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P R E F A C E  

Not much is known about Philip the evangelist. He was a 
deacon in the early church of Jerusalem, but he left the 
area when persecution arose in the city. He had a very 
fruitful public ministry in Samaria, where God used him in 
wonderful ways to preach the gospel with great power. He 
followed God’s call to leave Samaria and travel to the de-
sert of Gaza to reach a single Ethiopian official for Christ. 
He preached in Azotus and surrounding areas, and ended 
up in the city of Caesarea where he raised four daughters 
to love and serve the Lord. 

While this is all we know from Scripture about Philip, I have 
been struck by what this brief account of his ministry and 
life teaches us. There is within this short account of Philip's 
life, some important spiritual principles for our own ministry 
and service for the Lord. 

Philip's life speaks to the issues of success, what the   fo-
cus of ministry should be, God's timing and leading. It chal-
lenges us as we step out into new and fresh experiences, 
and encourages us to faithfulness in unnoticed and unap-
preciated ministry. 

I have been challenged by the simple truths communicated 
through the life of Philip concerning what is important in 
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ministry. I trust that God will use this simple reflection of 
the life and ministry of Philip the evangelist to encourage 
many to greater service and devotion to the Lord Jesus.   

 

F. Wayne Mac Leod 



 

 

1  

I N T R O D U C T I O N  A N D  

C O N T E X T  

These were incredible days for the church. By incredible I 
do not mean easy. In fact, as we begin Acts 8 we meet 
Saul (who would later become known as the apostle Paul). 
At this point in his life, Saul had not yet met the Lord, and 
was on a violent campaign to destroy the church of Jesus 
Christ. Stephen, one of seven deacons chosen to minister 
in the growing church in Jerusalem, had just been stoned 
to death for preaching about Jesus Christ. The combina-
tion of Saul’s violent campaign and the martyrdom of Ste-
phen had a strong impact on the early Christians. Many 
chose to leave Jerusalem, the centre of this growing per-
secution. They scattered to many different regions in an 
attempt to escape those who sought to destroy them and 
the cause they represented. 

While these were difficult days, there was also evidence of 
the powerful work of God among the believers. Philip (not 
to be confused with the apostle), was a deacon in the 
church of Jerusalem (see Acts 6). Like many others, after 
Stephen’s death, he chose to leave Jerusalem and go to 
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the region of Samaria. It should be noted that the Samari-
tans were hated by the Jews of the day. For Philip to go 
into this region was quite radical. It would take the church 
many more years to accept the fact that salvation was also 
for the Gentiles. Philip seemed to be ahead of his time in 
this regard. He felt called to minister to the Samaritans, 
and God chose to bless this calling. Acts 8:4-8 describe 
what took place through Philip's ministry in those days: 

4 Now those who were scattered went about 
preaching the word. 5 Philip went down to the city 
of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ. 6 
And the crowds with one accord paid attention to 
what was being said by Philip when they heard him 
and saw the signs that he did. 7 For unclean spirits, 
crying out with a loud voice, came out of many who 
had them, and many who were paralyzed or lame 
were healed. 8 So there was much joy in that city 
(Acts 8: 4-8). 

What was taking place through the ministry of Philip was 
miraculous. It appears that a revival broke out in the region 
of Samaria. As Philip preached the gospel, the Samaritans 
“with one accord paid attention to what was being said.” 
That is to say, they received the message that Philip 
preached about the Lord Jesus. It would appear from this 
that many of the Samaritans turned to the Lord Jesus as a 
result of the preaching ministry of Philip in those days. No-
tice also that the Spirit of God moved among the Samari-
tans not only to open their minds to the salvation of Christ 
but also to heal them spiritually and physically. Through 
the ministry of Philip in those days, many of these Samar-
itans were delivered from the oppression of demons. Oth-
ers were healed of their physical afflictions. In fact, the 
work of God was so powerful that there was “much joy in 
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the city” (verse 8). The whole region seemed to be im-
pacted by a powerful work of God’s Spirit. 

We can only imagine the incredible joy that Philip must 
have been experiencing in those days. God was using him 
in a wonderful way. He was seeing the power of God re-
leasing men and women from Satan’s grip. Lives were be-
ing changed and a whole city was in the grip of godly joy. 
This is one of those places where we could enjoy being 
forever. For many of us we could only dream of seeing our 
ministries have such an impact. In fact, the work of the 
Spirit through the ministry of Philip in Samaria was so pow-
erful that when news of what was happening reached the 
apostles in Jerusalem (Acts 8:14), they sent Peter and 
John to investigate what was happening.  

When Peter and John saw clear evidence of God's Spirit, 
they, too, began to preach throughout the villages of Sa-
maria (Acts 8:25). There was no doubt that the work taking 
place in Samaria was from God. 

As this powerful work of God was spreading though the 
region of Samaria, an angel of the Lord appeared to Philip. 
The angel had some instructions for him: 

26 Now the angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise 
and go toward the south to the road that goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 
(Acts 8) 

Put yourself in Philip’s place for a moment. You are in Sa-
maria experiencing an incredible revival. You are seeing 
men and women coming to the Lord Jesus. You are expe-
riencing the power of God’s Spirit move through you as 
these men and women are set free from the power of Sa-
tan. These are wonderful days and your heart is filled with 
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the same joy the whole city is experiencing. These men 
and women were newly converted. There was no church 
for them to attend. They needed to grow in their new found 
faith. There was much work to be done if they were to be 
established in their faith.  

In listening to the voice of the angel that day, your mind 
might begin to wonder about what you were hearing. The 
angel is telling you that you are to leave Samaria and go 
to the desert. What purpose would it serve for you to go 
there? With a heart burdened for those who had just come 
to faith in Christ, Why would God ask you to leave this 
wonderful work to go to the desert? What would happen to 
these new believers? Who would take care of them if you 
were not there?  

We have no record of Philip questioning the wisdom of 
God’s leading. Instead, Acts 8:27 tells us that he “rose up 
and went.” He did not know, at this point, what God’s pur-
pose was. More importantly, however, he was not blinded 
by “success”.  The fruitfulness of his ministry did not 
deafen his ears to God’s call. His desire was to follow the 
Lord and to be wherever the Lord wanted him to be, even 
if that meant leaving the fruitfulness of Samaria to enter 
the barren desert of Gaza. 

As Philip entered the desert, he saw an Ethiopian official 
travelling in his chariot. He was returning to his homeland 
after worshipping in Jerusalem. What was particularly in-
teresting was that, as Philip approached, the Ethiopian 
was reading a portion of the Jewish Scriptures that spoke 
about the Lord Jesus.  

When Philip saw that the official was reading from Isaiah 
53, he asked him if he understood what he was reading. 
The Ethiopian told him that he could not understand unless 
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someone explained it to him. He then invited Philip to sit 
with him in his chariot. 

That day, Philip had the privilege of sharing the Lord Jesus 
with the Ethiopian. He had come to Jerusalem to worship, 
likely as a Gentile convert to Judaism. That day, however, 
in his chariot, the Ethiopian official came to faith in the Lord 
Jesus. 

As they travelled along in the chariot, they came to a place 
where there was water. Right there the Ethiopian asked 
Philip if he would baptize him as a sign of his new found 
faith in the Lord Jesus. They stopped the chariot by the 
water and Philip baptized the Ethiopian. 

