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P R E F A C E  

This is a devotional commentary on the epistles of James 
and Peter. Its purpose is to lead the reader step by step 
through the epistles. The writings of James and Peter are 
immensely practical. They remind us that suffering and 
pain are very real in this life but point us to the wonderful 
hope we have in the Lord Jesus. James challenges us to 
make our faith real. He shows us how a practical faith 
works itself out in everyday life. Peter calls us to be watch-
ful in a world where Satan roams looking for someone to 
devour. We find in these epistles many practical messages 
for living a life of victory. 

As with the other books in this series of commentaries, I 
would challenge you to read the Bible portion along with 
the commentary. Ask the Holy Spirit to lead and direct your 
reflections as you read each section of the commentary. 
The goal of this series is to encourage average Christians 
in their walk with the Lord Jesus. Use it in your quiet time 
with the Lord. Take one section at a time, and let the Lord 
be your guide as you work through the book. My prayer is 
that you would be encouraged as you walk through these 
sections of Scripture. I would challenge you to share with 
others what the Lord teaches you through His Word. May 
God bless you as you read this book, and may your walk 
with Him be enriched.  -- F. Wayne Mac Leod 





 

 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  J A M E S  

Author: 

It is quite widely believed that the writer of the book of 
James was the son of Alphaeus, one of the apostles. Little 
is known about Alphaeus. The Hebrew form of his name, 
however, is Cleopas. Many believe James was a cousin of 
the Lord Jesus. His mother was “Mary, the wife of Cleo-
pas.” She is often seen in Scripture with Mary the mother 
of Jesus and Mary Magdalene (see John 19:25). His 
mother was likely one of the two witnesses to the resurrec-
tion of the Lord Jesus (Matthew 28:1). James would have 
grown up very close to the Lord Jesus. 

He would become a disciple of Jesus and an important 
leader in the early church. He seems to occupy a leader-
ship role in the church, presiding over the Council of Jeru-
salem (Acts 15:13-19). Paul called him a “pillar of the 
church” in Galatians 2:9. Historically, he appears to have 
been nicknamed “James the Less” likely because he was 
a small man. 

Background: 

Commentators believed that the book of James was writ-
ten from Jerusalem to believers who had been scattered 
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because of persecution. James begins and ends his letter 
with a word about the trials they were facing and encour-
ages believers to bear their suffering patiently, trusting in 
the Lord God and walking in obedience to His Word. 
James challenges his readers not just to believe the truth 
that had been passed down to them but to live it out in 
everyday life. For James, true faith was not just about 
words but also about deeds and actions. He expected that 
those who claimed to be Christians demonstrate this in the 
way they lived. He speaks plainly and powerfully to his 
readers about a practical Christianity that affected how 
they related to people around them.  

The Importance of the Book for Today: 

The book James is an important book because of what it 
teaches us about practical Christianity. Much of the battles 
in the early church had to do with moving people away 
from a “works based” faith to faith in what the Lord Jesus 
had done on the cross for salvation. James wants us to 
understand that while our salvation is based solely on the 
work of the Lord Jesus on the cross, those who know the 
Lord must also demonstrate their faith by how they live. 
James challenges the church of our day to action. He re-
minds us quite powerfully that our faith is not just a faith of 
words and doctrines but one of deeds and actions as well. 



 

 

1  

J O Y  I N  T R I A L S  

Read James 1:1-4 

This epistle was written by a man named James. There is 
some confusion regarding his identity. In the New Testa-
ment, we read of at least two important individuals with this 
name. The first is James the son of Zebedee, who was one 
of the twelve apostles (Matthew 10:2). He was a fisherman 
by trade. The second is James the son of Alpheus (Mat-
thew 10:3). He also was an apostle. It is commonly be-
lieved that the author of this epistle was James the son of 
Alpheus, a relative of the Lord Jesus (Galatians 1:19).  

In verse 1 the author simply referred to himself as a serv-
ant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is quite im-
portant that we notice his humility. It is all too easy for us 
to want people to know who we are and our position in the 
church. The author of this letter was not interested in this. 
He was simply a servant of the Lord Jesus Christ, and he 
was very happy with this designation. We too should have 
this attitude. No matter what position we have in the 
church, we are at best servants of the Lord Jesus. Every 
position in the body of Christ is important. James was not 
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interested in people looking at him. His desire was that 
they see the Lord Jesus. 

The fact that James presented himself as a servant of both 
God and the Lord Jesus Christ indicates that he saw the 
Lord Jesus as equal to God. He was as much a servant of 
God as he was of the Lord Jesus Christ. He would never 
have put these two names together unless he viewed them 
as equal. He mentioned that Jesus is the Christ. This too 
is important. The Greek term Christ means “anointed one.” 
(In Hebrew, the term is Messiah.) In this context, when 
James referred to Jesus as the Christ, he was telling his 
readers that he saw Jesus as the Anointed One from God, 
anointed for a very special purpose. Jesus was anointed 
to be the sacrifice for sin. It was through His work that hu-
mankind could be reconciled with God. 

In this opening verse, James revealed something about 
himself but focused the attention on the fact that the Lord 
Jesus was the Christ, the Anointed One, the Messiah, 
equal with God in every way. James counted it a tremen-
dous privilege to be a servant of such a gracious and awe-
some God. 

This letter was written to the twelve tribes who were scat-
tered among the nations. Commentators believe that the 
reason these Jews were not living in Palestine was 
because of the persecution that broke out after the death 
of Stephen in Acts 8. By referring to his readers as “my 
brothers” (verse 2), it is clear that James is speaking to 
Jews who had come to a saving knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus. His purpose in this letter is to encourage and 
strengthen their faith in a time of persecution and trial. 

In verse 2 James challenged his readers to consider it 
“pure joy” when they faced various trials. Notice that 
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James reminded them that there would be trials of many 
kinds in this life. None of us are exempt from trials. These 
trials may come in the form of physical illness or in the form 
of persecution for our faith. Sometimes trials will come 
through other believers and difficult relationships in the 
body of Christ. Whatever the trial may be, James tells us 
that we are to consider it “pure joy” when we face these 
trials. We need to examine this statement in greater detail. 

Trials, by definition, are difficult. Sometimes loved ones will 
be ripped away from us. Sometimes things will be said 
about us that are untrue and cause much harm. Not one 
of us enjoys the pain caused by trials. The joy James 
spoke about is not in the circumstances but in what God is 
going to do through them. In verse 3 James tells us why 
we are to consider these trials as occasions for joy be-
cause we know that the testing of our faith develops per-
severance or patience. This perseverance, in turn, will 
produce maturity. 

It would be wonderful if we could take some kind of spir-
itual vitamin and wake up in the morning spiritually mature. 
This is not how things work. The fact is that maturity takes 
time. We understand this in terms of how plants grow in 
our gardens or how our children grow and mature. The 
same principle is true in the spiritual world as well. Even 
Jesus had to learn obedience by suffering (Hebrews 5:8). 
If we want to be spiritually mature, we will need time and 
patience. The trials that come our way are a means the 
Lord uses to produce Christian character in our lives. 
Through these trials, our priorities are reshaped. Sin is bro-
ken and we are refined. Just as good parents must disci-
pline their children to mature and train them, so it is in our 
relationship with the Lord God.   
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As the children of God, we can have the assurance that 
God will use every pain and trial in our life to accomplish 
His purpose and draw us closer to Himself. He is preparing 
us and equipping us in all our struggles to be stronger and 
better servants. Perhaps you are facing a difficult trial in 
your life right now. Realize that the Lord Jesus will use it 
to draw you closer. The trial in itself is not joyous, but the 
joy comes in the spiritual growth God will produce in you. 

Let me underline one more principle from this passage. 
Perseverance or patience is necessary if we are to grow in 
Christ. Perseverance means remaining faithful during dif-
ficult times. It means not running away or seeking escape. 
How many times have we prayed away our problems and 
trials? Trials are not pleasant, but they are a necessary 
part of our growth. We do not need to fear these trials. 
While these hardships may not always come directly from 
the Lord, He will use them to accomplish His purposes in 
our lives. He will take whatever the enemy throws at us 
and use it to draw us closer to Himself. What a joy it is to 
know that the Lord Jesus is more powerful than any trial 
we face. He promises to use every situation we encounter 
to make us more like Him and deepen our intimacy with 
Him. Trust what He is doing in your trial today. 

 

For Consideration: 

• What does James reveal to us about the Lord Je-
sus in his introduction? 

• What do we learn about the humility of James? 
What challenge does this bring to us? 

• How is it possible to experience joy in the midst of 
trials? 
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• What comfort do you find in the fact that God can 
use every trial to draw us closer to Himself? 

• What trials have you faced? How have those trials 
brought you closer to the Lord? 

For Prayer:  

• Thank the Lord that He is bigger than any trial the 
enemy can throw at you. 

• Ask the Lord to give the kind of humility we see 
demonstrated in James in this passage. 

• Are you facing a particular trial right now? Ask the 
Lord to give you joy in this trial. Ask Him to open 
your eyes to see what He is accomplishing in it. 





 

 

2  

B E L I E V I N G  F O R  W I S D O M  

Read James 1:5-8 

James began his book by writing to fellow Jewish believers 
about the value of their suffering. He encouraged them to 
consider it pure joy when they encountered various trials 
because God would use trials to mature them spiritually 
and draw them closer to Him.  

Anyone who has been through trials knows that wisdom is 
needed during difficult circumstances. Trials don’t always 
make sense. There are times when we simply do not know 
what God is doing or what He is trying to show us in these 
trials. As the pressure mounts, we are often tempted to 
give into sin and rebellion. It is very easy to become critical 
and fight against what the Lord is trying to do. We need 
the wisdom to know what God is saying. Our human un-
derstanding of life will only take us so far. Without divine 
insight, we cannot discern the purpose and mind of God in 
our specific situation. 

James reminded his readers in verse 5 that if they lacked 
wisdom, they should ask God. It is God’s purpose to train 
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and equip us. He is more than willing to give us the wisdom 
we need to face our trials. The temptation in these times 
of trial is to try and figure things out by ourselves. James 
is telling us instead to ask the Lord for insight. If we are 
going to ask God for His perspective of our situation, we 
will have to put aside our ideas and plans. Our own rea-
soning will only get in the way of hearing from God. 

Notice what James tells us about God and how He gives 
His wisdom: He gives it generously. God does not ration 
out His wisdom as if it were in short supply. When we ask 
God for wisdom, we can be sure that He will give us all we 
need to face our trials. He will pour out His wisdom on us 
with generosity. 

