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In Memoriam — Paul Crocker



League Announcement

The Hampshire Premier Football League are saddened to report that popular hard-
working secretary Paul Crocker passed away this morning following a short iliness.

His partner Jess and sons were with him.
Our thoughts and condolences are with them at this difficult time.

Paul was immensely popular with all clubs and committee members and liked to get out
and about every Saturday watching a game in the league and compiling a match report
for that week’s Hog Post and threw himself head-first into league business at all times.

He was truly one of a kind.

There was a minute’s silence at all HPFL matches during the Easter weekend and Bank
Holiday Monday.

We also thank the numerous clubs and people who used social media to express their
sadness at the news.

In the short term whilst a replacement is found, member clubs are requested to contact
the relevant league officer directly relating to their query, and Stuart Davies has kindly
volunteered to be the Interim Secretary; he can be contacted on:
hpl-interim-leaguesecretary@outlook.com

RIP Paul
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Applications for the 2026-27 season

The application form for the 2026-27 season for new and current clubs can
be found at this link:
https://www.hpfl.co.uk/application-form-2026-2027

All Division 1 clubs interested in promotion to the Senior Division should
e-mail the Interim League Secretary, Stuart Davies, at
hpl-interim-leaguesecretary@outlook.com.

There is a £50 fee per application.

A date for your diary

Our Cup Finals day (morning George Mason Memorial Trophy, afternoon uhlsport
League Cup) is scheduled for Saturday 9" May at Baffins Milton Rovers.
Kick off times are 1030 and 1400 respectively.

POSTPONEMENTS

A reminder that if your match is postponed - across any competition - it is the clubs’
responsibility to inform the League Fixtures Secretary (alan.gower2@ntlworld.com)
and League Secretary (hpl-interim-leaguesecretary@outlook.com) as soon as possible.

Clubs MUST contact the League about their postponements before posting publicly on
social media.

The League is unable to agree to postpone any fixture on unsubstantiated claims
relating to player availability. Clubs failing to fulfil fixtures for any reason will be
charged.

Online Shop

The new online shop is now available for all HPFL clubs.
Please see the link below:
https://www.ls4teamwear.com/hampshire-league-ball-shop



https://www.hpfl.co.uk/application-form-2026-2027
mailto:alan.gower2@ntlworld.com
https://www.hpfl.co.uk/our-team
https://www.ls4teamwear.com/hampshire-league-ball-shop
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TOGETHER
FOR FOOTBALL

AN INVESTMENT FROM THE PREMIER
LEAGUE TO INSTALL AUTOMATED
EXTERNAL DEFIBRILLATORS (AED)
AND EXTERNAL STORAGE CABINETS
AT THOUSANDS OF GRASSROOTS
FOOTBALL FACILITIES, AIMED AT
HELPING SAVE THE LIFE OF
SOMEONE EXPERIENCING A SUDDEN
CARDIAC ARREST.

: A/ Funded by

< Premier
* League

Clubs can apply for free defibrillators (including wall fitting) at:
https://premierleaguedefibs.org/



https://premierleaguedefibs.org/

News/Reminders from the League Office

Online at https://www.hpfl.co.uk/committee-corner

Check for new updates!

Mandatory DBS checks

Please read:
https://www.hpfl.co.uk/mandatory-dbs-checks-season-24-25

A reminder that any views are expressed in this newsletter are those of the
contributors, not necessarily of the league.

