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P R E F A C E  

This is a brief study of Exodus 4:1-5. This passage is a 
conversation between Moses and God, in which Moses 
honestly expressed his doubts and insecurities concerning 
the purpose of God for his life. God, however, had been 
preparing Moses all along for this special task and would 
use the simple tools He had already given him to accom-
plish the deliverance of Israel from the hands of the most 
powerful nation on the earth. 

God has been preparing each of us for a special task. 
Every gift or experience He has given is useful for the ac-
complishing of this purpose. God has put us in circum-
stances and locations for a reason. He has given us 
experiences in life to teach us. Each person is uniquely 
equipped by God for their calling in life. 

In Exodus 4:1-5 God used an ordinary man with a simple 
tool to accomplish something he could never have imag-
ined. By surrendering everything to the Lord, Moses saw 
the impossible accomplished. His story is a challenge to 
each of us. These few verses contain vital spiritual lessons 
for ministry today. These simple truths, if applied to our 
lives, can have a dramatic impact on this world for the 
cause of our God. 
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Take time to meditate on the lessons God was teaching 
Moses. Ask God to help you to not only understand but to 
apply these lessons to your life and ministry today. My 
prayer is that the truths of these few verses will have a 
dramatic impact on the life of each reader and ultimately 
be the means by which someone will step out as Moses. 

 

F. Wayne Mac Leod 



 

 

1  

T H E  C R Y  O F  G O D ' S  P E O P L E  

As we embark on the study of Exodus 4:1-5 it is important 
that we understand the context. Let’s take a moment to 
see what has been happening in the lives of God’s people 
at this time. 

ISRAEL’S OPPRESSION IN EGYPT 

These were difficult days. The children of Israel were living 
in Egypt. They had settled there when Joseph was a ruler 
under Pharaoh. Under his leadership, they were treated 
well and the blessing of God was on them. A new king 
came to power, however, who did not have the same con-
cern.  He saw Israel as a threat and forced them into slav-
ery. We catch a glimpse of the suffering God’s people 
endured under this new Pharaoh’s reign in Exodus 2:23: 

During that long period, the king of Egypt died. The 
Israelites groaned in their slavery and cried out, 
and their cry for help because of their slavery went 
up to God.  
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Notice the use of the word “groan” (NIV). This leads us to 
understand that their pain was very intense. They were 
weary and oppressed to the point that they groaned in ag-
ony over the burden they had to bear. 

This oppression, however, did not keep God's people from 
receiving His blessing. He continued to reveal His pres-
ence by increasing their number. This only incited further 
anxiety on the part of Pharaoh. He increased their work-
load and demanded that the midwives kill all male babies 
born to Israelite women (Exodus 1:15). We can see the 
hatred that was developing in Egypt toward the Israelite 
people and the blessing of God on their lives. 

When his plan to kill every male child through the midwives 
did not work, Pharaoh took a more aggressive step. He 
called on all his people to drown the new born male chil-
dren of Israel in the Nile River.  

It is hard to imagine a society with such an intense hatred 
toward another people group; where baby boys were killed 
simply because they were Jewish. Imagine the deep pain 
God’s people were experiencing as their new born sons 
were taken from them and drowned in the river.  

Israel had been reduced to slavery.  Their children were 
being murdered before their eyes. It was not only legal for 
any Egyptian to kill these newborn male children, but it was 
also the wish of the government at that time. It is not hard 
to see that Satan was behind these horrible events. God’s 
people groaned under their burden. They had nowhere to 
turn but to the Lord. They cried out, pleading with Him to 
release them from their burden.  
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MOSES’ BACKGROUND 

An Israelite baby boy by the name of Moses was born at 
that time. Through a series of miraculous events, this 
young child won the heart of Pharaoh’s daughter.  She 
adopted him as her own. Moses, though he was Jewish, 
grew up in the privilege and wealth of Egypt. He was 
aware, however, of his Israelite heritage.  

One day Moses went out to see what was happening with 
the Jews. While he was watching, he noticed an Egyptian 
beating a Jewish slave. This angered him and he came to 
the defense of the Jew, killing the Egyptian. When news of 
what he had done reached the ears of Pharaoh, he was 
furious with Moses and tried to kill him. Moses was forced 
to leave Egypt to save his life. 

This would have been a very difficult time for Moses. He 
fled to the land of Midian where he would live as a stranger, 
separated from his people and from those who had raised 
him. Moses married a Midianite woman and they had a 
son. Moses named this son Gershom because he said: “I 
have become an alien in a foreign land.” This shows us 
that Moses was grieving in his heart over his exile. 

Moses felt helpless to do anything for his own people. He 
felt alone in a foreign country. There was likely a sense of 
confusion and helplessness in his life at this time. Perhaps 
he felt somewhat abandoned by God. He had gone from 
being a prince in Egypt to being a shepherd in Midian, re-
jected by his people and alone in a distant country. There 
were likely many questions in Moses’ heart at this time. He 
may have felt as if God had slammed a door in his face 
and left him standing all alone. 
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It was in this context that the Lord God appeared to Moses 
in a burning bush (Exodus 3:1-2). The voice of God came 
from the bush and spoke to Moses saying: “I am the God 
of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob” (Exodus 3:6). God went on to tell Moses 
that He had seen the affliction of His people and heard 
their cry for help (Exodus 3:7). That day, the Lord God told 
Moses that He was calling him to return to Egypt to deliver 
His people from the oppression they were facing. Exodus 
4:1-5 comes in the context of great suffering, persecution 
and helplessness. God had heard the prayers of His peo-
ple and determined to come to their aid. 

There are three lessons we need to draw from this context. 
The first is that God does not guarantee us that we will not 
have problems in this life. Christians all over the world are 
suffering for their faith, even in our day. If there is anything 
to be learned from the context of Exodus 4:1-5, it is that 
we will sometimes be hated because we belong to God. 
Listen to what Jesus told His disciples in Matthew 24:9: 

Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and 
put to death, and you will be hated by all nations 
because of me. 

We are in the midst of an intense spiritual battle. Satan’s 
rage is real. He lashes out at those who belong to Christ. 
We should not be surprised if we feel the sting of his ar-
rows. As long as righteousness is living in the midst of sin, 
it will be despised. Pharaoh’s anger against Israel gives us 
a brief glimpse of the nature of the battle before us in our 
day as well. 

The second lesson we need to learn from this context is 
that God does see what is happening to His people and 
hears their prayers. Where could Israel turn in her time of 
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oppression? She had no one to stand with her. No other 
nation would come to her aid. She had been brought to a 
place where the only place to turn was to God. When eve-
ryone else had deserted her, God alone remained faithful. 

What is true of Israel was also true of Moses. There in the 
desert, Moses had nowhere to go. He was likely lost in his 
disappointments and defeat. He felt alone and abandoned, 
but God reached out to him in that loneliness. There in that 
barren desert, God spoke to Moses, reminded him of his 
family, and gave him a purpose in life. Do you feel alone, 
disappointed and discouraged? God wants to reach out to 
you as well. No matter how difficult things appear to be, 
God is present. He sees our need and will respond in His 
time. 

The final lesson I want to touch on here is this: God uses 
unlikely people to accomplish His purposes. Moses was 
now in his eighties. He was no longer in the prime of life. 
He lived as a simple shepherd. Admittedly, he had been 
raised as an Egyptian but he had been banished from his 
country. Returning to Egypt could cost him his life.  He was 
born an Israelite but his own people did not accept him 
because he had been raised as an Egyptian. For the past 
forty years he had been living in Midian, but he knew this 
was not his home. He struggled to know who he really was 
or where he fit into the overall purpose of God. This is the 
man God chose to be an instrument in His hands to deliver 
His people from bondage and captivity. God uses unlikely 
people. 

Exodus 4:1-5 is a conversation between God and Moses 
regarding this special call on Moses’ life. It reveals the in-
security of Moses but also the wonderful power of God at 
work in Him. It is a challenge to each of us in our own in-
securities and uncertainties. Moses is a picture of each of 
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us with our failures and shortcomings. He is also a picture 
of what God wants to do with even the simplest of believ-
ers. It is my prayer that this brief study will challenge us to 
take hold of God’s call on our own lives and step out boldly 
to accomplish His purpose. 

 

For Consideration: 

• What is the context for Exodus 4:1-5? What were 
the people of God facing at this time in their his-
tory? What was Moses facing personally? 

• What do we learn about the nature of the spiritual 
battle before us? What evidence is there of this bat-
tle today? 

• Have you ever been brought to a place where you 
have no one to turn to but God? What was the re-
sult? 

• What kind of people does God use to accomplish 
His purpose? What were some of the issues Moses 
was dealing with in his life when God called him? 
What are some of the issues you are dealing with 
personally? 

For Prayer:  

• Thank the Lord that even when the spiritual battle 
rages around you, He has not forgotten you. 