Notice also that God gives this wisdom to all. In other 
words, whoever comes to Him can receive this wisdom. 
You may not be a very intelligent person, but God will give 
you all the wisdom you need to face the trials that come 
your way. You may have nothing in this world to call your 
own, but you can have the wisdom of God. Even if you 
really made a mess of things in your life, this wisdom is still 
offered freely and generously to you as well. This wisdom 
is offered to anyone, no matter their circumstance who will 
come with all sincerity and ask. 

Notice finally in verse 5 that God offers this wisdom to us 
without finding fault. I am blessed as I consider this. I have 
been unwise in many areas of my life. I have plenty of 
faults. There are many lessons I should have learned but 
didn’t. When I come to God and seek His wisdom to face 
the struggle I am going through, God gives that wisdom to 
me without finding fault. In other words, He does not con-
demn me for how I misused that wisdom in the past. He 
does not reprimand me for my lack of personal wisdom to 
face the situation. What purpose would it serve to use a 
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particular trial to teach me a lesson but refuse to give the 
insight and wisdom to see what I was being taught? When 
you come to God for wisdom, He will give it to you without 
regard for your past failures or personal shortcomings. 
God delights to give us all the wisdom we need to face the 
trials that come our way. He will give generously to all who 
ask, without finding fault so that they can learn and be-
come all He intends them to be. 

While it is the delight of the Lord God to shower us with His 
wisdom to face this life with all its difficulties, there is a 
condition applied to the receiving of that wisdom. Verse 6 
tells us that when we ask God for wisdom, we must believe 
and not doubt. In other words, we must come to Him with 
confidence that He will indeed give us the wisdom we 
seek. The promise is very clear. James tells us plainly that 
if we lack wisdom, we should ask God and He will give it 
to us. If we can’t trust the clear promise of God to give us 
wisdom, how could we trust the particular wisdom He gives 
us to face our trial? If you can’t believe that God will be 
faithful to His promise, how could you possibly trust the 
wisdom He gives? 

To receive the wisdom of God, we have to be open to 
obeying and trusting it. This wisdom will come to us 
through various means. Sometimes God will give us a 
deeper understanding of the truth of His Word. Sometimes 
He will bring someone into our path who will share it with 
us. Sometimes He will give this wisdom by impressing 
thoughts on our mind through the inner working of His 
Spirit. What will we do with the wisdom God gives? Will we 
trust what God is saying? Will we receive the truth He is 
communicating?  

The enemy of wisdom is doubt. God speaks and leads us, 
but we hesitate. We allow our own human understanding 
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to intervene and cause us to doubt what God is telling us. 
This is what happened to Eve in the Garden of Eden when 
the enemy questioned God’s word to her. Eve listened to 
the enemy, and the result was sin and disaster. 

James compared those who doubt God’s wisdom to a 
wave of the sea that is blown and tossed by the wind. 
There is no stability in this wave. It is tossed from one side 
to another. Those who doubt God’s wisdom as revealed 
by His Spirit and His Word are subject to the influences of 
human understanding and emotions. They move from one 
thought or solution to another, or they may become para-
lyzed in doubt and indecision.  

God gives wisdom to those who are willing and ready to 
receive it and obey it. God will not give wisdom to those 
who do not trust Him enough to believe. He will not give 
His wisdom to the one who is unwilling to trust what He is 
saying enough to act on it in faith. 

James goes on to speak about people who are “double-
minded.” According to James, this is something the Lord 
hates. The double-minded person is one who prays that 
God will give wisdom but is unwilling to obey it. This type 
of person wants to have the wisdom of God but not enough 
to surrender human understanding. The double-minded 
person struggles with the wisdom and God and human 
wisdom. He hears the wisdom of God but the voice of hu-
man reason gets in the way of obedience and complete 
trust. 

God is looking for a person who will cry out to Him for wis-
dom to face life’s obstacles. He is looking for someone 
who will not only seek this wisdom but also trust what He 
says enough to walk in obedience. God delights to give His 
wisdom generously to such people. 
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For Consideration: 

• How important is it that we have God’s wisdom in 
our trials? Why is human wisdom not enough? 

• What do we learn about how God gives wisdom to 
His people? What is the condition for receiving wis-
dom from God? 

• How is doubt the enemy of the wisdom? Have you 
ever questioned the wisdom and leading of God? 

• Why is trusting God’s wisdom so important? Can 
we have wisdom without trust?  

For Prayer: 

• Thank the Lord that He is so willing to give us the 
wisdom we need to face the trials that come our 
way. 

• Ask the Lord to remove any doubt from your heart 
and replace it with absolute confidence in Him and 
His purpose. 

• Ask the Lord to enable you to put aside your own 
ideas and trust Him in everything. 

 





 

 

3  

T A K I N G  P R I D E   

I N  O U R  P O S I T I O N  

Read James 1:9-11 

Sometimes our trials are the result of not being content 
with the circumstances God gives us in life. Those who do 
not have much want more and those who have much fail 
to appreciate what they do have. James addressed this 
issue in this next section of his letter. 

In verse 9 the apostle spoke to the “brother in humble cir-
cumstances.” This brother did not have very much in this 
life. He may have found it difficult to provide for his family. 
He may have been a slave or worked at a low-paying job. 
Maybe due to illness, he was unable to work. In the context 
in which James wrote, many believers were being perse-
cuted because of their faith. There could have been any 
number of reasons causing believers to live in humble cir-
cumstances.  

James told this brother that he ought to take pride in his 
high position. Notice that James is speaking about a 
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“brother” here. The assumption is that this individual is a 
Christian. How could a brother of humble circumstances 
take pride in his high position? His high position was obvi-
ously not in the eyes of this world. He may not have had 
the respect and honor due him in this world, but he did hold 
a high position as a child of God. Let’s consider this for a 
moment. 

Many believers have little to call their own in this world, but 
treasures are being stored up for them in heaven. They 
may have a simple, run-down house that they cannot af-
ford to maintain, but in heaven, there is a mansion being 
prepared for them that will never need repair. They may 
suffer illness and disease in their body, but their heavenly 
Father has invited him into His presence where there will 
never be another ache or pain. They may be rejected and 
suffer abuse in this life, but, there in the presence of their 
Savior, they will know full acceptance and love. This life 
may be full of sorrow and grief for them, but, in just a short 
time, they will pass through the gates of the heavenly city 
where they will never shed another tear. James challenged 
such believers to remember just how rich they really are. 
The Lord God has blessed all believers with an inheritance 
in heaven that would cause even the richest in this world 
to marvel. 

This high position refers not only to the future. It is also 
something all believers have right now. The brother of 
humble circumstances is a child of God. His father is the 
Creator and Lord of all. He knows the presence of the 
Spirit of God in his life. He has been called to represent 
the Lord of lords. He lives in the power of this almighty 
God. He is equipped and enabled by God to face the en-
emy head-on. He has been given ears to hear the Lord 
God and eyes to see the truth. His mind has been renewed 
by the Spirit of God in Him. This Spirit is producing His fruit 
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in the life of this individual. All these blessings and many 
more are his right now. James challenged this materially 
poor brother to focus on his glorious riches in Christ. 

Having said this, we need to see yet one more application 
of this truth. How many times do we judge those around 
us on the basis of what they have in this world? We may 
see a man dressed in rags and judge him as being less 
than the man beside him. This may even cause us to treat 
him differently. This is not how God sees the man dressed 
in rags. God looks at the heart, not at externals (1 Samuel 
16:7). The clothes and the amount of money in his bank 
account mean nothing to God. This “poor” man may be 
richer than we think because of His relationship with the 
Lord God. 

If you are a brother or sister in humble circumstances in 
life, lift up your eyes and look beyond the material things 
of this world. Look to what you have in the Lord Jesus. 
Look to the position you have in Him. Look to His prom-
ises. Remember that you are a child of God and be 
blessed and encouraged in this. (See Colossians 3:1-4). 

In verse 10 James shifted his focus from the brother of 
humble circumstances to the one who was rich. This 
needs no explanation. This brother had all he needed in 
this life. His family was well provided for and he enjoyed 
the luxuries this world had to offer. James challenged the 
one who was rich to take pride in his low position. Again, 
we need to consider what the apostle meant here. 

James reminded this wealthy brother that he would pass 
away like a wildflower. He reminded him that while that 
wildflower is beautiful and fragrant for a time, when the sun 
rises and brings the scorching heat of summer, its blossom 
falls and its beauty is destroyed. This is how the rich man 
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needs to see himself. He needs to be reminded that all he 
has could be taken from him in an instant. He has no ulti-
mate control over how long he is going to live and for how 
long he will be able to enjoy the riches he has accumu-
lated. In an instant, his life could be snuffed out. All the 
gold and riches he has accumulated will eventually waste 
away. Old age will come quickly and strip him of his ability 
to enjoy his wealth. One day he will stand before a holy 
God. God will not be impressed with all his fine clothes and 
bank accounts. These things will mean absolutely nothing 
on that day. He will stand side by side with the brother of 
humble circumstances. Together they will enter the pres-
ence of the Lord. His riches will not buy him a better man-
sion. If anything, they may have so distracted him 
spiritually in this life that his heavenly reward may be small. 

This rich brother needs to remind himself of who he is be-
fore God. He needs to remember that he is not given a 
greater place of honor in the heart of God because he has 
money. He needs to remember that all his wealth will per-
ish and eventually fade away. He will be stripped of all he 
has accumulated and stand naked before God who judges 
the heart. 

Before God, there is no difference between rich or poor. 
God sees the heart and looks beyond the outward appear-
ance. As His children, we need to see ourselves as God 
sees us. The temptation for the brother of humble circum-
stance is to feel unimportant and insignificant. This brother 
needs to remind himself of the wonderful position he has 
in the Lord Jesus. The rich man will tend to think more 
highly of himself than he should. He will need to remember 
that his riches are fleeting and will not impress the God 
who created the world. We need to think of ourselves as 
God thinks of us, not more but certainly not less either. 
May God enable us to find this balance. 
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For Consideration: 

• What does a believer who has nothing in this life 
have to rejoice in? 

• Why do the rich need to humble themselves? 

• With which of these individuals can you identify the 
most? What challenge does this passage bring to 
you today? 

• How important is it that we find a balanced view of 
who we are in Christ? What happens if we think 
more highly of ourselves than we ought? What 
happens if we think too little of ourselves? 

For Prayer: 

• Thank the Lord that He loves you just as you are. 
Thank Him that you are his child. 

• Ask the Lord to remind you of your need of Him in 
everything. 

• Thank the Lord that all you have comes from Him. 
Take a moment to surrender all you have to the 
Lord. Ask Him to use all that He has given you to 
build His kingdom.  