Acts 8:39-40 tell us that when the baptism was over, the 
Spirit of God carried Philip away: 

39 And when they came up out of the water, the 
Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eu-
nuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoic-
ing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as 
he passed through he preached the gospel to all 
the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

The passage does not tell us how Philip was carried away. 
Notice, however, for the second time, Philip was removed 
from his “successful” ministry and taken somewhere else. 
We are left to wonder what happened to the Ethiopian. 
Verse 39 tells us that he went on his way rejoicing and 
would never see Philip again. That is all we know about 
him. 

The next time we encounter Philip is in Acts 21:8-9. The 
apostle Paul would stay with him on his way to Jerusalem. 
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8 On the next day we departed and came to Caes-
area, and we entered the house of Philip the evan-
gelist, who was one of the seven, and stayed with 
him. 9 he had four unmarried daughters who 
prophesied. (Acts 21:8-9) 

Nothing more is known about Philip. He seems to disap-
pear from the pages of Scripture at this point. He settled in 
Caesarea where he would raise his family of four daugh-
ters. 

In the chapters that follow, I want to take a moment to re-
flect on what God was doing through these events in the 
life of Philip. My prayer is that we will be challenged to 
learn from him and God’s work in his life. 

 

For Consideration: 

• What was happening to the church in Acts 8? What 
was life like for the believers living in Jerusalem in 
those days? 

• Philip ministered to the people of Samaria. Why 
would this have been a challenge for the church of 
the day? 

• What was God doing in Samaria in Acts 8? How 
was the movement of God among this people evi-
dent? 

• Did it not make sense humanly speaking, for God 
to remove Philip from Samaria at this time? Ex-
plain. 

• How did God lead Philip in the desert of Gaza, and 
what was the result? Are you at a place in your spir-
itual walk that God could lead you in this way? 
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• What happened to Philip after the baptism of the 
Ethiopian? 

• How can "success" and human reason deafen us 
to the leading of God? 

For Prayer: 

• Acts 8 describes a time of persecution where be-
lievers were scattered. Take a moment to pray for 
believers around the world who are facing similar 
situations today. 

• Thank the Lord for the way He moved in power 
through Philip in Acts 8. Ask the Lord to help you 
to be a ready instrument in His hands. 

• Ask the Lord to give you the sensitivity to know 
when He is calling you to a ministry and when He 
is calling you away from it. 

• Ask God to forgive you for times when you chose 
to ignore His leading, choosing rather to remain 
where you were comfortable and blessed. 

 





 

 

2  

A  T I M E  F O R  E V E R Y T H I N G  

And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit 
of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch 
saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 
(Acts 8:39) 

There is a time for everything. The writer to the book of 
Ecclesiastes spoke of this when he said: 

For everything there is a season, and a time for 
every matter under heaven: 
A time to be born and a time to die; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is 
planted; 
a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather 
stones together; 
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from em-
bracing; 
a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 
a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
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a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
a time to love, and a time to hate; 
a time for war, and a time for peace. (Ecclesiastes 
3:1-8) 

We see this quite clearly in the story of Philip in Acts 8. 
God called him to minister in Samaria for a time and then 
pulled him out to go to the desert of Gaza. When he bap-
tized the Ethiopian in the desert, the Spirit of God then took 
him away from Gaza and led him to Caesarea. In all these 
events God had a purpose and a time. 

Listen to what the Lord God said to Job: 

Where were you when I laid the foundation of the 
earth? 
Tell me, if you have understanding. 
Who determines its measurements—surely you 
know? 
Or who stretched the line upon it? 
On what were its bases sunk,  
or who laid its cornerstone,  
when the morning stars sang together 
and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 
Or who shut in the sea with doors 
when it burst out from the womb, 
when I made clouds its garments 
and thick darkness its swaddling band, 
and prescribed limits for it 
and set bars and doors, 
and said, “Thus far shall you come and no  far-
ther, 
and here you proud waves be stayed?” (Job 38:4-
11) 
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Notice that God measures the foundation of the earth and 
shuts the sea in with doors. He prescribes the limits for the 
waves of the seas saying, “Thus far shall you come and no 
farther and here you proud waves be stayed.” God has a 
purpose for the waves of the sea. He limits how far they 
will travel. What is true for the waves of the sea is true for 
us and our ministries as well. 

King David had a great burden to build a temple for the 
Lord, but God had another purpose for his life. Instead, the 
task of building this temple would go to David’s son Solo-
mon. Moses led the people of God for forty years in the 
desert, but would never enter the Promised Land himself. 
The task of leading God’s people into the land and settling 
them in that land belonged to Joshua. Both David and Mo-
ses had a deep passion to see the fulfillment of their 
dream, but God had another purpose. To go beyond God’s 
appointed time is to be disobedient. 

In the account of Philip in Acts 8 we see that God called 
him to a particular task, and when he had accomplished 
that task he was moved to another. Like the waves of the 
sea, God said: “Thus far shall you come and no farther.” 

Faithfulness to God implies being obedient to His call and 
timing for all things. Faithfulness is not just about being 
busy doing the work of the kingdom. You can be very busy 
in kingdom work and not be faithful to God. Consider Philip 
for a moment. Imagine that Philip had ignored the call of 
the Lord to go to the desert of Gaza, choosing instead to 
persevere in the work in Samaria. He could have minis-
tered to the Samaritans and discipled them in their faith. 
He may even have seen more converts to Jesus Christ, 
but would he have been obedient? God’s time for him in 
Samaria was up. If he stayed longer he would have been 
disobedient to God’s purpose for his life. He could not be 



Philip the Evangelist 

 

14

faithful if he ignored God’s timing and purpose. For Philip, 
to be faithful to God required leaving the fruitful ministry in 
Samaria to go to the desert to preach to one man. 

What does the story of Philip in Acts 8 teach us? It teaches 
us that God has a purpose and a time for each of us. He 
sent Philip to Samaria to preach the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. In His time, God then removed him from Samaria 
and sent him to the Ethiopian official. When that work was 
over, the Spirit of God moved him to Caesarea.  What is 
important is that we do what God has asks us to do for the 
time He has given us to do it. Philip was sensitive to the 
Lord in this matter. He stayed for as long as the Lord gave 
Him and then moved on.  

Are you where God wants you to be? Is your commitment 
to your ministry or your location stronger than your com-
mitment to God? Have you closed your ears to the call of 
God on your life because you want to see your work ad-
vance further? As one who has been in ministry for a num-
ber of years, I realize how easy it is for us to fall in love 
with the people and the ministries to which God calls us. I 
understand the burden that God gives and the sense of 
obligation to see that work through to the end. I also realize 
that I need to be ready at any moment to sacrifice my own 
desire in order to be obedient to God's call. Like Moses, 
sometimes God will call us to sacrifice the privilege of see-
ing those we have ministered to for forty years enter the 
Promised Land. Like David, sometimes God will call us to 
surrender the burden of building Him a temple so that 
someone else can have this privilege. 

Philip left the revival of Samaria. He walked away from the 
Ethiopian official and never saw him again. He was faithful, 
however, because he respected God’s right to use him and 
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to move him away when his time was up. May God give us 
the sensitivity of Philip to His leading and His timing. 

