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1
GOING TO HEAVEN
ON SOMEONE ELSE'S

SHOULDERS

The 2006 edition of Operation World estimates that
81.5% of North Americans consider themselves to
be Christian. This represents approximately 259
million people. Forty-eight million of these, how-
ever, have no church affiliation. Let's be realistic
about these figures. Not everyone affiliated with a
Christian church is truly Christian. There will al-
ways be those who attend church on Sunday
whose faith is not real.

This brings us to an important question. Why do
these individuals claim to be Christian if they do not
practice their faith? While | cannot answer for them,
| would expect that most of them would consider
themselves to be Christian because they were born
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into a Christian family. They feel that because they
were born of Christian parents they are Christians
(as opposed to Hindu or Muslim). For many people,
you are born into your faith in the same way you
are born into your nationality. | am Canadian be-
cause | was born of Canadian parents and | have
never renounced my citizenship. Many people see
their faith in this way. Unless you decide to change
your faith, you remain what you were when you
were born whether you practice this faith or not.

It is true that this is how things work with regard to
our nationality. To be a Canadian, all | have to do
is to be born of Canadian parents. As long as | do
not renounce my citizenship, | will always be a Ca-
nadian. As a Canadian, | enjoy the privileges of cit-
izenship. | am protected by Canada's laws and
enjoy her freedom. Is this how it works, however,
with regard to my faith? Can | call myself a Chris-
tian and expect to enjoy the privileges of Christian-
ity simply because | was born in a Christian home?

To answer this question, | would like to look at two
Old Testament passages found in the book of Eze-
kiel.

The first passage is found in Ezekiel 14.12-18:

The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of
man, if a country sins against me by being
unfaithful and | stretch out my hand against
it to cut off its food supply and send famine
upon it and kill its men and their animals,
even if these three men—Noah, Daniel and
Job—were in it, they could save only them-
selves by their righteousness, declares the
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Sovereign LORD. “Or if | send wild beasts
through that country and they leave it child-
less and it becomes desolate so that no one
can pass through it because of the beasts,
as surely as | live, declares the Sovereign
LORD, even if these three men were in it,
they could not save their own sons or
daughters. They alone would be saved, but
the land would be desolate. “Or if | bring a
sword against that country and say, ‘Let the
sword pass throughout the land,” and | Kill
its men and their animals, as surely as |
live, declares the Sovereign LORD, even if
these three men were in it, they could not
save their own sons or daughters. They
alone would be saved.

What does this passage tell us? God told the
prophet Ezekiel that when His people turned their
backs on Him and He responded in judgement, no
one would be able to save them. Not even Noah,
Daniel and Job would be able to save their own
children on the day of God's wrath. What was it
about these three men that merited mention in this
passage? Genesis 6:9 tells us that Noah was "just
and perfect in his generation and Noah walked with
God." When his enemies sought to find fault with
Daniel, they could find none (Daniel 6.4-5). God
said of Job that there was "none like him in the
earth, a perfect and an upright man." (Job 1:8)
These three men were exemplary in their spiritual
lives. They loved God and lived entirely for him.
Their faith would save them in the day of God's
wrath; their children however, would die because
of their sin. When God's judgement was poured out
on the inhabitants of Israel, it would not matter who
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their parents were. If these children were guilty be-
fore God, they would suffer the consequences. The
faith of their parents would not save them in the day
of God’s wrath. Will a criminal be pardoned simply
because his father or mother has never broken the
law? Each person is judged according to his or her
own deeds.

Faith and nationality are very different. While | may
be guaranteed citizenship in Canada because my
parents were Canadians, | will never be guaran-
teed citizenship in heaven on this basis. Faith re-
lates to a personal standing before God. It has
nothing to do with my parents.

Consider another example of this in Ezekiel 18:10-
14. Ezekiel speaks here about the son of a right-
eous man:

“Suppose he has a violent son, who sheds
blood or does any of these other things
(though the father has done none of
them):

“‘He eats at the mountain shrines.

He defiles his neighbor's wife.

He oppresses the poor and needy.

He commits robbery.

He does not return what he took in pledge.
He looks to the idols.

He does detestable things.

He lends at usury and takes excessive in-
terest.

Will such a man live? He will not! Because
he has done all these detestable things,
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he will surely be put to death and his blood
will be on his own head.

This passage tells us that if a godly man had a son
who did not live according to God’s standards, that
son would perish. The father's faith and godly life
would not be credited to his son's account. “The
soul who sins is the one who will die" (Ezekiel
18.4).

What does this tell us? It tells us that we cannot go
to heaven on someone else's shoulders. We are
not physically born into faith. We will not go to
heaven because our parents were true Christians.
Faith is not passed on through the genes. It is a
personal matter between us and God.

The Bible tells us that the one thing we did inherit
from our parents is sin.

Psalm 51:5 Surely | was sinful at birth, sin-
ful from the time my mother conceived me.

