         ORDER FOR WORSHIP
Fifth Sunday in Lent – March 22, 2026
WE PREPARE FOR WORSHIP - (Silence and Prayer is appropriate) 
Prelude
Announcements 
Confession/Absolution	Page 94

WE SING PRAISES TO GOD 
Entrance Hymn – Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service	#712
Greeting & Kyrie	Page 147
Hymn of Praise – Glory to God	Page 148
Prayer of the Day	

WE HEAR THE WORD
First Lesson – Ezekiel 37:1-14	
Choir Anthem – Give Me Jesus
Second Lesson – Romans 8:6-11
Lenten Verse – Return to the Lord 	Page 151
Gospel – John 11:1-45
Children’s Moment 
Sermon            ‘God’s Power To Give Life’	Pastor Don

WE RESPOND WITH SONGS AND STATEMENTS
Pulpit Hymn – What Wondrous Love Is This	#666
The Apostles’ Creed	Page 105
Prayers of the Church

WE OFFER GIFTS TO GOD AS WE SAY THANKS
Offering / Offertory – 	Let the Vineyards be Fruitful 	                  #182
Offertory Prayer 

WE EAT AND DRINK TOGETHER IN CHRIST
Words of Institution	Page 108
Lord’s Prayer	Page 154
Milestone Moment – First Communion	See Insert
Distribution/Closing Prayer

WE LEAVE TO DO OUR WORK ON GOD’S BEHALF 
Benediction   
Sending Song – Precious Lord, Take My Hand	#773
Postlude	
[image: ]We welcome you to worship.  We are currently in the Lenten Season, so the setting in the church is quieter and more reflective in nature.  We do have a small bag for kids located on the usher’s table.  Whatever is in it, is a gift from our members to your children.  Blessings as you worship!

The flowers on the plant stand are given in loving memory of Millie Christenson, Dee Sonstegard, Phyllis Evenson, Mike Evenson, Jean Rekow and Lorraine Bebensee from Mona Storlien.

[image: ]Please extend your hands of comfort to Christy Stock and family on the loss of Christy’s mother, Peg Stock.  Peg passed away Sunday, March 15th at the Clarkfield Care Center.  Her funeral was held at Anderson-TeBeest Funeral Home on Saturday, March 21st.  Blessed be her memory.
			      ______________________________
[image: ]Please join us for our Good Friday Prayer Vigil as we spend time in quiet prayer and reflection remembering Christ’s sacrifice. The vigil will take place on Good Friday, April 3rd from 7:30am to 6:30pm in the Chapel. You are welcome to come for a few minutes or stay as long as you would like.

Remember to Join Us for Maundy Thursday Worship April 2nd  and Good Friday Worship April 3rd at 6:30pm. 


[image: ]Join us for a joyful Easter Breakfast as we celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord! All are warmly invited to gather for a time of fellowship, good food, and celebration before the Easter service on April 5th from 8:00-9:00am.  The Youth will be serving egg bake, sausage, caramel rolls, juice, water and coffee.


Ministry of Caring 
We give thanks to God for God’s healing power.  Your prayers have made a big difference in the lives of our people on this list. Please continue to pray for each person by name.  As we offer our prayers, God’s love fills us with grace.

Health for Members
Curtis Winters; Randy Hanson; Amy Rodeberg; Lance Tebben; 
Bob Erickson; Edith Hendrickson; Andy Anderson; Don Haugerud; Dianne Dvergsten; Nancy Dack; Diane & Dennis Loose; Darlene Ulven; Tom Albrecht; Don Maland; Paul Arends; Lynette Arends; Lee Kvanli; Kathy Gilkey and Marvin & Gayle Jensen.

Health for Others

Name	           Requested By   	
Jill Giinthir		Allison Voorhees
Tom Christenson		Jerry Christenson
Renae Eckberg		Pastor Marie Eckberg
Lisa Lund		Kena Sonstegard
Janice Lund, Nona Wallert	Lois Christenson
Amerie Tell, Mitch Augeson, Terry Hermanson	Sally Groothuis
Tim & Andrea Dreier		Mary Ann Nordaune	
Tim Johnson, Mike Halvorson	Lois & DeVon Vien
Lisa Lund	Sally Groothuis
Lyn Bonnema	Margit Bonnema
Delores Bursack	Deb & Jerry Larson	
Randy Lee	Caren & Duane Johnson
Linda Bendickson, Brenda Ulven	Darlene Ulven
Trevor Hansen	Pat & Ron Binnebose
Andi Moon		Pam & Dave Arneson
Jim & Jody Renbarger		Barb Smith
	
	

Serving in the Military
Kadin Brabender, cousin of Darren & Wendy Augeson; Bowen Tesch, grandson of Jim & Deb Bowen; Paul Evenson, son-in-law of 
Karyn Maass; Dennis DeJong, friend of Lois Christenson; 
Sean Prior, grandson of DeVon & Lois Vien; Justin Olsen, grandson of Ken & Janice Olsen; Alan Gronewold, son of Gladys Nelson; 
Tyler Meyenburg, son of Rick & Mort Meyenburg; 
Kirk Larson & Ross Larson, sons of Jerry & Deb Larson;
Daniel Harter & Shane McDonald, sons-in-law of Susan Marcinkowski.
Fifth Sunday 
in Lent
March 22, 2026
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MONTEVIDEO, MN
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Week of March 23rd through March 29th
Tuesday
	10:15 am	Staff Meeting
	10:30 am	Worship on Channel 180
Wednesday
	7:00 am	Roll with Jesus
	2:30 pm	Worship on Channel 180
	5:15 pm	Lenten Supper
	6:30 pm	Lenten Worship
	7:15 pm	Choir Practice
Thursday
	10:30 am	Worship on Channel 180
	5:00 pm	Chimes Practice
	6:00 pm	Handbell Practice
Sunday
	9:00 am	Palm Sunday Worship
	10:15 am	Coffee Fellowship / Sunday School
	11:00 am	Worship on KDMA 93.9 FM

[image: ]Please join us for our last Lenten Supper.  It will be served from 5:15 to 6:15pm.  
Worship will follow at 6:30pm.  We simply ask for a $5.00 donation for our meal. All proceeds will help sponsor our youth attending Green Lake Bible Camp and the Youth Mission Trip to Omaha.

3/25	Tator Tot Hotdish w/Green Beans & Dinner Roll

Thank you for joining us for the Lenten Suppers and for supporting our youth. Your presence, generosity, and encouragement mean so much to them and to our
church community.


Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14
Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in exile, will live again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through this vision they will know that “I am the LORD.”

1 The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.”
  7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10 I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
  11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the LORD when I open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.”
Second Reading: Romans 8:6-11
For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force behind our actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God raised Jesus from the dead and will also raise us from the dead.

6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
  9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.
Gospel: John 11:1-45
Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him to life.

1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble because they see the light of this world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”  

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 
19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

45 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did believed in him.
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