• Ask the Lord to give you strength to face the fierce-
ness of the spiritual battle before you today. 

• Do you know someone who has been suffering or 
persecuted for their faith? Take a moment to ask 
the Lord to comfort, strengthen and encourage 
them. 
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• Ask God to make you more willing to trust Him and 
step out in obedience to His call on your life. Thank 
Him that He is willing to use you despite your short-
comings and struggles. 





 

 

2  

W H A T  I F  T H E Y   

D O N ' T  B E L I E V E  M E ?  

Moses answered, “What if they do not believe me 
or listen to me and say, ‘The LORD did not appear 
to you’?” (Exodus 4:1) 

In the opening chapter, we examined the context of Exo-
dus 4:1-5. Israel had been reduced to slavery and her chil-
dren were being murdered at the command of an evil king. 
In her grief, Israel cried out to God and He heard her 
prayer. He called Moses to deliver her from this terrible 
oppression. 

In Exodus 3:10, God spoke very clearly to Moses about 
His purpose for his life. He told him that He was sending 
him to deliver His people from Egypt. 

“So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring 
my people the Israelites out of Egypt." (Exodus 
3:10) 
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The words, “I am sending you” were very clear. God was 
giving Moses a very specific order. Moses knew that those 
words were directed at him. He may have felt unworthy of 
this task but there was no mistaking the call of God on his 
life. He could go with the absolute confidence that he was 
the one God had called for this particular task.  

Beyond this, however, God also promised Moses that He 
would be with Him: 

And God said, "I will be with you. And this will be 
the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When 
you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will 
worship God on this mountain." (Exodus 3:12) 

Moses would not have to do this alone. He was going to 
return to Egypt with not only the call of God on his life but 
also the presence of God with him to accomplish the task. 
The God of Israel would empower and strengthen him to 
accomplish this task. Moses would lack nothing.  The God 
who sent him would also equip him to do what he had been 
called to do. God did not guarantee that this call would be 
easy. He did, however, assure him of two things in Exodus 
3. 

First, God promised that the elders of the land would listen 
to him:  

"The elders of Israel will listen to you. Then you and 
the elders are to go to the king of Egypt and say to 
him, `The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has met 
with us. Let us take a three-day journey into the 
desert to offer sacrifices to the LORD our God.' 
(Exodus 3:18) 
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Moses likely remembered how the Israelites had rejected 
him when he came to the aid of the slave who was being 
beaten. He would naturally wonder if God’s people would 
even listen to what he would say. God reassured him that 
he would have favor with the elders of Israel. 

Secondly, God promised Moses that he would be success-
ful in what he had been called to do. The Israelites would 
not only be freed from bondage but they would be enriched 
by the people who had enslaved them. 

"And I will make the Egyptians favorably disposed 
toward this people, so that when you leave you will 
not go empty-handed. Every woman is to ask her 
neighbor and any woman living in her house for ar-
ticles of silver and gold and for clothing, which you 
will put on your sons and daughters. And so you 
will plunder the Egyptians." (Exodus 3:21-22) 

These were wonderful promises from God. The God who 
called Moses would give him victory over one of the most 
powerful nations on the earth. God’s presence would go 
with him and enable him to accomplish all that He intended 
for him.  

While the call and promises of God were very clear, Moses 
still struggled with what God was asking him to do. He was 
eighty years of age. Forty years prior to this he had a bur-
den for his people in bondage. Acts 7:23-25 tells us that it 
was on his heart at that time, to deliver his people from 
their bondage but the Israelites rejected his aid: 

"When Moses was forty years old, he decided to 
visit his fellow Israelites. He saw one of them being 
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mistreated by an Egyptian, so he went to his de-
fense and avenged him by killing the Egyptian. Mo-
ses thought that his own people would realize that 
God was using him to rescue them, but they did 
not. 

The memory of this time was likely still very much on the 
mind of Moses. While Moses heard the promises of God 
in Exodus 3, he still has two very troubling questions for 
God in Exodus 4:1. Let's take a moment to examine these 
questions and what they have to tell us about Moses.  

WHAT IF THEY DO NOT BELIEVE ME? 

The first question Moses asks God is, “What if they do not 
believe me?” Remember that this question comes in the 
context of God’s promises to Moses in chapter 3. Moses 
knew God was sending him and promised success. What 
is behind this question of Moses in Exodus 4:1? The ques-
tion obviously reflects some of Moses’ concerns as he 
steps out into this call of God on his life.  

We have seen that Moses was rejected by the Israelites at 
the age of forty. Maybe this is on his mind as he returned 
to Egypt. He left Egypt as a murderer and wanted man. 
The people would not have forgotten this. The Egyptians 
did not trust Moses because he had turned against them 
in favour of the Israelites. The Israelites didn’t trust him ei-
ther because he had been raised as an Egyptian. Add to 
this the fact that he had been away for forty years. He no 
longer had any first-hand knowledge of what his people 
were facing. He had not been there with them in their suf-
fering. To some, it may have seemed that he had aban-
doned his people in the time of their greatest need. 
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Moses likely struggled with these issues as he listened to 
God. He did not feel like he had any credibility in the eyes 
of Egypt or Israel. Why should they believe him or what he 
had to say? 

Moses knew he was being called to Egypt. He knew that 
God promised to be with him. He knew that God promised 
to prosper his journey. His question was not so much 
about the call of God on his life as it was his own character 
and worthiness to be the instrument of this call. He re-
flected this attitude in Exodus 3:11 when he responded to 
God’s call by saying:  

But Moses said to God, "Who am I, that I should go 
to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?" 

Moses felt unworthy of the task. He looked at his past his-
tory and could see so many reasons why God should call 
someone else. “Why should the people of Israel believe 
me?” he asked. He felt so unqualified to do this task that 
in Exodus 4:13 he begged God to send someone else: 

But Moses said, "O Lord, please send someone 
else to do it." 

Have you ever felt this way? Have you ever felt unqualified 
for the call God has put on your life? Does the enemy bring 
up your past failures when you want to move forward in 
the will of God? Many of the great men of God in Scripture 
have had pasts they were ashamed of. Paul persecuted 
the church, something he wrestled with to the day of his 
death. In fact, he considered himself to be the worst of all 
sinners (1 Timothy 1:15) and the least of all apostles be-
cause he persecuted the church: 
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For I am the least of the apostles and do not even 
deserve to be called an apostle, because I perse-
cuted the church of God. (1 Corinthians 15:9) 

Peter denied the Lord three times. David committed adul-
tery and murder. None of these men were proud of their 
past. All of them grieved over what they had done and felt 
unworthy of the call of God on their lives. These past fail-
ures are open doors for the enemy to discourage God’s 
servants. You can almost hear Satan crying out to Paul: 
“What right do you have to preach the gospel after the way 
you persecuted the church?” How painful would it have 
been for Peter to remember how, in the days of the Lord’s 
trial, he openly denied even knowing Him? Can you hear 
Satan saying to him: “Why should people believe you, the 
one who denied even knowing Jesus at His most difficult 
moment?” 

There are not many of us who do not have something to 
be ashamed of in life. Be assured that the enemy will use 
this against us. The question of Moses was a legitimate 
one. The question, “What if they don’t believe me?” reflects 
something of his sense of unworthiness and past failures. 
What is important for us to note here is that the Lord God 
knew all about Moses’ past experience and failure. He 
knew all about Paul’s persecution of the church and Pe-
ter’s denials. He still called these men to service. 

How wonderful it is to know that God forgives our sins. He 
picks us up when we fall. He does not give up on us. Peter 
would preach a sermon at Pentecost that brought thou-
sands into the kingdom of God. Paul would become one of 
the greatest missionaries of all time. Moses would deliver 
his people from bondage and lead them to the gates of the 
Promised Land. None of these men were perfect. Humanly 
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speaking, they were not qualified for the job, but God 
doesn’t see things the way we do. 

We all ask the question, “What if they don’t believe me?” 
at one point or other in our lives. It is a legitimate question. 
The only one completely worthy of our confidence is the 
Lord Jesus. He alone is perfect. The rest of us have issues 
in our lives that need to be healed or conquered. We make 
foolish decisions in life. We fall short of God’s standard.  

Understanding our failures can keep us humble. It also 
shows us our need of God and His grace on a moment by 
moment basis. When we feel like we deserve our position 
in the kingdom of God we are in a very dangerous place. 
Those who feel strong in themselves often do not trust in 
the Lord and His enabling. This is a sure path to defeat. 
God is not looking for perfect servants; He is looking for 
humble servants who will trust in Him. 

None of us is worthy of the call of God. When He calls, 
however, we dare not let our unworthiness stand in the 
way of obedience. The God who calls the unworthy ex-
pects them to obey that call. He will equip us for the task. 
He will go with us and grant us success. How thankful we 
need to be that God does not give up on us. As unworthy 
as Moses felt, God still had a purpose for him. In stepping 
out into that call, Moses would know the blessing and par-
don of God in a way he could never have imagined. 
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For Consideration: 

• What do we learn about Moses’ past experiences 
and failures? What are some of your past failures 
and experiences? 