 

 

4  

T E M P T A T I O N ,   

S I N  A N D  G O O D  G I F T S  

Read James 1:12-18 

 We have been speaking here in this first chapter about 
the trials that come our way as believers. While God in-
tends to use these trials for our good, we can be sure that 
the enemy wants to use them to distract us and keep us 
from truth and maturity. As believers, we are called to en-
dure trials with the wisdom God provides and allow them 
to draw us closer to the Lord. In this next section of verses, 
James reminded his readers that there is a blessing for 
those who persevere under trials. 

The Lord Jesus taught that there is a blessing given to 
those who are persecuted for His sake. In Matthew 5:11-
12 we read: 

“Blessed are you when people insult you, perse-
cute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 
because of me.  Rejoice and be glad, because 
great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way 
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they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.”  

The Lord God knows what we are facing. He will not leave 
us without reward for our perseverance in times of trial for 
His namesake. We do not always see the blessing here on 
earth, but we can be sure that God will be faithful to His 
word and reward us in the age to come. 

The reward for persevering under trial is not reserved for 
heaven alone. The Lord draws near to those who seek Him 
and are willing to humbly endure trials and suffering for His 
name. These trials will draw us closer to God. Like pre-
cious metal in a refining furnace, our impurities are burned 
out, and we are purified and cleansed by fiery circum-
stances. We should not be afraid of difficult times and per-
secution. In fact, we ought to be encouraged that through 
them the Lord God is drawing us closer to Himself. There 
is an immediate blessing and also a great reward to come. 
In this, we ought to rejoice. 

James spoke in verse 12 about the crown of life that awaits 
those who persevere under trial. We should not see this 
necessarily as a literal crown to be worn throughout eter-
nity. We are not told anything about this reward. Some see 
the crown of life to refer to eternal life in the presence of 
God. Others see it as a special reward for those who have 
faced trials in life and overcome.  

In this life, there will be many temptations. Trials are differ-
ent from temptations. Trials can come in various forms. 
They may come in the form of sickness or persecution. 
They may also come in the form of rejection, mocking, or 
lies spoken against us. God will be with us in these trials 
and use them to draw us closer to Him. Temptations, on 
the other hand, are the attempt of the enemy or the voice 
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of our own sinful flesh seeking to cause us to turn from 
God and His purposes. If trials run their intended course, 
we are strengthened and better equipped to serve our 
Lord. On the other hand, if temptations run their intended 
course, they will lead us to disobedience and walking away 
from God. 

As believers, we will face both trials and temptations in this 
life. God can use the trials for our good. He may even send 
us trials to refine us and cleanse us of our sin. James re-
minds us here, however, that God will never tempt us to 
do evil (verse 13). God may call us to face struggle and 
difficulty, but He will never ask us to sin. If you find yourself 
in a situation where you are being tempted to turn away 
from God and His purpose for your life, you need to get out 
of that situation. While we need to persevere under trials, 
we need to flee temptation. 

Many of us do not make a distinction between trial and 
temptation. We want to flee from our trials and justify our 
temptations. When we flee from our trials, we are not 
trained by them. If we say that God is tempting us, we don’t 
flee from our temptation and thus find ourselves falling into 
sin. What James tells us here is that God will never tempt 
us to do evil. If you are being enticed to do evil, you can 
be sure that what you are facing is not from the Lord God, 
whose desire is that you live in purity of heart, body, and 
mind. 

Temptations also come from our sinful flesh (verse 14). 
The old nature feeds on sin and evil. We need to die to that 
old nature (Romans 8:13). We are called to flee from its 
lusts (2 Timothy 2:22). James tells us in verse 15 that if we 
listen to the evil desires of the flesh, the result will be sin. 
The flesh does not seek God and His ways. Its desire is 
contrary to God and His purposes.  
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If we allow those sinful thoughts, attitudes, and actions to 
grow in us, the result will be death. While there is a sense 
in which sin is the cause of physical death, what is more 
important is the spiritual death that occurs. Spiritual death 
is a separation from God. This is what sin does. It will sep-
arate us from fellowship with God.  

James cautioned his readers about being deceived. In this 
context, they were to be careful not to allow themselves to 
be deceived by the flesh into thinking that God was tempt-
ing them to sin or that God would not judge sin. They 
needed great discernment to distinguish between their tri-
als which God would use for good and temptations.  

James reminded them in verse 17 that God’s methods and 
purposes for our life are always good and perfect. This is 
an important principle for us to remember. What God gives 
is always good and perfect. It will lead us to obedience, 
purity, and holiness. This does not mean that what God’s 
does is always easy. Sometimes God will work through dif-
ficult trials. What God does in us, however, will always lead 
us into greater holiness and purity. If you want to discern if 
what you are facing is from God, then ask yourself if it is 
maturing you in righteousness. Does this trial produce 
greater holiness of life and deeper dependence on God, or 
does it draw you away from God into sin and evil? What 
God sends will always draw us closer to Him. What He 
sends will always be for our good and serve to perfect us 
in our walk with Him. 

We are reminded in verse 17 that God is a God of heav-
enly lights. Light represents holiness and purity. As a God 
of heavenly light, there is no darkness in Him at all. Never 
could He be accused of sin. Everything He does is perfect 
and holy. He will never change. We can count on Him as 
a holy and perfect God. We can accept without hesitation 
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whatever He sends our way, knowing that it will always be 
for our good and His glory. 

In verse 18 James makes it clear that this God of perfec-
tion and light chose us and gave us birth into His family. 
The birth referred to here is our spiritual birth. This gift of 
life came as a result of God’s sovereign choice. God is our 
Father, and He loves us as His chosen children. He cares 
for us and seeks only our blessing.  

Notice that we were given spiritual birth through the word 
of truth. That word was the gospel. It was this word that 
spoke of a Savior who came to forgive. When we accepted 
that word, we were born into the family of God. 

God’s desire is that we be the firstfruits of His harvest. The 
firstfruits were the first and best harvest crops that were 
dedicated to the Lord God (Exodus 23:19). This is who we 
are. We are the first spiritual fruit of the work of Christ on 
the cross, dedicated entirely to the Lord God. We are the 
first evidence of God’s new creation that is to come (2 Pe-
ter 3:10-13). 

 What we need to see here is that God’s desire as our spir-
itual Father is to care for us and lead us closer to Him. He 
will not lead us into sin and evil. His desire is to purify us. 
That purifying will not be easy but it will always bring bless-
ing. While God will use trials to strengthen and perfect us, 
He will never tempt us to sin. We must learn to distinguish 
between the trials God uses and the temptations of the 
flesh and the enemy that will draw away from God.  
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For Consideration: 

• What blessings come from trials? 

• Have you personally experienced how the Lord can 
use a trial in your life to purify and draw you closer? 
Explain. 

• How is perseverance a test of true faith? 

• What is the difference between a trial and a temp-
tation? 

• How should we deal with trials? How should we 
deal with temptations? 

For Prayer: 

• Thank the Lord that He only has our wellbeing in 
mind. 

• Thank God that as a Father of heavenly light, there 
is no earthly darkness of sin and evil in Him. Thank 
Him that He is completely trustworthy. 

• Ask the Lord to give you greater strength to perse-
vere under your trial. 

• Ask God to strengthen you to flee from tempta-
tions.   

 



 

 

5   

T H E  M I R R O R   

O F  G O D ' S  W O R D  

Read James 1:19-25 

We spoke in the last meditation about the difference be-
tween trials and temptations. James challenged his read-
ers to endure trials so that they could be matured in their 
walk with the Lord. Temptations, on the other hand, are 
quite different. They are intended to draw us away from 
the Lord and His purposes. We are to flee temptations. 

In verse 19, the apostle told his readers to be quick to lis-
ten and slow to become angry. How often have we be-
come angry with others without listening to their 
perspective? Could it be that the person who seemed to 
ignore you was under tremendous stress at home? Could 
it be that you misunderstood the intentions of others? How 
many conflicts could be avoided if we would only take the 
time to listen to our brothers or sisters before making a 
judgment? Instead of boiling over with anger, we may in-
stead feel compassion. Instead of speaking abusive 
words, we may find ourselves being more patient. When 
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we take the time to listen, we can often avoid conflict com-
pletely.  

James wrote in verse 20 that human anger does not pro-
duce the fruit of godliness. Anger is the root of many evils. 
When anger is allowed to produce its fruit in our lives, very 
often the result is disastrous. Human anger produces deep 
emotional wounds in families and in the church. Anger is 
something we need to treat very seriously. James tells us 
that anger can be dealt with by taking the time to listen 
before responding. 

Remember that the context of the book of James has to do 
with Christians facing persecution, trials, and temptations. 
We can understand how easy it would be in these times to 
become angry with those who make life difficult for us. 
James reminds us, however that anger is not the soil in 
which the fruit of God’s righteousness will grow. Instead of 
being angry about what was happening to them, James 
told His readers that they were to be joyful (1:2), steadfast 
(1:4), wise (1:4), full of faith (1:6) and humble (1:10). Only 
then could the fruit of God’s Spirit become evident and 
flourish in their lives in the midst of their trials. 

The second challenge James gave his readers in this sec-
tion had to do with moral filth and evil (see verse 21). The 
Greek word used for filth refers to those things that defile 
or make unclean. It could refer to sexual immorality, but 
also to other moral issues such as dishonesty or disre-
spect for one’s neighbor. There may be a connection here 
between the anger James speaks about in verse 19 and 
this moral filthiness. In our anger, we can respond inap-
propriately to one another. We can say things in our rage 
that are mean spirited and unkind. We can seek revenge 
by many ungodly words and actions. This is not the 
response of the righteous man to the trials he faces. 
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James told his readers to get rid of all such evil. Instead, 
the righteous person was to pursue purity and godliness 
by listening to the Word of God. Notice in verse 21 that 
God has put this word in the hearts of those who belong to 
Him. When we accepted the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus for 
the forgiveness of our sin, the Holy Spirit came to live in 
us. The Holy Spirit teaches and instructs us in the ways of 
the Lord. His ministry transforms us, opening our hearts to 
the truth and enabling us to live in that truth. James chal-
lenged his readers to listen to the truth of God’s Spirit and 
God’s Word and humbly submit to it. This was what was to 
guide them in their struggles. They were to reject anger 
and choose instead the truth of God’s Word. 

Notice also in verse 21 that James told his readers that 
this word could save them. Their hope was found in the 
Word of God. The gospel introduced them to the Lord Je-
sus as the Savior of the world. Scripture was their guide in 
how to live in the salvation they had experienced. Instead 
of being influenced by the moral filth and evil around them, 
they were instead to make this Word of God their guide in 
the struggles and trials that came their way. 

