         ORDER FOR WORSHIP
Fourth Sunday of Easter – April 26, 2026
WE PREPARE FOR WORSHIP - (Silence and Prayer is appropriate) 
Prelude
Announcements 
Confession/Absolution	 Page 94

WE SING PRAISES TO GOD 
Entrance Hymn – All People That on Earth Do Dwell	#883
	(vs.1,3,5)
Greeting & Kyrie	Page 203
Hymn of Praise – Come Let Us Join	Page 204
Prayer of the Day	

WE HEAR THE WORD
First Lesson – Acts 2:42-47
Choir Anthem – The Lord is My Shepherd	
Second Lesson – 1 Peter 2:19-25
Gospel Acclamation – Alleluia 	Page 205
Gospel – John 10:1-10
Children’s Moment	
Sermon –	Pastor Don 
  
WE RESPOND WITH SONGS AND STATEMENTS
Pulpit Hymn – Have No Fear, Little Flock	#764
Affirmation of Baptism	See Insert
Prayers of the Church	

WE OFFER GIFTS TO GOD AS WE SAY THANKS
Offering   
Offertory – Let the Vineyards be Fruitful	#182
Offertory Prayer	

WE EAT AND DRINK TOGETHER IN CHRIST
Words of Institution	 Page 108
Lord’s Prayer	Page 208
O Lamb of God	Page 208
Distribution/Closing Prayer

WE LEAVE TO DO OUR WORK ON GOD’S BEHALF 
Benediction   
Sending Song – Come with Us, O Blessed Jesus 	#501
Postlude	

[image: ]Welcome to Worship! We are glad you are here!  Whether you are joining us for the first time or are a longtime member of our community, we warmly welcome you to this time of worship, reflection, and fellowship. May you feel a sense of peace, belonging, and encouragement as we gather together. There are activity bags for the young located on the usher stands at the back of the church.
Today’s Altar Flowers are given in memory of my grandma,  Marilyn Norman’s 91st Birthday from Mike and Lori Huntley.


Please note that Wednesday, April 29th will be the last day for Roll with Jesus until fall.  Thank you to Lisa Schultz and all of our great volunteers for showing up, serving with love, and making a difference in ways that truly matter. Your kindness and dedication to helping our youth has been truly appreciated.


NOISY IN BETHANY HALL??
We’re working to improve the sound quality in our church basement. Right now, the echo can make it difficult to hear during gatherings, especially for group discussions.  To help with this, we’re planning to install acoustic panels that will make the space clearer, more comfortable, and more welcoming for everyone.  Our goal is to raise $12,000 to cover materials and installation. If you’d like to contribute, you can donate through your offering, note Bethany Hall in the memo.  Thank you for helping us make this space better for our whole church community.


[image: ]

Ministry of Caring 
We give thanks to God for God’s healing power.  Your prayers have made a big difference in the lives of our people on this list. Please continue to pray for each person by name.  As we offer our prayers, God’s love fills us with grace.


Health for Members
Lisa Ketelsen Anderson; Curtis Winters; Randy Hanson; Amy Rodeberg; Bob Erickson; Edith Hendrickson; Andy Anderson; Don Haugerud; Dianne Dvergsten; Nancy Dack; Diane & Dennis Loose; Darlene Ulven; Tom Albrecht; Don Maland; Paul Arends; Lynette Arends; Lee Kvanli; Kathy Gilkey and Marvin Jensen.

Health for Others

Name	           Requested By   	
Steve Johnson		Carol Norman
Jill Giinthir		Allison Voorhees
Renae Eckberg		Pastor Marie Eckbeg
Janice Lund, Nona Wallert	Lois Christenson
Amerie Tell, Mitch Augeson, Terry Hermanson	Sally Groothuis
Tim & Andrea Dreier		Mary Ann Nordaune	
Tim Johnson, Mike Halvorson	Lois & DeVon Vien
Lisa Lund	Sally Groothuis
Lyn Bonnema	Margit Bonnema
Delores Bursack	Deb & Jerry Larson	
Randy Lee	Caren & Duane Johnson
Linda Bendickson, Brenda Ulven	Darlene Ulven
Trevor Hansen	Pat & Ron Binnebose
Andi Moon		Pam & Dave Arneson
Jim & Jody Renbarger		Barb Smith
		
Serving in the Military
Kadin Brabender, cousin of Darren & Wendy Augeson; 
Bowen Tesch, grandson of Jim & Deb Bowen; Paul Evenson, 
son-in-law of Karyn Maass; Dennis DeJong, friend of Lois Christenson; 
Sean Prior, grandson of DeVon & Lois Vien; Justin Olsen, grandson of Ken & Janice Olsen; Alan Gronewold, son of Gladys Nelson; 
Tyler Meyenburg, son of Rick & Mort Meyenburg; 
Kirk Larson & Ross Larson, sons of Jerry & Deb Larson;
Daniel Harter & Shane McDonald, sons-in-law of Susan Marcinkowski.



Week of April 27th through May 3rd      
Monday
	9:00 am	Quilting
Tuesday
	9:00 am	Quilting
	10:15 am	Staff Meeting
	10:30 am	Worship on Channel 180
Wednesday
	7:00 am	Roll with Jesus (last day)
	2:30 pm	Worship on Channel 180
	5:00 pm	Chimes Practice
	6:00 pm	Handbell Practice
	7:00 pm	Choir Practice
Thursday
	10:30 am	Worship on Channel 180
	11:00 am	Bible Study with Pastor Michelle
Sunday
	9:00 am	Worship with Holy Communion
	10:15 am	Sunday School
	10:15 am	Coffee Fellowship 
	11:00 am	Worship on KDMA
	


Prayer of the Day
O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen




First Reading: Acts 2:42-47
Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on God’s people. The new community is sustained in worship and fellowship, shares what they have, and ensures that everyone has enough.

42 The baptized devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.
 43 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25
Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, hardships, rejection, or even suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for our path of endurance and loyalty to God, particularly amid adversity.

19 It is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while suffering unjustly. 20 If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do good and suffer for it, this is a commendable thing before God. 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”  23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.
Gospel: John 10:1-10
Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership. Those who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life.

[image: ]Jesus said: 1 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.  7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”



Be a Blessing – Ways to Give!
[image: ]You are invited to support our worship ministry by sponsoring:
[image: ]• Altar Flowers $50 – In honor or memory of a loved one. 
• Facebook Live Broadcast $100 – Helping us reach those worshiping from home. 
• Radio Broadcast $100 – Sharing our services with the wider community. 
Your sponsorship helps enhance our worship experience and extend our ministry beyond our walls.  To sponsor a date, please sign up in the church office or call 269-8824. Thank you for your generosity and support.

Support Our Children’s Activity Bags
We invite you to help provide activity bags for the children in our church. These bags help keep little hands engaged during services while nurturing their faith in a meaningful way.
Donations will go toward supplies such as books, crayons, snacks and quiet activities.
If you would like to contribute, please note “Children’s Bags” on your offering. Thank you for supporting our youngest members!
[image: ]
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