 

For Consideration: 

• How important is it that we consider God’s timing 
in our ministries and personal lives? 

• Have you ever been in a situation where the work 
of God was hindered by well-meaning servants 
who have stayed on too long? 

• What visions did David and Moses have to sacrifice 
because it was not the Lord’s timing or purpose? 

• Is it possible for us to close our minds and hearts 
to the call of God because of our personal burden 
for the work of His kingdom? 

• What is the connection between faithfulness and 
God’s timing? 

For Prayer: 

• Ask the Lord to help you to understand His call and 
His timing in your life. Ask Him to enable you to 
know when He wants you to move on. 

• Ask the Lord to give you the grace to be willing to 
sacrifice your personal vision for His call.  

• Take a moment to thank the Lord for His personal 
call on your life and ministry. Ask Him to help you 
to be faithful to Him in how you carry out that call-
ing. 





 

 

3  

B L I N D E D  B Y  S U C C E S S  

Now the angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and 
go toward the south to the road that goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This was a desert place. 
(Acts 8:26) 

In our day, we value success. This is true both in the world 
and in the church. We give special honour to those we con-
sider successful. A “successful” preacher will draw a 
crowd. We want to see big churches and large crowds of 
people coming to know the Lord. While all these things 
have their place, I have to wonder if this is really God's 
greatest priority. 

For a few years now I have been acting as a supply 
preacher and fill-in pastor for a small rural church on the 
island where I live. On a typical Sunday we will have about 
15 people in attendance (I’m guessing at this number as I 
never count). For the past twenty years, the ministries the 
Lord has called me to have been to less than twenty peo-
ple at a time. 

Some years ago, in one of those settings, a visitor ap-
proached me after a meeting and said, “Wayne, you need 
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to be speaking to thousands of people, not to small groups 
like this.” I thought about this for a moment, but realized 
that it was to these small groups the Lord had called me. 
Why would I leave what God had called me to do for some-
thing else? 

I wonder what Philip felt when he heard the call of God in 
Samaria: “Rise and go toward the south to the road that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza”. Acts 8:26 specifically 
mentions that this was a “desert place.” Philip was being 
called away from a “successful” and high profile ministry 
(news of what God was doing through him had reached 
the apostles in Jerusalem) to the desert. I am sure there 
would be many people who would question this call. For 
some, such a call might be seen as being beneath their 
qualifications and dignity as a successful minister of the 
gospel. Philip heard that call, however, and left the revival 
in Samaria to go to the desert. Along with this, he left all 
the attention he was getting, all the incredible experiences 
of God’s work he had been a part of and the sense of in-
credible fulfillment he knew as a useful servant of God. 

The Lord’s ways are different from our ways (see Isaiah 
55:8). God’s priorities are not the same as ours. There are 
many examples of this in the Scriptures. 

In Acts 11, we read about the church in Antioch. The Lord 
was doing a wonderful work in Antioch in those days. In 
Acts 11:20-22, we read: 

20 But there were some of them, men of Cyprus 
and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to 
the Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 
And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a 
great number who believed turned to the Lord. 22 
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The report of this came to the ears of the church in 
Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 

When Barnabas (who was involved in this work) saw the 
incredible work of God in Antioch, he realized that they 
needed help. He went to Tarsus to find Paul and asked 
him to come and help with the work in the city (Acts 11:25). 
For a whole year these two men worked in Antioch. Acts 
11:24 tells us that “a great many people were added to the 
Lord.” In fact, verse 26 tells us that the first occurrence of 
the term “Christian” was in Antioch. 

As this wonderful work was taking place under Paul and 
Barnabas, the church in Antioch gathered together to pray. 
As they were praying, the Spirit of God spoke to the be-
lievers present that day and said: “Set apart for me Barna-
bas and Saul for the work to which I have called them” 
(Acts 13:2). When the church heard those words, they laid 
hands on these two men and with prayer and fasting sent 
them off. 

What is important for us to notice here is that Paul and 
Barnabas were key leaders in this wonderful work of God 
in Antioch. That day, the Lord God called these two men 
away from a successful ministry to go on a mission trip 
where they would experience great struggle and persecu-
tion. Why would God take away the leaders of this revival 
at such a time? We do not always know the reasoning of 
God, but what is important for us to note is that Barnabas 
and Saul were willing to leave the successful ministry in 
Antioch for an unknown future as they followed the leading 
of God. 

Consider the apostle Paul, whose ministry was so vital to 
the early church. Many of the early churches were planted 
by the apostle. Paul had a missionary heart. God had 
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called him to be the apostle to the Gentiles. It seems, how-
ever, that at the peak of his ministry, the Lord stopped him. 
He would spend years behind the bars of a Roman prison, 
unable to travel and do the missionary work he loved to 
do. Why would God take Paul from a successful itinerant 
ministry and send him to prison? While we do not have the 
answer to this question, it is important to note that the Lord 
has a time and a place for us. 

The same principle applies to the life of Moses. At the age 
of forty, when he had the influence and position to set the 
people of Israel free, the Lord sent him into the desert. It 
was not the time for Moses to lead the people of God. Mo-
ses was in that desert for forty years before the Lord would 
again speak to him about delivering His people from bond-
age. Why didn’t God use Moses at the height of his power 
and influence? Again, there are many possible answers, 
but we must recognize that God’s ways are different from 
our ways and his timing is different from ours. 

While we all would like to be part of a ministry like Philip’s 
in Samaria, God will sometimes call us out of such minis-
tries to serve in a more humble capacity. Our tendency is 
to feel that if God is blessing, than I must be in the right 
place. Don’t be deceived by this. God was richly blessing 
Philip’s ministry, but He also called him away from it. We 
can become content in the blessing and “success.” This 
can be a dangerous place for us as it can deafen us to any 
other call of God on our lives. 

We can become so content in “success” that we don’t want 
to move. Our success can make us so proud that we feel 
it is beneath our dignity to go to a less prestigious church 
or a less fruitful ministry. As we watch the work of God’s 
Spirit around us we can reason away the call of God in our 
lives. We can begin to feel like God needs us if this ministry 
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is to continue to succeed. As we bask in the success of our 
ministry, we can come to a point of not wanting to hear of 
God leading us anywhere else. Our success can blind us 
to any other leading of God. 

Success is a wonderful thing, but it can quickly distort our 
perception of obedience to God’s leading. Philip left the 
revival of Samaria to go to the desert because that is 
where the Lord led him. He would not stay in Samaria if 
God was leading him elsewhere –even if it was to the dry 
and barren desert. 

Faithfulness and success are two different things. It is not 
those who are successful who are most faithful, but rather 
those who are willing to turn their backs on success in or-
der to be obedient. What does Acts 8 teach us? It speaks 
to the dangers of success (as wonderful as it can be). Acts 
8 gives us an example of a man who was willing to turn his 
back on a “successful ministry” in order to be obedient to 
the leading of God. He refused to allow his success in min-
istry blind him to the call of God to the desert.  