It is one thing to read or listen to the Word and another 
thing to be obedient. You can know what the Word of God 
says about a particular issue, but, if you do not do what it 
says, that word will have no effect on your life. This is 
something we need to be very serious about. Our 
churches are filled with people who know the truth, and yet 
we still see sin and evil in our midst. The reason is simply 
that we listen to the Word but do not take it seriously 
enough to do what it says. We also listen to our fleshly 
wisdom and lusts and push the holy Word of God aside. 
We need to set the Scriptures as our standard of practice.  
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James compared the person who listens to the Word but 
does not do what it says to a man who looks at himself in 
the mirror. He sees the dirt on his face and his uncombed 
hair. He then walks away without doing anything about it. 
He knows how dirty he is, but he doesn’t care. The pur-
pose of the mirror is to show us what we look like. Similarly, 
when we look into the Scriptures, they teach us about our-
selves. They show us the sin in our lives. They reveal 
these things about us so that we can repent and change 
our ways. 

Many people open up the Word of God and read what it 
says. They see the sin it exposes in their lives, but they do 
not make the necessary changes. They continue to live as 
they have always lived. They do not take the Word seri-
ously. 

In verse 25 James described a man who looked intently 
into the Word of God. Obviously, this man was studying 
Scripture with a clear purpose in mind. He wanted to un-
derstand himself and know more of God’s purpose and 
plan for his life. His desire was to make the necessary 
changes so that he could obey more fully.  

There are two promises in verse 25 for this kind of person. 
The first is that obedience to the Word brings freedom. Sin 
and evil can only cause bondage. There are individuals 
who choose to disregard the Word of God. They do this in 
the name of freedom, but the end result is bondage. Their 
lusts ensnare and bind them. They are quickly controlled 
by their addictions and pleasures. Eventually, these activ-
ities begin to emotionally choke them and leave them with 
a deep sense of emptiness. Nothing this world has to offer 
can truly satisfy and fill the emptiness of a godless soul.  
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People who choose lives of obedience to the Word of God, 
however, experience freedom they never knew before. 
They experience the satisfaction of loving and serving the 
Creator—the reason they were created. Through the 
knowledge of the Word, believers are set free from the 
bondage of sin and evil. They are set free to become eve-
rything God intended them to be. The Word of God brings 
freedom. 

The second promise in verse 25 for those who obey the 
Word of God is that they will be blessed. God chooses to 
bless obedience. This is evident in the Old Testament. 
When the children of Israel lived in obedience, they expe-
rienced victory over their enemies. When they turned from 
God, even their gardens did not produce the crops they 
needed. Imagine what our society would be like if we lived 
in obedience to the Word of God. Imagine the blessings 
that would come to our nations if we would take God’s 
Word seriously and live in obedience. When we live in dis-
obedience to the Lord, we hold back His blessings; but 
obedience will unlock those blessings. 

In this chapter, James speaks about persecution and trials 
in the lives of the believer. We are not immune to trials in 
this life. The natural tendency for us when we face the in-
justice and abuse of this world is to become angry and re-
sentful. James tells us that this response will never bring 
glory to God nor will it accomplish the purpose of God in 
our trial. Instead of becoming angry, we are to commit our-
selves to listen to the leading of the Spirit of God and walk-
ing in obedience to the truth of God’s word. Only then can 
we know the fullness of God’s blessing and purpose in our 
lives. 
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For Consideration: 

• What does James teach us about the importance 
of listening? Are you a good listener? Explain. 

• What is the fruit of anger? How has that fruit been 
evident in your life? 

• Is their evidence of moral filth and evil in your soci-
ety? How has the church been influenced by this? 

• How is the Word of God like a mirror? 

• What are the blessings of obedience to the Word 
of God? 

• What does James mean when he tells us that the 
Word of God has been planted in our hearts?  

• What is the teaching of James about how we are 
to face the trials we experience in this life? What is 
our natural tendency? What is God’s purpose for 
us? 

For Prayer: 

• Ask God to help you to be a better listener. Ask Him 
to help you to make the Word of God your priority 
in life 

• Ask God to break any anger in your life. 

• Ask the Lord to open your eyes and ears to hear 
what He is telling you in his Word. Ask Him to give 
you a deep commitment to walking in obedience. 

• Thank God that He has not left you without a guide. 
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P U R E  R E L I G I O N  

Read James 1:26-27 

For James, the proof of sincerity in the faith was in actions. 
He made it quite clear that if someone claimed to be a be-
liever, he or she would demonstrate this in the way they 
lived—particularly, regarding their manner of speech and 
their deeds of compassion. Let’s briefly examine this more 
closely. 

James began by telling his readers that if people consid-
ered themselves to be religious and did not keep a tight 
rein on their tongues, their religion was worthless. The 
word religion has to do with the outward ceremonies and 
practices of faith. This particular word appears only four 
times in the New Testament. The first is in Acts 26:5 where 
Paul spoke of being a member of the strictest sect of his 
former religion. The second is in Colossians 2:18 where 
Paul spoke of those who worshiped angels. The other two 
uses of this word are found here in this passage of James. 
The use of this particular word may indicate that James 
was speaking to a people who had an outward show of 
religion but whose hearts were not really touched by the 
power of the message of salvation. These were individuals 
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who thought that they were godly because they were in-
volved in all the celebrations of their faith. They followed 
the traditions without fault. 

James reminded these individuals, who took pride in their 
religious observances, that a test of their faith was not in 
how much they observed these outward celebrations but 
in how they used their tongues. What would you think of a 
faithful church attendee who had a reputation of being a 
real gossip and slanderer in the community? What would 
you think of the religion of people whose word you could 
never trust because they were always telling lies? What 
good would all the outward practices of their religion be? 
Of all the people in the New Testament, the Lord spoke 
most harshly to the Pharisees. They were the most reli-
gious people of the day, yet, despite all their religious ac-
tivity, they were hypocrites. Probably, the greatest damage 
to the church today comes from those who profess to have 
faith in the Lord Jesus but who do not live as Jesus lived. 

James told his readers that one of the clear evidences of 
a changed heart is in the use of the tongue. Speaking to 
the religious Pharisees of his day, Jesus said in Matthew 
12:34:  

You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say 
anything good? For out of the overflow of the heart 
the mouth speaks. 

What Jesus is telling us here is that what comes out of the 
mouth is an indication of what is in the heart. When our 
heart is evil, the words we speak will be evil. There have 
been times in my life when I have spoken words I regret-
ted. The words I spoke surprised even me. They came di-
rectly from my sinful heart. They exposed sin and evil that 
was lurking deep down inside. 
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James told his fellow believers in verse 26 that they 
needed to keep a tight rein on their tongues. If you have 
ever ridden a donkey or a horse, you will understand what 
this expression means. The rein is used to show a horse 
or donkey the direction to go. When the rider pulls back on 
the rein, the animal knows to slow or even stop. By keep-
ing a tight rein, a rider can more easily control a horse. This 
is what James was speaking about here. The tongue 
needs to be controlled so that it speaks only those things 
that please the Lord. This requires discipline and self-con-
trol, a fruit of the Spirit of God. If your heart is truly right 
with God, this will be demonstrated in the way you speak. 

James had a second matter to discuss with his readers. 
He told those who were disciplined in the outward celebra-
tions of faith that the kind of religion that God accepted had 
more to do with compassion and love than it did with the 
strict observance of traditions. Jesus told the story of a 
man who was robbed and left on the roadside, badly 
wounded. When the religious people of the day saw him, 
they walked by on the other side of the road, afraid that 
they might make themselves unclean by touching the in-
jured man. It was a hated Samaritan who stooped down, 
cared for the wounded man, and provided for all his needs 
(Luke 10:33-34). James was telling his readers that God 
would accept offerings such as those of this Samaritan, but 
would judge the evil of the religious hypocrites who had 
walked by this man in need. 

James tells us that pure religion has to do with showing 
compassion to those in need. If you say you are a spiritual 
person, then you will demonstrate this in how you care for 
and minister to those in need. James spoke about orphans 
and widows in particular, but this short list should not be 
seen as complete. There are many other vulnerable peo-
ple in our communities who are in need. 
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How easy it is for us to busy ourselves in church activities. 
As we are busy celebrating our faith, people around us are 
perishing. If you say you are a genuine believer, then you 
will minister as Jesus did. His heart of compassion will be 
in you as well. Your eyes will be opened to the needs 
around you. You will not be content to remain in your reli-
gious circle. You will not be afraid to risk getting dirty in 
order to reach out in compassion to those in need. If the 
Lord Jesus is reigning in your life and his Holy Spirit has 
filled you, then you will demonstrate His heart of compas-
sion and love for those around you. You will see their 
needs and be compelled by the Spirit of God to move out 
in kindness to minister to them. 

There is one final test of true religion in verse 27. James 
tells us that those who are truly religious keep themselves 
from being polluted by the world. This world has many 
temptations. There are many who see themselves as be-
ing religious but are caught up in the things of this world. 
They struggle with greed, immorality, lust, and material-
ism. They resort to dishonesty in their business and will-
ingly cheat their customers. Despite this, they are faithful 
in the outward show of their faith. They go to church and 
may even serve in some capacity, but they do not have 
victory over the world. James tells us that all their outward 
show of faith amounts to nothing. The person whose faith 
is real will have increasing victory over the things of this 
world. 

James told his audience that it is not enough to know the 
truth or even to engage in religious activities. Genuine be-
lievers will show their inner purity by controlling their 
tongue, helping those in need, and living in increasing vic-
tory over sin and the temptations of this world. 
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For Consideration: 

• What does the tongue reveal to us about the con-
dition of the heart? Have you ever found yourself 
saying things you regretted? What does this show 
you about your heart? 

• Who are the needy people around you? What is the 
heart of Christ toward these individuals? What is 
your heart for them? 

• How much victory are you experiencing over this 
world? Is there a growing sense of victory in your 
life?  

• Why is it dangerous to judge a person’s spirituality 
by how many times they go to church or do reli-
gious things? What is the true test of spiritual char-
acter? 

For Prayer:  

• Ask the Lord to give you increased control over the 
use of your tongue. 

• Ask the Lord to open your heart more to the needs 
around you. Ask Him to give you His heart for those 
He puts in your path. 

• Are there any particular sins you wrestle with in 
your life? Ask the Lord to give you victory over 
them. Surrender this part of your life to Him, and 
ask Him to break your attraction to these sins. 
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T H E  S I N  O F  F A V O R I T I S M  

Read James 2:1-9 

The epistle of James is very practical. The apostle spoke 
very directly to real issues in the church. Here in this 
section, he dealt with the problem of favoritism. Before ad-
dressing this passage, it is important that we consider what 
favoritism is. 