• What promises does God give to Moses in Exodus 
3? 

• What kind of people does God call into His service? 
Do they have to be perfect? 

• Has Satan ever reminded you of your unworthi-
ness? What encouragement do you find in this pas-
sage? 

• How do your failures keep you humble and trusting 
more in God? 

• Have you ever let your past experiences or failures 
keep you from following the call of God on your 
life? 

For Prayer: 

• Thank the Lord for His patience. Thank Him that 
He does not give up on you, but is willing to forgive 
and use you in His service. 

• Ask the Lord to give you victory over the tempta-
tions of the enemy that keep you bound to your fail-
ures and past hurt. 

• Ask God to give you a greater sense of His guid-
ance and enabling as you walk in obedience to His 
call. 

• Thank the Lord that, while we are all unworthy, He 
still has a purpose for our lives. 

• Ask God to show you His purpose and help you to 
walk faithfully in it. 

 



 

 

3   

T H E  L O R D  D I D   

N O T  A P P E A R  T O  Y O U  

Moses answered, “What if they do not believe me 
or listen to me and say, ‘The Lord did not appear to 
you’?” (Exodus 4:1) 

Moses has been questioning the Lord with regard to His 
calling. In the previous chapter, we examined the first of 
these questions: “What if they don’t believe me?”  In many 
ways, this question looks at the history and character of 
Moses. It is a reflection on his sense of unworthiness for 
the task to which he has been called. In this chapter, we 
will examine the second question of Moses: “What if they 
listen to me and say, ‘The Lord did not appear to you?’” 

The task to which God was calling Moses was an awe-
some one. Moses was going to stand against an entire na-
tion. He was calling for the release of hundreds of 
thousands of slaves. Egypt had come to depend on the 
institution of slavery for free labor. There would be great 
political and economic implications for Egypt if they were 
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to release these slaves. To all human appearances this 
task was impossible for one person. 

Beyond the obvious difficulty of releasing the Israelite 
slaves, there was the problem of what to do with them 
when they were released. As much as the Israelites hated 
Egypt, they had become dependent on this land for their 
livelihood. Egypt provided them with the food and homes 
they needed to survive. What would happen to Israel if 
these things were taken from them? Where would they find 
food? Where would they live? These were huge unan-
swered questions for Moses. 

It was very obvious that this task was too big for a simple 
shepherd from Midian to handle. Moses needed the assur-
ance that God was going to be with him if he was to take 
on this role. More than that, however, the people of Israel 
also needed assurance that this was the will of God and 
that Moses was the one God had chosen to be their leader 
in this endeavour. 

Egypt was a strong nation with a powerful army. The Isra-
elites could not stand up to them. As it was, they were be-
ing beaten and forced to work for Egypt. Any sign of 
rebellion would bring the strong hand of Egypt down on 
them. Egypt would not hesitate to take their lives or in-
crease their misery. Israel feared Egypt. It would not be 
easy to convince the people that they needed to rebel 
against their masters and escape their cruel grip. As horri-
ble as their circumstances were in Egypt, at least they had 
their lives and families. This was not guaranteed if they re-
belled. 

The people of Israel needed a powerful assurance that the 
Lord God was going to be with them. He alone could bring 
victory over their enemies, and provide for their future.  He 
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alone could bring them to a land where they could finally 
live in peace and freedom.  

As Moses considered the huge task before him, his ques-
tion was a very important one. “What if they listen to me 
and say the Lord did not appear to me?” Moses realized 
that not only did he have his own past to deal with, but he 
also had to show his people that God was behind him in 
what he was going to do. The people needed to know that 
this was not Moses’ idea, but God’s. They needed to be 
assured that God had appeared to Moses, called him, and 
empowered him to do the impossible. Moses knew that he 
was not worthy of Israel’s confidence. He also knew that 
the only way the people of God would listen to him or have 
any confidence in his calling from God was if they were 
assured that the Lord God had appeared to him.  

Moses’ confidence was not in himself but in the authority 
and power that God would give. He asked God how he 
could possibly give the people the assurance that he had 
been called and empowered to set them free. He feared 
that he would not demonstrate by his words and life that 
God had appeared to him.  

Moses’ question is an important one. Every person in min-
istry today should ask themselves this question: “What if 
people listen to me and say, ‘The Lord has not appeared 
to him’?” Do you understand the task to which God has 
called you today? Do you realize the forces that stand 
against you? Do you understand the power of Satan? Do 
you see the hardness of the human heart? Do you under-
stand the power of worldly temptations? I remember some 
time ago, when I was serving as a pastor on the island of 
Mauritius, crying out to God: “Lord, how can I deal with all 
the problems I am seeing in this church when it is a full-
time job just dealing with myself and my own flesh?” 
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How can we stand before the people God has called us to 
serve, believing that we are sufficient in ourselves, to do 
what God has called us to do? Do we truly believe that our 
education is sufficient to lead the people of God out of 
bondage? Do we honestly feel that our skillful administra-
tion will set the people of God free from the power of Sa-
tan? Satan laughs at our education and skills. He has 
toppled many with even greater skills and education. We 
need more than education and experience to answer the 
call of God in our lives; we need His presence, His author-
ity, and His power. Nothing less than this will bring the vic-
tory. 

There is a vast difference between human skill and the 
power of the Spirit of God. When the Lord Jesus minis-
tered on this earth, those who heard Him speak were 
amazed. He did not speak like other leaders. He spoke 
with authority: 

When Jesus had finished saying these things, the 
crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he 
taught as one who had authority, and not as their 
teachers of the law. (Matthew 7:28-29) 

The Holy Spirit empowered the words Jesus spoke so that 
they were like arrows, piercing the hearts of those who lis-
tened, bringing deep conviction. 

What was true of Jesus was also true of the apostles. After 
listening to Peter and John speak, the Jewish Sanhedrin 
noted the following: 

When they saw the courage of Peter and John and 
realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, 
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they were astonished and they took note that these 
men had been with Jesus. (Acts 4:13) 

These “unschooled, ordinary men,” demonstrated, by their 
words and lives that they had “been with Jesus.” The 
power of Jesus was evident in them. People noticed that 
power. People were changed by that power. 

Do people see that we have been with Jesus? Do they 
recognize that God has appeared to us and sent us? Is 
there evidence of His power and presence in our lives and 
ministry? All too often we are content to minister in human 
strength and wisdom. We trust our life experiences. We 
rely on our education. As Moses considered the great task 
before him, he sincerely believed that what he needed and 
what the people of God needed was a deep assurance that 
God had appeared to him as their leader. That is to say, 
that God had called him and equipped him for the task he 
was about to undertake. 

God had revealed Himself to Moses in a burning bush in 
Exodus 3. Moses was to be like that bush. The bush was 
an ordinary and common plant in the desert. There was 
nothing extraordinary about it but God made His presence 
known in that bush. His powerful presence burned in its 
branches. All who looked at the bush saw the fire of God’s 
presence. This is not a comfortable place to be. The fire of 
God is a fearful thing. Who among us dares to let the fire 
of God burn in their lives? Who among us will surrender to 
the consuming holiness of God and allow Him to purify and 
use us for His glory? 

As Moses asked this question, he revealed some doubts 
about his ability to demonstrate the awesome presence of 
God in his life. He felt unworthy and incapable of being the 
instrument of God’s power and presence. While Moses 
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may have been expressing some personal doubt by this 
question, he does show that his priorities were right. He 
knew that God was his power and strength. He knew he 
had to demonstrate that practically and personally to the 
people to whom he was called. His confidence was not in 
himself. He knew that without God’s presence he could not 
be victorious. 

As he stood before God, Moses was fully aware of his 
need for the presence of God to empower him and fill him 
if he was going to be successful in his ministry. Moses’ 
question is an important one for each of us in ministry. Has 
God appeared to me? Do I know His presence? Am I sur-
rendered to Him as an instrument of His power? No matter 
how much experience we have in ministry or how well ed-
ucated we are, if we do not demonstrate that the Lord has 
appeared to us, we cannot succeed. 

 

For Consideration: 

• What are the struggles and challenges of God’s 
call on your life? 

• How easy is it to trust in your education, experience 
or human skills? Have you ever found yourself re-
lying on these things more than on God? 

• How important is it that you know God’s presence 
in your life and ministry? 

• Do people see evidence of God’s presence in your 
life and ministry? What are the proofs that God has 
appeared to you? 
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For Prayer: 

• Ask the Lord to help you to see your need of His 
guidance and strength in the ministry to which He 
has called you. 

• Ask the Lord to forgive you for the times when you 
did not feel your need of Him. 

