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St. Petri Worship Schedule

9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Sunday Worship Service
11:00 a.m. Coffee/Fellowship

St. Petri Church Office Hours
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
except, Wednesday afternoon
Church Office Phone: (515) 733-4623
Email address: stpetrilutheran@stpetri.org

Pastor - Rev. Tim Malek

Missionaries- Patrick & Jacqueline Bencke, Japan
Parish/Financial Secretary - Veronica Wright
Custodian - Deb Lancaster



ST. PETRI LUTHERAN CHURCH, STORY CITY, IA

FEBRUARY 2026
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Every Sunday AM
(unless noted)
9:00a Sunday School
10:00a Worship Service
11:00a Coffee//Fellowship
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
11:15a Prop/Trustee Mtg. Secretary Vacation Feb. 2 - 6
2p Riverside Annual Mtg. 9a-3p Bethany 5530p COMPASS Pastor’s Day Off
6p Confirmation at Bergen Quilters | 6:30p Youth meal
12p Pstr Study | 7:00p AXIS
8 Communion 9 10 11 12 13 14
Last day of 9a Bethany Pastor’s Day Off VA &
. . . DAY
Souper Bowl of Caring 10:30a Staff mtg. Quilters y 4
_ 12p Pstr Study 5:30p COMPASS 10a-noon
11:15a Council Mtg. 6:30p Youth meal St. Petri works at
7:00p AXIS food pantry
15 11:15a Adult New 16 17 18 19 20 21
Testament Class-Philippians | 10:30a Staff mtg. | 9a Bethany ASH WEDNESDAY 2pm WELCA Pastor’s Day Off | 8a Weekend
EARLY BIRD REG FOR Quilters Bible Study March Newsletter | Women’s Bible
RIVERSIDE SUMMER 12p Pstr Study | 7P Joint Ash articles due Study-parsonage
CAMP ENDS Wednesday Service 6p Winter Games
6:30p Confirmation-St. Petri at St. Petri at the parsonage RIVERSIDE GALA
22 Communion 23 24 25 26 27 Pastor Day Off | 28
EWALU
. . --LWR Qu11t maklng 9a-noon Mon-Wed-- 9Da LUthte},]ra&-“ SUMMER CAMP
2p Riverside Conf. Mtg. _ h ay on the Hi
at St. Paul Lutheran 10:30a Staff Mtg | 9a Bet_ any Bergen EARLY BIRD
: Quilters 5:45p Lenten Meal DEADLINE

in Hampton, 1A

12p Pstr Study

6:30p Lenten Service

RLBC Marriage Retreat Fri-Sun
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Faith
Seeking
Understanding

Pastor Tim Malek

A Journey

Join your sisters and brothers in Christ at St.
Petri Lutheran on a journey through Lent and
Holy Week, a journey leading to new life, life
eternal, in Jesus Christ and culminating in the
joyous celebration of the Resurrection of our
Lord; Easter. Please read the details of our
extra worship services opportunities and plan
how to utilize them to enrich your spiritual
journey this year.

Lent

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 18%
and ends forty days later (not counting
Sundays). Midweek Lenten worship services
will be held at 6:30pm each Wednesday
through March 25%. There will be no
Wednesday service during Holy Week (April
1.

Ash Wednesday

Lent begins with a solemn call to fasting and
repentance as we begin our journey to the
baptismal waters of Easter. Now is the
acceptable time to return to the Lord. During
Lent we will reflect on the meaning of our

baptism into Christ’s death and resurrection.
The sign of ashes suggests our human
mortality and frailty. What seems like an
ending is really an invitation to make each
day a new beginning, in which we are
washed in God’s mercy and forgiveness. With
the cross on our brow, we long for the
spiritual renewal that flows from the

springtime Easter feast to come. (Adapted from
Sundays and Seasons)

At the Name of Jesus: A Midweek Lenten
Series

Our midweek services will be based on the
second reading for Passion Sunday,
Philippians 2:5-11. This series will help us
have a deeper and richer celebration of the
passion of Christ on the first day of Holy
Week and exploit the rich contrast between
that Sunday’s entrance rite shouts of
“Hosanna!” over and against the passion
reading’s cries of “Crucify!” Both ends of the
theological and emotional spectrum are
significant touchstones for the coming
celebration of the Three Days, and few
passages give such clear voice to those
contrasting touchstones as the Christ hymn in
Philippians 2.