Don’t make success your goal and your god. There is only 
one God, and He reserves the right to take you from the 
blessed ministry of Samaria to the desert of Gaza. Don’t 
let the dazzling lights of success keep you from hearing 
the call of God. Don't let success make you so proud that 
you are unwilling to minister in more humble ways. True 
faithfulness to God is not found in success but obedience.  
Are you ready to be obedient? May the Lord give us grace 
not to linger in success longer than He desires. May He 
give us grace to walk in complete obedience to His call on 
our lives no matter where that might take us.  
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For Consideration: 

• Why do you feel there is such an attraction to the 
“successful ministry”? 

• Is being "successful" wrong? Explain. 

• Give some examples of how God removed people 
from “successful” ministries and sent them else-
where? 

• How can “success” blind us to the call of God? 

• How can success become a god for us? What is 
true success in ministry? What is the difference be-
tween how God sees success and how the world 
views success? 

• What is faithfulness? What is the difference be-
tween faithfulness and success? 

For Prayer: 

• Ask the Lord to help you to be faithful to Him no 
matter the cost? 

• Ask the Lord to bless your ministry and make it suc-
cessful. 

• Ask the Lord to protect you from the temptations of 
"success." 

• Ask God to give you a heart that will leave every-
thing to follow Him. 

• Take a moment to thank the Lord for past suc-
cesses. Recognize that you owe all success to 
Him. 



 

 

4  

W H E N  A N D  W H E R E  

27 And he rose and went. And there was an Ethio-
pian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen 
of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her 
treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 
and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he 
was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 And the Spirit 
said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 

As we read about the ministry of Philip in Samaria and 
Gaza, we understand that the Lord God has a very partic-
ular plan. Consider, for example the call of God for Philip 
to leave Samaria and go to the desert. Philip listened to 
the call of God and travelled the distance required. As he 
was walking on the road from Jerusalem to Gaza, an Ethi-
opian official was passing by reading a passage from the 
book of Isaiah.  

I am struck by the incredible plan of the Lord here. Not only 
was the timing perfect, but Philip was the man God had 
chosen for this particular task. Philip was where God 
wanted him to be at the very moment in time God wanted 
him to be there. To linger in Samaria when God had called 
him to Gaza, even for a moment, may have meant missing 
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the opportunity God had given him to minister to this Ethi-
opian official. 

I understand that God is a sovereign God who can orches-
trate events to accomplish His purpose even when I am 
not as faithful as I should be. I do believe, however, that 
there are many ministry opportunities we miss because we 
linger too long in what God has not called us to do.  

In the days of Queen Esther, the Jews were living in exile. 
Haman, a Persian official of the king, disliked the Jewish 
population and set his heart to destroy them. When Mor-
decai, Esther’s Jewish guardian, discovered this plot to kill 
the Jews, he appealed to Esther for help. Listen to what he 
told her in Esther 4:13-14: 

13 Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, “Do 
not think to yourself that in the king’s palace you 
will escape any more than all the other Jews. 14 
For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliv-
erance will rise for the Jews from another place, but 
you and your father’s house will perish. And who 
knows whether you have not come to the kingdom 
for such a time as this?”  

There are two important details we need to see in these 
two verses.  

First, notice that Mordecai believed that God could raise 
up anyone to help deliver His people from the evil plot of 
Haman. If Esther remained silent at this time, God could 
find someone else to accomplish His purposes for the 
Jews. If Esther remained silent, however, he was con-
vinced that she and her family would suffer the conse-
quences and perish. 
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Second, Mordecai believed that, in the sovereignty of God, 
Esther had been made queen for this very moment in time. 
God had put her in a place of influence to rescue her peo-
ple from the evil plot of Haman to destroy them.  

God had a particular purpose for Esther, and this was the 
time for her to stand up and accomplish that purpose. To 
linger at this time without doing anything would have 
meant the death of her family. She was God’s instrument 
and this was the precise time for her to act. 

We see a similar thing happening in the days of Joseph, 
as recorded in the book of Genesis. Joseph was sold into 
slavery and went to Egypt. There he gained the favour and 
respect of the king’s official. He was thrown into prison at 
a time when the king’s cupbearer and baker were also 
there. He interpreted their dreams for them and things 
came to pass exactly as he had predicted. When the Phar-
aoh of Egypt had a dream he could not interpret, the cup-
bearer remembered Joseph and told the king about him. 
Pharaoh asked that Joseph be brought to him to interpret 
his dream. When Joseph successfully interpreted this 
dream, Pharaoh made him second in command of the na-
tion, under him. Under the skillful administration of Joseph, 
both Egypt and Israel were spared in a time a great famine.  

Looking back over the events of his life, Joseph would later 
say to his brothers: 

20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God 
meant it for good, to bring it about that many people 
should be kept alive, as they are today. 

Joseph had a clear sense of the Lord’s timing and purpose 
in his life. He was thrown into prison at a time when two of 
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the king’s servants needed to have their dreams inter-
preted. He was taken out of prison at a time when famine 
was about to break out in the land. He was given a position 
of honour in the nation when his family needed provision 
and protection. Joseph recognized that he was where God 
wanted him to be at the exact time God wanted him to be 
there. 

In 2 Samuel 5:22-25 we read the story of how David con-
quered the Philistines after he became king. 

22 And the Philistines came up yet again and 
spread out in the Valley of Rephaim. 23 And when 
David inquired of the Lord, he said, “You shall not 
go up; go around to their rear, and come against 
them opposite the balsam trees. 24 And when you 
hear the sound of marching in the tops of the bal-
sam trees, then rouse yourself, for then the Lord 
has gone out before you to strike down the army of 
the Philistines.” 25 And David did as the Lord com-
manded him, and struck down the Philistines from 
Geba to Gezer. 

What particularly strikes me in this passage is how the 
Lord God led David. God not only told him what he was to 
do, but how and when he was to do it. David was to go up 
to conquer the Philistines, but he was to do so in a partic-
ular way. He was to go around behind them and wait until 
he heard the sound of marching in the balsam trees before 
attacking. God was very specific. David was victorious be-
cause he was obedient to God’s way and God’s timing. I 
do not expect that David would have won this victory had 
he refused to wait for the sound of marching in the trees 
as the Lord moved ahead of him into battle. 
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What we see in all of these illustrations is that God has a 
particular purpose and time for the things He does. Philip 
was sensitive to the leading of the Lord and found himself 
exactly where the Lord wanted him to be at the right time. 

We are not always obedient to the Lord and sometimes 
linger in doubt or disobedience to His calling. Let me con-
clude this reflection by taking a moment to consider what 
happens when we linger in doubt or disobedience when 
God calls us to step out in faith. 

Lost Opportunities 

When we linger longer than God intends, we may very well 
miss the opportunities God has given us to minister in His 
name. Philip could have missed meeting the Ethiopian. Es-
ther could have missed the opportunity to rescue her peo-
ple from Haman. David could have lost the battle with the 
Philistines.  

While God is a forgiving God, lost opportunities are not 
something we ought to take lightly. Consider what God has 
to say to His prophet in Ezekiel 3:18: 

18 If I say to the wicked, “you shall surely die,” and 
you give him no warning, nor speak to warn the 
wicked from his wicked way, in order to save his 
life, that wicked person shall die for his iniquity, but 
his blood I will require at your hand. 