• Ask the Lord to make His presence more visible in 
you and through you. 

• Thank the Lord that He delights to use us to ac-
complish what is humanly impossible for the glory 
of His name 





 

 

4   

W H A T  I F  

Moses answered, "What if they do not believe me 
or listen to me and say, `The LORD did not appear 
to you'?" (Exodus 4:1) 

There is one more aspect to Exodus 4:1 we need to exam-
ine before considering the rest of the passage.  We have 
examined Moses’ questions with regard to their application 
to him personally. It is now important that we see these 
questions from the perspective of the ministry to which Mo-
ses was called. 

Anyone who has been in ministry for any length of time 
knows that things don’t always go as we would like. Some-
times when we enter a ministry we have great ideas and 
expectations of what is going to happen. After several 
years of hard work without seeing the results we antici-
pated, we can begin to wonder if we missed the call of 
God. 

Listen to what the Lord said to Isaiah the prophet when He 
called him to speak on His behalf to the nation of Israel: 
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He said, "Go and tell this people: " `Be ever hear-
ing, but never understanding; be ever seeing, but 
ever perceiving.'  Make the heart of this people cal-
loused; make their ears dull and close their eyes. 
Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with 
their ears, understand with their hearts, and turn 
and be healed." Then I said, "For how long, O 
Lord?" And he answered: "Until the cities lie ruined 
and without inhabitant, until the houses are left de-
serted and the fields ruined and ravaged. (Isaiah 
6:9-11) 

Isaiah’s call was a difficult one. The people to whom he 
would go would hear but not understand. Their hearts 
would be hardened. Their eyes would be closed. He was 
to preach to this kind of people until all their cities were 
ruined, their houses deserted and their fields ravaged. 

Speaking about the ministry of the Lord Jesus, the prophet 
Isaiah would say: 

He was despised and rejected by men, a man of 
sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from 
whom men hide their faces he was despised, and 
we esteemed him not. Surely he took up our infir-
mities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered 
him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 
(Isaiah 53:3-4) 

Even Jesus was “despised and rejected” when He gave 
His life for mankind.  As Jesus prepared His disciples for 
the ministry to which He was calling them, He warned them 
of the dangers ahead of them: 
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"Brother will betray brother to death, and a father 
his child. Children will rebel against their parents 
and have them put to death. All men will hate you 
because of me, but he who stands firm to the end 
will be saved. (Mark 13:12-13) 

There would be no guarantee of acceptance. Some of Je-
sus' disciples would face severe persecution and rejection. 
Others would be betrayed by those closest to them. Still 
others would be put to death because of their relationship 
to Christ and the ministry to which they had been called. In 
preparation for this rejection, the Lord told His disciples 
what to do when they went to a town that refused their 
message: 

If people do not welcome you, shake the dust off 
your feet when you leave their town, as a testimony 
against them. (Luke 9:5) 

 When we understand the teaching of the Scriptures and 
the nature of the battle, it should not surprise us if we are 
not always accepted. There will be obstacles along the 
way. The question, “What if?' is a significant one. What if 
people don’t listen? What if they fail to see that we are truly 
from God? What if they reject us and our message? What 
are we to do then? 

Moses not only questions his personal ability (verse 1) but 
also the response of the people to his ministry. It is never 
easy to be rejected, especially when we feel very passion-
ate about what we are presenting to people.  This is espe-
cially true if we have a deep sense of the Lord’s call on our 
lives. We all want to feel useful. We love to see results for 
our labor. 
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While this is admirable, the problem comes when we focus 
too much on results. The Lord taught me this lesson in a 
very simple way some time ago. I was sitting in a coffee 
shop working on a chapter in a Bible commentary I was 
writing. I spend about two hours working on this and was 
just completing the chapter when for some unknown rea-
son my computer shut off.  I turned it back on again and 
when I searched for my work it was lost. My first response 
was, “Lord, why did you allow this to happen? I just spent 
this past two hours working on this and now I’m going 
home with nothing to show for it? I’ve just wasted my entire 
morning.” 

As I sat there considering what had happened, the Lord 
spoke to my heart and said: “Wayne, have you done what 
I asked you to do?” I thought about this for a moment and 
responded: “You have asked me to work on this Bible com-
mentary series, and that is what I have been doing.” “Then 
you have been obedient,” the Lord said, “You have done 
what I have expected of you.” 

In the moments that followed, my attitude went from one 
of frustration to one of peace and contentment. I realized 
that God had called me to be obedient. Results may or 
may not be the outcome of that obedience. What is im-
portant is that I do what He has called me to do. I must 
leave the results to Him. I returned home that day with 
nothing to show for my labor, but with a heart that was con-
fident that I had been walking in obedience.  

The question, “what if?” is a question we must all answer.  
What will we do if no one listens to what we say? What will 
we do if people hate us for the message we preach? What 
if our church never grows past the ten to twenty faithful 
members? What if my marriage never changes? What if, 
after working all morning, I return home with nothing to 
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show for my labor? What will we do when things don’t turn 
out as expected? Everyone in ministry must answer this 
question. 

What the Lord showed me in the coffee shop that day has 
helped me answer this question for myself. I need to be 
obedient and faithful to do what God has called me to do 
whether I see results or not. I must focus on obedience 
more than results. While God is pleased to use us to ex-
pand His kingdom, He is more interested in people learn-
ing to walk in faithful obedience. 

Jeremiah is a wonderful example of faithfulness in a min-
istry. In Jeremiah 20 the prophet was feeling the struggle 
of a seemingly fruitless preaching ministry. Speaking to the 
Lord about this he said: 

Whenever I speak, I cry out proclaiming violence 
and destruction. So the word of the Lord has 
brought me insult and reproach all day long. But if 
I say, “I will not mention him or speak any more in 
his name,” his word is in my heart like a fire, a fire 
shut up in my bones. I am weary of holding it in; 
indeed, I cannot. (Jeremiah 20:8-9) 

Here was a man whose sense of obedience to God was 
so powerful that even when he saw only insult and re-
proach for his messages, he could not stop preaching. He 
knew he needed to be obedient regardless of the result. 

Will we be faithful no matter what? Will we be ready to risk 
rejection and reproach in our ministries? Will we be willing 
to sacrifice what appears to be fruitful ministry for deeper 
obedience to the Lord? We should never doubt that God 
has a purpose for our lives even in times when we don’t 



What is that in Your Hand? 

 

32

understand that purpose. It may take us through a seem-
ingly unfruitful desert. It may lead us into the thick of the 
battle where all we can do is hold our position. Be assured, 
however, that God has a purpose. Learn to discern the call 
of God on your life and don’t be distracted by prosperity or 
results. Leave the matter of bearing fruit to God, and con-
cern yourself with obedience. 

As Moses returned to Egypt, he wondered what the result 
of his preaching would be. He wondered if he would be 
accepted or rejected. All too many servants of God are 
more concerned about results than obedience to God’s 
call. How we respond to the question,” What if?” will de-
pend on our priorities. If our priority is results in ministry, 
we may question our call when we are not seeing results.  
If our priority is obedience to the call of God, we will stand 
firm and leave the results to Him. 

 

For Consideration: 

• Will people always accept our message? Give 
some examples from the Scripture. 

• Are results always guaranteed in ministry (at least 
the kind of results we expect)? 

• What is the difference between a “results” based 
ministry and a “calling” based ministry? 

• What makes us so concerned about results in min-
istry? How important is it to seek obedience first 
and leave the results to God? 

• Is it possible to hinder the work of God in an at-
tempt to get the kind of results we want in ministry? 
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For Prayer: 

• Ask the Lord to give you an assurance of His call 
on your life. Ask Him to teach you to walk in obedi-
ence to that call. 

• Thank the Lord that even when we are rejected by 
those we minister to or see little fruit for our labors 
we can have peace in our heart knowing that we 
have been faithful. 

• Thank the Lord that when we choose to walk in 
obedience to His call and leading, then He pro-
duces the results He wants. 

 





 

 

5  

A  S T A F F  

Then the LORD said to him, "What is that in your 
hand?" "A staff," he replied. (Exodus 4:2) 

In the last three chapters, we examined Moses’ fears and 
questions in regards to his calling to Egypt. These ques-
tions are normal for all who understand human nature and 
are serious about the call of God on their lives. As we move 
now to verse 2 the Lord God addresses Moses’ concerns. 
His response is not what we would expect but has much 
to teach us about the working of God in the lives of those 
He calls.  