Because they have inherited our sinful nature, our
children will be separated from God and under His
judgement. This nature has been passed on to us
from our parents. Our children, in turn, will pass it
on to their children. Until we personally renounce
our sin and turn our hearts over to the Lord Jesus
we will be citizens of the kingdom of this world and
foreigners to the kingdom of God.

All too many people are trying to go to heaven on
someone else's shoulders. The Bible clearly tells
us that this is not possible. | ask you to look deeply
into your heart right now. Are you depending on
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someone else to get you to heaven? Do you trust
in your parent’s faith or some great saint to save
you in the day of God's wrath? Remember Noah,
Daniel and Job could not even save their own chil-
dren. Salvation from the judgement of sin is a mat-
ter between you and God alone. Will you call out to
God right now? Recognize your need of Him. Re-
nounce your citizenship in the kingdom of this sinful
world. Confess your sin and ask Him to accept you
into His kingdom.

For Consideration:

e Does being born in a Christian home
mean that we will be a Christian as well?

e What does Ezekiel teach us about each
soul having to personally answer to God?

¢ Can we get to heaven on someone else's
faith? How important is a personal faith?

For Prayer:

¢ Have you been born in a Christian home?
Thank the Lord for the teaching and exam-
ple you had in your parents.

e Take a moment to confess your sins to the
Lord Jesus. Ask Him to forgive you and ac-
cept you as His child.

e Do you know someone who thinks they are
going to heaven because of their associa-
tion with a Christian community or church?
Take a moment to pray that this person
would come to personal faith in Christ.
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LIVING BY SOMEONE

ELSE'S STANDARD

We have all felt the pressure to conform to the
opinions of those around us. Government repre-
sentatives are chosen to represent the opinion of
the majority. If you want to advance in the company
where you work, you must do what is expected of
you. The pressure to conform is evident in our
youth? What they wear, the style of their hair, the
words they use, or the music they listen to is deter-
mined, for the most part, by what the majority of
their peers think. Everyone wants to be accepted.
Advertisers know that a product does not have to
be good to sell. As long as they can convince peo-
ple that everyone is using it, people will buy their
product. We are a people who are governed by
what others think. Our need of acceptance drives
us to conform blindly to the majority opinion. There
is security in knowing that we are just like everyone
else.
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Listening to others can be a good thing. The writer
of the book of Proverbs tells us how important it is
to seek the counsel of others in the decisions we
make:

Proverbs 11:14 For lack of guidance a na-
tion falls, but many advisers make victory
sure.

Proverbs 12:15 The way of a fool seems
right to him, but a wise man listens to ad-
vice.

Proverbs 15:22 Plans fail for lack of coun-
sel, but with many advisers they succeed.

We are not created to be alone. There is great wis-
dom in seeking the advice and support of the larger
body of Christ. Having said this, however, we need
to be aware of the danger of blind conformity. In
our effort to be accepted, the temptation is to cast
aside personal convictions. We have all too often
never questioned the opinion of the majority. We
have blindly accepted the opinions of our re-
spected leaders. We have allowed what others
think determine how we live and what we believe.

Paul told the Romans that "everything that does
not come from faith is sin” (Romans 14:23). What
is faith? Faith is a heartfelt conviction and assur-
ance. Paul is telling us that when we do something
without a heartfelt conviction and assurance that
what we are doing is right before God, we are guilty
of sin. Is it possible that, in our blind conformity to
the standards laid out for us by our fellow believers
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and spiritual leaders, we are not acting from heart-
felt conviction?

In Paul's day there was a debate over which days
should be set aside as holy. Believers were divided
over this issue. Listen to Paul’s advice to the Ro-
man believers:

Romans 14:5 One man considers one day
more sacred than another; another man
considers every day alike. Each one should
be fully convinced in his own mind.

We will not always agree on secondary issues.
What is important is that we do all things being fully
persuaded in our own mind. Paul is telling us that
we should never to do anything without a personal
conviction that it is the right thing to do. To accept
blindly someone else's reasoning is not enough.
Each person must be persuaded in his or her own
mind.

Some time ago | heard a news report about an or-
ganisation that sold research papers to university
students. Students were buying these profession-
ally written papers and handing them in under their
own names. We would all admit that this was mor-
ally wrong. Is it possible, however, that we may be
equally as guilty before God when we choose to
take the shortcut and let someone else tell us how
to live out our faith? Is God pleased when we do
not take the time to examine the Scriptures for our-
selves? Is He honoured when we stand before Him
with no personal convictions of our own, all we
have is what we have been told to believe by oth-
ers? Is He glorified when our actions, however
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good they may be, are based purely on the tradi-
tions of our ancestors but do not come from our
own heartfelt convictions? Are we not like those
students who wrote their names on a work that was
not their own and handed it in to their teacher? Are
we living a faith that is not really ours?