Our Wednesday services will alternate
between here at St. Petri and at Bergen in
Roland. This series will feature a different
preacher each week, with a total of five ELCA
pastors from some of the Riverside
Conference churches.



Calendar of Midweek Lenten Services
Wednesdays
February 18
Ash Wednesday
Location: St. Petri, Story City
Preacher: Pastor John Sheahan
Time: 7:00 PM
Meal: none
February 25
Location: Bergen, Roland
Preacher: Pastor Tim Malek
Topic: Let the same mind be in you
Worship: 6:30 PM
Meal: 5:45 PM
March 4
Location: St. Petri, Story City
Preacher: Pastor Maureen Howard
Topic: Christ emptied and humbled
himself
Worship: 6:30 PM
Meal: 5:45 PM
March 11
Location: Bergen, Roland
Preacher: Pastor Jonathan Dolan
Topic: Christ became obedient
Worship: 6:30 PM
Meal: 5:45 PM
March 18
Location: St. Petri, Story City
Preacher: Pastor John Sheahan
Topic: At the name of Jesus all knees
shall bow
Worship: 6:30 PM
Meal: 5:45 PM
March 25
Location: Bergen, Roland
Preacher: Vicar Caitlin Tauro
Topic: Every tongue confesses Jesus
Worship: 6:30 PM
Meal: 5:45 PM
April 1
No services or meal.

Our Lenten journey culminates in Holy Week
which begins with the Sunday of the
Passion/Palm Sunday, March 29%. (Sunday
10:00 AM)

Since at least the fourth century and
universally in the church since the eighth,
Christians have kept the Sunday before Easter
as a memorial of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem,
and a literal procession of palms, started in
Jerusalem, has spread throughout the world.
This Sunday a reading from Matthew 21 with a
palm procession marks the opening of
worship. Another ancient practice is to observe
the Sunday before Easter as Sunday of the
Passion, and so a longer reading from the
passion in Matthew functions as the gospel of
the day. This service, which inaugurates the
most important week of the Christian year, has
a two-part focus: Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem,
and his passion and death.

We enter the Holy “Three Days”

Maundy Thursday, April 2. (Thursday
7:00PM at Bergen, Pastor Tim preaching,
youth lead liturgy)

Christian theologians have taught that the
passion, death, and resurrection of Christ must
be held together to be adequately understood.
Thus, it was that since at least the fourth
century, the Christianized Passover festival
that English-speakers call Easter took three
days, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the
first communion of Easter. The Three Days
begins on Maundy Thursday with an act of
confession and absolution that concludes the
season of Lent and prepares everyone for the
baptismal renewals of Easter. “Mandatum,”
the “command” to love is the source of the
term Maundy. The eucharist recalls Jesus’ last
meal with his disciples before his death. The
service concludes with a stripping of the
worship space of all adornment, in preparation
for Good Friday.



Good Friday, April 3. (Friday 7:00PM at
Bergen, youth led Tenebrae service)

In ancient times this second of the Three Days
was called the Triumph of the Cross. English
speakers call the day Good because we know
the end of the story, for the Three Days
carries us into the resurrection. Friday’s Bible
readings present several quite different ways
to think about the death of Christ: Christ is
the lamb, Christ is the high priest, and Christ
is the king reigning from the cross. Christ is
both human and divine: he suffers, and he is
the I AM. The service concludes when at the
foot of the life-giving cross, we pray for
everyone and everything on earth and engage
in a ritual of reverence for the cross on which
hung Christ, the Savior of the whole world.

The Vigil of Easter, the Resurrection of our
Lord, April 4, (Available online beginning
Saturday)

The Vigil of Easter, the most solemn and
joyous celebration of the resurrection of our
Lord, is traditionally composed of four parts:
the lighting of the paschal fire, the service of
readings, baptisms and baptismal renewal,
and communion; we will only be doing the
service of readings. Our youth will be
presenting the 12 readings which will be
available for viewing on Saturday through
Facebook. Through these readings the church
proclaims many biblical images of divine
salvation. Each can be seen as picturing God,
Christ's resurrection, and the baptismal life.

The Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day,
April 5%, (Sunday 10:00AM)

By the second century, Christians had shaped
Passover into an annual celebration of
Christ’s resurrection, having agreed to keep
this Christianized Pascha on the Sunday
following the Jewish festival. Since to be
Christian is to believe in the power of the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, observing Easter

became the primary mark of a practicing

Christian. (Portions from Sundays and Season, Augsburg
Fortress, 2011)

This is the high holy season of the church
year. These are the worship services that
focus on the core of our faith. I pray that God
will bless us richly as we worship during this
holy season.

See you in church,
Pastor Tim

Come and celebrate the Resurrection of Our
Lord on April 5%, 2026! Begin the morning
by attending our cinnamon roll and coffee
tellowship from 9-10am, then stay for the
traditional festival service beginning at

10am. There will also be an Easter Egg Hunt
following the 10:00am worship service.
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ADULT NEW TESTAMENT CLASS
We will meet once a month on the 3 Sunday,
February 16% this month, and will discuss one
book of the New Testament each time. Please
come having read Philippians. Please join us
even if you don’t have your homework
completed. There will be no testing, and there
will be handouts that you will want to collect
for your study and reference. We will meet in
the High School Youth Room (with comfy
sofas).



The youth of
Saint Petri

are participating in

N— ARING the youth led
“_ / =t e R initiative called
tacklehunger.org the Souper Bowl
of Caring to help feed families in need

during the winter months. Please donate

s

In January 2026

OUR PRAYER LIST
Darlene Patterson, Judy Schnurstein,

Larry Reisetter, non-perishable food items from January
Raejean Bickelhaupt (Troy’s Mom) 18-February 8 using the collection boxes
PRAYERS OF ONGOING CONCERN at all entrances.
Linda Fevold, Paul Wierson Donation jars will also be available so you
PRAYERS FOR THOSE NOT NEAR TO US can vote for your Super Bowl! winner!

Pat & Jacqueline Bencke-Japan ELCA
Missionaries; Soldiers; Peace Workers;
Humanitarian Aid Workers; For those in
Ukraine and Russia

All donations will go to Loaves and Fishes.
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WELCA REPORT

February 19 2pm WELCA Bible Study
All women welcome!

February 23-25 9a-noon Quilt Making

Our Japan Missionaries
Patrick & Jacqueline Bencke

Come join the quilters the last Monday

thru Wednesday of each month from
WEATHER CANCELLATIONS 9am—n90n for.fun, food, & felloyvshlp..
There is a variety of tasks—cutting, tying,

Check the church’s answering machine. pinning, & stitching! All are welcome!

If Roland-Story schools are

dismissed early due to bad \'”
weather, then church Weekend Women’s Bible Study 2026!

events will also be canceled ( \%—j ) We meet the third Saturday of the

month, at 8:00am at the parsonage (915

8th St.), except Nov. or Dec. Next
'NCI_EMENT x X * XK meeting-Sat., February 21st.
WEATHER POLICY 5™ #, *5™ *.° Call or text Debra at 320-905-9510 if you
. have questions, but no need to rsvp.




WEDNESDAY YOUTH GROUP
Compass Youth Group (5t-8th grades)
will meet on February 4th & 11th at
5:30pm-6:30pm and have a meal at
6:30pm with the Axis youth group.

Axis Youth Group (9th-12th grades) will
meet from 7-8pm.

During Lent (Feb. 18 — Apr. 1) the youth
are encouraged to attend Lenten
Services.

BE A DOER, NOT JUST A HEARER

St Petri is calling you! We have an

opening for a head usher for either

August or October. It’s a very easy
process but also very important.

It involves lighting the candles, ringing
the bell, count worshipers and record in
volunteer office, close the doors to
sanctuary during worship and opening at
end of service, help with offering.
Job is open for both men, women and
high schoolers!

This could be your calling!