In response to Moses’ concerns, the Lord asks: “What is 
that in your hand?” As Moses stood before the Lord, he 
had a shepherd’s staff in his hand. As a shepherd, it was 
used to care for his sheep.  It was a piece of wood about 
2 meters (6 feet) in length with a curved head. The staff 
was used to protect the sheep from enemies or guide them 
in the way they needed to go. With the curved head on the 
staff, a shepherd could hook onto a sheep and pull it away 
from danger. As Moses stood before the Lord, this was all 
he had available to him. It was just a piece of wood. As a 
shepherd, however, Moses knew that he wouldn’t want to 
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be without it as he cared for his sheep. In Moses hands, 
that staff would protect the sheep from their enemies and 
keep them from danger. With it, he could lead his sheep in 
the way he wanted them to go and correct those who were 
being unruly.  

David, himself a shepherd, understood the importance of 
the shepherd’s staff when he wrote in Psalm 23:4: 

Even though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with 
me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

In this psalm, David pictures himself as a sheep. Notice 
how he does not fear even when he is walking through the 
“valley of the shadow of death.” The reason the sheep 
does not fear is because of the shepherd’s staff. If any en-
emy lunged out at the sheep in that dark valley, the shep-
herd’s staff would chase off that enemy. If the sheep risked 
falling down a steep embankment, the staff would redirect 
them. If they fell into a hole and could not get out, the staff 
would reach down to it and with its curved head bring it up 
out of danger. The shepherd’s staff was a deep comfort for 
the sheep. 

As Moses stood before God questioning how he was going 
to do the work the Lord was calling him to do, God drew 
his attention to his staff. This staff would become a very 
important tool in the hands of Moses in the coming years. 
We will examine this in more detail in the next chapter. 
What is important for us to notice now is that God chose to 
use what Moses already had in his possession to accom-
plish His purpose.  
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One of the things that strikes me as I watch what is taking 
place in our day is how often we are looking for something 
new and exciting to be the answer to the struggles of our 
church. There is no end to new ideas about how to grow a 
church or experience more of the Lord. How often have we 
found ourselves falling into this trap? When God answered 
Moses questions that day, He didn’t offer him anything 
new. He pointed his attention to what he already had. In 
his hands was a simple shepherd’s staff. This was going 
to be the answer to Moses’ concerns about how to do the 
work God was asking him to do. 

The wonderful thing about the Lord God is that He knew 
us even before we were born. Throughout all our lives His 
hand has been on us. He has been preparing us for the 
work He has for us from the time we were in our mother’s 
womb (see Jeremiah 1:5). The circumstances we have 
had to face in life, as difficult as they have been, were pre-
paring us for this moment. God does not wait until we are 
ready to obey before He gives us what we need, He has 
been working on us from the beginning, shaping us into 
the people He needs and equipping us for His purpose. 
This means that even before we are aware of our call in 
life, God has been shaping and training us. 

As Moses questioned God about the work He was sending 
him to do, God simply pointed to what He had already 
given him. Moses didn’t need to look any farther than this. 
He had all he needed. God had made sure of that. God’s 
hand had been on Moses as a baby protecting him from 
the cruelty of the Egyptian Pharaoh. His hand had trained 
him for the last forty years as a shepherd, giving him the 
skills necessary to live in the desert and care for His peo-
ple. 
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By always looking for something new, we fail to see the 
sovereign hand of God already on our lives. By looking for 
something new, we fail to see the answer God has already 
given. Could it be that we already have all that is neces-
sary? Will we miss the answer because we are looking for 
something other than what God has already given? 

In my experience I have come to understand that some of 
the most incredible ministries are the result of God’s peo-
ple accepting His purpose for their lives and using the ex-
periences and gifts He has already given them. In our 
search for something bigger and better we often miss the 
power of the simple. 

The question God asks Moses that day is a very important 
one. “What do you have in your hand?” What has God 
been doing in your life? What has He been teaching you? 
What opportunities has He been giving you? Where has 
He seen fit to put you? All these things come from the hand 
of a sovereign God. None of these things happened by 
chance. Everything has a purpose. The question we must 
ask ourselves is whether we will take what the Lord has 
already given us and use it for His glory. 

 

For Consideration: 

• What was the shepherd’s staff used for in the days 
of Moses? How would this have been a comfort to 
the sheep? 

• How does God prepare us for His call on our lives? 
How has He particularly prepared you for your call-
ing in life? 
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• Is it possible to miss the purpose of God for our 
lives by always looking for something “new and ex-
citing?” 

For Prayer: 

• Ask the Lord to help you to accept what He has 
been doing in your life. Ask Him to help you to use 
what He has been doing in you for His glory. 

• Thank the Lord that His hand has been on you from 
birth. Thank Him that He has been preparing you 
all along for a wonderful purpose in His kingdom. 
Ask Him for grace to be faithful to that purpose. 





 

 

6  

T H R O W  I T  O N  T H E  G R O U N D  

The LORD said, "Throw it on the ground." (Exodus 
4:3) 

The Lord has been speaking to Moses about his shep-
herd’s staff. In the previous chapter we looked at how God 
prepares us for the ministry He has laid out for us. He 
equips us from our birth through the circumstances He 
brings into our lives and the gifts He develops in us over 
time. He uses what appears to be very ordinary to expand 
His kingdom. 

When Moses told the Lord what he had in his hand, the 
Lord asked him to do something very strange with it. Mo-
ses was told to take his shepherd’s staff and throw in on 
the ground. When he did this, it turned into a snake. We 
will examine this further in another chapter. For the mo-
ment our concern is the command of God to throw the staff 
to the ground. 

There were two important lessons that God wanted to 
teach Moses that day. The first was the importance of sur-
render. The second was to show Moses what He could do 
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with what had been surrendered to Him. In this chapter we 
will examine the first of these two lessons. 

God was asking Moses to take the only tool he had and 
surrender it to Him by throwing it on the ground. This was 
a very important lesson for Moses to learn at the outset of 
his ministry. For the last forty years that shepherd’s staff 
had been Moses' primary tool. He now had forty years of 
experience using it. It was very comfortable in his hands. 
Over the years that staff had protected a number of sheep. 
He had used it to fight off wild animals seeking to harm the 
sheep. It may have pulled a number of sheep out of deep 
pits and rescued them from danger. Moses knew how to 
use that staff. He likely depended on it and would never 
leave home without it. 

God wanted to be in control of Moses’ staff. In the hands 
of the Lord, it would be used in ways Moses had never 
imagined. As long as it was in Moses' hands and he was 
in control of it, it would continue to be used as it had always 
been used. God had a very different purpose now. If Mo-
ses wanted to see God use this tool, he first needed to 
surrender it to the Lord. 

Surrendering his staff to the Lord required renouncing his 
control over it. The staff would no longer be Moses’ staff; 
it now would belong completely to God. It is quite interest-
ing to note that Exodus refers to Moses’ staff after this 
event as the “staff of God.” 

Why was it important that Moses surrender his staff to the 
Lord? It was important because God had a very different 
plan for that staff. Moses’ experience with his shepherd’s 
staff would have gotten in the way. In the hands of the 
Lord, and under His direction, that simple piece of wood 
would be the channel of great miracles and deliverance for 
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the people of God. In Moses’ hands and under his control, 
it was a simple shepherd’s staff. 

God was teaching Moses a very important lesson. It is one 
that we must all learn if we are going to be effective in min-
istry. What are the tools we have in our hands today? To 
each of us God has given experiences in life and spiritual 
gifts. Our spiritual gifts and experiences must be surren-
dered to the Lord if they are going to be useful for the ex-
pansion of His kingdom. He must be in absolute control of 
them. It is quite possible for us to use our spiritual gifts in 
ways the Lord never intended.  Spiritual gifts and personal 
experience are not substitutes for total dependence on the 
Lord and His leading. How easy it is for us to trust in our 
gifts. Unless those gifts are surrendered to the Lord, how-
ever, they will not be effective. 

Each of us stands before the Lord with gifts and talents. 
God is now asking us to throw these gifts to the ground. 
He is calling us today to surrender them to Him and give 
Him complete control over how they are to be used. We 
must use these gifts now as He leads and directs. We must 
allow Him full control of when, how, and even if these gifts 
are used.  

We miss the purpose of God if we believe that because 
God has given us experience and gifts we are in control of 
them. Imagine Moses using his shepherd’s staff without 
the leading and empowerment of God. His experience 
would have shown him that he could use it to fend off en-
emies, but how could that staff fend off the whole Egyptian 
army? Experience showed him that the staff could lead the 
sheep in the right path, but what would be the response of 
human beings if Moses used his shepherd's staff on their 
back to correct them? As long as Moses was in control of 
that staff and used it as he saw fit, it would be of absolutely 
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no use for the kingdom of God. If Moses was to be effec-
tive in his ministry he needed to surrender to God and how 
He wanted to use the gifts He had given him. Moses 
learned this lesson the hard way.  