In 2 Samuel 24, David approached a man by the
name of Araunah to buy a threshing floor. He
wanted to offer a sacrifice to the Lord God. Out of
respect for David, Araunah told him that he could
have the threshing floor and the sacrifice free of
charge. Listen to the response of David to
Araunah’s offer:

2 Samuel 24:24 But the king replied to
Araunah, "No, | insist on paying you for it. |
will not sacrifice to the LORD my God burnt
offerings that cost me nothing." So David
bought the threshing floor and the oxen and
paid fifty shekels of silver for them.

David would have nothing to do with offering a sac-
rifice to the Lord his God that he did not pay for
himself. What he offered to God had to be his. He
would not offer someone else's oxen.

Are you offering someone else's oxen to the Lord?
Do the standards on which you base your Christian
life and practice come from your own personal,
heartfelt convictions before God or are you living
by someone else's standard?
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For Consideration:

What has been your primary influence in
the lifestyle you live today?

Have you ever felt yourself blindly conform-
ing to the standards set by people around
you? Are the standards you live by honour-
ing to God? Are they in tune with the teach-
ing of God's Word?

To what extent is the church of our day in-
fluenced by the standards of the world?
Take a moment to consider your present
lifestyle. Are your standards at work and
personal life compatible with the Word of
God and His purpose for your life?

For Prayer:

Ask God to give you a deep conviction of
His purpose for your life?

Ask God to give you grace to live in such a
way that all you do is a sincere act of wor-
ship and praise to Him.
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BELIEVING SOMEONE

ELSE'S BELIEFS

We all have our heroes. As young children it may
have been some fictitious superhuman being with
great physical strength. As time went by we began
to idolize some great sports star. In later years our
attention turned to someone who had really ad-
vanced in their career. Even as believers, we have
our heroes. We admire the faith of certain men and
women who have gone before us. We are inspired
by their faithfulness or giftedness.

Have you ever listened to a young child speak
about his hero? It seems that he or she can do
nothing wrong. He believes every word his hero
says. He wants to be like him in every way. We can
treat our spiritual heroes in the same way. Maybe
your heroes are individuals in history who have
been responsible for the formulation of the doctrine
of your church. Maybe they are the present leaders
of your assembly. Maybe it is your pastor. Maybe it
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is a great Bible teacher or a simple member in your
church. Like a child, we soak in every word they
say and claim it as our own.

| was speaking to an individual some time ago
about a doctrinal issue. He told me that though he
had never studied the issue himself, he had no rea-
son to believe that his spiritual leaders would mis-
lead him. He chose simply to believe what they told
him to believe. This problem is not uncommon. All
too many people believe what they are told to be-
lieve without searching the Bible for themselves.
We are more than willing to let someone else do
the thinking for us.

A few years ago, | was speaking with a member of
a popular cult. We were discussing an area of doc-
trinal difference. When | brought up an issue for
which she had no answer, she told me that she
would speak to her spiritual leaders and get back
to me later. | realised that she was depending on
someone else to do the thinking for her. Her beliefs
were not her own. She believed what she was told
to believe. This caused me to think about my own
beliefs. Are my beliefs really mine or were they
based on what others had told me to believe?

How about you? Do you blindly accept what you
hear from your respected leaders? What do you
believe? | am not asking you what your church be-
lieves. | am not asking you what others have told
you to believe. | am asking you about your own per-
sonal heartfelt convictions before God and His
Word. When Paul and Silas went to Berea they
taught the Word of God in the synagogue. The Bi-
ble tells us that, while these Bereans received the
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word with great eagerness, they examined the
Scriptures themselves to be sure that what they
were hearing was true.

Acts 17:11 Now the Bereans were of more
noble character than the Thessalonians, for
they received the message with great ea-
gerness and examined the Scriptures every
day to see if what Paul said was true.

The final authority in all matters of faith is the Word
of God. The Bereans understood this and submit-
ted even the teaching of the great apostle Paul to
the examination of Scripture.

The Lord commended the church in Ephesus for
having examined those who came to them claiming
to be apostles but we're not.

Revelation 2:2 | know your deeds, your
hard work and your perseverance. | know
that you cannot tolerate wicked men, that
you have tested those who claim to be
apostles but are not, and have found them
false.

The Ephesians did not accept blindly what was
preached to them. Like the Bereans, they too com-
pared the doctrine they were hearing with the Word
of God.

When Jesus spoke to the Samaritan woman at the
well, she believed in him. She immediately went
into town to tell her friends about the Lord Jesus. A
great crowd followed her to the place where Jesus
was. For two days Jesus taught them. Listen to
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what the Samaritans said to the woman after hear-
ing Jesus for themselves:

John 4:42 They said to the woman, "We no
longer believe just because of what you
said; now we have heard for ourselves, and
we know that this man really is the Savior
of the world."

"We no longer believe because of what you have
told us," they said, "we believe because we have
heard Him ourselves and know Him to be the Sav-
iour of the world." These Samaritans have much to
teach us in our day. Do you believe because some-
one has told you what to believe or do you believe
because you have seen it for yourself?

