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Me mahi tahi tātou mō te oraka o te katoa
We work together for the wellbeing of all.
At Leap Ahead, we recognise that the early years form the foundation for lifelong learning, confidence, and wellbeing. We are committed to providing a nurturing, stimulating, and inclusive environment where children grow as capable and confident learners who communicate effectively, think critically, and build meaningful relationships with others.
Guided by the principles, strands and outcomes of Te Whāriki, our practice reflects a strong socio-cultural approach in which children’s identities, strengths, and aspirations are respected and affirmed. Through intentional and responsive teaching, kaiako support and extend children’s working theories, valuing play as a powerful driver of exploration, discovery, and learning. Our environment is designed to be open, flexible, and inspiring—an active “third teacher” that encourages children to experiment, take risks, make mistakes, and develop their own solutions. Manaakitaka, whanaukataka, mana motuhake, and ako sit at the heart of our curriculum and serve as our key learning priorities at Leap Ahead.
Manaakitaka is central to our philosophy. We uphold a culture of respect, care, and integrity, ensuring that Māori language, culture, and perspectives are protected and meaningfully integrated in accordance with the principles of Te Tiriti o Waitangi. As takata whenua, whānau are honoured through genuine partnership, protection, and participation, reflected in inclusive practices that support equitable outcomes for all. All cultures within our community are valued and woven naturally into our daily routines, language, music, art, and storytelling.
Whanaukataka underpins the relationships we build with children, parents, and whānau. We acknowledge that whānau are children’s first teachers and essential partners in their learning journey. Collaboration, open communication, and shared decision-making create a sense of collective responsibility and strengthen each child’s sense of identity and belonging.
We uphold Mana Motuhake by empowering children to develop confidence, resilience, determination, and self-agency. Children are encouraged to take responsibility for themselves, others, and their environment, and are supported to pursue their interests, revisit ideas, and grow at their own pace. Kaiako observe thoughtfully rather than direct, allowing children the space to lead their own learning and develop persistence, courage, and problem-solving skills.
Ako is embedded in everything we do, reflecting a reciprocal approach where kaiako and tamariki learn with and from one another. We recognise the value of spontaneous play, child-led exploration, and the shared learning experiences that naturally arise within a vibrant, supportive community.
We are committed to ensuring smooth and positive transitions for every child, creating a strong sense of belonging and continuity as they move through their learning journey. With guidance from kaiako, parents, and whānau, children develop the emotional, social, cognitive, and physical skills that open pathways to future learning and support their ongoing growth and wellbeing.
Ko te ako,  manaakitaka,  whanaukataka me mana motuhake kā pou e arataki ana i tō tātou haereke ako mō kā tamariki katoa. Learning, care, relationships, and self-determination are the pillars that guide our learning journey for all children.
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