         ORDER FOR WORSHIP
ASH WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 2025
       	‘JESUS AS FORGIVER’
WE PREPARE FOR WORSHIP - (Silence and Prayer is appropriate) 
Prelude
Announcements / Call To Worship
P	We gather together as friends in the presence of the Triune God who has called us friends. We gather together in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen. 
P	A friend loves at all times,
C	And a brother is born for adversity. (Proverbs 17:17)
P	The friendship of the Lord is for those who fear him,
C	And he makes known to them his covenant.  (Psalm 25:14)
P	A man of many companions may come to ruin,
C	But there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother. 
                                                                           (Proverbs 18:24) 
P	What a friend we have in Jesus,
C	All our sins and griefs to bear!
P	Precious Savior, still our refuge— 
C	Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Opening Hymn: What A Friend We Have in Jesus		        #742

Confession/Absolution
Time for Silence and Reflection – (Please silently reflect on the ways that you have befriended sin – and yet Jesus still calls you a friend.)

P	Jesus, friend of sinners, hear me as I confess my sins. 
C	My thoughts have befriended sin and shame, not truth and righteousness. 
P	O Lord, you have searched me and known me! (Psalm 139:1)
C	My words have befriended lies and slander, not love and mercy. 
P	Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O Lord, you know it altogether.      (Psalm 139:4)
C	My deeds have befriended hate and hurt, not peace and kindness. 
P	You search out my path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways.  (Psalm 139:3)
C	Lord, have mercy! Christ, have mercy! Lord, have mercy!
P	Friends in Jesus: You have a Savior who has lived for you, died for you, and left the tomb empty for you. Your Servant Jesus has humbled himself to care for you. Your Friend, Christ Jesus, has cleansed you from all unrighteousness and washed away your sin. Jesus forgives you and loves you. Jesus is your friend now and for all eternity. 
C	What a friend we have in Jesus. 

Choir Anthem: Lord, Have Mercy

Prayer of the Day
P	Amid our trials, temptations and troubles, we have a friend who sticks with us. Where else can we find a friend so faithful? And, so, we take it to the Lord in prayer. Jesus, you know our every weakness and have promised to be our friend, so we lift our prayers and raise our petitions.
C	Lord, hear our prayer.
P	Deliver us from the mess of our sin and let us never be defined by the messes that we make.
C	Lord, hear our prayer.
P	Deliver this world from the mess of evil and injustice, and befriend the vulnerable, the sojourner and all who need a friend. 
C	Lord, hear our prayer.
P	Deliver the self-righteous from their delusions and teach us to never underestimate the debts that you have forgiven on our behalf.
C	Lord, hear our prayer.
P	Deliver us from death and remind us that friendship with you means that we are more than mere dust.
C	Lord, hear our prayer.
P	Deliver us from sorrow, discouragement and pain by the power of your abiding friendship. 
C	Lord, hear our prayer.
P	Deliver us from apathy and malaise so that we can befriend our neighbors with your love. 
C	Lord, hear our prayer. 
P	Jesus, deliver us from isolation, and give us a seat at your table where we receive your body and blood.
C	Jesus, what a privilege it is to be your friend. Amen.


[image: ]WE HEAR THE WORD
Gospel Reading – Luke 7:36-49
Sermon					                     Pastor Don
       
WE RESPOND WITH SONGS AND STATEMENTS
Pulpit Hymn – Just As I Am Without One Plea		        #592
The Apostles’ Creed 	    			                       Page 105

WE OFFER GIFTS TO GOD AS WE SAY THANKS
Offering   
Offertory – Let the Vineyards be Fruitful 	                             #182
Offertory Prayer           
                           
WE EAT AND DRINK TOGETHER IN CHRIST
Words of Institution						  Page 108
Lord’s Prayer							
Distribution/ Imposition of Ashes
Closing Prayer 
                  
WE LEAVE TO DO OUR WORK ON GOD’S BEHALF 
Benediction   
Sending Song – Come to the Altar                                   See Screen
Postlude	

Communion Practice: We welcome all believers in Christ to commune with us.  Our Savior’s offers grape juice as an alternative for those who choose not to receive the wine.  We also have gluten free wafers for those of you who choose that as well.  If you cannot come up to the altar rail for Communion, the Pastor would be happy to commune you in your pew.  Let one of the ushers know that you would like to receive Communion in your pew. 


Church choir will practice Wednesday evenings following worship. 

[image: https://dtkp6g0samjql.cloudfront.net/uploads/photo/file/12583843/il_fullxfull.1161451581_tez0.jpg]Chimes will practice at 5:00 pm and
Bells at 6:00 pm on Thursdays
during Lent.
[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/artlinelibrary/c/cr/cross_9971c.gif]Ashes
On Ash Wednesday as Lent begins, worshipers’ foreheads are often marked with ashes in the sign of the cross. The ashes traditionally come from the burning of the palm branches from the previous Palm Sunday. In Old Testament days, ashes were a sign of mourning and repentance. Today, some worshipers wipe off the ashes before leaving church, to symbolize being cleansed from sin by Jesus’ death.  Others wear the ashes for the rest of the day, carrying the cross of Christ into the world. The speaking of Genesis 3:19 often accompanies the placement of ashes: “You are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 


Imposition of Ashes will happen as you leave the altar rail following communion. We will have a person on each side who will mark you with the ashes on your forehead.  If you prefer not to have the sign of the cross in ashes on your forehead, simply pass by and return to your seat.  Ashes are a sign of our acknowledgement of our sin, our humanness and the need for Christ to save us.  The ashes we are using tonight are from the palm branches from Palm Sunday last year. 

[image: Lenten Dinners - Knights of Columbus]Lenten meals will begin next week on March 12th.  
Meals will be served from 5:15 – 6:15pm.  
We will serve meals each Wednesday night 
during Lent.
 We ask for a freewill offering of $5.00 per meal.  All proceeds will go to help our youth attending Green Lake Bible Camp this summer.  All Lenten services, including Maundy Thursday and Good Friday will be held at 6:30pm.



   Confirmands
Please sign in on the sheet in the front pew of the church.  This service replaces your Confirmation Class.

Gospel: Luke 7:36-49
  36 One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and when he went into the Pharisee’s house he reclined to dine.  37 And a woman in the city who was a sinner, having learned that he was eating in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster jar of ointment.  38 She stood behind him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet with her tears and to dry them with her hair, kissing his feet and anointing them with the ointment.  39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw it, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what kind of woman this is who is touching him, that she is a sinner.” 40 Jesus spoke up and said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” “Teacher,” he replied, “speak.” 41 “A certain moneylender had two debtors; one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.  42 When they could not pay, he canceled the debts for both.  Now which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon answered, “I suppose the one for whom he canceled the greater debt.” And Jesus said to him, “You have judged rightly.” 44 Then turning toward the woman, he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman?  I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she bathed my feet with her tears and dried them with her hair.  45 You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she had not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment.  47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven; hence she has shown great love.  But the one to whom little is forgiven loves little.” 48 Then he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 But those who were at the table with him began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?”
[image: Archbishop Column: 'Preparing for Lent' - Today's Catholic Newspaper]
The Season of Lent is 40 days not including Sundays.  It is a time of reflecting on one’s faith life and where we are at.  It is also a time to look forward to the future to see where one is going. 
The Lenten season, like the season of Advent, carries with it a certain penitential and introspective sense.  It is a season of fasting and prayer.  We understand that the season itself follows Jesus’ forty-day sojourn in the wilderness, where he fasted and faced temptation.
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