When James spoke of favoritism he was referring to the 
practice of judging people on the basis of their outward ap-
pearance. The person who shows favoritism is one who 
will look at the type of clothes a person is wearing and 
evaluate the person’s value on that basis. Favoritism gives 
preferential treatment to the person who has a high posi-
tion in society or has a lot of money. Sometimes favoritism 
is based on family background or skin color. There are 
many outward characteristics that can be used to judge 
someone. 

It is important that we distinguish favoritism from the con-
nection we naturally feel with certain individuals. For ex-
ample, there are certain personalities that we may be 
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drawn toward. Maybe we share common interests with 
certain people in our church. Maybe we feel a closer tie to 
certain people than others do. Even Jesus seemed to have 
certain disciples that He was closer to than others. We can 
have special friendships in our church without being guilty 
of showing favoritism. Friendship relates to shared inter-
ests and personality traits. Favoritism is the sin of judging 
someone’s human worth on the basis of outward appear-
ance. 

We need to understand that favoritism or prejudice is a sin. 
Before God, the poor man has the same value as the rich 
man. God does not prefer to answer the prayers of the rich 
more than the poor—He listens to all, regardless of social 
standing. When we judge people by external characteris-
tics and respond to them out of that prejudice, we are not 
acting in the Spirit, but forming an opinion by worldly stand-
ards.  

James made it quite clear in verse 1 that, as believers in 
the Lord Jesus, we are not to show favoritism. Notice the 
connection between the fact that we are believers in the 
Lord Jesus and the fact that we are not to show favoritism. 
As believers, we know how the Lord has treated us. If the 
Lord were to judge us as we often judge others, where 
would we be today? When we were at our worst, the Lord 
Jesus reached out in compassion to us. We received 
mercy when we did not deserve it. The Lord Jesus reaches 
out to both rich and poor. He reaches out to all, regardless 
of their outward appearance or influence in society. We 
who have received such grace need to be willing to show 
that same compassion and love for others. 

James gave an example in verse 2. He speaks here of a 
situation in which a man comes to a church meeting with 
a gold ring on his finger and fancy clothes. Just behind him 
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comes a poor man dressed in old tattered clothes. Imagine 
that the person who greets them both at the door decides 
to treat the rich man with special favor. He leads him to the 
best seat in the church, near the front where he has a place 
of honor. Looking at the poor man, he tells him to stand at 
the back door or to sit on the floor. 

James made it quite clear in verse 4 that if we treat indi-
viduals in this way, we are making a judgment on their 
value. We are revealing the evil thought that people of in-
fluence and wealth are more important than those who 
have little. James tells us that we are guilty of sin if we 
cater to the rich and shun the poor. God’s values are not 
the same as ours. God does not look at what is on the 
outside—He looks at the heart. Throughout the history of 
the church, God has chosen those who were of little value 
in the eyes of the world and done great things through 
them. He has saved and greatly used those who were out-
casts in the eyes of society. 

How we need to praise the Lord today that He does not 
base our value on how much money we have in the bank 
or by our influence in society. When Jesus came to this 
earth, He came as the son of a carpenter. This was a lowly 
and common profession in His society. Mary and Joseph 
were not rich by any means. Jesus was born in Bethlehem, 
which was in many ways a despised town in Israel. When 
He began His ministry, Jesus chose fishermen and tax col-
lectors to be His disciples. He forgave the woman who was 
caught in adultery when everyone else wanted to kill her. 
He reached out to the Samaritan woman when no other 
Jew wanted anything to do with her because of her race. 
There are many examples of how the Lord Jesus reached 
out to those who were despised by their society. He loved 
them for who they were. He did powerful things through 
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these social outcasts. These men and women became 
strong in faith and were very precious in the eyes of God. 

James reminded his readers of how the rich were exploit-
ing them. From a very human point of view, it was obvious 
that many of the rich people were evil in their thoughts and 
intentions. By showing partiality to the wealthy, the believ-
ers were honoring those who exploited them and dragged 
them to court. Many of these rich people were blasphem-
ing the name of the Lord. They were caught up in the love 
of money and possessions and did not see their need of 
God. While the church was favoring those who were op-
pressing them, they were oppressing the poor whom God 
honored. They were not seeing people as God saw them. 

Verse 8 reminds us that we do well if we love our neighbor 
as ourselves. We must learn to love the rich and the poor 
as we love ourselves. We are to minister to them as if we 
were ministering to ourselves. We should ask the question: 
How would I like this person to treat me? Having answered 
that question, we should then treat them accordingly. If we 
show favoritism, however, we sin and are guilty of breaking 
God’s law (verse 9).  

The challenge of this passage is to learn how to see peo-
ple as the Lord Jesus sees them. To judge people based 
on their outward appearance is to be very shallow in our 
thinking and to behave just like the world. This is a sin that 
needs to be confessed before God.  
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For Consideration: 

• What are some of the prejudicial standards we use 
in our day to evaluate people? 

• What is the difference between friendship and 
showing favoritism? 

• How does God judge us? 

• Have you ever found yourself guilty of judging peo-
ple based on outward appearance? Explain. 

For Prayer: 

• Ask the Lord to make you more aware of the times 
you have made judgments about people based on 
their outward appearance. 

• Thank the Lord that He loved you and did not judge 
you because of your social standing or bank ac-
count? 

• Ask the Lord to open your heart to the value of 
those who are social outcasts in society. 

• Thank the Lord that He can use us as we are. Offer 
yourself to Him with all your shortcomings.  

 





 

 

8   

M E R C Y  A N D  J U D G M E N T  

Read James 2:10-13 

James challenges his readers in their relationship with 
God as well as their neighbors. In the last meditation, we 
saw how James spoke about showing favoritism. He ex-
plained that favoritism is a sin in the eyes of God. Lest his 
readers think that prejudice is less significant than other 
sins, James wrote that to break any of God’s laws is to be 
guilty of breaking them all. 

How can it be said that a person who breaks one law is 
guilty of breaking all? Imagine that you are singing in a 
choir. In that choir is a man who cannot sing in tune. No 
matter how hard he tries, he simply cannot sing in harmony 
with the other choir members. What is the result? The mu-
sic is affected. What people hear is not in harmony. Be-
cause of one member, the music the choir sings is no 
longer pleasant to our ears. One person singing out of tune 
can ruin the whole song. Or imagine that you have a glass 
of cold water on the table before you. If someone comes 
alongside you and places a single drop of poison in that 
water, what will be the result? All the water must be thrown 
out because the poison affects the whole glass of water. 
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You cannot separate the poison from the water. Or have 
you ever banged your finger or stubbed your toe? Is the 
effect limited to just the area that has been hurt? Is not the 
whole body affected? 

What we need to understand is that sin affects every part 
of us. When I turn my back on God and fall into sin, I am 
guilty before Him. Because I am guilty, I deserve to be pun-
ished. The Bible makes it clear that the penalty for sin is 
death. Just as a drop of poison contaminates the whole 
glass of water, so a single sin poisons my whole life and is 
enough to separate me from God.  

We have a tendency to measure sins and rank them ac-
cording to severity. God does not do this. Sin is sin. A sin-
gle sin is enough to keep us from God. The holiness of 
God is such that even the smallest sin is an abomination 
to Him. John tells us that God is light and there is no dark-
ness in Him at all (see 1 John 1:5). This means that there 
is not even the faintest hint of sin in the Lord God. Those 
sins we hardly even consider significant are still an abom-
ination to God and will keep us from Him. 

To break a single law is to be a lawbreaker. God does not 
rate each sin. He simply gives us his law as a whole unit 
and tells us that this is the standard. He will not count out 
your sins and compare them to the sins of your neighbor. 
There is one standard and one punishment for all. The one 
standard is the law of God in its entirety. The one punish-
ment for breaking any part of that law is death. Anyone 
who breaks His law in any part is guilty enough to suffer 
the penalty of death. 

There are many people who believe that, because they are 
not as much of a lawbreaker as their neighbor, their pun-
ishment will be less. This is not how God sees it. If we do 
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not perfectly keep the law, then we are guilty. There is no 
grey area here. Either we perfectly keep the law or we are 
lawbreakers who are sentenced to eternal death. The 
standard is very strict. The law must be taken as a unit. To 
break even one is to be as guilty as the person who breaks 
them all. 

This places us under an impossible standard. While I may 
keep more of the law of God than someone else, I am still 
guilty of breaking the law, and, therefore, I fall short of His 
standard. No one except the Lord Jesus has ever been 
able to measure up to the standard God set out for us in 
the law. Each of us has fallen short in one way or other. 
The result of this is spiritual death and eternal separation 
from God. The law of God shows us that we were all sin-
ners. If salvation came by keeping the law, not one of us 
would ever be saved. It is for this reason that the Lord Je-
sus came. He came to offer us a way to God. Through the 
covering of His blood, we can be forgiven. He took the pen-
alty for our sins and died in our place. 

These verses tell us that we cannot compare ourselves to 
someone else. We cannot look at one sin and say that it is 
less significant than another because any sin is enough to 
keep us eternally from God. How important it is that we are 
in Christ and know His forgiveness. 

In verse 12 James challenged his readers to live as those 
who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom. 
We have just seen that the law of God, as found in the Old 
Testament, placed us under an impossible standard. The 
law of the Old Testament could never bring freedom. 
James is not referring to the Old Testament law here when 
he spoke of the law that gives freedom. When the Lord 
Jesus came to this earth, he died so that the penalty for 
our sins could be paid. This was not all He came to do, 
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however. He also came so that the Spirit of God could live 
in our lives. 

The Holy Spirit comes to lead us to the truth. He comes to 
empower us to live the life God requires. The law of God 
is written in the hearts and minds of those who know the 
presence of the Spirit of God in them. While the flesh is 
contrary to God and His purposes, believers live according 
to the leading, direction, and guidance of the Spirit of 
Christ who lives in them. The Spirit motivates them and 
leads them to understand the truths of the Word of God. 
James told his fellow believers to speak as those would be 
judged on this basis. They would be judged on the basis 
of their obedience to the Spirit of God in them and the truth 
the Spirit inspired. 

James makes a powerful statement in verse 13. He told 
his readers that judgment would be without mercy to those 
who showed no mercy and that mercy triumphs over judg-
ment. God sees how we act toward others. He knows our 
prejudices. How can we expect to know His blessing and 
mercy if we are unwilling to extend that same kindness to 
those around us? James reminds us that we will be judged 
by the same standards we use to judge others (see Mat-
thew 6:12-14; 1 Peter 3:7). 

In the larger context of these verses, James had been 
speaking about showing favoritism and judging people on 
the basis of outward appearance. Sometimes we choose 
to listen to the flesh and not the Spirit. In these times, we 
can very easily judge each other or look down on each 
other in the body of Christ. This verse reminds us that 
mercy is a more powerful tool than judgment. I have seen 
individuals walk away from the Lord because of a critical 
and judgmental spirit in a church. On the other hand, I 
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have seen love triumph and bring victory over sin in the life 
of a wanderer. Mercy can triumph where judgment will fail. 