There was to be no hesitation for the prophet. God's wrath 
was coming and the people needed to be warned. There 
were consequences for failing to do what God called the 
prophet to do when He called him to do it. To fail to com-
municate the word of the Lord when asked to do so was to 
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bring judgment both on himself and those he had been 
called to warn. 

Philip was where the Lord wanted him to be when the Lord 
wanted him to be there. The result was that the Ethiopian 
came to know the Lord Jesus as he travelled on his way 
home. 

Hindered Personal Growth 

If we linger where God has not called us to be, we will miss 
the opportunities God has given to us to grow in fellowship 
and intimacy with Him. Philip experienced the power of the 
Lord in the desert of Gaza. He saw how God led him and 
opened the doors for him to minister. He experienced the 
work of the Spirit of God in his life as he led the Ethiopian 
to the Lord. 

God develops our gifts and draws us closer to Himself 
through the things He calls us to do. As we step out in obe-
dience, He teaches us what we need to know and 
stretches us in new ways. If we want to grow in our spiritual 
walk, we need to be people who are willing to walk in obe-
dience. We will never experience our full potential in Christ 
if we linger where God has not called us to linger.  

Hindering Growth in Others 

My first term as a missionary was on the island of Mauri-
tius. It was not long after I arrived that the Lord showed me 
the work He had called me to do. The church, to which I 
had been called, had experienced division. I remember on 
one occasion how the Lord showed me a picture of a battle 
field with wounded soldiers scattered as far as I could see. 
I felt the Lord was showing me that my role was to help 
those wounded soldiers back on their feet. Over the course 
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of the next three years, the church committee and I worked 
and prayed for God to bring the healing necessary to the 
church and restore the unity and fruitfulness they had once 
known. After three years, it was time for me to return to 
Canada on furlough. The church wanted me to return to 
continue the work but as I sought the Lord about this, I had 
a sense that I had done what He had asked me to do.  

Around that time the Lord brought a national pastor to the 
area. As the day for my departure drew near, it became 
more and more obvious to me that this pastor was the one 
God had called to take over where I had left off. I knew that 
he had gifts I did not have. I felt that if the church was to 
continue to grow, it would not do so under my ministry as 
I had already done what God had asked me to do. The 
church too understood the leading of the Lord in this matter 
and called the pastor to take my place. 

Under the ministry of this national pastor the church grew. 
I knew that this would not have happened under my min-
istry. God’s purpose was to move the work forward through 
this national pastor. I needed to know my limitations, and 
the call of God. I realize that had I remained in this ministry 
there may have been some blessings, but I would have 
hindered this national pastor from doing what God had 
called him to do. I would have stood in his way. For him to 
be all God wanted him to be and for the church to grow I 
needed to get out of the way. My time was up. 

For Philip to achieve the purpose of God, he needed to be 
where God wanted him to be. If he stayed in Samaria or 
Gaza longer than God intended for him, he would only be 
getting in the way of what God really wanted to do. There 
is a price to pay for lingering where God does not want us 
to linger. There is a cost to pay for not stepping out in 
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God’s timing to be where He wants us to be. May God give 
us grace to discern His leading? 

 

For Consideration: 

• Is it possible to miss God’s timing and leading? 
What are the consequences? 

• How is God’s leading and perfect timing evident in 
the life of Joseph? 

• Can we run ahead of God? Consider God’s leading 
in the life of David in 2 Samuel 5:22-25. 

• Have you ever missed opportunities God has given 
you by lingering where you should not have lin-
gered? 

• How is it possible to hinder the work of God in 
someone else’s life by staying too long where we 
are no longer called? 

For Prayer: 

• Ask the Lord to forgive you for missed opportunities 
to minister. Ask Him to give you grace to walk in 
obedience to His call on your life at any moment. 

• Thank the Lord that He is the sovereign God who 
has a perfect plan for your life. Thank Him for the 
privilege you have to be His servant and to minister 
in His name and for His time. 

• Ask God to help you to be more discerning about 
His leading in your life. Ask Him to help you to know 
when He has called you to move and when He has 
called you to stay where you are. 



 

 

5  

T H E  C E N T R E  O F  F O C U S  

39 And when they came up out of the water, the 
Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eu-
nuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoic-
ing. (Acts 8:39) 

One of the great temptations in ministry is for us to want to 
be the centre of attention. We want people to need us and 
depend on us. We want people to see us and appreciate 
our gifts and experience. Those who preach the word of 
God can do so to impress their listeners with their speaking 
skills and knowledge. We can attend meetings at church 
so people will think highly of us. I have been in churches 
where people were trained to be friendly so as to impress 
the newcomer with how friendly the church was. While 
many of these things are good in themselves, the question 
we want to consider here relates to the focus of our life and 
ministry.  

When you preach to impress your listener, who is the real 
purpose of your message? When you focus your attention 
on friendliness and programmes to impress people, what 
is the real goal of your church? When people come to your 
church because they like the style of music or the format 
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of the worship service, what is their primary concern? 
While the answers to these questions are not always obvi-
ous, it is possible that the attention could be on us and not 
on God?  

2 Chronicles 5 is the story of the dedication of the temple 
of Solomon. At that time, the Ark of the Covenant was 
brought into the temple along with the holy objects used in 
the worship of God. This was a wonderful time for the peo-
ple of God. They were worshipping in a brand new build-
ing—one of the most incredible buildings of the day. It was 
filled with gold, bronze and elaborately decorated curtains 
and pillars. One could not enter into this building to worship 
without being impressed by the craftsmanship. 

As the meeting unfolded, 2 Chronicles 5:6 tells us: 

6 And King Solomon and all the congregation of 
Israel, who had assembled before him, were before 
the ark, sacrificing so many sheep and oxen that 
they could not be counted or numbered. 

There was such a spirit of generosity experienced that day 
that the priests could no longer count how many sacrifices 
were being made. 

The music was glorious. The Levitical singers were 
dressed in fine linen and played cymbals, harps and lyres. 
One hundred and twenty priests played trumpets. 2 Chron-
icles 5:13 describes the music: 

13 And it was the duty of the trumpeters and sing-
ers to make themselves heard in unison in praise 
and thanksgiving to the Lord, and when the song 
was raised the trumpets and cymbals and other 
musical instruments, in praise to the Lord, “For he 
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is good, for his steadfast love endures forever,” the 
house, the house of the Lord was filled with a 
cloud. 

As music and praise to God rose up in the temple that day, 
the Lord responded and made His presence known in a 
cloud that descended on the people gathered. 

Notice the result of this great cloud descending in 2 Chron-
icles 5:14: 

14 So that the priests could not stand to minister 
because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled 
the house of God. 