We have all sung the great hymn "Faith of our Fa-
thers." Is the faith of our fathers really ours, how-
ever? Have we, like them, wrestled long and hard
over the pages of the Word of God? Are your be-
liefs based on personal convictions or on tradition
alone? We all must come to the point in our lives
where we can say like the Samaritans: "We no
longer believe just because of what you said; now
we have heard for ourselves and we know” (John
4.42).

The Pharisees of the New Testament clung very
tightly to their doctrinal traditions. On one occasion,
they were present when Jesus raised Lazarus from
the dead. They saw the power of Jesus over death.
Their doctrinal traditions were so deeply rooted,
however, that even this great miracle could not
change their minds. Sometimes we are like the
Pharisees. Our beliefs are based more on tradition
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than personal conviction. Though we see the truth
itself, we refuse to accept it. There are those who
live and die fighting for a faith they do not even be-
lieve themselves.

| am calling you to examine your beliefs today. Do
you really believe what you say you believe? It
makes all the difference in the world when our be-
liefs are really ours. It is the difference between
hearing about something and experiencing it for
yourself. It is one thing to hear about a Saviour who
came to die for you, it is quite another thing to know
Him for yourself. It is one thing to hear about a God
who cares for us in our every need; it is quite an-
other thing to know this to be true in our own expe-
rience. May our beliefs and convictions be truly
ours.

For Consideration:

e Are you a student of the Word of God?
Does the truth you believe rest solidly on
the teaching of the Word of God?

e How easy is it close our mind to the truth
of God's Word because it does not fit our
particular view point? Have you ever met
people who refuse to listen to Scriptural
advice because they have their mind
made up?

e How important is it that our beliefs be per-
sonal to us?



22 Someone Else's Faith
For Prayer:

¢ Thank the Lord that He has given us His
Word to be our guide.

e Ask the Lord to give you a faith that is per-
sonal to you. Ask Him to make your beliefs
very real to you.



4
USING SOMEONE ELSE'S

GIFTS

As human beings, we all have a tendency to com-
pare ourselves with others. Have you ever sat un-
der the ministry of a great preacher of the gospel
and secretly wished you had his gifts? Have you
ever watched a friend share his faith with an unbe-
liever and longed to have half his or her ability?
Maybe you read a biography of a great saint of God
and you were inspired by his or her devotional life.
We allow ourselves to feel inferior to these gifted
men and women of God. We dream of having their
gifts.

In Acts 8 we meet a man by the name of Simon.
Simon was a sorcerer. When he heard the mes-
sage of the gospel, he believed and was baptized
by Philip. He followed Philip and the apostles eve-
rywhere they went. He was amazed at the great
miracles he saw Philip perform. When Simon saw
how the Holy Spirit fell on the believers when Peter
prayed over them, he approached Peter with a spe-
cial request. He wanted to be able to do what Peter
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did. He wanted to be able to lay his hands on some-
one so that they would receive the Holy Spirit. He
even offered to pay for this special ability. Peter
was angry with him and told him that he needed to
repent of his wicked thoughts.

Why was the request of Simon so wicked? In the
immediate context it is because Simon felt he could
buy the power of the Holy Spirit. It is quite possible
that Simon was looking for personal glory in this
matter. He did not understand that the gifts of the
Holy Spirit could not to be bought, sold or traded
off for other gifts. Simon saw what Peter did and
wanted to be just like him. He wanted Peter’s gift.
God does not work that way.

Paul told Corinthians that the Holy Spirit gives gifts
to each believer as He determines right.

1 Corinthians 12:7-11 Now to each one the
manifestation of the Spirit is given for the
common good. To one there is given
through the Spirit the message of wisdom,
to another the message of knowledge by
means of the same Spirit, to another faith
by the same Spirit, to another gifts of heal-
ing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous
powers, to another prophecy, to another
distinguishing between spirits, to another
speaking in different kinds of tongues, and
to still another the interpretation of tongues.
All these are the work of one and the same
Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just
as he determines.
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Verse eleven is of particular importance here. The
Spirit of God gives these gifts "just as he deter-
mines." In other words, it is God the Holy Spirit who
determines how He wants to use us.

As a believer, you too have received a particular
gift for the work of the Lord. How often have we
looked at others and their gifts, however, and en-
vied them? Somehow their gifts seem so much bet-
ter than ours. Like a child imitating his or her
favourite super hero, we try to imitate those whose
gifts we admire. We push ourselves to be just like
them. Maybe you read a biography of a great saint
of God who spent hours a day in his prayer closet,
so you force yourself to do the same. Maybe you
have been inspired by a gifted evangelist, so push
yourself to talk to everyone you meet about the
Lord. Maybe you have seen how God has provided
for someone who lived by faith so you considered
leaving your job to trust the Lord for everything just
like them.

In Acts 19 we read about the seven sons of Sceva
who, on seeing Paul cast out demons, decided to
do the same. They invoked the demons in the
name of Jesus whom Paul preached. The result
was disastrous. The demons attacked the sons of
Sceva and overpowered them. They failed not only
because they were not believers but also because
they were trying to use Paul's gift when they had
not be called or gifted to do so.