James calls us in these verses to learn to walk in the truth 
of God’s Word and the leading of His Spirit. We are to 
speak and act as those who will be judged by God accord-
ing to how we live under the direction of His Holy Spirit in 
our lives. Did we speak words that were inspired by the 
Spirit of God or did we speak from the sinfulness of our 
human heart? Did we act in ways that were led by the Spirit 
of God or were we motivated by sinful lusts and impulses? 
The Spirit of God comes to lead us in ways that will glorify 
the Father and honour His Word. He teaches us how to 
speak and act toward each other. James tells us that true 
faith will impact our relationship with each other. We are to 
be sensitive to the law of the Spirit and what He is calling 
us to do and say. We are to be sure that in all our words 
and actions we are being led and motivated by the Spirit 
of God and the truth of His Word. True faith is a Spirit-led 
faith that impacts our relationships with those we come into 
contact with on a daily basis.  

  

For Consideration: 

• Why is it important that we see the law of God as a 
whole and not as individual parts?  

• How can it be said that if we disobey even one law, 
we are guilty of disobeying all? 

• What is the law that gives freedom? How does it 
differ from the Old Testament law? 

• What does James mean when he tells us that 
mercy triumphs over judgment? 
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• Are there people you need to show mercy to to-
day? Who are they? 

• How does speaking and acting as the Spirit of God 
teaches and leads impact our relationships with 
people around us? What difference would it make 
in relationships if we were all following the leading 
of God’s Spirit? 

For Prayer: 

• Thank the Lord for coming to pay the penalty for 
our sin. 

• Ask the Lord to enable you to more fully listen to 
the leading and guidance of the Holy Spirit in your 
life. Thank the Lord that by walking in tune with His 
Spirit, our relationships will be transformed. 

• Ask the Lord to enable you to show more mercy. 
Ask Him to forgive you for the times you have not 
shown mercy to others.  

• Thank the Lord that He has put His Spirit in us to 
lead us in very practical ways.  

 



 

 

9  

F A I T H  A N D  W O R K S  

Read James 2:14-26 

 This is probably the best-known passage in the book of 
James. James writes powerfully here about the connection 
between faith and works. His concern was to see people 
practice what they believed. It is very easy to say we have 
faith but to demonstrate that faith in real life is very differ-
ent. Let’s take a look at what the apostle James has to tell 
us here. 

James begins by asking a very important question in verse 
14:  

“What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to 
have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save 
him?”  

This passage has caused problems for theologians. Some 
see James promoting salvation by works. This, however, 
is far from the truth. James believed that true faith would 
be demonstrated by works. In other words, if people say 
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they believe in the Lord Jesus, this will be evident in how 
they live. 

Imagine that you meet a man who claims to be a believer 
but is living in sin with no desire to change his lifestyle. As 
you listen to him speak, there is no evidence of a changed 
heart. His language, his actions, and his way of thinking all 
reflect a worldly mindset. What are you to believe about 
this individual? If there is no visible demonstration of the 
life of Christ in him, then would there not be a reason to 
wonder if he is really saved at all? What James is telling 
us here is that true saving faith will have a powerful trans-
forming impact on the life of an individual. 

The apostle Paul was in complete agreement with James 
on this issue when he wrote:  

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new crea-
tion; the old has gone, the new has come!” (2 Co-
rinthians 5:17).  

Like James, there was no question in the mind of the apos-
tle Paul about this matter. When the Spirit of God comes 
to live in the heart of the believer, there will be a radical 
difference in the life of that individual. The Spirit of God 
comes to change and renew the mind and heart of the per-
son He indwells. He empowers and equips individuals to 
change their way of life and thinking. It was unthinkable to 
James and Paul that someone could claim to have saving 
faith in the Lord Jesus and not experience a powerful 
transformation. If the faith you profess to have has not 
changed your way of life and thinking, then you have rea-
son to question whether it is truly saving faith. This is what 
James was saying in verse 14. 
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For James, true faith was very practical. In verse 15 he 
gave an example of the difference between true and false 
faith. Imagine that a brother or sister in your community 
does not have food or clothing. What would you think of 
the faith of people who would wish this brother or sister 
well but not do anything about their need even though they 
had the resources to supply that need? 

In our day, we think of faith in terms of belief only. James 
reminds us that this not the Biblical definition of faith. Faith 
is belief and action working together. To say you believe 
something and never act on it is to deceive yourself. True 
faith ought to cause us to act on our beliefs. If I believe that 
God will provide, then I will move forward in faith and let 
Him provide. If I believe that God will enable me, then I will 
be obedient in areas that are beyond my human ability to 
handle. If I believe that God has called me to do some-
thing, then I will step out to do what He has called me to 
do. Faith and action walk hand in hand. Faith with no ac-
tion is not really faith at all (see verse 17). The proof of 
whether you or I have faith is found in what we do. 

One of the objections to the teaching of James here is 
found in verse 18. There were those who were saying that 
some had faith and others had deeds. In other words, 
there were some people who were gifted in faith. Others 
were gifted in ministries of helps. James answered this ob-
jection by asking these individuals to show true faith with-
out deeds. Is it possible for a person to have faith and not 
show that by their actions? Can a person have true faith 
and not have that faith move them or change them in some 
way? James believed that was impossible. True saving 
faith is life changing. It stirs us to action and motivates us 
to service and worship.  
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Belief and faith by themselves are of no value if they are 
not accompanied by action. Verse 19 reminds us that the 
demons of hell believe in God and know His power. These 
demons are more aware and confident in that power than 
we are. But the demons of hell will be cast forever in the 
lake of fire. Their belief in God and knowledge of His power 
is useless. If we say we believe God exists and that He is 
able to do all things, but do nothing about it, then our faith 
is no bigger than that of the demons of hell. They believe 
the same thing. Unless you use your faith to love and serve 
God, then it is of no value. Imagine putting gas in your car 
and never driving the car. If you never use the gas in your 
car, it will serve no purpose. In a similar way, faith that is 
not used is of no value (verse 20). 

In verse 21 James illustrated what he is telling us by using 
the example of Abraham. One day God called him to take 
his only son and offer him on an altar as a sacrifice. Abra-
ham heard the Lord and did what He said, even though it 
made no sense to him. God credited this to him as right-
eousness. God was pleased. Faith is the fuel that ignites 
the fire of action. In the case of Abraham, faith and action 
worked hand in hand (verse 22). When faith does its work, 
it will naturally lead to obedience. Maybe you have tried to 
light a fire that simply did not want to start. Imagine that 
you put some gasoline on that wood. What would happen 
then? The gasoline will ignite and set the wood on fire. This 
is what faith does. It ignites our stubborn hearts and minds 
and sets them ablaze and ready for action. Faith pushes 
us to action. 

God delights in this sort of faith. When Abraham moved 
forward in obedience to what he heard, God credited this 
to him as righteousness (verse 23). In other words, God 
was pleased with his actions. Not only that, but God was 
pleased to call Abraham his friend. 
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James reminds us that a person is justified or made right 
with God not only by faith but also by actions. This does 
not mean that people can be saved by what they do, but 
the evidence of true faith is seen in actions and changed 
lives. 

James illustrated this point in verse 25 with the example of 
Rahab the prostitute. Rahab hid two Hebrew spies who 
came to the land of Canaan (Joshua 2). She believed that 
God was going to give the Israelites victory over her own 
people. As a result, she chose to protect these individuals, 
risking her own life in the process. She believed that the-
ses spies served the true God. Her faith caused her to risk 
her life and turn her back on her own people. God honored 
that faith and protected her and her family. The power of 
faith is such that it will risk all for what it believes. 

James concluded by reminding his readers that just as the 
body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is 
also dead. For James, dead faith was useless. How we 
need to hear what James is telling us here. He is calling 
us to let true faith have its way in our life. When we open 
our hearts to the true faith, we will be moved to obedience 
and practical actions. What has God been putting in your 
heart? What are you hearing by faith from Him? Allow that 
faith to move you to obedient action. Move forward in con-
fidence and trust and demonstrate that your faith is real. 

  

For Consideration: 

• What is the evidence of true saving faith? 
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• What is the difference between what the demons 
believe about God and His power and what Abra-
ham believed? 

• What does faith enable us to do or to risk? 

• What did faith mean for Rahab? 

• What is the evidence of true saving faith in your 
own life? 

For Prayer: 

• Ask God to give you a faith that will move forward 
in obedience no matter the cost. 

• Ask God to show you what it is that keeps you from 
demonstrating true faith in your life. 

• Ask the Lord to increase your faith. 

• Thank God that He is worthy of our faith and confi-
dence. 



 

 

1 0  

T A M I N G  T H E  T O N G U E  

Read James 3:1-12 

In chapter 3 of his epistle, James returns to the subject of 
the use of the tongue (see 1:19, 26). The apostle firmly 
believed that genuine faith would be evident in very prac-
tical ways in the lives of Christians. The words people say 
are a vivid indicator of the condition of their heart. In this 
passage, James speaks of the use of the tongue as a 
measure of true faith.  

James opened this chapter with a brief exhortation to 
those who used their tongue to communicate truth.  James 
reminded teachers that with much knowledge comes much 
responsibility. Those who want to be teachers need to live 
by the principles they teach. Again, this shows the practical 
nature of James' teaching. According to James, while 
teaching is an honorable profession, it would be better not 
to teach than to teach and fail to heed one’s own instruc-
tion. James warned teachers that they would be more 
strictly judged by God. This ought not to frighten us or keep 
us from doing the will of God for our lives. Those who have 
been called to this position of teacher or preacher, how-
ever, need to minister with the fear of God in their hearts 
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and a deep burning desire to do the will of God by living 
what they preach. 

This is not to say that those of us who are teachers and 
preachers are to be perfect. If perfection were a require-
ment for teachers and preachers, no one would qualify. 
James made it very clear in verse 2 that we will all stumble 
in many ways in our life. None of us can claim perfection. 
We have all fallen short of the standard God has set for us 
in His Word. 

All of us need the mercy and forgiveness offered by the 
blood of Christ. While teachers will sin, they need to 
quickly repent and learn to walk in forgiveness and in 
growing obedience. They are not to persevere in any 
known sin but instead be restored to a right relationship 
with God.  

James tells us that a perfect man is one who is able to 
keep his body in check (verse 2). He compares this to a bit 
in a horse’s mouth in verse 3. The bit is put in the mouth 
of a horse to tell it where to go. We control the horse by 
means of this small bit.  