Results
Tuesday 31st March
NORTH HAMPSHIRE SENIOR CUP
Semi-Final
Andover New Street 2-0 Stockbridge
Thursday 2" April
SENIOR DIVISION
Locks Heath 3-1 Southsea Sports
Saturday 4" April
SENIOR DIVISION
Andover Town -1 Whitehill and Bordon
Broughton -2 Liphook United

Crofton Saints
Hedge End Rangers
Moneyfields Reserves

Denmead
AFC Shirley
Hook


https://www.hpfl.co.uk/committee-corner
https://www.hpfl.co.uk/mandatory-dbs-checks-season-24-25

DIVISION 1

Hayling United 1-2 Mob Albion

Nursling & Shirley 3-3 Headley United
Silchester Village 1-2 AFC Netley

Sway 2-2 BTC Southampton
Twentyten 3-3 Hedge End Town
Monday 6th April

SENIOR DIVISION

Crofton Saints 0-3 AFC Shirley
Denmead 1-1 Liss Athletic

Hedge End Rangers 1-0 Bishops Waltham Dynamos
Meon Milton 5-1 Andover Town
Stockbridge 2-2 Southsea Sports
Whitehill and Bordon 2-4 Hook

DIVISION 1

AFC Netley 4-1 Nursling & Shirley
BTC Southampton 1-3 Overton United
Silchester Village P-P Whiteley Wanderers

Round-Up

We had a couple of midweek games before Easter, one cup match and one league
match.

Stockbridge travelled to Wessex Prem Andover New Street in their North Hants Senior
Cup semi-final and put in an excellent performance, eventually losing 0-2.

In the Senior Division, leaders Locks Heath went five points clear as they had a 3-1 home
win over a dogged Southsea Sports. Ramsay got two of the Locks goals.

Easter Saturday saw five league games scheduled in each division.

In the Senior Division, Hedge End Rangers moved back to within two points of Locks
Heath (but have played four games more) after a 2-0 home won over AFC Shirley, who
have slipped to ninth after five defeats in a row. Both McLeans, Harvey and Sanchez,
were on target for Rangers. It was a good day for the top two as third-placed Hook lost
0-3 at Moneyfields Res (for whom Cole scored two), fourth-placed Crofton Saints lost 0-2
at home to Denmead, Jenkinson and Sarr on target for the Mead, and fifth-placed



Whitehill & Bordon draw 1-1 at bottom club Andover Town, who extended their
unbeaten run to five, including four draws. Davis gave the Stags the lead but the Blues
equalised right at the end. Liphook United had a good 2-0 win at Broughton, Knight and
House with the goals, which puts them four points clear of the bottom two.

In Division One, AFC Netley are now level at the top with long-time leaders Overton
United, with a game in hand, after an excellent 2-1 win at fourth-placed Silchester Village,
thanks to an early goal from White and a late winner from Cherry. Other teams below
them could only draw away at teams in the bottom four; BTC Southampton, in third,
went down to ten men but got a 2-2 at Sway, and Hedge End Town, in fifth, got a 3-3 at
Twentyten. Twentyten were 0-3 down at half time but goals from Osborne, Saunders and
a late equaliser from Worsfold made for a great recovery. Another 3-3 saw Nursling &
Shirley’s first draw of the season, at home to Headley United. Further down the table,
second-last Mob Albion celebrated their first league win since late October, 2-1 at
Hayling United, a team they had lost 3-8 to in the reverse fixture.

There were a further nine league games scheduled for Easter Monday.

In the Senior Division, Bell’s goal saw second-placed Hedge End Rangers to a narrow 1-0
home win over Bishops Waltham Dynamos, and third-placed Hook had an excellent 4-2
win at fifth-placed Whitehill & Bordon to end their good run. Crofton Saints, in fourth,
suffered their third successive defeat, 0-3 at home to AFC Shirley, who ended their poor
run.

AFC Shirley described it thus:

‘Back to winning ways in emphatic fashion against a strong Crofton side. A solid first half
performance saw us take the lead through a superb finish from Harry Vidler, giving us a
deserved advantage at the break. We started the second half brightly, but the hosts
almost equalised, only to be brilliantly denied by Dylan Wild, pulling off a top save from
close range. The second goal was something special. Craig Hunt won the ball high up the
pitch, spotted the keeper off his line, and produced an outrageous finish from halfway to
We sealed it with another moment of quality, as Jordan Brooks beat two defenders before
smashing a left footed strike into the top corner to double our lead.