Consider what was happening at that great worship ser-
vice. God’s people entered one of the most incredible 
buildings ever made in Israel. They were dazzled by the 
architecture and rich decorations on the wall. People 
brought more offerings than they could count. The music 
was so incredible that it brought the very presence of God 
into the building. God descended on that building and 
made His presence known in the form of a cloud. As the 
cloud descended, it hid the gold on the walls. It covered 
the richly ornamented pillars and curtains. The music 
stopped. The offering of sacrifices stopped because the 
priests were no longer able to perform their duties in the 
presence of such glory. There was silence and awe. As 
glorious as the building and music were, it was nothing 
compared to the presence of God felt and seen that day. 
The people stood in silence, reverence and humility before 
this holy presence. Thoughts about the music and the 
building were set aside—the centre of focus was the glory 
of God that had filled that place. 
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How easy it is for us to be focused on secondary things. 
These things are important, but we dare not let them take 
first place in our lives and ministries. The church of Ephe-
sus in Revelation 2 is an example of this. God commends 
them for their hard work, their toil, their patient endurance. 
They could not bear those who were evil. He saw how they 
were able to discern truth and were not deceived by false 
apostles. Despite their persecution for Christ, they had not 
grown weary in their faith but were holding strong to the 
truth and the principles of His word. God commends them 
for these wonderful characteristics but He had something 
against them—they had lost their first love (Revelation 
2:4). 

God went on, in Revelation 2:5, to tell this faithful church 
in Ephesus: 

5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; 
repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will 
come to you and remove your lampstand from it 
place unless you repent. 

What was happening in the church of Ephesus? They had 
lost their centre of focus. They were faithful to truth and the 
principles of God’s Word. They endured hardship for the 
truth but in the process they had moved God from the cen-
tre of their lives. Truth and Christian lifestyle became the 
focus and their relationship with God was pushed aside. 

In the course of the history of the church, we have seen 
many great revivals come and go. I have often found my-
self wondering if the reason we do not see God’s presence 
remain in these revivals is because people fall in love with 
the experience of revival and push God aside. We love 
what we are seeing. We love the fruit of the revival. We 
love those who preach the message to us, but do we 
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grieve the Spirit of God by worshipping the message and 
the experience? 

In Revelation 19, an angel appeared to John with a mes-
sage. When John saw this angel and heard the incredible 
message he fell down at his feet to worship the messen-
ger. Listen to the response of the angel to John: 

10 Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but 
he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow 
servant with you and your brother who hold to the 
testimony of Jesus, Worship God.” 

Have you ever found yourselves focusing on the messen-
ger of God? We admire and look up to the one who brought 
us to the Lord and discipled us. It is possible, however, to 
delight more in the messenger than in God. How easy it is 
for our focus to shift from God to a servant of God or to a 
set of doctrines. These become the centre of our attention. 
We live for them, and our relationship with God suffers. 

Listen to the challenge of God to the church of Laodicea in 
the book of Revelation: 

20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone 
hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in 
to him and eat with him, and he with me. (Revela-
tion 3) 

These are the words of God to a church. Inside that church 
were people called Christians who were very busy with re-
ligious activities. God was outside knocking on the door 
wanting to come in. God’s presence was not among them. 
They had left Him outside. He was not the centre of their 
focus. Other things had taken His place. 
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Someone once said: “It used to be that when we were 
looking for a new pastor, we would ask the question: “Does 
the fire of the Spirit burn in his bones.” Now we ask: 
“Where was he educated.” There is something quite dis-
turbing about this statement. It shows us that the centre of 
our focus has changed. We are no longer depending on 
God, but on people. We are no longer depending on the 
power of God’s Spirit to change lives, but on the education 
and experience of our pastors. 

What does all this have to do with the story of Philip in Acts 
8? Simply this, God took away the individual He had used 
to stir up and bring many to faith in Samaria. He did not let 
Philip linger in the presence of the Ethiopian in the desert 
of Gaza. How easy it would have been for people to place 
their confidence in Philip, as the anointed servant of God. 
How much easier it seems to be to focus on those we can 
see than on a God we cannot see. 

By removing Philip from Samaria and from the life of the 
Ethiopian in the desert, God was forcing these people to 
look to Him alone. The Ethiopian would never see Philip 
again. As he returned home to Ethiopia all he had was the 
Scriptures and his Lord. That was enough. He would not 
have Philip in the chariot with him on the long drive back. 
His conversation would have to be with his new-found Sav-
iour. He would not return to a country where there were 
many believers and a good church to attend. To the best 
of our knowledge, there were no other believers in Ethio-
pia. His focus would have to be on God. If he was going to 
grow in his walk with God, his only option would have been 
to cling to the truth of the Word and to the guidance of the 
Spirit of God. Philip was taken out of his life. 

The same is true for the work in Samaria. We have no rec-
ord of Philip ever returning to Samaria. God removed the 
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person He had used to bring many to faith. These individ-
uals would, no doubt, remember the ministry of Philip, but 
if they were to grow in their faith, they would have to look 
elsewhere. God took the focus away from Philip.  

When we linger longer than we should, we take the focus 
away from God and place it on ourselves. We all want to 
be useful. We all want people to respect us and value our 
contribution. As normal as this is for us, the temptation is 
that we value this more than we value the glory of God. 
Are we willing to let God have the glory? Will we step away 
if, even for a moment, people begin to focus on us and not 
on our Saviour? Will we let our pride cause us to linger 
longer than necessary, taking away the glory that belongs 
to God? 

What do we see in this story of Philip in Acts 8? We see 
how God uses Philip and then removes him. Philip did not 
linger when God called him to go. He was to do the work 
and move on, lest in staying longer then he needed to, the 
focus would shift from God to himself. 

Philip would not see the results of his ministry to the Ethi-
opian. He would not know the full impact of his work in Sa-
maria. He would not have people coming to him to say: “it 
was because of your ministry that I came to know the 
Lord.” He would not see those he brought to the Lord 
again. He risked having people forget him. The impact of 
his ministry would continue, but Philip’s name would even-
tually slip away from their minds. This was not important, 
however. What was important was that God would con-
tinue to receive the glory and that He would be the centre 
of their focus. 

Philip willingly stepped aside when his work was com-
pleted. God would not let him take centre stage. He would 
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do his part and then disappear from the scene. Are you 
willing to do this? Will you surrender the centre of focus to 
God? Will you step aside so that He can receive all the 
applause and glory? 

 

For Consideration: 

• Have you ever felt the temptation to be the centre 
of focus in ministry? Explain. 

• What happened in 2 Chronicles 5 when the Lord 
took centre stage? What changed in the worship 
service? 

• Is it possible for good things to take the place of 
God? Consider the church of Ephesus in Revela-
tion 2 in your answer. 

• Can we worship our doctrines and our worship for-
mat? Can they take the place of God? Explain. 

• Is it possible for us to be more focused on our ed-
ucation and experience than the work of God’s 
Spirit? While God uses our education and experi-
ence, how important is it for us to recognize that 
the true source of our strength is in God? 

• What needs to happen in your ministry or life for 
God to be the centre of focus?  

For Prayer: 

• Ask the Lord to forgive you for times when you 
have taken the glory due to him for yourself. 

• Ask God to help you to make Him the centre and 
goal of all you do. 

• Ask the Lord to show you if you are lingering longer 
than you should in any aspect of your ministry. Ask 
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Him to help you to walk fully in His plan. Pray that 
He would receive all the glory and that you would 
be content to be an instrument through which He 
receives that glory. 





 

 

6  

F R E S H  E X P E R I E N C E S  

A river that does not flow quickly becomes stagnant. God 
has a way of stretching us, and in doing so, He encourages 
us to grow in our trust and dependence on Him.  

God’s ways are not always predictable. As we look at how 
God led the prophets and apostles in the Scriptures we 
see that they never really knew what God was going to call 
them to do. Sometimes these men of God made plans but 
God changed those plans. What was important was that 
they be sensitive to the leading of the Lord at all times. 

