMA 93.9FM
	
[image: ]Senior Lites Picnic – Thursday, August 20
Senior Lites will gather for a picnic at 11:00 a.m. at the large picnic shelter in Smith Park. Enjoy BBQ sandwiches, chips, a summer salad, bottled water, and, if available, watermelon for dessert. Entertainment is still being planned.
Please call the church office at 269-8824 to sign up. We hope you'll join us for a wonderful time of food, fellowship, and fun!
[image: ]
Veterans Day at the Fair
Our church is sponsoring Veterans Day at the Fair Friday, July 31st.  Free gate admission for all veterans.  We invite everyone to come and join us as we honor and celebrate the men and women who have served our country. We hope you'll attend this special event and help us show our appreciation for our veterans. We look forward to seeing you there!

First Reading: 1 Kings 3:5-12
Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave him what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well.

5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7 And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9 Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil, for who can govern these great people of yours?”
  10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to him, “Because you have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 I now do according to your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you, and no one like you shall arise after you.”



Prayer of the Day
Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son, you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



Second Reading: Romans 8:26-39
These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us and the activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in Jesus Christ. Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible divine love.

26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches hearts, knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
  28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

  31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written,
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long;
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.


Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the implications of this announcement for people’s lives.

31 Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

  33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

  44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
  45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
  47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

  51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
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