A fantastic all-round performance and a great result after the break in fixtures.’

Meon Milton exacted some revenge over bottom club Andover Town for last week’s
defeat with a 5-1 win at the Cockleshell. Mitchell got two for Meon. Liss Athletic picked
up a useful 1-1 draw at sixth-placed Denmead (Jewell scored for the Mead, Dyer for Liss),
and in a bottom five clash, it finished 2-2 between Stockbridge and Southsea Sports.
Hutchings and Plowman got the Robins’ goals, Blofield scored both for Southsea.

In Division One, the top two both won again, so Overton United are still ahead of AFC
Netley, who have a game in hand, on goal difference. Overton had an excellent 3-1
victory at third place BTC Southampton, Hargood scoring two of them, and Netley beat
Nursling & Shirley 4-1 at home, Greenough notching a double.



League Tables

Senior Division

P
1 Locks Heath 23
2 Hedge End Rangers 27
3 Hook 26
4 Crofton Saints 24
5 Whitehill and Bordon 27
6 Denmead 25
7 AFC Shirley 24
8 Moneyfields Res 25
9 Bishops Waltham D 24
10 Liss Athletic 26
11 Broughton 27
12 Southsea Sports 25
13 Meon Milton 25
14 Liphook United 23
15 Stockbridge 25
16 Andover Town 22
Division 1
P

1 Overton United 22
2 AFC Netley 21
3 BTC Southampton 18
4 Whiteley Wanderers 24
5 Silchester Village 20
6 Hedge End Town 19
7 Nursling & Shirley 19
8 Headley United 20
9 Rushmoor Comm 24
10 Hayling United 22
11 Sway 23
12 Twentyten 22
13 Mob Albion 22
14 Paulsgrove 24
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Fixtures

For the latest news during the season, see:

- Full Time

- https://www.hpfl.co.uk/fixtures

Details below are correct at time of going to press.

Wednesday 8th April

NORTH HAMPSHIRE INTERMEDIATE CUP

Final
Overton United

Thursday 9*" April
SENIOR DIVISION
Locks Heath

Saturday 11 April
SENIOR DIVISION
AFC Shirley
Andover Town
Bishops Waltham Dynamos
Liphook United
Locks Heath
Stockbridge
DIVISION 1

BTC Southampton
Headley United
Paulsgrove

Sway

Twentyten

Tuesday 14" April
SENIOR DIVISION
Andover Town
Hedge End Rangers
DIVISION 1

AFC Netley

Wednesday 15th April
DIVISION 1
Overton United

VS

VS

VS
VS
VS
VS
VS
VS

VS
VS
VS
VS
VS

VS
VS

VS

VS

Silchester Village @Andover New Street

Bishops Waltham Dynamos

Whitehill and Bordon
Moneyfields Reserves
Hook

Crofton Saints

Meon Milton
Denmead

AFC Netley
Hayling United
Silchester Village
Hedge End Town
Nursling & Shirley

AFC Shirley
Locks Heath

Whiteley Wanderers

Headley United


https://www.hpfl.co.uk/fixtures

Cup News

Up-to-date information can be found at:
- Full Time
- https://www.hpfl.co.uk/cups

uhlsport Hampshire Premier League Cup
QUARTER FINAL

Hedge End Rangers 4-0 Liss Athletic

Crofton Saints 1-0 AFC Netley

Denmead 1-4 AFC Shirley

Southsea Sports 2-4 Locks Heath

SEMI FINAL
AFC Shirley 1-1 Hedge End Rangers (3-1 pens)
Locks Heath 3-0 Crofton Saints

FINAL
Locks Heath v AFC Shirley (09/05/26 @Baffins — 1400 KO)

George Mason Memorial Shield

QUARTER FINAL

BTC Southampton 5-0 TwentyTen

Meon Milton 1-1 Bishops Waltham Dynamos (pens 6-5)
Silchester Village 1-4 Andover Town