God has gifted us as He has seen fit. There are
times, however, when we are not happy with the
gifts the Lord has given. Like the clay complaining
to the potter about how it was being shaped, we
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secretly long to be something other than what God
has intended us to be. We live our lives ignoring
the spiritual gifts God has given us. Like the sons
of Sceva, we try to use gifts that are not ours to
use. We have our own ideas of what we want to do
in life and how we think God should use us. We go
through life feeling guilty because we are not like
someone else.

How important it is that we understand and accept
the gifts and abilities God has given us personally.
All too often we become imitators of people and not
followers of God. God's purpose for you is very dif-
ferent from His purpose for everyone else. He does
not expect all of us to be gifted preachers of the
Word. He does not expect all of us to be able to
spend hours every day in prayer. Praise His hame
that He has called certain individuals to these min-
istries. He does not expect you to use gifts that are
not yours to use. He expects you to become eve-
rything He has personally made you to be. How
much it must grieve Him when we depreciate the
gifts He has given us and long for someone else's
gift.

Have you accepted God's purpose for your life?
Have you understood that He calls you to use the
particular gifts He has given you and not someone
else's gift? Have you recognized that God has
been shaping you and gifting you for a particular
purpose? No one else can fill that role like you. We
are all different. We all have a function. The work
of God is advanced when we recognize our differ-
ences and use them for His glory. | challenge you
today to cease from being an imitator of people and
become a follower of God. Accept the gifts and the
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role God has for you. Don't be guilty of trying to use
someone else's gift.

For Consideration:

What spiritual gifts has the Lord God given
you?

Have you learned to be content with the
gifts the Lord has given you? How have
you been using them?

Have you ever envied someone else's
gifts? What does this tell you about your
feelings about your own gifts and the pur-
pose God has for you?

For Prayer:

Ask the Lord to help you to see the spir-
itual gifts He has given you. Ask Him to
help you to use those gifts for His glory.
Ask the Lord to help you to accept with a
grateful heart the calling He has placed on
your life.

Ask the Lord to forgive you for any time
you have not fully appreciated the gifts
and calling He has for your life.






5
MAINTAINING
SOMEONE ELSE'S

TRADITIONS

The story is told of a woman who would always cut
the end off her roast beef before putting it in the pot
to cook. One day her husband asked her why she
did this. She told him that her mother had always
cooked her roast beef this way. His question, how-
ever, caused her to think. Why had her mother al-
ways cut the end off her roast before putting it in
the pot to cook? She decided that the next time she
saw her mother she would ask her. The opportunity
came and she questioned her mother about her
custom. Her mother told her that she cut the end
off her roast because that was how her mother had
always done it though she had never understood
why. Perplexed about the significance of this
strange custom, both ladies paid a visit to the
grandmother. When asked why she cut the end off
her roast before putting it into the pot to cook, the
grandmother responded: "Why, | always cut the
end off the roast because my pot was too small to
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fit it in another way." For years these ladies had
carried on a tradition without having the slightest
understanding of its meaning.

| wonder if we as believers have been guilty of the
same thing. Have we been blindly maintaining
someone else's traditions? Don't get me wrong,
traditions can be very good. The problem comes,
however, when we continue to practice these tradi-
tions without a proper understanding of their mean-
ing. There are men and women today who would
live and die for the traditions of their church though
they have no understanding of their significance.
When asked why they do the things the way they
do, their response is simply: "It's always been done
this way."

Traditions and customs are an essential part of our
faith. It is important, however, that we understand
their significance. The Pharisees placed a great
emphasis on the traditions of their fathers. Their
lives were dedicated to the maintenance of the Law
of God and the traditions that had been passed
down from their ancestors. Listen to what Jesus
had to say about these people however:

Matthew 15:8 “These people honor me
with their lips, but their hearts are far from
me.

Could this be said of you today? Do you approach
God with words and traditions but with a heart that
is far from Him? Does your faith consist of the blind
maintenance of customs handed down to you by
your parents and grandparents?
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We have all seen churches where traditions have
become the central focus. In these churches we
dare not change the order of service or go past the
allotted time. The introduction of a new hymn or
chorus is met with immediate resistance. When the
new pastor arrives, he is quickly told what he is to
do and how he is to do it. Should he introduce
something new, he is told: "we don't do it that way
in this church." To make the smallest change is a
monumental task. For these people, their faith con-
sists of maintaining the traditions of their ancestors.
It sometimes has very little to do with a personal
relationship with the Lord. For the most part, they
have no reason for doing things the way they do
other than the fact that it was always done this way.
Like the Pharisees, they maintain the traditions but
their heart is far from God.

How about you personally? How much of your faith
consists of mindlessly accepting the customs
passed on to you? It is one thing to maintain tradi-
tions that have personal significance, it is quite an-
other to blindly maintain someone else's traditions.
Is God pleased when we determine right and
wrong on the basis of whether the action fits into
the tradition of our ancestors? Are we not guilty, in
this case, of placing tradition before the Word of
God? While our confidence in the traditions of our
fathers is admirable, they will not answer for us in
the day of judgement.

