ORDER FOR PRAISE WORSHIP 
Fifth Sunday After Epiphany – February 8, 2026
WE PREPARE FOR WORSHIP – (Silence and Prayer are appropriate) 
Prelude
Call to Worship – Here I Am to Worship	See Screen 
Announcements
WE PRAY AND PRAISE
Opening Song – Light Shines in the Darkness	See Screen

[bookmark: _Hlk186703739]Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring of life.  Amen.
Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
You speak blessing and compassion into the world.  Forgive us for the ways we act with judgment, cruelty, or indifference.  We ignore the needs of our neighbors; we resist your call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the worst about one another.  Cleanse us from our faults and release us from their grasp.  Show us your loving kindness.  Restore our hearts and repair your world, that we may live in Christ’s ways.  Amen.
God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you.  I have called you by name.  You are mine.”  
In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven.  In the Spirit, you are made free.  Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children of God.  Amen.
Kyrie Eleison	Page 184
Glory to God	Page 185 
Prayer of the Day

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
[bookmark: _Hlk52518695]First Lesson – Isaiah 58:1-12
[bookmark: _Hlk201665045]Second Lesson – 1 Corinthians 2:1-16
Gospel Acclamation 	Page 188                           
Gospel – Matthew 5:13-20
Children’s Moment
Sermon	Pastor Don 
Pulpit Hymn – This Little Light of Mine	   #677
Sacrament of Holy Baptism	See Insert		                  
WE OFFER OURSELVES TO GOD
Prayers of the Church	 
Prayer Song – Hear Our Prayer	#178
Lord’s Prayer	Sung
Offering / Offering Prayer 

WE GO TO SERVE THE LORD
Benediction
Sending Song – Shine, Jesus, Shine	C#27 – See Screen
Postlude

Today’s Altar Fowers and Radio Broadcast are given in memory of our parents and siblings that have passed away from Mike and Phyllis Fagen.  


[image: ]We welcome Klayton Darwin TeBeest through the waters of Holy Baptism today.  He is the son of Kurt and Alyssa TeBeest.  Klayton’s sponsors are Alex Formo, Kyle and Camille TeBeest
 and Karl TeBeest.  
May God Bless Klayton and his family.



[image: ]Please extend your hands of comfort to Arden and Pat Anderson on the passing of Arden’s sister, Marlys Froland.  She is also a sister-in-law to Rachel Froland.  Marlys passed away on Tuesday, January 20th at Luther Haven Nursing Home.  Her funeral was held on Friday, February 6th in Clarkfield.  May God comfort them during this difficult time.

Our sympathies go out to Jim and Jan Bothun and Linda Hodge on the passing of their nephew, Dylan German.  May God comfort his family.



Ministry of Caring
We give thanks to God for God’s healing power.  Your prayers have made a big difference in the lives of our people on this list.  Please continue to pray for each person by name.  As we offer our prayers, God’s love fills us with grace.

Health for Members
Floyd Florey; Wayne Thalberg; Bob Erickson; Edith Hendrickson; 
Andy Anderson; Don Haugerud; Sheryl Maus; Bea Hoppe; 
Dianne Dvergsten; Darwin TeBeest; Nancy Dack; Diane & Dennis Loose; Lowell Hanson; Darlene Ulven; Tom Albrecht; Don Maland; Paul Arends; Lynette Arends; Curt Winters; Lee Kvanli; Kathy Gilkey and 
Marvin & Gayle Jensen.

Health for Others
Name	           Requested By    	
Timothy Cushman		Sheryl Maus
Kaia McDonald		Susan Marcinkowski
Lisa Lund		Sally Groothuis
Ruth Ann Lee		Jerry Lee
Dennis DeGrote		Mae Nelson
Pat Haugen		Ginny Koenen
Paul Rice		Mary Rice
Janice Lund, Delaine Christenson, Nona Wallert	Lois Christenson
Amerie Tell, Mitch Augeson, Terry Hermanson	Sally Groothuis
Tim & Andrea Dreier		Mary Ann Nordaune	
Tim Johnson, Mike Halvorson	Lois & DeVon Vien
Lyn Bonnema	Margit Bonnema
Delores Bursack	Deb & Jerry Larson	
Randy Lee	Caren & Duane Johnson 
Linda Bendickson, Brenda Ulven	Darlene Ulven
Trevor Hansen	Pat & Ron Binnebose	
Andi Moon		Pam & Dave Arneson
Jim & Jody Renbarger		Barb Smith	

Serving in the Military
Bowen Tesch, grandson of Jim & Deb Bowen; Paul Evenson, son-in-law of Karyn Maass; Dennis DeJong, friend of Lois Christenson; 
Sean Prior, grandson of DeVon & Lois Vien; Justin Olsen, grandson of Ken & Janice Olsen; Alan Gronewold, son of Gladys Nelson; 
Tyler Meyenburg, son of Rick & Mort Meyenburg; 
Kirk Larson & Ross Larson, sons of Jerry & Deb Larson; 
Daniel Harter & Shane McDonald, sons-in-law of Susan Marcinkowski.
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Week of February 9th through February 15th  
Tuesday
10:15 am	Staff Meeting
10:30 am	Worship on Channel 180
 2:00 pm	Brookside Holy Communion
Wednesday
            7:00 am	Roll with Jesus
           9:30 am	Altar Guild	
         11:30 am	Executive Board		
	2:30 pm	Worship on Channel 180
	5:00 pm	Church Council
	5:00 pm	Chimes Practice
	6:00 pm	Handbell Practice
	6:30 pm	Confirmation
	7:00 pm	WOW
	7:00 pm	Choir Practice	
Thursday 
10:30 am	Worship on Channel 180
Sunday 
 9:00 am	Worship
10:15 am	Sunday School/Coffee Fellowship
[image: ]11:00 am	Worship on KDMA 1460
Senior Lites Valentines Event!!
Thursday, February 19th 
Entertainment by Guy Stevermer at 11:00am
Followed by lunch 
Serving Chicken Cordon Bleu, Wild Rice, Sweet Potatoes, Fruit Salad, Dinner Rolls, and Cheesecake with Topping
Call the Church Office at 269-8824 to get signed up!
First Reading: Isaiah 58:1-12
Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the ineffectiveness of their fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute for genuine fasting that results in acts of justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and clothing the naked.

1 Shout out; do not hold back!  Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their   sins. 2 Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments; they want God on their side. 3 “Why do we fast, but you do not see?  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”  Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day and oppress all your workers. 4 You fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist.  Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high. 5 Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself?  Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?  Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD? 6 Is not this the fast that I choose: to lose the bonds of injustice, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you; the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 9a Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am.” 9b If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 10 if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday.
11 The LORD will guide you continually and satisfy your needs in parched places and make your bones strong, and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water whose waters never fail.
12 Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-16
Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human philosophy and wisdom, Paul continuously presents God’s hidden wisdom which is Jesus Christ crucified. True spiritual maturity involves judging ourselves and others in light of God’s revelation in the cross.

1 When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the testimony of God to you with superior speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4 My speech and my proclamation were made not with persuasive words of wisdom but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 6 Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are being destroyed. 7 But we speak God’s wisdom, a hidden mystery, which God decreed before the ages for our glory 8 and which none of the rulers of this age understood, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him”—10 God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. 11 For what human knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also, no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. 13 And we speak of these things in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are spiritual. 14 Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15 Those who are spiritual discern all things, and they are themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny. 16 “For who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?”  But we have the mind of Christ.




Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world, doing good works and keeping God’s commandments.

Jesus said: 13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and trampled underfoot. 14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 People do not light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”


Prayer of the Day
Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do and give us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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