Mob Albion 4-4 Hayling United (pens 8-7)

SEMI FINAL
Meon Milton 1-1 Andover Town (pens 4-5)
BTC Southampton 2-1 Mob Albion

FINAL
BTC Southampton v Andover Town (09/05/26 @Baffins — 1030 KO)

Hampshire Saturday Trophy

FOURTH ROUND

AFC Netley 3-4 Ringwood Town Development
Folland Sports A 1-1 Andover Town (4-3 pens)
Whitehill and Bordon 3-0 Liphook United



Meon Milton Res 0-6 AFC Shirley
Hedge End Rangers 4-0 Hart United
Crofton Saints 3-0 United Services Portsmouth Res

QUARTER FINAL
AFC Shirley 0-0 Hart United (2-3 pens)
Crofton Saints 3-0 Whitehill & Bordon

SEMI FINAL
Hart United 1-3 Crofton Saints

FINAL
Crofton Saints v Fareham Town Dev (12/05/26 @Stoneham)

Southampton Senior Cup

FIRST ROUND

BTC Soton 0-1 Sporting Wessex

Bishops Waltham Dynamos 3-3 Fordingbridge Turks (6-7 pens)
Hedge End Town 0-3 New Milton Town @New Milton
Millbrook 3 -2 AFC Netley

Whiteley Wanderers 1-3 Nursling & Shirley

SECOND ROUND

AFC Totton A-W Nursling & Shirley

Bemerton HH H-W Sway

Broughton 0-2 AFC Shirley

Hedge End Rangers 1-1 Sporting Wessex (4-5 pens)
Select Generation 1-2 Locks Heath

Stockbridge 0-4 Downton @Downton

THIRD ROUND

Bashley H-W AFC Shirley

Christchurch 0-1 Locks Heath
Ringwood Town 7-0 Nursling & Shirley

QUARTER FINAL
AFC Stoneham 3-0 Locks Heath

Portsmouth Senior Cup
First Round
Clanfield 1-4 Meon Milton



Locks Heath 4-4 Denmead (4-2 pens)
Southsea Sports 2-2 Paulsgrove (4-5 pens)
United Services Portsmouth 4-3 Mob Albion

Second Round

Petersfield Town 3-2 Liss Athletic

Paulsgrove 1-3 Locks Heath

Hayling United 0-10 AFC Portchester [at Portchester]
Meon Milton 0-5 Gosport Borough [at Gosport]

Quarter Final
Petersfield Town 0-0 Locks Heath (4-3 pens)

Russell Cotes Cup

First Round

Fleetlands 3-1 Bishops Waltham Dynamos
United Services Portsmouth 2-0 Liss Athletic
Bye : Locks Heath

Second Round
United Services Portsmouth 0-3 Locks Heath

Quarter Final
Locks Heath 2-3 AFC Stoneham (@Stoneham)

Aldershot Intermediate Cup
First Round
Hartley Wintney Reserves 1-3 Liphook United

Quarter Finals
Abbey Rangers Dev 3-3 Liss Athletic (5-4 pens)
Liphook United 3-3 Whitehill & Bordon (1-4 pens)

Semi Final
Abbey Rangers Dev v Whitehill & Bordon (18/04/26)

North Hampshire Senior Cup
Quarter Finals

Andover Town 1-3 Andover New Street
Hook 2-3 Broughton



Romsey Town 0-1 Stockbridge

Semi Final
Basingstoke 3-0 Broughton
Andover New Street 2-0 Stockbridge

North Hampshire Intermediate Cup

Quarter Finals

Silchester Village 1-1 Bramley United U23 (4-3 pens)
Twentyten 4-1 Amesbury Town Res

Semi Finals
Twentyten 0-2 Overton United
Silchester Village 1-0 Laverstock & Ford Res

Final
Overton United v Silchester Village (08/04/26 @Andover New Street)

Match Reports
Locks Heath 3 Southsea Sports 1

A Thursday night game at Locks Rec (and there's another one next week) as the home
team were looking to extend their two-point lead at the top of the table; they have
games in hand over most of their nearest challengers, and they reached the League Cup
final last weekend, so it's been a good season so far.

