ORDER FOR PRAISE WORSHIP 
Sixth Sunday of Easter – May 10, 2026
WE PREPARE FOR WORSHIP – (Silence and Prayer are appropriate) 
Prelude
Call to Worship – Gathered in His Name	C#50 
Announcements

WE PRAY AND PRAISE
Opening Song – This Is My Commandment	C#41

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!

Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.  
Merciful God,
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.
You lead us beside still waters.
We thank you for the waters of creation:
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.
We thank you for the waters that nourish us.
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness
who accompanies us on our journeys.
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.
Fill us with the breath of peace.
Blessed are you.


Week of May 11th through May 17th   
Monday
           6:00 pm        Mission Endowment Meeting
Tuesday
        10:15 am	Staff Meeting
        10:30 am	Worship on Channel 180
2:00 pm	Brookside Holy Communion
Wednesday
          9:30 am	Altar Guild		
	2:30 pm	Worship on Channel 180
        12:30 pm	Executive Board Meeting
	5:00 pm	Church Council Meeting
	5:00 pm	Chimes Practice
	6:00 pm	Handbell Practice	
Thursday
        10:30 am	Worship on Channel 180
Sunday 
9:00 am	Worship/Senior Sunday
        10:15 am	Coffee Fellowship
        11:00 am	Worship on KDMA 93.9 FM

Today’s Altar Flowers are given by the McKee family in celebration and honor of all mothers.


[image: ]We joyfully welcome 
Audrey Loretta Tollakson and
Jaycee Grace Tollakson through the waters of Holy Baptism today.  
Audrey is the daughter of Jon and Alison Tollakson.  Audrey’s sponsors are 
Chad and Mandi Dircks and 
         Jordan and Aleese Tollakson. 
Jaycee is the daughter of Jordan and Aleese Tollakson.  Jaycee’s sponsors are 
Josh and Shelby Moen and 
Nathan and Paige Stoffel.  
  May God Bless Audrey, Jaycee, and 
 their families.
[image: ]
Ministry of Caring
We give thanks to God for God’s healing power.  Your prayers have made a big difference in the lives of our people on this list.  Please continue to pray for each person by name.  As we offer our prayers, God’s love fills us with grace.

Health for Members
Tom Birkey, Anita Leger, Penny Worsech, Lisa Ketelsen Anderson, 
Curtis Winters, Randy Hanson, Amy Rodeberg, Bob Erickson, 
Edith Hendrickson, Andy Anderson, Don Haugerud, Dianne Dvergsten, Nancy Dack, Diane & Dennis Loose, Darlene Ulven, Tom Albrecht, 
Don Maland, Paul Arends, Lynette Arends, Lee Kvanli, Kathy Gilkey and Marvin Jensen.

Health for Others
Name	           Requested By    	
Hakki Kalpek, Karen Hemmingson	Lois & DeVon Vien
Steve Johnson		Carol Norman
Jill Giinthir		Allison Voorhees
Renae Eckberg		Pastor Marie Eckberg
Janice Lund, Nona Wallert	Lois Christenson
Amerie Tell, Mitch Augeson, Terry Hermanson	Sally Groothuis
Tim & Andrea Dreier		Mary Ann Nordaune	
Tim Johnson, Mike Halvorson	Lois & DeVon Vien
Lisa Lund	Sally Groothuis
Lyn Bonnema	Margit Bonnema
Delores Bursack	Deb & Jerry Larson	
Randy Lee	Caren & Duane Johnson 
Linda Bendickson, Brenda Ulven	Darlene Ulven
Trevor Hansen	Pat & Ron Binnebose	
Andi Moon		Pam & Dave Arneson
Jim & Jody Renbarger		Barb Smith	


Serving in the Military
Kadin Brabender, cousin of Darren & Wendy Augeson; 
Bowen Tesch, grandson of Jim & Deb Bowen; Paul Evenson, son-in-law of Bill & Karyn Maass; Dennis DeJong, friend of Lois Christenson; 
Sean Prior, grandson of DeVon & Lois Vien; Justin Olsen, grandson of Ken & Janice Olsen; Alan Gronewold, son of Gladys Nelson; 
Tyler Meyenburg, son of Rick & Mort Meyenburg; 
Kirk Larson & Ross Larson, sons of Jerry & Deb Larson; 
Daniel Harter & Shane McDonald, sons-in-law of Susan Marcinkowski.

Gospel: John 14:15-21
In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience to his commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them forever.

Jesus said to the disciples: 15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him because he abides with you, and he will be in you.
  18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”
[image: ]



As you leave today, please be sure to pick up a Mother’s Day gift available at the back of the church.





You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.

Kyrie Eleison	Page 184
Glory to God	Page 185 
Prayer of the Day

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
[bookmark: _Hlk52518695]First Lesson – Acts 17:22-31
[bookmark: _Hlk201665045]Second Lesson – 1 Peter 3:13-22
Gospel Acclamation 	Page 188                           
Gospel – John 14:15-21
Children’s Moment
Sermon – ‘Never Alone’	Pastor Don 
Pulpit Hymn – Lord of Justice	   See Screen
Sacrament of Holy Baptism	See Insert 

WE OFFER OURSELVES TO GOD

Prayers of the Church	 
Prayer Song – Hear Our Prayer	#178
Lord’s Prayer	Sung
Offering / Offering Prayer 

WE GO TO SERVE THE LORD
Benediction
Sending Song – He Is Exalted	C#63
Postlude

[image: ]Welcome to Worship We are glad you are here today. Whether you are joining us for the first time or are a longtime member of our church family, we warmly welcome you. This is a place to encounter God, grow in faith, and share in fellowship with one another. There are activity            bags for the young located in the back 
of the church.

First Reading: Acts 17:22-31
In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know nothing of either Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown god” whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and earth who will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead.

22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely spiritual you are in every way. 23 For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 

25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27 so that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28 For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, 
‘For we, too, are his offspring.’

29 “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30 While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”




Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:13-22
The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even in the face of defamation and persecution. In baptism we are made clean to act in accordance with what is right.

13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14 But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15 but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you, 16 yet do it with gentleness and respect. Maintain a good conscience so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 

17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20 who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight lives, were saved through water. 

21 And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

Prayer of the Day
Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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