The Lord looks at the heart. It is not the outward
tradition that counts but the attitude of the heart. It
is quite possible for us to maintain good traditions
and still be far from God. Unless those traditions
are based upon personal conviction and devotion
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to God they are virtually meaningless. Listen to
what the Lord says to his people who maintained
the traditions of the fathers without personal con-
viction and devotion to him.

Amos 5:21-23 “| hate, | despise your reli-
gious feasts; | cannot stand your assem-
blies. Even though you bring me burnt
offerings and grain offerings, | will not ac-
cept them. Though you bring choice fellow-
ship offerings, | will have no regard for
them. Away with the noise of your songs! |
will not listen to the music of your harps.

Yes, even the great traditions of our spiritual an-
cestors can become a stench in the nostrils of God
if they are practised by those who do not under-
stand their meaning. A blind and heartless adher-
ence to someone else's tradition does not bring
honour to God.

For Consideration:

e What are some of your spiritual traditions?
Where did these traditions come from?
What is the meaning of these traditions to
you personally?

e Is it possible to uphold a spiritual tradition
without understanding what we are doing?
Is it possible to go through the motions but
have no personal connection to that tradi-
tion?

e How important is it that our hearts be en-
gaged in the traditions we practice?
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For Prayer:

e Thank the Lord for the many good spiritual
traditions that have been passed down to
us.

e Ask the Lord to give you grace to under-
stand why you practice these traditions.

e Ask the Lord to forgive you for times you
have gone through the motions but your
heart was not engaged in what you were
doing.

¢ Pray that God would help you to practice
your faith with true love and sincere devo-
tion.






6
DEPENDING ON SOMEONE

ELSE'S STRENGTH

King Joash became king at the age of seven. He
reigned for forty years in Jerusalem. The first part
of his reign was characterized by service for God.
During his reign, the temple, which had been in dis-
repair, was restored and regular sacrifices made
for the sins of the people. In the later part of his
reign, however, Joash turned his back on the Lord
God. He set up foreign idols and worshipped them.
Even though the Lord sent prophets to warn Joash,
he refused to listen. What caused this once faithful
king to turn his back on God?

The answer is found in the person of Joash himself.
During the first part of his reign, Joash had a very
close relationship with Jehoiada the priest. As long
as Jehoiada was alive, Joash served the Lord:
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2 Chronicles 24:2 Joash did what was right
in the eyes of the LORD all the years of Je-
hoiada the priest.

2 Chronicles 24:14 When they had finished,
they brought the rest of the money to the
king and Jehoiada, and with it were made
articles for the Lord's temple: articles for the
service and for the burnt offerings, and also
dishes and other objects of gold and silver.
As long as Jehoiada lived, burnt offerings
were presented continually in the temple of
the Lord.

2 Chronicles 24.17 tells us that when Jehoiada
died, Joash turned to other people for counsel:

2 Chronicles 24:17 After the death of Jehoi-
ada, the officials of Judah came and paid
homage to the king, and he listened to
them.

Joash was the type of person who could be very
easily swayed. As long as he was connected with
someone who was strong in the Lord, he was faith-
ful. When that person was taken from him, he wan-
dered from the Lord.

The whole history of the children of Israel is one of
following their leaders. As long as their leaders
loved the Lord, God’s people would obey Him.
When their leaders turned their backs on the Lord,
the people would follow.
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Joash and the people of Israel depended on some-
one else's strength. To some extent we have all ex-
perienced what we are talking about here. Who
among us has not been influenced by what is hap-
pening around us? When we are with godly individ-
uals we find it relatively easy to live for the Lord.
When these friends leave and our non-Christian
friends show up, however, things radically change.
We find ourselves returning to our old ways.

As individuals, we can often be guilty of depending
on someone else's strength to get us through.
While it is important for us to support each other in
our times of difficulty, some of us have never
learned to stand on our own. When the trials of life
strike us, we run to someone else for the solution.
As long as we are surrounded by godly people we
can live for the Lord but when they leave we fall
apart spiritually.

Listen to what the apostle Paul told the Ephesians:

Ephesians 6:10 Finally, be strong in the
Lord and in his mighty power.

What is the source of our strength? Paul tells us in
this passage that we are to be strong "in the Lord."
Many of us find our strength in people. People will
come and go. They will, sometime or another, let
us down. Sometimes they will make bad choices or
give us bad counsel. There are times when they
will simply not be able to help us. There is only one
person who will always be there for us. The Lord
Jesus will never leave us or forsake us. You will
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never encounter a problem too big for him to han-
dle. He alone is able to strengthen you for every
problem you face in life.

Paul understood something of the power at his dis-
posal when he wrote:

Philippians 4:13 | can do everything
through him who gives me strength.

The apostle Paul faced many trials in life. He knew
what it was like to be betrayed and abandoned by
his fellow humans. He knew the sting of their in-
sults and the pain of their lashes. If he was depend-
ing on other human beings to get him through
these trials, he would have given up. He found his
strength in the Lord his God.

