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Sun Smart Policy

Rationale
It is a scary fact that New Zealand has one of the highest incidences of skin cancer in the world.  Therefore, Leap Ahead supports and fosters the Cancer Society’s message of “Slip, Slop, Slap, and Wrap”.  As adults we model this important message whilst ensuring that being Sun Smart becomes a natural part of everyone’s everyday routine.
Purpose:
The purpose of this policy is to ensure that all children and staff are protected from skin damage caused by harmful ultraviolet rays of the sun. Our sun smart policy will be effective from the second half of term 3 and all of term 4 and term 1.

Te Whariki: Well-being, goal one. Children experience an environment where their health is promoted.
Procedure:
· On enrolment we offer the opportunity for a sun hat to be purchased with the child’s name on it. If Parents do not wish to purchase, they are encouraged to bring a named sunhat for their child/ren. 

· Parents are responsible for ensuring their child has sunscreen applied on arrival to Leap Ahead. There is a sunscreen station situated in the foyer to use before entering your child’s room.

· Any time the UV index reads 3 or more during the second half of term three and all of term 4 and 1 we will be sun screening and hats will be available. Staff will be aware of the elements and apply when necessary.

· Sunblock is applied whenever the children are exposed to the sun, during our warmer terms. (after morning kai, after lunch time, and after afternoon tea).  Sunblock will be supplied by the centre.  Any child requiring a special sunblock due to skin allergies must provide their own.

· A note will be taken and lodged in the accident register when a child arrives at the centre with sunburn. 

· Teachers will role model Sun Smart practices. This will be done by applying sunscreen regularly and wearing sunhats when outside. 

· Children are never to go outside wearing less than a Singlet top/dress. Children are always required to wear a sunhat on sunny days when outside during term 1 and term 4. NO HAT -NO OUTSIDE

· Outdoor activities will be held in shaded areas/ Shed area when practical.

· Sandpit areas are sheltered from the sun during term 1 and term 4.

· Fresh drinking water will always be available. 

· Shoes or Sandals must be always worn while children are playing outside. Except for the sand pit and water play or other exploration experiences. Common sense must prevail and at teachers’ discretion.
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