See Ann Healy or email her
at ahealy1201@gmail.com
if you think this may be for you!
James 1:22
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14th

Thank you to the January CARE Group for
those who volunteered! You are appreciated!
Thanks! Karen and Mardell

FEBRUARY C.A.R.E. GROUP 2026
CARE Group 2 Leader
Ann Healy
Tim & Amy Crouch
Carol Foss Erick & Paige Healy
Garrett & Sierra Healy Mike Healy
Kyle & Nicole Healy Jeff & Callie Henrichs
Barb Hermanson
Roger & Nancy Hermanson Nancy Jewell
Rolfe & Margaret Johnstad
Kevin & Diana Keech Mary Nannenga
Darlene Patterson Steve & Mary Peterson
Ron & Glenda Rahfeldt Ryan & Katie Thorson

Hubert & Gloria Tussey
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VOLUNTEERS:

VERY VALUABLE!

Martha Arends

MARCH C.A.R.E. GROUP 2026
CARE Group 3 Leaders
Debra Malek, Annette Owenson

Dave & Nicole Bauman Jane Bauman
Dan Birchmier Brad & Beth Dedic
Kim Finley Tom & Kris Foss
Marlene Helling John & Angie (Rieck)Hinz
Danny & Chris Hobbs Tyler Hobbs
Jason & Heather Johnson

James & Sherri Keigan John & Jan Lekwa
Pastor Tim Malek

Barry & Valaree Muhlenburg

Trent & Katelyn Muhlenburg

John & Mary Pelican
Paul Wierson

Sharon Sills
Tom & Mary Wynia
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W/l BIRTHDAYS

Feb. 3: Jerry DeRidder, Tony Edwards,
Paul Wierson

Feb. 4: Doris Classon, Abby Patterson

Feb. 6: Xander Fevold, Ella Jones,
Angela Rieck-Hinz

Feb. 7: Danny Hobbs

Feb. 11: Cindy Osmundson, Gail Sporleder

Feb. 15: Karen Jacobson

Feb. 16: Kylah Knutson

Feb. 17: Hutson Holm

Feb. 23: Chuck Van Patter

Feb. 25: Cheryl Hoffman

Feb. 26: Jocelyn Thorson

Feb. 27: Sarah Ritland, Emma Vanden Hull
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LOAVES & FISHES FOOD PANTRY
St. Petri will be working the following
Saturdays in 2026:

February 14

April 25

July 11

September 18

November 28

As usual there will be announcements in
the bulletin a couple of weeks before St.
Petri works.

If you would like to view
St. Petri’s newsletters online, go to:
www.stpetri.org

potant N

March newsletter articles
are due Thursday, February 20th,

“ B Hi, it's Church Mouse!
\é;_; \-. The Annual Meeting is,

w ' surprisingly, al
prisingly, always a
-2 highlight for me. First,

I'm surprised by all the people who step up
to volunteer for the next term, and second,
that the meeting is so short! Plus, the
potluck that follows is not to be missed!

I predicted that the potluck would be
overflowing with crockpots and oven
dishes, since the outdoor temps were near
zero: I knew that our cooks would be
overcompensating with hot delicious food.

And T was not wrong!

My heart is full,
Church Mouse

ST. PETRI'S BLESSING BOX (Food Pantry)
on the NW corner of the |
church, is being used! i e
Consider sharing non-
perishable food to keep it
full. People in need of food
are grateful!

If we get an overflow of
food, there will be a place in
the church office with which we can stock the
pantry. Be conscious of items that could
freeze with these colder temps. Thank you for
your generosity and compassion.




St. Petri offers camp scholarships to
St. Petri members who attend an
ELCA Bible Camp!
$125 for half a week
$250 for a full week

Contact Kelsey Olson,
Faith Formation Coordinator

EWALU BIBLE CAMP

Strawberry Point, Towa
Phone: 563-933-4700
Email: camp@ewalu.org
Website: www.ewalu.org

EWALU SUMMER CAMP EARLY BIRD
DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 27!

2026 Theme: Wear Love
Theme verse: “As God’s chosen ones, holy
and beloved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness,
and patience.” Colossians 3:12
Summer camp registrations before that date
will save $40 per camper on full-week
programs.
Families can sign up now for the best avail-
ability and the best prices! Go to:
www.ewalu.org/summer-camp to see all the

programs and to register.