As the people of God travelled through the wilderness, 
there was not enough water for them to drink. The Lord 
told Moses to go to a specific rock in Horeb and strike it 
with his staff. When he did, water came out of the rock for 
all the people to drink (see Exodus 17:6). Later on in 
Kadesh, the people again complained about a lack of wa-
ter. This time the Lord asked Moses to take his staff with 
him and speak to a particular rock and water would come 
out for the people. Moses disobeyed the Lord and used his 
staff to strike the rock instead of speaking to it: 

 "Take the staff, and you and your brother Aaron 
gather the assembly together. Speak to that rock 
before their eyes and it will pour out its water. You 
will bring water out of the rock for the community 
so they and their livestock can drink." So Moses 
took the staff from the LORD's presence, just as he 
commanded him. He and Aaron gathered the as-
sembly together in front of the rock and Moses said 
to them, "Listen, you rebels, must we bring you wa-
ter out of this rock?" Then Moses raised his arm 
and struck the rock twice with his staff. Water 
gushed out, and the community and their livestock 
drank. But the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 
"Because you did not trust in me enough to honor 
me as holy in the sight of the Israelites, you will not 
bring this community into the land I give them." 
(Numbers 20:8-12) 

The result of this wrongful use of the staff brought the an-
ger of the Lord on Moses and Aaron and resulted in the 
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Lord refusing to allow them the privilege of leading the 
people into the Promised Land. 

The question we need to ask ourselves here is this: Have 
we surrendered our gifts and experiences to the Lord? 
Have we cast our staff on the ground in full surrender to 
God and His leading? Will you say to the Lord today: “Lord, 
all You have given me belongs to You. I surrender the ex-
periences You have brought me through into Your hands. 
I offer You the gifts You have given me. They do not be-
long to me and today I choose to use them only as You 
lead and guide.” 

If we are going to accomplish the purpose of God for our 
lives, the first thing we need to do is to throw all our expe-
rience and gifts on the ground in surrender to the Lord and 
His purpose. Whatever you want to accomplish with those 
gifts must be sacrificed to the Lord today. All your ambi-
tions and personal goals must be thrown down before the 
Lord. He must be Lord of your spiritual gifts, education and 
experience. Only then can we know the fullness of His pur-
pose in our lives. 

 

For Consideration: 

• Why did God ask Moses to throw his staff to the 
ground? 

• How had Moses used his shepherd’s staff for the 
past forty years? How would this change now that 
he had surrendered the staff to the Lord? 

• Is it possible to trust our spiritual gifts and experi-
ences more than the Lord? Why is it important that 
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we learn to discern God’s will in the use of our spir-
itual gifts? 

• How can our spiritual gifts and experiences hinder 
the work of the Lord? 

For Prayer: 

• Thank the Lord for the gifts and experiences He 
has given you. Take a moment to surrender their 
use to the Lord. Commit yourself to seeking His will 
in how He would want them to be used. 

• Thank the Lord for how He can take what appears 
to be simple gifts and use them for His glory and 
the expansion of His kingdom. 

• Ask the Lord to give you grace to trust in Him more 
than in what He has given. 



 

 

7  

I T  B E C A M E  A  S N A K E  

The LORD said, “Throw it on the ground.” Moses 
threw it on the ground and it became a snake, and 
he ran from it. (Exodus 4:3) 

As we continue in verse 3 we see the result of Moses’ obe-
dience to the Lord. When he threw his staff on the ground 
it turned into a snake. With over forty years of experience 
using a staff, never had Moses seen anything like this.  In 
his wildest imagination, Moses could never have imagined 
that such a thing was possible. Speaking through the 
prophet Isaiah, the Lord reminded His people that His 
thoughts were higher than their thoughts and His ways 
were different from their ways. 

"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 
your ways my ways," declares the LORD. "As the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts. (Isaiah 55:8-9) 

Imagine what Moses would have done with his staff if he 
was in control of it. Knowing that this was the instrument 
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God would use to deliver His people from Egypt, what uses 
would Moses have found for this staff if it was up to him to 
decide? One thing is certain, he would never have thought 
about turning it into a snake. 

In a very similar way, God’s purposes for our gifts and ex-
periences are not the same as ours. In our wildest dreams 
we could never imagine how God could use us. What 
seems to be so insignificant can become a powerful tool in 
the hands of the Lord. Moses’ experience with the staff 
was going to be stretched. As he looked at that snake on 
the ground, Moses could never have imagined just how 
powerful that staff would be in the hands of God. Let’s take 
a moment to consider what God would empower Moses to 
do with his staff. Consider the following chart: 

Verses How Staff was Used by God 

Exodus 7:9-
13 

Moses threw down his staff and it 
became a snake which ate all the 
Egyptian magicians snakes 

Exodus 7:17-
18 

The staff struck the Nile river and 
killed all the fish 

Exodus 7:20 The staff turned the water of the Nile 
into blood 

Exodus 8:5-7 The staff brought frogs out of the riv-
ers onto the land 

Exodus 8:16-
17 

The staff struck the dust and brought 
a plague of gnats onto Egypt 

Exodus 9:22-
24 

The staff raised up to the sky 
brought thunder, lightning and hail 
from heaven 

Exodus10:13-
15 

The staff caused a strong wind to 
blow locusts into Egypt devouring 
their crops 
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Exodus 14:16 The staff divided the sea so that the 
Israelites could cross on dry land, 
escaping from the Egyptian army 

Exodus 17:5-
6 

The staff struck a rock at Horeb and 
provided water for the entire nation 

Exodus 17:8-
13 

The staff, when raised above Mo-
ses’ head, gave Joshua and the Is-
raelites victory over the Amalekites 

This chart teaches us something very important. It shows 
us that human wisdom is insufficient in the use of our spir-
itual gifts and experiences. Moses’ knowledge of how to 
use a staff was unquestionable. For forty years this had 
been his tool. It was comfortable in his hand and he knew 
exactly how to use it when needed. However, God’s ways 
were very different. He had a completely new use for Mo-
ses’ staff. In a similar way, God wants to train us in the use 
or our spiritual gifts and experiences. We do not under-
stand the ways of the Lord. He wants to use our gifts in 
ways we could never imagine. If we want to see our gifts 
being used to their fullest potential we need to know His 
leading and walk in obedience to Him.  

The simple gifts God has given are powerful tools in His 
hand. A piece of wood in Moses’ hand brought an end to 
slavery, defeated the strongest army in the world and 
moved the forces of nature to act on behalf of God’s peo-
ple. You may not feel like you have much in your hand, but 
when you surrender it into the hands of the Lord and walk 
in obedience, that small gift can change the world.  

How foolish it is to elevate a man or woman who has a 
particular gifts or experiences. Exodus shows us that Mo-
ses was a simple, fearful and sometimes impatient man. 
He had his faults like every one of us. His shepherd’s staff 
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was an ordinary piece of wood. There were many like this. 
As Moses looked down at that snake on the ground, he 
realized that there was a power far greater than himself at 
work through his staff.  That power was the power of God.  

Speaking in John 12:24 the Lord Jesus said: 

I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to 
the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. 
But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 

We can put our seeds on a shelf where they will be safe, 
but until we are ready to bury them in the ground and let 
them die, they will never be of any use to us. From the life 
of that dead seed springs a new plant which produces 
many more seeds just like it. The sacrifice of our gifts to 
the Lord will bear great fruit. He empowers what we give 
to Him and will use it in ways we could never imagine. 

The staff thrown on the ground was given life by God. The 
snake that slithered there before Moses was very much 
alive. God gave life to Moses’ staff when he surrendered it 
to Him and obeyed. He will do the same for us when we 
surrender what He has given us to Him. 
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For Consideration: 

• What is the difference between how we would nat-
urally use the gifts and experiences God gives us 
and how God wants us to use them? Why is it im-
portant that we learn to walk in obedience to God 
and His leading? 

• How did God use Moses’ staff? How was this dif-
ferent from how Moses would have used it? 

• God gave life to Moses’ staff when he surrendered 
it to Him. What does it mean to surrender our gifts 
and experiences to the Lord? Have you given the 
Lord control over how, when, where and if He uses 
your gifts and experiences? 

• Why is it foolish to glorify people or their gifts? 
What is the true source of power? 

For Prayer: 

• Thank the Lord that He can use you as an instru-
ment for His glory. 

• Take a moment to surrender your gifts and experi-
ences to the Lord. Tell the Lord that you want Him 
to lead you and show you how He wants you to use 
what He has given you. 

• Ask the Lord to protect you from pride. Ask Him to 
show you that He alone deserves the glory for the 
way your gifts have been used. Ask Him to forgive 
you for times when you have taken the glory from 
Him and kept it for yourself.  





 

 

8   

M O S E S  I S  A F R A I D  

The LORD said, "Throw it on the ground." Moses 
threw it on the ground and it became a snake, and 
he ran from it. Then the LORD said to him, "Reach 
out your hand and take it by the tail." So Moses 
reached out and took hold of the snake and it 
turned back into a staff in his hand. 