There are many men and women | greatly admire.
They are sincere and godly individuals, but they
are all humans, subject to the same frailties as |
am. | respect their counsel. | need their encourage-
ment and support. | realize, however, that if | am
ever going to live the life that God requires of me, |
will need a source of strength far greater than what
these godly individuals give me. | need far more
than the wisdom and strength of other human be-
ings to face the enemy. | need the strength and
wisdom of God himself.

God has promised these things to us in His word.

Isaiah 41:10 So do not fear, for | am with
you; do not be dismayed, for | am your God.
I will strengthen you and help you; | will up-
hold you with my righteous right hand.
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James 1.5 If any of you lacks wisdom, he
should ask God, who gives generously to
all without finding fault, and it will be given
to him.

All the strength and wisdom you will ever need is
promised to you if you would only reach out and
ask God for it. In His strength you can overcome
anything that Satan throws your way. Why be con-
tent with the limited human resources when God
offers you freely all you need?

Are you like Joash and the people of Israel depend-
ing on the frail strength of their human leaders and
friends? May God cause you today to hear His in-
vitation to draw from His limitless resources. May
He teach you how to lean on the One who can
never fail.

For Consideration:

¢ Have you ever found yourself trusting peo-
ple and not the Lord?

e To what extend does your faith and walk
with the Lord depend on the people
around you?

¢ Why is it important that we find our
strength in the Lord and not in people?

For Prayer:

¢ Thank the Lord that He is able to give us
all the strength we need to face whatever
life throws at us.

e Ask the Lord to help you to lean on Him
and draw more from His strength.
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Thank the Lord that He does strengthen
us through other believers. Ask Him to
teach you, however, to put your trust in
Him and not in people.



7

MAKING FAITH YOURS

In the last few chapters we have been trying to
show how it is possible to live someone else's faith.
All too often Christianity is accepted as a packaged
deal but never personalized. Until our faith is per-
sonalized it is not really ours. We cannot honour
God by means of second hand faith.

Maybe the Holy Spirit has been speaking to you
through this book. Your faith has been a second
hand faith. You want to know how you can make
faith really yours. Let me conclude with a few brief
observations.

Knowing a Personal Saviour

Few men have had to suffer what Job suffered. He
lost everything he had. His friends, the support of
his wife, his possessions, his family, his riches, and
his reputation were all gone in just a short time.
One of the greatest blessings that resulted from
these trials was that Job's eyes were opened to re-
ally see God for the first time. Listen to what he
says:
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Job 42:5 My ears had heard of you but now
my eyes have seen you.

There are many people who have heard about God
but not so many have really experienced Him in
their lives. Maybe as you read this book you are
saying: "I'd give everything to be able to experience
God. I've got a lot of head knowledge but | really
do not know Him. Is it possible to know Him in this
way?

You can know God even as Job knew Him. Listen
to the promise He gave through Jeremiah the
prophet:

Jeremiah 24:7 | will give them a heart to
know me, that | am the LORD. They will be
my people, and | will be their God, for they
will return to me with all their heart.

Jeremiah 31:34 No longer will a man teach
his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying,
'Know the LORD,' because they will all
know me, from the least of them to the
greatest," declares the LORD. "For | will for-
give their wickedness and will remember
their sins no more."

If you want to know the Lord in this way you need
to understand what it is that keeps you from know-
ing Him. Listen to what the prophet Isaiah tells us:

Isaiah 59:2 But your iniquities have sepa-
rated you from your God; your sins have
hidden his face from you, so that he will not
hear.



Making Faith Yours 43

Sin is what separates us from God. Sin will keep
you from knowing Him. The only way you and | can
know God is by the forgiveness of our sins. The
Lord Jesus came to earth to offer that forgiveness.
If you want to know God, you must get rid of the
one obstacle that stands in your way, that is sin.
The Lord Jesus can forgive you today if you call out
to Him with all your heart. There is no other way to
know God but by crying out to the Lord Jesus to
remove the sin barrier. The Lord Jesus is your only
hope; no one else can forgive your sin. Only those
who recognise and confess their sins can experi-
ence the cleansing power of God's forgiveness.
Listen to what John tells us:

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.

We cannot underestimate the importance of the
word "if" in this verse. This little word is vital to the
understanding of the whole verse. "If" you confess
your sins He will be faithful to forgive you. All too
many people take this for granted. They feel that
the Lord already knows that they are sinners and
that He will forgive them but they never come to
Him for forgiveness. What about you? Have you
confessed your sin? Do you recognise that you will
never personally know God until your sin is for-
given? Don't let another moment go by before you
beg Him for forgiveness.

Living By Personal Convictions

Once you have understood what it means to know
God personally, you will then have to turn to His
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Word to understand His will and purpose for your
life. While it is good to listen to the experience of
others, it is important that your authority be the
Word of God. Listen to the opinions of others about
the Word of God but, like the Bereans of Acts
17.11, search the Scriptures yourself. If you are
truly a child of God, the Holy Spirit dwells in your
heart. He has promised to lead you into truth. You
alone must answer to God for your convictions re-
garding His Word. Let me give you some advice as
you seek to understand the will of God in His Word.