In verse 4 the apostle used the illustration of the rudder on 
a ship. The ship is a large vessel that is often tossed about 
by strong winds and waves. What controls the direction of 
a large ship? It is a small rudder under the ship that, when 
moved to one side or another, will steer the ship in the di-
rection the pilot wants to go.  

The bit in a horse’s mouth or the rudder on a ship are just 
small parts but capable of determining the direction of 
powerful objects. He who controls the rudder and the bit 
controls the course of the ship or the direction a horse will 
take. In a similar way, the flow of our lives and the direction 
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they take depends often on how much I am in control of 
my desires and appetites.  

James moves on from here to show just how difficult it can 
be to control the use of our tongue. James reminded his 
readers of just how small the tongue is in the human body 
and also of the incredible damage the tongue can cause 
(verse 5). While the tongue is small, it boasts of great 
things. How many men and women in history have 
boasted of their great achievements and accomplish-
ments? Some have even proclaimed themselves to be 
gods. The tongue makes great boasts. The lives and des-
tinies of men and women can be shaped by such boasts. 
The tongue that makes such boasts will be held account-
able for its blasphemy.   

James goes on to say that even a small spark can set a 
whole forest on fire. The tongue has the deadly power of a 
little spark. This little body part can corrupt the whole per-
son. It can do much damage to the body of Christ. The 
tongue can destroy our testimony. More than one ministry 
has been destroyed by the evil tongues of gossips and 
slanderers. 

James went as far as to say in verse 6 that the tongue gets 
its destructive flames from the fires of hell. Maybe you 
have experienced the evil and destructive force of a hell-
fired tongue. Maybe you have been the object of curses 
and slander. Maybe you have been the source of it.  

In verse 7 James spoke of all kinds of animals, birds, and 
reptiles that have been tamed. Even certain fish have been 
tamed by humans. Throughout the history of the world, 
however, no one has been able to perfectly tame the 
tongue (except for the Lord Jesus). Our tongues have 
lashed out on more than one occasion in our lives to do 
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their deadly work. Who among us can say that they have 
perfectly tamed and controlled their tongue? According to 
James, the tongue is a “restless evil” (verse 8). Evil grows 
and multiplies on the sinful, fleshly tongue. It is filled with 
deadly poison that, when released, will damage and de-
stroy. 

It is not that the tongue can only speak evil. James was 
quite aware that tongues can also worship God. The same 
tongue that praises God, however, can at a different time, 
curse people, who have been made in the image of God. 
On Sundays, we sing the praises of our Lord, but on 
Mondays, we might criticize or condemn a co-worker. This 
is clear evidence that the tongue has not been tamed. 
James wrestled with the fact that out of the same mouth 
would come praise for God and cursing of those who were 
created in His image. For James, it was like a single spring 
giving both fresh water and salt water. 

A fig tree cannot produce olives (see verse 12). Nor can a 
salt spring produce fresh water. For James, the evil tongue 
could not honor God. It needed to be checked. It needed 
to be bound and controlled so that it would not release its 
deadly poison. 

This chapter warns us of the dangers of the tongue. This 
little member of the body is capable of tremendous evil. It 
can do serious damage to the body of Christ and is capa-
ble of destroying whole churches. If left unchecked it will 
release its poison, infecting all it comes in contact with. 
James does not seem to believe that the tongue could be 
perfectly controlled in this life, but he wanted believers to 
make a serious effort to do so. The tongue draws its source 
from our hearts. It is a reflection of what is still to be con-
quered in us. James tells us that if our hearts are controlled 
by God, then this will be reflected in the way we use our 
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tongues. If we have true faith, it will be demonstrated in 
how we speak. The man or woman of faith will make every 
effort to control their tongue.  

 

For Consideration: 

• What does James tell us about the responsibility of 
a teacher? How important is it for a teacher to live 
out what he or she teaches? 

• What kind of damage can the unchecked tongue 
cause? Have you seen this damage first-hand? Ex-
plain. 

• What does your tongue tell you about the condition 
of your heart? 

• What is the connection between true faith and the 
use of our tongue? 

For Prayer: 

• Ask the Lord to help you to control your tongue. 

• Ask the Lord to forgive you for the times you have 
not controlled your tongue.  

• Ask the Lord to heal the damage that your tongue 
may have caused others.  

• Ask the Lord to give you the courage to seek the 
forgiveness of those you may have offended by the 
improper use of your tongue. 

 





 

 

1 1  

W I S D O M  F R O M  A B O V E  

Read James 3:13-18  

In this next section of chapter 3, James expressed concern 
for believers to live by heavenly wisdom and not by earthly 
wisdom. He challenges the believer to demonstrate this 
heavenly wisdom by good conduct (verse 13).  

Wisdom cannot be separated from conduct. To the Jewish 
mind, godly wisdom was the art of skillfully applying 
knowledge to life in such a way that God received the glory 
and honor due to His name. 

Notice in verses 14 and 15, that James made a distinction 
between the wisdom of this world and the wisdom of God. 
James tells us that the wisdom of the world harbours bit-
terness and envy and is filled with selfish ambition. He 
went on to say that earthly wisdom is unspiritual and 
comes from the devil. There are some important things we 
need to see in these verses. 
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First, notice that there is a wisdom that even the unbeliever 
can have. The unbeliever can be wise in the things of busi-
ness or dealings with fellow human beings. The key char-
acteristic of worldly wisdom, according to James, is 
selfishness. Those who have earthly wisdom are con-
cerned with how to profit for themselves. They have real 
skill in promoting their own interests. When earthly wisdom 
does not get what it wants, however, it becomes envious 
or bitter. 

Verse 14 reminds us that earthly wisdom can also lead to 
boasting and pride. Maybe you have met individuals who 
have boasted of their achievements and accomplishments 
in this life. Through their own wisdom, they have built large 
businesses or ruled well in government. Some have built 
large churches and administer them well. They look back 
on what they have achieved and are proud and boastful. 
They truly believe that it is because of their great wisdom 
that these things have been achieved. 

Second, according to verse 15, worldly wisdom is unspir-
itual. It is from the devil. In other words, earthly wisdom is 
a system of thought that removes God from its considera-
tion. Earthly wisdom has nothing to do with God. Men and 
women make and carry out their own plans without con-
sulting God or considering His purposes. The devil is quite 
happy to have this happen. He encourages us to live our 
lives from such a godless perspective. Back in the Garden 
of Eden, Satan used worldly wisdom to convince Eve to 
eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. He 
skillfully convinced her of the "benefits" of tasting its fruit. 
He continues to do this today. Many are deceived by his 
godless wisdom.  

Worldly wisdom is not just found in the unbeliever. It can 
also be found in the church of our day. Often our churches 
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and Christian organizations are run like worldly busi-
nesses. Repeatedly, in the pages of the Old Testament, 
the Israelite kings would seek the Lord about whether they 
should go to battle. They wanted to know God's heart. This 
is not always the case in the church. Many churches are 
built by human wisdom. We set our own goals and agen-
das and promote our own ideas without seeking the Lord. 
We do this in the name of the Lord but we have not truly 
consulted Him and sought His will.  

How important it is for us to seek the ways of God and not 
depend on our own reasoning. Earthly wisdom will not ad-
vance the kingdom of God. We can build big churches by 
means of worldly wisdom. We can draw a crowd and 
please people but is the kingdom of God advanced? Are 
we closer to God? Is He receiving the glory? 

We need superior wisdom to overcome the power of evil. 
Satan is not threatened by our earthly skills and wisdom. 
His efforts are destroyed, however, by the wisdom that 
comes from God. 

According to verse 16, earthly wisdom is by nature selfish 
and causes disorder. The personal ambitions, deceptions, 
and hypocrisy of earthly wisdom will inevitably lead to ri-
valries and resentment. As relationships deteriorate, dis-
order and confusion increase. In this demonic 
environment, every kind of sin imaginable is present. 

In contrast to this evil earthly wisdom is the wisdom that 
comes from heaven. Heavenly wisdom is pure (verse 17). 
This means it is free from sin and defilement. There is no 
selfishness or bitterness in heavenly wisdom. It concerns 
itself with what is right and not with personal profit. There 
are no hidden motives in heavenly wisdom. It is sincere 
and selfless. Its only desire is the will of God and His glory.  
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Another characteristic of heavenly wisdom is that it is 
peace-loving. While earthly wisdom causes turmoil and 
misunderstanding, heavenly wisdom creates unity. The 
heart of heavenly wisdom is encouragement and consid-
eration of others. This wisdom does not lift itself up above 
others but, like the Lord Jesus, willingly lays down its life 
to serve in a humble and submissive way. 

The wisdom that comes from God is also full of mercy, 
compassion, and forgiveness. It does not return evil for evil 
but shows mercy to those who have wronged it. It forgives 
and forgets, whereas, worldly wisdom will keep an account 
of wrongs suffered. 

The wisdom that comes from above is impartial and sin-
cere. It is not a respecter of persons. In other words, it does 
not look on the outward appearance. It is honest and open 
in its dealings with everyone. Its concern is that truth and 
justice prevail. 

James reminds us that the fruit of heavenly wisdom is a 
harvest of righteousness. If you want your ministry to count 
for the Lord, you need this wisdom from heaven. If you 
want to live a life that pleases God, then you dare not trust 
your own reasoning. Day by day, we need to seek the Lord 
and His purpose. We need to saturate ourselves in the 
teaching of the Word of God. We also we need to seek his 
leading and direction in our lives and ministries. For this, 
we need to enter a deeper communion with God. We need 
to die to our own ideas and plans and seek the Lord for 
His. We must learn to trust His leading more than we trust 
our own understanding. 
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For Consideration: 

• What are the characteristics of earthly wisdom? 

• How does heavenly wisdom differ from earthly wis-
dom? 

• Where does heavenly wisdom come from? 

• Have you ever found yourself trying to minister or 
live by means of your own earthly wisdom?  What 
fruit can you expect from earthly wisdom? 

• Why is heavenly wisdom necessary to produce a 
harvest of righteousness? 

For Prayer: 

• Ask the Lord to forgive you for the times when you 
have ignored heavenly wisdom and chosen to do 
things your own way. 

• Thank the Lord that He is so willing to give us His 
wisdom. 

• Ask the Lord to open your heart and mind more and 
more to His purpose. Ask him to give you wisdom 
for this day. 

• Ask the Lord to give you a greater desire to seek 
Him and His purpose in all things.  

 





 

 

1 2  

F R I E N D S H I P  W I T H  T H E  

W O R L D  

Read James 4:1-6 

In the last meditation, James discussed the differences be-
tween the wisdom from heaven and the wisdom of this 
world. One of the clear differences noted between the two 
was that, while heavenly wisdom leads to humility and 
peace, earthly wisdom leads to pride, envy, and bitterness. 
As we begin chapter 4, James speaks about this envy and 
bitterness and how it manifested itself in fights and quar-
rels.  