There is something quite unsettling for the human spirit in 
this uncertainty. We like to predict what is going to happen. 
We like to plan our days and our lives and work toward our 
goals. Ultimately, however, we are not in control of our 
destinies and our days. God alone knows the plans He has 
for us and will lead us accordingly. 

While we are not in control of our destiny, it is comforting 
to know that we do have a loving God who is. Listen to 
what God told His people through the prophet Jeremiah: 
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11 For I know the plans I have for you, declares the 
Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you 
a future and a hope. (Jeremiah 29:11) 

We are in good hands. 

As we look at the ministry of Philip in Samaria and Gaza 
and see how the Lord moved him from one place to an-
other, we see that Philip needed to be ready to move at a 
moment’s notice. In those days of ministry, Philip was be-
ing stretched in his faith as he learned to trust in the Lord’s 
provision and direction for his life. 

How easy it is to become comfortable in what we are do-
ing. Have you ever met individuals who had a wonderful 
salvation experience but never moved beyond this experi-
ence? The apostle Paul became the man he was not be-
cause of one incident on the road to Damascus but 
because of his ongoing experience with God as he walked 
in obedience to His call. 

Maybe you know Christians who have become so focused 
on past successes that they have never moved on. The 
challenge of the Word of God is for us to forget what it be-
hind, and move forward in our pursuit of Christ. Listen to 
the advice of Paul in Philippians 3:12-14: 

12 Not that I have already obtained this or am al-
ready perfect, but I press on to make it my own, 
because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 
Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my 
own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind 
and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press 
on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call 
of God in Christ Jesus. 
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What began for Paul on the road to Damascus when he 
came to know the Lord Jesus continued throughout his life.  
His conversion experience was only the beginning.  God 
led him each day, bringing fresh experiences of His grace. 
Each day Paul was stretched in his faith and trust in God. 
His life did not turn out as he had expected. He had been 
a religious Jew persecuting Christians. God changed that 
and introduced Him to Christ. As a Christian, he was per-
secuted and harassed throughout his ministry. He was im-
prisoned and ended his life in a Roman prison. Each step 
of the way, however, was an opportunity to trust the Lord 
and experience Him in a new and fresh way. 

Philip’s ministry in Acts 8 was unpredictable. God used him 
in a powerful way to reach the masses in Samaria. He then 
sent him into the desert of Gaza to speak with one man 
and lead him to a saving knowledge of Christ. Then, once 
again, God removed him from that place and sent him to 
Caesarea where he would fade into obscurity. 

Who knows what God has planned for your life or mine? 
He does have a plan for you. That plan involves moving 
forward in your walk with Him. It involves learning to trust 
Him more. It involves learning to walk with Him in greater 
faithfulness. The experiences of the past have taught us 
many things, but there are many more experiences to 
come. God leads us into areas where we are not always 
comfortable. The temptation for us will be to find a place 
where we are comfortable and pitch our tent with the in-
tention of remaining there.  

How easy it would have been for Philip to remain in Sa-
maria where the great revival was taking place. In this 
place he would have felt useful and important; he would 
have been remembered and respected as a great man of 
God. There he may have been able to build his reputation 
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and establish a great church among the Samaritans. But 
this was not God’s intention for him. God had other plans 
that involved trusting Him in new ways and in new circum-
stances. 

It is not the intention of God that we become stagnant in 
our relationship with Him. There are so many things God 
wants to teach us. Some of those lessons are difficult and 
may lead us into the desert where our ministry will be not 
to the hundreds and thousands but to one lonely man wan-
dering in the wilderness of life.  

The questions we must ask ourselves are these: Am I will-
ing to let God lead me into the plans He has for my life? 
Am I willing to leave the prosperity of Samaria to go to the 
desert of Gaza? Am I willing to let God lead me into fresh 
experiences of His grace and mercy, no matter the cost? 

Philip moved as God led him. As he did, he was being 
stretched in his faith and in his relationship with God. He 
surrendered to God and willingly obeyed whatever God 
called him to do. Who knows where God will lead you to-
day? He may choose to stretch you in ways you never 
thought possible. He may choose to use you in a ministry 
you never imagined. Are you open to being led by God? 
Are you willing to step out in trust? Will you let Him lead 
you into fresh experiences of His grace and enabling? 

Philip's ministry was unpredictable from a human perspec-
tive. He was moved from one place to another by God, and 
then he simply disappeared from the spotlight. In all this, 
however, he was experiencing the richness of God's fel-
lowship and enabling. God was using him, shaping him 
and drawing him closer through the things he experienced 
under His leading. May we have the attitude of Philip –
ready to move as God leads, always ready to trust Him as 
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He leads us into new territory and fresh experiences of His 
enabling power. 

 

For Consideration: 

• How has God led you in your life? How was this 
different from what you expected? 

• What lessons has God been teaching you through 
the way He led you? 

• What fresh lessons has God been teaching you? 

• What makes us comfortable with where we are in 
our walk with God? What keeps us from wanting to 
move forward? 

For Prayer: 

• Take a moment to thank the Lord for the things He 
has taught you through His leading and work in 
your life. 

• Ask the Lord to forgive you for becoming too com-
fortable and closing your ears to His leading in your 
life. 

• Ask the Lord to continue leading you into fresh ex-
periences of His grace, and provision. 

• Surrender yourself afresh to the Lord for Him to 
lead you as He pleases. Commit yourself to be will-
ing to obey God and walk in His leading no matter 
where that might lead. 

 





 

 

7  

O U T  O F  T H E  S P O T L I G H T  

40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he 
passed through he preached the gospel to all the 
towns until he came to Caesarea. (Acts 8) 

After Philip’s time in Samaria and the desert of Gaza, the 
Spirit of God took him away and Acts 8:40 tells us that he 
found himself in Azotus.  Azotus is the Greek name for the 
city of Ashdod, about 32 kilometres (20 miles) to the north 
of Gaza. This was in the region of the Philistines, who had 
historically been enemies of the people of Israel. History 
tells us that Ashdod was an important centre for the wor-
ship of the god Dagon, and that this city had an important 
highway that transported goods from Egypt to the region 
of Palestine. As such, it was a heavily fortified city. 

We have no record of how long Philip stayed in Azotus. 
We do know from Acts 8:40 that he preached the gospel 
there and in other towns along the coast until he arrived in 
Caesarea. There is no record of any revival in these re-
gions like the one in Samaria. We are simply told that Philip 
“preached the gospel to all the towns.” We do not know if 
anyone accepted his message. 
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This was very different from what took place in Samaria 
and Gaza. In Samaria, there was a powerful work of God 
taking place. People were coming to know the Lord and 
great miracles were taking place. Now however, Philip’s 
ministry seems to be very simple and ordinary. Philip 
seems to drop out of the picture and we read nothing more 
about him until Acts 21. 

The next record of Philip is found in Acts 21:8-9 when he 
was visited by the apostle Paul: 

8 On the next day we departed and came to Caes-
area, and we entered the house of Philip the evan-
gelist, who was one of the seven, and stayed with 
him. 9 He had four unmarried daughters, who 
prophesied. 