My first time seeing their opponents under the new name, Southsea Sports (previously
Harvest(Home)). They have not had the best of seasons but four wins in their last eight
games have propelled them well clear of the bottom four.

Locks had won both a league and a cup game at Southsea 4-2 earlier in the season but
this was a closer game, where Locks were made to work hard for their victory, and, with
better finishing, Southsea may have got something out of it.

The ball was passed back to the home side's Stream from kick-off and he tried a shot
from his own half but Burchell in the away goal was alert to it. A ball over the top then
saw the hosts' Bosworth unable to get enough height on his lob to beat Burchell. A great
cross from the right by Ramsay then saw two Locks forwards unable to get a touch. At
the other end a long ball saw fantastic control by Southsea's Kirby but with a clear shot
on goal he screwed wide. After this frantic beginning the home side took the lead on 10
mins as Clark beat Burchall with a good cross-shot from the right, the ball going in off the
far post. The visitors came back with a Vickers effort, saved. The game then became



tighter as both teams battled in midfield. Just past the half hour the visitors had another
great chance as a break on the right saw the ball passed inside with time for Blofield to
line up the shot, but the ball was crashed over. Locks improved again near to the break
and Wood curled a shot from 25 yards onto the bar. Clark then hit a free-kick wide so we
ended up with HT 1-0.

It was tight again after the restart with the visitors having a slight advantage, but neither
team created much. Karberry hit the side netting and Griffin headed a free-kick over as
the visitors were unable to make it count. In contrast, on 73 mins, Locks went two up
with a clinical piece of finishing by Ramsay, who picked the ball up on the left of the area
this time and scored with a cross-shot. The visitors came back and Blofield hooked a cross
over, he then headed the corner wide. At the other end a spectacular flying attempt by
Locks sub Crowney was wide. That looked to be it but suddenly things started to happen:
on 89 mins a shot was well saved by Johns but the rebound was turned into the net from
the right by sub Vincent. The (club) linesman gave offside but after a discussion with the
ref, a goal was given. As we entered injury time a Locks attack down the left saw the
visiting defence convinced that the ball had gone out on the byeline; fatally they stopped
playing, and the home side carried on, with Ramsay scoring again. There had always been
a fair amount of dissent during the game but this incident sparked mass protests. Soon
after this the Southsea manager received two yellow cards for making his opinion known.
Right at the end an attempt by home sub Thorne flew over, but his side were soon able
to celebrate victory and a very important three points.

We had a minute's silence for HPFL Secretary, Paul Crocker, who sadly passed away this
week, and both teams wore black armbands. [Paul H]

Minute’s silence for Paul C at Locks Heath (with thanks to Alan Cooper)



© CBradbury.Photos

More action from Locks Heath v Southsea Sports (with thanks to CBradbury Photos)
https://t.co/gRXjvuFrUl

Hedge End Rangers 2 AFC Shirley 0

Under a respectful and reflective atmosphere, Hedge End Rangers and AFC Shirley played
out a competitive encounter that ultimately saw the hosts secure a hard-earned 2-0
victory.

Before a ball was kicked, both sides impeccably observed a minute’s silence, wearing
black armbands in tribute to the late Paul Crocker. The home club ensured the moment
was fittingly marked, using the tannoy to bring the ground together in remembrance - a
poignant start to the afternoon’s proceedings.

When play got underway, the match quickly settled into an evenly contested affair.
Rangers enjoyed a bright opening spell, seeing plenty of the ball without managing to
truly test the Shirley defence. The visitors, however, soon found their rhythm and began
to impose themselves, producing the first real moment of quality in the 15th minute. A
loose clearance dropped invitingly outside the box and was struck low and fiercely
through a crowd, forcing a sharp, reactive save from the Rangers goalkeeper, who did
well to get across and turn the effort behind.