In the previous chapter we saw that God asked Moses to 
throw his staff on the ground. When he did, the staff turned 
into a snake. Notice the response of Moses toward the 
snake. The last part of verse 3 tells us that Moses ran from 
it.  

There may be any number of reasons why Moses ran from 
that snake.  He may have been afraid of it. He had certainly 
not expected to see such a thing happen when his staff hit 
the ground. The picture we see here is of Moses running 
away from what God was doing with his staff. Let’s con-
sider this for a moment. 

When we surrender our gifts and spiritual experiences to 
the Lord we do not know how He is going to use them. His 



What is that in Your Hand? 

 

54

ways are very different from ours. When we let Him control 
our gifts and how He wants to use them we are entering 
unfamiliar territory. Moses had used his staff for forty 
years, but he had never seen what he saw that day. It 
frightened him. He was taken out of his comfort zone into 
something totally new. 

The power of God is not something to be taken lightly. The 
saints of the Bible who saw that power at work experi-
enced the fear Moses experienced that day. Listen to the 
response of Isaiah the prophet when he saw the glory of 
God in his day: 

At the sound of their voices the doorposts and 
thresholds shook and the temple was filled with 
smoke. "Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am 
a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of 
unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the 
LORD Almighty." (Isaiah 6:4-5) 

When the apostle John saw the Lord in the book of Reve-
lation he fell at his feet “as though dead”: 

When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. 
Then he placed his right hand on me and said: "Do 
not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the 
Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for 
ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and 
Hades. (Revelation 1:17-18) 

Experiencing the presence and the power of God was not 
something these men took lightly. As Moses looked down 
at that snake on the ground he was aware of the power of 
God. This was a power that was too much for him. How 
could he stand in the presence of such a God? How could 
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he be the instrument of such power? Being an instrument 
in the hands of God is an awesome responsibility. Those 
who know the power of God must also respect that power. 

Moses ran from the demonstration of God’s power. We 
can do this today as well. There are many things that can 
cause us fear in the ministry to which God calls us. Over 
the years the Lord has given me different opportunities to 
speak at retreats and conferences. On many occasions, I 
would come to the middle of a conference and feel over-
whelmed with the obligation placed on me. I remember a 
time, speaking at a youth retreat when, with tears stream-
ing down my face, I cried out to the Lord saying: “Lord, I 
have nothing more to give.” I felt unworthy of the respon-
sibility. I felt that I could never accomplish what God was 
asking of me. I was afraid that I could not measure up to 
His requirements or that I would not be a worthy instrument 
of His power for those youth. Maybe Moses felt this un-
worthiness that day. How many people refuse to step into 
a ministry because they are afraid they are not worthy or 
capable of being what God asks them to be? 

There are many other fears. God may ask us to deal with 
sins in our lives we would rather forget. I remember a time 
when I was in my teens. I was painting a house for a lady 
in the church. Part of the job required scraping old paint off 
with a knife. As I was doing this the knife she gave me 
broke in my hands. I was too embarrassed to tell her that 
her knife broke so I just put it in my pocket and took it home 
with me. Sometime later, I was attending a chapel service 
at a Bible School where the preacher was speaking about 
making right the things we had done wrong. The Holy Spirit 
brought to mind this incident. The power of that conviction 
was so strong that I could no longer sit in the service. I left 
immediately, went to a store, purchased a new knife like 
the one I had broken and wrote a letter to the lady, and 
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sent the new knife to her in the mail. God will confront our 
sins. As He draws near to use us sins will be exposed.  

We like to be in control of our circumstances. We have 
been trained in Bible Schools and Seminaries in how to 
preach and administer the work of the Lord. We enjoy the 
security of the regular salary and routine. Surrendering to 
the leading of the Lord, however, means surrendering this 
control to Him. What will the day bring? Will He interrupt 
my routine and schedule? Will He stretch me in ways I’m 
not sure I want to be stretched? Will He send me where 
I’m not sure I want to go? The power Moses faced that day 
was bigger than him. Was He willing to surrender to that 
power and authority? Many of us are afraid to surrender 
control of our lives to such a power. 

Others are afraid of extremes. They fear that God may ask 
them to do something that is out of their theological com-
fort zone or something that may make them look like a fool 
before others.  They are concerned for their reputation and 
how people perceive them. Jesus constantly clashed with 
the established religion of His day. In the end, the religious 
leaders crucified Him. John the Baptist was beheaded be-
cause he dared to stand up against the moral decay in the 
political leadership of his day. As we stand before the 
power of the Lord, we must ask ourselves if we are ready 
to risk our reputations to be instruments of that power.  

Notice what the Lord told Moses to do in verse 4: 

Then the LORD said to him, "Reach out your hand 
and take it by the tail." 

God asked Moses to address his fears. He asked him to 
reach out to that snake and grab it. What is important for 
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us here is that God calls us to face our fears. Moses could 
never advance in his ministry as long as he did not deal 
with that snake.  

What is true for Moses is true for us as well. Paul reminds 
us in Romans 8:15 that we have not received a spirit that 
makes us a slave to fear: 

For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a 
slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of 
sonship.  And by him we cry, "Abba, Father. (Ro-
mans 8:15) 

Notice that God gives to us a Spirit of sonship. Our rela-
tionship with God is one of a son or daughter. As a Father, 
He cares for us. He always has our best interests at heart. 
We who have such a relationship with Him need not fear. 
He will give us grace for all He has in mind for us. We can 
trust Him fully. He loves us as His children. As parents, 
one of the things we have to do is to teach our children 
how to face their fears. We know that as long as these 
fears are in their lives they will be paralysed by them. This 
is how it is with the Lord God as well. As a loving heavenly 
Father, He speaks to Moses and with a gentle firmness in 
His voice he says: "Reach out your hand and take it by the 
tail." We have nothing to fear, for God will not leave us. He 
will protect and keep us in His care. He has our best inter-
est at heart. Will we reach out to our fears and grab them 
by the tail? Moses obeyed the Lord that day, and the snake 
turned back into a staff when he picked it up.  

While Moses needed to surrender His staff to the Lord, 
God gave it back to Him. He did so, however, with the un-
derstanding that it would no longer be used in the same 
way. It would now be under God’s control and empowered 
by Him. 



What is that in Your Hand? 

 

58

As you stand before the presence of the power of God to-
day listening to His call on your life, what are your fears? 
Will you let those fears paralyse you and keep you from 
doing what God has called you to do? Will you hear the 
word of the Lord today: “Reach out your hand and take it 
by the tail”? Will you like Moses grab that snake by the tail 
and conquer your fear? Will you trust the Lord with the call 
He has put on your life and step out boldly in His power for 
His glory? 

 

For Consideration: 

• What was the response of Moses to the snake on 
the ground? 

• Why do you suppose Moses was afraid of the 
snake? 

• Is it normal to experience a measure of fear in the 
presence of the power of God? 

• What kind of fears do you have regarding your call-
ing? Do any of those fears keep you from being 
more effective in what God has asked you to do? 
What are they? 

• What do you think God would have you to do with 
your particular fears? 

For Prayer: 

• Thank the Lord that while He is a powerful God, He 
is also loving and caring. 

• Ask the Lord to show you if there are any fears in 
your life that keep you from surrendering com-
pletely to Him. 
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• Ask the Lord to show you how He would have you 
deal with the fears that keep you from a deeper and 
more fruitful walk with Him. 

• Ask for strength to reach out your hand and grab 
your fears by the tail. 





 

 

9   

S O  T H A T  T H E Y  M A Y  B E L I E V E  

“This,” said the LORD, “is so that they may believe 
that the LORD, the God of their fathers—the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Ja-
cob—has appeared to you.” (Exodus 4:5) 

As we conclude this study of Exodus 4:1-5 let’s take a mo-
ment to summarize what we have seen so far. The Lord 
God had called Moses to return to Egypt to deliver the Is-
raelites from bondage. Moses was somewhat uncertain 
about whether he was the man to do this. In verse 1 he 
questioned the Lord about this call on his life. He wanted 
to know what to do if the people didn’t believe him or if they 
listened to him and said the Lord hadn’t appeared to him. 

The Lord answered Moses' questions by telling him to take 
his staff and throw it on the ground. When he did, it turned 
into a snake. When he picked it up again, it returned to its 
normal state. This was nothing short of a miracle. 

After showing Moses this sign, the Lord told him in verse 
5 that this sign was given so that the people may believe. 
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God gave to Moses a sign to enable the people of his day 
to believe that he was the one chosen to be their deliverer.  

Throughout the Old and New Testaments the Lord em-
powered His servants in special ways. In Judges 6 we read 
of how the angel of the Lord gave Gideon a sign when he 
was called to battle the Midianites and the Amalekites. 
Gideon, like Moses was uncertain of whether he was the 
man to lead an army against this powerful alliance. God 
showed him that he was by using a wool fleece (see 
Judges 6:33-40).  He caused dew to be on the fleece while 
the ground around it was dry. When Gideon wasn’t sure 
this was enough, He caused the ground to be wet with dew 
and the fleece completely dry. This was to show Gideon 
that he was indeed the man He had chosen. 