First, commit yourself to regular reading and med-
itation of the Scriptures. Read and study both the
Old and New Testaments. Until you are personally
familiar with the content of Scripture, you will never
be able to have personal convictions about what it
says. | have met too many people who have had
opinions about what the Bible teaches who have
never read it even once.

Second, search the Scriptures with an open mind.
Don't go into your study of the Bible with your mind
made up. Don't be afraid to let the verses you read
challenge your present understanding. Don't ele-
vate a particular theology over Scripture itself. Let
the Bible challenge your present understanding.
You are in search of truth not trying to defend a
position given to you by someone else.

Third, commit your study of the Word of God to the
Holy Spirit in prayer. Let Him guide you in your re-
search. Expect that He will lead you. He has been
given to us to guide us into all truth. He will be faith-
ful.
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Finally, seek the counsel of other men and women
of God. Listen to what they have to say but realise
that you must come to your own personal convic-
tion. When you have listened to others, return to
the Scriptures to make sure that what they say is
true.

Accepting Yourself For Who God Has Made You
To Be

If you want your faith to be really yours, you need
to realize that God has a particular purpose and
plan for you. To accomplish this purpose, He has
taken you through the trials and difficulties you
have experienced in life. Like the potter He has
been shaping you on the potter's wheel for a par-
ticular reason. Nothing has ever happened to you
in your life that God will not use to make you eve-
rything He wants you to be.

Accepting that God has allowed all our struggles
for a purpose makes it easier to understand that we
have a particular role to play in the outworking of
God great overall plan for this world. No one else
can fill that role like you can. To diminish your sig-
nificance in the work of ministry is to diminish the
importance of what God has been doing in your life
by moulding, shaping and calling you to that minis-
try. To look with envy at how God is working in the
life of another believer, is to refuse to accept fully
the significance of your own God given role. Itis to
want to be something that God does not want you
to be. Confess this as sin, and ask God to help you
be thankful for the role He has given you.
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Living in God’s Strength

Learn to live in the strength that the Lord provides.
How can faith be real in our lives when we refuse
to give God the opportunity to prove Himself? If we
are constantly running to others in our times of
need, how will we see God's strength at work in us?
| am not diminishing the importance of Christian fel-
lowship and support. God may very well work
through other believers to strengthen and encour-
age you. What | am saying, however, is that the
Lord has promised to be our strength, let's let Him
fulfil his promise in us. Don't be afraid to step out
into what He has called you to do. Listen to what
David did when it seemed that everyone was
against him:

1 Samuel 30:6 David was greatly dis-
tressed because the men were talking of
stoning him; each one was bitter in spirit be-
cause of his sons and daughters. But David
found strength in the Lord his God.

This same encouragement is yours in God if you
will let Him work in you. There is no counselor like
the Lord Jesus. He knows you better than you
know yourself. Listen to His promise in Matthew
11.28:

Matthew 11:28 “Come to me, all you who
are weary and burdened, and | will give you
rest.

Do you need rest? Have things been piling up on
you? Won't you come to the Lord and quieten your
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heart? He is willing to prove the truth of His prom-
ises to you. There is no one who can quiet your
soul like Him. There is strength in Him for your
every trial.

It has not been my intention to be critical in this re-
flection. It has been my concern, however, that as
believers we experience faith that is ours. Our so-
ciety needs more than anything else to see evi-
dence of true faith. Before we can ever hope to
reach our friends and loved ones with the truth of
the gospel, we need to examine seriously our own
faith. Is it real or are we just pretending? | pray that
the Spirit of God would use this study in many lives.
Won't you join with me and pray that as believers
we would not be guilty of living someone else's
faith. May our faith be truly ours.

For Consideration:

e Are you sure of your personal salvation
and forgiveness through the Lord Jesus?
What is the basis of your assurance?

¢ How important is the Word of God and
prayer in the formation of personal convic-
tions and practices?

¢ What role does the Holy Spirit play in help-
ing us to have a faith that is personal?

e Are you willing to step out into what the
Lord has for you even if you feel you do
not personally have the strength and skill
necessary?
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For Prayer:

¢ Thank the Lord for the tools He has given
us to help us to have a faith that it per-
sonal to us. Thank Him for His Word and
His Spirit.

e Ask the Lord to become more real to you.
Ask Him to make Himself known to you as
a person and not merely a doctrine.

o Ask God to give you the strength to step
out in obedience to His leading, trusting
Him for the strength necessary to be obe-
dient.

¢ Ask God to give you grace to be willing to
stand firm on the truth He has revealed to
you no matter what others say or what cir-
cumstances come your way.

e Ask God to give you a tender heart to hear
from Him. Ask Him for forgiveness for
times when you have not been willing to
listen.
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