Ewalu also has Family & Grandparent Camps!
Remember, no child is ever turned away at Ewalu
for reasons of financial need. Call Diane at
Ewalu for more information at 563-933-4700.
Questions about pricing & registration?
Please contact the Ewalu office at the phone
number above or email camp@ewalu.org. The
camp website has FAQs that might have the
answers you're looking for, too!

RIVERSIDE LUTHERAN BIBLE
CAMP
Story City, Iowa
Phone: 733-5271

Email: RLBC@RiversideLBC.org
Website: riversidelbc.org

RIVERSIDE SUMMER
éf 7 CAMP EARLY BIRD
I 3 }1. REGISTRATION
,» VA\&“‘._ DEADLINE IS FEB. 14
Summer Camp Theme:
“To Know His Name”
Psalm 135:13

RIVERSIDE GALA
Saturday, February 21 (RSVP by Feb 5)
at Gatherings Event Venue -Nevada, 1A
Join us for dinner, silent & live
auctions, & a dance!
A country twist to our dress code this
year! Check it out on Riverside’s
website!

RIVERSIDE MARRIAGE RETREAT
February 27-March 1
Fri. 6:30pm - Sun. 1pm
Enjoy a weekend dedicated just to you
and your spouse. God desires for
couples to invest time in strengthening
and celebrating their marriage. Enjoy
meaningful time together, rest,
worship, laughter, fun, food, & time
with our guest speakers,
Jim & Dawn Anderson
Cost $300/Couple onsite lodging
$240/Couple for commuters


https://ewalu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=60bc355a9f11711d14aeebd9f&id=0979107829&e=5911a6fcc3
javascript:void(0);
mailto:RLBC@RiversideLBC.org

"REPENT & BELIEVE

e
February 18, 2026
7:00pm Joint Ash Wednesday Service at
St. Petri Lutheran Church

Bulletin announcements — If you would
like an announcement in the bulletin,
please have it to the secretary by the
Wednesday morning prior.

Newsletter articles - If you would like
an article in the newsletter, please have
it to the secretary by the 20th of the
previous month.

Thank youl!

7~ Lutheran Services in Iowa
& J February 2026 Newsletter
Happy Valentine’s Day!!
February reminds us of love. Love for the
Lord, love for our partners, and love for
friends and family.
“Love your neighbor, as yourself.”
For more info., please contact Deb
Whitford, LSI’s Director of Philanthropy

& Church Relations, at 563-676-2065 or
Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org.

1 am,
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December 2025
Income/Expense
2025 YTD $18,185.01
(moved to dedicated funds)



mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org

St. Petri Lutheran Church
Council Meeting Approved Minutes
December 14, 2025
Present: @ Angie Rieck-Hinz, Travis
DeRidder, Rick Stover, Angie Stover, Ann
Healy, Kelsey Olson, Abby Patterson,

Pastor Tim Malek Absent: Pat Murken

Meeting called to order at 11:23 a.m.
Kelsey offered Devotions.

Angie S. presented the November Minutes
for approval. Kelsey made a motion to
accept the minutes as written; Travis
seconded. No discussion. Motion passed.

Rick presented the Treasurer’s Report. He
presented the November checks written
and the November journal entries. Angie
R-H approved the November checks. Rick
noted that, although income minus
expenses for November was in the
negative, the church’s total budget
remains in the positive. There was much
discussion regarding the new floor-
cleaning device (Robby the Roomba), for
which payment has been deducted from
the General Maintenance account. Other
items discussed included the St. Petri t-
shirts, for which payment still needs to be
reconciled with expenses and moved from
the Parable of the Talents fund to the
Reserve fund. The Taste of Norway event
earned approximately $1400; Money
remains in the Community Meal fund and
Nancy Carlson’s sister-in-law donated
$5,000 to the fund for the electronic
keypad lock planned at the southeast
entrance. Angie R-H asked Council
members to consider how the expected
budget surplus should be dispersed to
“zero out” for the year. Ideas include: A gift
to the Synod, the livestream program,
various computers in the church and the
church phone. Travis made a motion to
accept the information as presented; Ann
seconded. No discussion. Motion passed

Pastor said that the mutual “trial period”
for Custodian Deb Lancaster has
concluded. He said “she is a delight, she
is loving getting to know the congregation

and that she is open to learning.” He
further updated members on the new
vacuuming system. He noted that the
Christmas Appeal letter has been mailed.
Finally, there was discussion regarding
ideas for the church’s return address and
its labeling as well as the issue of leaving
the church’s glass entry doors clear.