It seems that as Philip worked his way up the coast from 
Gaza to Azotus he came to the town of Caesarea where 
he would settle and have a family. There is no record of 
any more revivals. There is no record of great numbers of 
people coming to Christ as a result of his ministry.  

Paul visited him in Caesarea on his way to Jerusalem. He 
was still known as “Phillip the evangelist.” This may be an 
indication that he continued in the role of preaching the 
gospel in the region of Caesarea. It is significant that Acts 
21:9 tells us that he had four unmarried daughters who 
prophesied. This indicates that these daughters had a re-
lationship with the Lord and were using the gifts God had 
given them for the advancement of the kingdom. Philip 
seems to have reached his own family with the message 
of the gospel and his daughters were walking with the 
Lord. 
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All indications are that Philip continued to be faithful to the 
Lord in the role of evangelist and father to his family of four 
daughters. He exercised the role of hospitality to Paul, 
which we can be sure was a blessing to the apostle. While 
he continued to walk faithfully with the Lord, Philip was no 
longer in the spotlight. He lived the rest of his life faithful to 
the Lord, but away from public view. 

It appears that at this point in Philip’s life, God called him 
to remain in the region of Caesarea as an evangelist and 
to raise a family to love and honour Him. Is this any less of 
a calling? The work in Samaria attracted the attention of 
the apostles in Jerusalem. The work in Caesarea was a 
quiet work. Raising four daughters to love and serve the 
Lord would not attract the attention of the masses, but it 
was nonetheless a very significant calling in life. 

Sometimes it is easier to be faithful when serving in a very 
public ministry where everyone is watching.  But it may be 
discouraging to be in a place where things are unnoticed 
and unappreciated. Philip was faithful in the big things but 
he also was faithful in the ordinary. He was willing to min-
ister unnoticed by the church. He was willing to leave the 
spotlight and serve in a small corner of the harvest field 
because that was the call of God on his life. 

Not everyone is called to a public ministry. Some are called 
to serve silently in the background. Some will be called to 
live unnoticed by anyone else. Others will see very little 
fruit for their efforts, despite their faithfulness. Philip is a 
man who proves to be faithful not only in the big things but 
also in the small, ordinary things. 

The prophets of the Old Testament were often rejected by 
the people to whom they ministered. They did not have 
large followings of people. In fact, many were persecuted 
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and put to death. They served faithfully for years without 
seeing any results for their labours. 

The apostle John wrote to a man by the name of Gaius in 
2 John: 

5 Beloved, it is a faithful thing you do in all your 
efforts for these brothers, strangers as they are, 6 
who testified to you love before the church. You will 
do well to send them on their journey in a manner 
worthy of God. 7 For they have gone out for the 
sake of the name, accepting nothing from the Gen-
tiles. 8 Therefore we ought to support people like 
these, that we may be fellow workers for the truth. 

Gaius is a relatively unknown man who served as a simple 
elder in the church. He is commended here in 2 John 5-8 
for a ministry of hospitality toward the traveling gospel 
preachers who moved from town to town teaching the 
Scriptures. 

The apostle Paul mentions a list of faithful believers in Ro-
mans 16. He greets Priscilla and Aquila, who risked their 
lives for him (verse 3) and hosted the church in their home 
(verse 5). He also greets Mary who was a hard worker for 
her church (verse 6). Urbanus, Tryphaena, Tryphosa, and 
Persis were fellow workers in Christ (verse 9, 12). We 
know nothing about these individuals but they were very 
important servants in the early church and ministered faith-
fully. 

As Jesus ministered in the region of Israel, a number of 
women ministered to Him. When Jesus was crucified 
these women were there watching what was taking place. 
We read in Matthew 27: 55-56: 
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55 There were also many women there, looking on 
from a distance, who had followed Jesus from Gal-
ilee, ministering to him, 56 among whom were 
Mary the mother of James and Joseph and the 
mother of the sons of Zebedee. 

The role these women had was behind the scenes. Jesus 
would be the One every eye would be focused on. No one 
would notice them or the role they played ministering to 
Him in those days. It was an important role, however, and 
one that they had been called to. 

We are not all called to be in the spotlight. In fact, many of 
us will be called to serve in simple, yet important ways be-
hind the scenes. Philip was called from a very public min-
istry to one of relative obscurity. He accepted this and 
served with all his heart.  

How easy it is for us to want to be in the spotlight. God, 
however, is looking for people who will go where He wants 
them to go. He is looking for people who will willingly re-
nounce the spotlight to work in the dark corners of this 
world as well. He is looking for people who are willing to 
serve unnoticed. Are you such an individual? 

In Jeremiah 45 the prophet spoke to his secretary Baruch: 

2 Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, to you, O 
Baruch: 3 you said, “Woe is me! For the Lord has 
added sorrow to my pain, I am weary with my 
groaning, and I find no rest.” 4 Thus shall you say 
to him, Thus says the Lord: Behold, what I have 
built I am breaking down, and what I have planted 
I am plucking up—that is, the whole land. 5 And do 
you seek great things for yourself? Seek them not, 
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for behold, I am bringing disaster upon all flesh, de-
clares the Lord. But I will give you your life as a 
prize of war in all places to which you may go.” 

Notice how Baruch lamented the fact that his life and his 
calling were difficult. “I am weary with my groaning, I find 
no rest,” he complained. Baruch wanted a more comforta-
ble ministry. He was growing tired of the rejection and per-
secution. He was seeking greater things for himself. God 
told him, however, that this was his calling in life and he 
was not to seek great things in a time when God’s people 
were going to be destroyed. 

Have you ever found yourself in the place of Baruch? Has 
your ministry turned out as you expected? Do the trials of 
ministry get you down? Do you long for greater things in 
life? While these issues are very real and we need to seek 
God about them, it is also of utmost importance that we 
learn to be faithful and content in what God has given us 
to do—whether that is something great or something 
small. We must do all things with faithfulness and gratitude 
to God. 

Philip is an example of a man who proved to be faithful to 
the Lord God, whether in the big or small. He was faithful 
in the public ministry of Samaria to the masses, in the fruit-
ful one on one ministry in the desert of Gaza but also in his 
quiet, unnoticed calling as an evangelist and father in 
Caesarea. May we prove to be faithful to whatever God 
calls us to do whether in the spotlight of public attention or 
in the quiet dark corner unnoticed by anyone but God. 

 

For Consideration: 
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• What happened to Philip when he left the desert of 
Gaza? What was his ministry at this point in his 
life? 

• Does God always call us to "big" things? 

• Do you know people who have faithfully served the 
Lord behind the scenes in an unnoticed role? How 
important is that role? 

• Why are we attracted to the spotlight? Are you will-
ing to do whatever God calls you to do even if that 
role is unnoticed and unappreciated? 

• What role did “little people” play in the life of the 
early church? What role did they play in the minis-
try of the Lord Jesus when He was on this earth? 

For Prayer: 

• Thank the Lord for what He has called you to do. 
Ask Him to forgive you for not being content with 
what He has given you.  

• Ask God to help you to accept your role and to be 
thankful for the privilege of serving Him in whatever 
capacity. 

• Take a moment to thank the Lord for the way He 
has used people behind the scenes to advance His 
kingdom. 
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