That moment proved to be a catalyst for Shirley, who grew in confidence and began to
dictate the tempo. Their number eight was particularly influential down the right flank,
repeatedly delivering dangerous balls into the area, though the final touch continued to
elude them. Another promising opportunity arrived around the half-hour mark, as a well-


https://t.co/qRXjvuFrUI

timed ball over the top caught Rangers momentarily exposed, only for the recovering
defence to regroup admirably and throw bodies in the way of a goal-bound effort.

Having weathered that spell of pressure, Rangers struck with ruthless efficiency in the
37th minute. A quickly taken throw-in on halfway caught Shirley off guard, and a high
press saw possession turned over in an instant. The hosts broke forward with pace and
precision, and Harvey McLean applied the finishing touch with a composed strike to give
Rangers the lead.

The closing stages of the half were not without controversy. A high challenge from a
Shirley player in the 43rd minute sparked a heated exchange, though the referee
ultimately deemed a yellow card sufficient. Then, deep into stoppage time, came an even
bigger flashpoint. A long ball over the top saw the Shirley goalkeeper rush out, only to be
beaten to it by the onrushing attacker, whom he subsequently brought down inside the
area. A penalty was awarded, but in a dramatic twist, the goalkeeper redeemed himself
by producing a fine save to keep the deficit at one.

HT 1-0

Both sides left the field at half-time with grievances — Rangers frustrated not to have
doubled their advantage, and Shirley perhaps relieved to still be in the contest.

The second half continued in much the same vein, with neither side able to fully wrest
control despite periods of promise. Rangers thought they had extended their lead in the
74th minute when Sanchez McLean capitalised on a goalkeeping error and found the net,
only for celebrations to be cut short by a handball decision that drew vocal protests from
the home bench.

Undeterred, Rangers continued to apply pressure and were rewarded a few minutes later
with a goal showing quality teamwork. Jack Moteane drove forward from midfield and
slipped a perfectly weighted pass into Sanchez, who showed excellent composure to
round his defender before unselfishly squaring the ball back for Moteane to finish from
close range — a move that epitomised the growing cohesion in the Rangers attack.

With time running out, Shirley threw everything forward in search of a way back into the
game. Rangers’ defence, however, stood firm under sustained pressure. A late free-kick
just outside the box in the 89th minute offered a final glimmer of hope, but the effort
sailed over the bar, summing up a frustrating afternoon for the visitors.

After a lengthy period of stoppage time, the referee’s final whistle confirmed a deserved
victory for Rangers — a performance built on resilience, clinical finishing, and defensive
discipline. On balance, it was a result that reflected their ability to capitalise on key
moments in an otherwise closely fought contest, securing both three valuable points and
a well-earned clean sheet

[with thanks to Jay Morgan]

Match reports, photos and other articles always welcome!



= B A= 2

— — —

Action from Hege End Rangers v Bishops Waltham Dynamos
(with thanks to Antony Lowe)

Action from eon iItn Y Anover Town (with thanks to Steve Broughton)
https://stevebthegroundhopper.blogspot.com/2026/04/meon-milton-v-andover-
town.html



https://stevebthegroundhopper.blogspot.com/2026/04/meon-milton-v-andover-town.html
https://stevebthegroundhopper.blogspot.com/2026/04/meon-milton-v-andover-town.html
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(above and below)

Action from BTC Southampton v Overton United
With thanks to Steve Ross, @ ThoseWhiteLines
Full album is at:

https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story fbid=122190531392382587&id=615614776
29171&rdid=0oskMnD2R2k3nwiBe#



https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=122190531392382587&id=61561477629171&rdid=oskMnD2R2k3nwiBe
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=122190531392382587&id=61561477629171&rdid=oskMnD2R2k3nwiBe
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