The Lord sent Isaiah the prophet to King Hezekiah one day 
to tell him that he was going to die (2 Kings 20:1). When 
the king heard this he cried out to the Lord. The Lord heard 
that prayer and sent Isaiah back to him to tell him that God 
would give him fifteen more years (2 Kings 20:6). Hezekiah 
wanted to be sure of what Isaiah had told him and so he 
asked the Lord for a sign. In response the Lord made a 
shadow go backwards (see 2 Kings 20:9-11). When the 
king saw this, he knew the Lord had confirmed the promise 
He had made through Isaiah. 

The king’s officials hated Daniel in his day because of his 
commitment to the Lord God of Israel and how the Lord 
was prospering him. They determined in their hearts to get 
rid of him. The king issued a decree that any citizen who 
worshipped anyone but the king for a period of thirty days 
would be thrown into the lions’ den (see Daniel 6:12). They 
did this knowing that Daniel would not submit to such a 
command. When they found Daniel praying to the Lord 
God, they brought the matter to the king and he was forced 
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to throw Daniel into the lions’ den. The Lord shut the 
mouths of those lions, however, so that they did not harm 
Daniel. When the king looked the next day and found him 
unharmed, he was convinced that the God of Daniel was 
the true God. 

In the New Testament we see the incredible miracles that 
Jesus performed. While many of these miracles were for 
the benefit of those who were sick and afflicted, they 
served another purpose as well. The miracles of Jesus 
were given so that people might believe in Him. Listen to 
what the Lord said to the religious leaders of his day in 
John 10:37-38: 

Do not believe me unless I do what my Father 
does. But if I do it, even though you do not believe 
me, believe the miracles that you may know and 
understand that the Father is in me, and I in the 
Father." 

According to Jesus, the miracles He performed were proof 
that the Father was in Him. There was no other explana-
tion for the power that was being revealed that day. 

Speaking to His disciples in Mark 16:15-18, the Lord Jesus 
told them that as they went out in His name there would be 
great signs of His power revealed in them: 

He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach 
the good news to all creation. Whoever believes 
and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not 
believe will be condemned. And these signs will ac-
company those who believe: In my name they will 
drive out demons; they will speak in new 
tongues; they will pick up snakes with their hands; 
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and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt 
them at all; they will place their hands on sick peo-
ple, and they will get well." 

These signs were evidence of God’s calling and empow-
ering. They were also a means of revealing the truth of 
what these apostles were proclaiming. Who among us can 
read the accounts of what happened in the days of the 
prophets and apostles without understanding that there 
was something miraculous happening in their day? The 
presence of God was being confirmed in ways that could 
leave no doubt that He was present in what they were do-
ing and saying. 

It should be understood that these signs were given be-
cause of the hardness of human hearts. God knew that 
unless the people of Moses’ day saw some sort of sign, 
they would not accept Moses or his ministry. What was 
true in the days of Moses was also true in the New Testa-
ment. Listen to what the Lord Jesus told the people who 
gathered around him in John 4:48: 

"Unless you people see miraculous signs and won-
ders," Jesus told him, "you will never believe." 

You can sense the frustration in these words of Jesus. The 
people would not believe the words of God unless Jesus 
proved these words to them by some miraculous sign. 

Even miraculous signs, however, were not always enough. 
We read in John 12:37: 

Even after Jesus had done all these miraculous 
signs in their presence, they still would not believe 
in him.  
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The human heart is so hardened to the things of God that 
it needs a miracle to believe what God says. Even a mira-
cle, however, is not enough for many. Notice what the Lord 
told Moses in Exodus 4:5: “This”, said the Lord, “is so that 
they may believe...” Note the words “may believe.” The use 
of these words shows that not all of the people would be-
lieve. Many hearts would still remain hardened to the truth 
and the call of God on Moses’ life. Many would perish even 
though God had given them powerful signs.  

What can we learn from this verse?  We see the hardness 
of the human heart. God is calling us to minister to a peo-
ple who struggle to believe. Many don’t want to believe. 
Still others hate those who believe. This is a difficult task. 
As Moses returned to minister to the people of God in 
Egypt, he would feel the weight of this disbelief. His own 
people would turn against him. They would grumble and 
complain. They would quarrel among themselves. The 
temptation to return to Egypt was always very real for 
them. What would make these people believe? 

One thing is for sure, the God who called Moses would 
also equip him to do the work. He would empower him spe-
cifically and use him to bring faith into the hearts of this 
rebellious and hardened people. Our God will work in us 
and give us all we need for the task to which He has called 
us. His miraculous power will be evident in our ministries. 
Indeed, it must be evident if we are to accomplish the task. 
The salvation of a soul or victory over a stronghold of the 
flesh in our lives is nothing short of a miracle. We are called 
to fight a force that is more powerful than ourselves. Only 
the power of God can bring the victory this world needs. 
No one is truly convinced to become a Christian on the 
basis of human reasoning and logic. This requires a mirac-
ulous touch of God’s Spirit in a life. 
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Does God still give us signs today? Admittedly this is a 
question that has divided Christians for centuries. It is cer-
tainly not my intention to get into this debate in the closing 
chapter of this study. The question we need to ask here is 
not so much a theological as a very practical one. Do we 
need the power of God to do the work He has called us to 
do? To this question there can be only one answer. With-
out the power of God demonstrated in our lives, we would 
be powerless to face the enemy before us. We would be 
incapable of accomplishing the task at hand. 

What will that power look like? To this question I return to 
the question God gave Moses: “What is that in your hand?” 
God will empower what He has given you to do the task at 
hand. In the case of Moses it was his staff. What will God 
empower in your life? What spiritual gifts has He given 
you? What opportunities has He placed in your path? How 
has He shaped your personality? 

For most of my life I have struggled with depression, an 
anxiety disorder and an obsessive compulsive personality 
disorder. For many years the enemy used these as a 
weapon against me. There were many times I was so de-
pressed I cried out to God to take my life. I just didn’t feel 
like I wanted to go on any further. At other times, I would 
feel anxious or become so fixated on something that I 
could hardly see anything else. Like Paul, I prayed for the 
Lord to remove these things but I found that instead of re-
moving them the Lord showed me how He could use them 
for His glory. I have often been able to minister to people 
struggling with depression. Sometimes I can sense when 
a person struggles with similar issues just by how they ex-
press themselves. The Lord has been teaching me to har-
ness my anxiety and obsessions. Publishers never had to 
put deadlines on me as I was driven by nature to accom-
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plish the tasks even before they were needed. My ten-
dency to be fixated on something I put my mind to has al-
lowed me to focus in my writing ministry in ways that many 
of my friends could not. Over the years I have come to see 
that what appears to many to be a weakness, has been a 
tool the Lord my God has used to accomplish His greater 
purposes. The sword the enemy used against me has now 
been given back to me to use against him. For this I offer 
praise to the Lord. My weaknesses are what God has cho-
sen to use. I trust that my struggles will be a sign to all that 
God has appeared to me and given me victory.  

God will empower what He has given us to accomplish the 
task at hand. The evidence of His presence and power will 
be different for all of us. God is not limited to using certain 
gifts. If we covet the gifts of others we will blind ourselves 
to the way He wants to use us. God empowered the simple 
staff of Moses. This simple object would become an instru-
ment of power.  

The task before us is a massive one but the God who calls 
us is bigger. His power will enable us. We will not be left to 
human wisdom and strength to accomplish the task. He 
who calls us will empower what He has chosen to place in 
our hands. May we not hesitate to use what He has given, 
but be willing and surrendered instruments in His hands. 

 

For Consideration: 

• Why did God give “signs” in the Scripture? What 
was their purpose? 
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• Does the empowering of our gifts guarantee re-
sults? Will people always believe us or the God 
who sent us? 

• Why is it necessary for us to be empowered by God 
for the work of ministry? Can we truly be effective 
in human strength alone? 

• What has God put in your hands? How has He 
been using what He has chosen to given you to ac-
complish His purposes and reveal His presence to 
others? 

For Prayer:  

• Thank the Lord that He does not leave us to ac-
complish His work in human strength and wisdom. 
Thank Him that He empowers and equips those He 
calls. 

• Ask the Lord to show you what He has put in your 
hand. Ask Him to continue to empower what He 
has given for His glory in your life. Ask Him to show 
you how you can use what He has put in your hand. 

• Ask God to help you to accept His purpose for your 
life. Ask Him to forgive you for times you wanted 
what He gave someone else. 

• Thank the Lord that He can empower our weak-
nesses and use them for the glory of His kingdom. 
Commit those weaknesses to Him and ask Him to 
either take them away or use them to expand His 
kingdom. 
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