Ann reported that she is working on the
Head Usher schedule for 2026.

Abby and Pastor Tim agreed he will choose
hymns for the December 28th service and
that she is planning for January.

Pastor Tim reported for Pat on the bids
from Watson Plumbing on the parsonage
sink, and he made members aware that
there is a leak in the church roof. Since
the church roof is still under warranty,
the plan is to have the company who
installed it look into it soon.

Kelsey reported that the Sunday School
food drive at Thanksgiving was a success.
The Sunday School Christmas party is
scheduled for Sunday, December 21 and
that Sunday School will take a break and
will resume on January 11.

No Old Business

New Business: The Council accepts with
regret Michaela Fevold’s request to be
removed from the church roll and wishes
her Godspeed. There was much
discussion on the church Facebook pages
and how to combine them. Travis has
agreed to serve as President next year.
Angie R-H hopes to continue updating
church policies and the constitution. She
reminded members to get their budgets to
Pat soon and their annual reports to
Veronica before the next meeting. The
Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday,
January 19.

There is a vacancy for a Vice President and
a chair for the Property and Trustees
committee.

Meeting adjourned at 12:24 p.m. and
closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted, Angie Stover



2026 Ballot

APPROVED

Voting council members: Elect one. All terms are for 1 year. Officers may hold office for no more
than 2 consecutive years except the treasurer who may hold that office for up to 6 consecutive years.

President:
(I Travis DeRidder (1st term)

Vice President:
=

Secretary:
O Angie Stover (2" term)

Treasurer:
CIRick Stover (7 consecutive term)

Christian Fellowship Coordinator
I Ann Healy (3 consecutive term)

Worship Community Coordinator:
(3 Jo Murken (1st term)

Property/Trustees Coordinator
I Nancy Carlson (1% term)

Faith formation Coordinator:
I Kelsey Olson (3™ consecutive term)

Committees:

Property/Trustees: 2 elected per year for a 2 year
term (remaining: Dave Bauman )

Committee members Elect 2
(3 Annette Owenson

(3 Leland Schwartz

(3 Dave Sporleder (1 year)

Endowment Committee: 1 elected for 3 year term,
(remaining: John Hinz)

Committee members Elect 3

(3 Randy Olson  1yr.term
() Eloise Ericson 2 yr term
(O Karen Jacobson 3 yrterm
(3 Kendra Braucher 2 yr term

Nominating Committee: 4 elected per year for 1
year term (committee to include 2 outgoing council
members)

Committee members Elect 4

(]

(]

(O Outgoing — Angie Rieck-Hinz
(O Outgoing — Abby Patterson

Finance Committee (count offering): 4 elected per
year for a 2 year term (remaining: Nancy Carlson,
Diana Keech, Annette Owenson)

Committee members Elect 4
(3 Ann Healy

(3 Janet Mortvedt

(3 Donna Guard

(3 Eloise Ericson

(3 Randy Olson

Audit Committee: 1 person elected per year for a 3
year term
(remaining: Janet Mortvedt,, Mardell Christian)

Committee members Elect 1
(3 Diana Keech

Delegates (1 year term):

Synod Assembly -Elect 1 man, 1 woman, 1 youth
(Not needed until 2027)

(]
(]
O youth

Bethany Life- Elect 3 + 1 alternate

(3 Tim Malek

(O Gloria DeRidder
() Jerry DeRidder

(O Alt, Rolfe Johnstad

Riverside Bible Camp- Elect 2 +
1 alternate) Feb. 1,2026 2pm Dining Hall

' Annette Owenson
3 Nancy Carlson
) Alt.

Riverside Conference- Elect 2 men, 2 women, 2
youth Feb. 22 at 2pm at St. Paul Lutheran in
Hampton, 1A

(3 John Fevold

(O Kevin Patterson
() Peg Patterson

3 Annette Owenson
(.

(]