In verse 1 James bluntly asked the question: “What causes 
fights and quarrels among you?” Obviously, James was 
writing to believers who were struggling in their relation-
ships. They were having problems demonstrating their 
faith in practical ways toward each other. James wants to 
address this issue. 

Having asked about the cause of quarrels, James pro-
ceeded to answer this question himself. He reminded his 
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readers that these fights came from their own desires bat-
tling within them. These desires came from their fleshly na-
ture. The flesh was jealous and envious when someone 
else was blessed. It wanted to be first.  

If these believers had been listening to the Spirit, they 
would have been content with what they have. They would 
have rejoiced when someone else was blessed. They 
would have been happy for them and would have done 
their part to add even more to their blessing. They would 
sacrifice their own interests for the sake of their brothers 
and sisters in Christ. 

Listening to the desires of the flesh, however, things were 
very different. When the flesh does not get what it wants, 
it becomes jealous, envious and bitter. It will quarrel and 
fight to get what it wants. These evil desires begin to con-
trol their thoughts and actions and become the focus of our 
life. How can we overcome the evil desires of the flesh? 
James provides some practical suggestions in this pas-
sage. 

In verse 2 James stated that we do not have because we 
do not ask God. There is an important principle here we 
need to understand. James was encouraging believers to 
commit all desires to the Lord God. He was not implying 
that God would always give us everything we ask for but 
that we should bring our requests to Him. When we ask 
God about the desires of our heart, He may say "yes" or 
He may say "no". What is important is that we commit 
these desires to Him, seeking His wisdom and guidance. 
He will give us all we need. God should be the source of 
our blessing. What He chooses not to give we accept as 
being His will. What He does give we praise Him for His 
blessing. Either way, we surrender our desires to Him. If 
you want to deal with the desires of your flesh, the first 
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thing you need to do is bring them to God and accept His 
will with an obedient and humble heart.  

The second thing we need to do with the desires that well 
up inside us is to examine our motives. James told his 
readers in verse 3 that the motivation behind these desires 
was not always godly. In some cases, the motivation is the 
satisfaction of fleshly passions and not the glory of God. 
On other occasions, these desires are the result of an 
adulterous love for the world.  

We should not be misled by this into thinking that the Lord 
God is against our pleasure. On the contrary, He has given 
us many things to enjoy in this world. Sometimes these 
things, however, become more important to us than God 
Himself. God must be first in our hearts.  

As we seek God about our desires, we need to ask the 
question: Is my motive to please and honor God, or am I 
only concerned about myself and my own pleasure? Am I 
willing to sacrifice what I desire if God asks me to do so? 

In verse 4 James called believers to remember their rela-
tionship with the Lord God. If you are a believer today, you 
have entered a relationship with your Lord. He is your Lord 
and Savior. You have committed yourself to be faithful to 
Him. You have given your life to Him. To turn your back on 
him for the things of this world is to be guilty of spiritual 
adultery. The desires that war in our flesh must never take 
the place of our Lord. He must be first in our heart.  

James also reminded his listeners that friendship with the 
world is hatred toward God (verse 4). Friendship with the 
world will only take our eyes off the Lord Jesus. We need 
to ask ourselves if our desires will cause us to be unfaithful 
in our commitment to serve Christ as absolute Lord. Will 
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they take my eyes from Him as my true friend? Just as a 
husband desires the full devotion of his wife, so God seeks 
our full attention and devotion. 

James went on to tell his readers in verse 5 that the Scrip-
tures teach that the Spirit of God, who lives in believers, 
envies intensely. That is to say, He is intensely jealous for 
our affection. How important it is that we keep this in mind 
as we wrestle with the desires of the flesh. No husband is 
happy to see his wife turn her attention to another. God is 
not happy when we turn our attention to the things of this 
world. He longs for us and our attention. His heart cries out 
for us with intense jealousy. When you hear your flesh cry 
out for satisfaction, take a moment to consider the intense 
love of God for you as His child. Take a moment to remem-
ber that He died for you and your salvation. His heart cries 
out for your love and devotion. He loves you as no one 
else has ever loved you. Never will you find another love 
like His. Let the reality of this love touch your heart. When 
you truly understand the intense jealousy of the Lord for 
you, the desires of the flesh will lose something of their 
appeal. 

James reminds us in verse 6 that God gives more grace to 
the humble but opposes the proud. The context here re-
lates to the sinful desires of the flesh. We know that the 
flesh is very powerful. We have all felt its pull in our lives. 
What James seems to be saying here is that in those times 
when the battle rages in us, God is willing to give more 
grace. His grace will be sufficient to meet the temptation of 
the hour. If you want to do what is right, the Lord will give 
you the grace necessary to resist evil and overcome the 
temptation. If, however, you stubbornly persist in your 
fleshly desires, you push the Lord aside. He gives His 
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grace to those who humbly want to receive it but with with-
draw that grace from those who arrogantly reject His pur-
pose.  

When faced with the evil desires of the flesh, James tells 
us to bring these desires to God and seek His wisdom. He 
challenges us to examine our motives. Are they for the 
glory of God, or are they for our own pleasures? Will these 
desires keep us from God or take our attention from Him 
and His intense love for us? For those who humble them-
selves and seek God and His purpose, James promised 
that God’s grace will be manifested abundantly to them. 

  

For Consideration: 

• What fleshly desires have you had to face? 

• What principles did James give us to help us deal 
with fleshly desires? 

• What do we learn about the intense love of God for 
us? 

• Are all desires sinful? When do our desires be-
come sinful? 

 For Prayer: 

• Ask the Lord to give you victory over the sinful de-
sires of the flesh.  

• Thank the Lord for His intense longing and jealousy 
for you. 

• Ask the Lord to increase your love and devotion to 
Him. 



James and 1, 2 Peter 

 

76

• Thank Him for His promise to give all the grace we 
need if we will humbly seek Him and willingly walk 
in obedience to His purpose.  



 

 

1 3  

T H E  W A Y  U P  

Read James 4:7-10 

What is the way to a full and meaningful life for the be-
liever? In this passage, James revealed how we can find 
true joy and meaning in life. 

Submit to God 

James begins this section by telling his readers that if they 
wanted to know the fullness of God and His blessing in 
their lives, they needed to submit to Him and His purpose. 
The word “submit” is a military term describing how sol-
diers arranged themselves under the command of their of-
ficers. It should be noticed, however, that this submission 
was voluntary. The enemy would be forced into submis-
sion, but the soldier would offer himself willingly to obey 
the commands of his military superiors. James was telling 
his fellow believers that they needed to voluntary surren-
der to the Lord God.  

The world looks at this and does not understand how this 
could possibly bring meaning and purpose to life. It is 
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those who want to be free from God and do their own thing 
who find themselves desperate and vainly seeking pur-
pose in this world. Only in surrender to God can we dis-
cover real significance. God created us and He knows 
what is best for us. His ways were never meant to bind or 
restrict us. On the contrary, they enable us to live our lives 
to the fullest. The corrupt world system cannot give us 
what we need. Submission to God is our only hope of find-
ing meaning and purpose.  

Resist the Devil 

James tells his readers next that they needed to resist the 
devil. Satan’s desire is to cause the believer to doubt, 
deny, and disobey the Word of God. There is a connection 
between submitting to God and resisting the devil. We re-
sist the devil by submitting to the Lord God and His ways. 
To resist is to hear the Lord and follow His commands. By 
turning to the Lord, we are turning away from the devil and 
his deceptions.  

We resist by surrendering to the Lord in everything. This 
will take everything we have. It will require that we die to 
all our desires and seek Him alone. It will mean ridding 
ourselves of everything that distracts us from purity and 
godliness. As we continue to resist by submitting to the 
Lord, the promise of James is that the enemy will flee from 
us. The enemy hates holiness and purity of life. We must 
not give him a foothold in our lives. 

Come Near to God 

The third challenge of James is to come near to God. 
There is a difference between submitting to God and com-
ing near to God. A soldier can submit to the commands of 
his superior officer and still not be close to that officer. A 
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slave can submit to his master but still remain distant. God 
is calling us to come near to Him as to a friend or lover. 
God is calling us to intimacy. We can submit to God and 
still not enjoy an intimate relationship with Him. There are 
those who live in submission to God who do not delight in 
Him. God is looking for those whose hearts long to draw 
near to Him. He is looking for people whose desire is not 
just to obey but also who are willing to love Him with all 
their hearts. When we experience this level of intimacy 
with God, submitting to Him is no longer a duty. It is a 
pleasure for those who experience this nearness. If we are 
going to experience the fullness of life, it must be in the 
context of intimacy and love for God. 

Wash Your Hands 

Washing our hands is a symbol of dealing with the sins 
that stain our lives. We have all done things we are not 
proud of in this life. None of us can perfectly submit to God 
even if we love Him deeply. We will all fall short of His 
standard. James is telling us that when this takes place we 
are to come to God, confess our sins and seek His cleans-
ing. Only Christ can forgive those sins and make us clean 
again. No matter how small that sin is, bring it to the Lord 
God for forgiveness. If we want to understand the true 
meaning of life and live life to its fullest, we will need to 
cast off every sin that keeps us from God and His pur-
poses. We must wash our hands and be clean before Him. 

It is very interesting that James did not say to wash our 
hands first before drawing near to God. The reality of the 
matter is that we can’t wash our hands until we first draw 
near to God who alone can make them clean. There are 
many who believe that they have to get everything right in 
their lives before they come to God. We must come to Him 
first. He will do the washing and cleansing. 
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Purify Your Hearts 

Not only do we need to wash our hands by seeking for-
giveness from God, but we also need to purify our hearts. 
It is one thing to seek forgiveness for sin but another to 
have a change of heart about that sin. You can be sorry 
that you committed adultery and no longer commit this sin 
while in your heart, you secretly continue to lust. When 
your heart is purified, you are cleansed of the desire as 
well as the act. God not only wants us to stop sinning. He 
also wants us to stop desiring sin. Don’t stop halfway. 
Seek God about removing the desire in your heart for sin. 
Ask Him to purify your heart. Only when we are freed from 
these evil desires, can we experience the fullness of God’s 
purpose for our lives. 

Grieve, Mourn, and Wail 

To grieve, mourn, and wail has to do with brokenness over 
sin. Those who grieve and mourn recognize that they have 
offended a holy God. There can be no joy and happiness 
in the Christian life until we learn to have a godly sorrow 
over sin and evil. 

There is another aspect to this grieving and mourning. God 
does not call us to a life of ease. He calls us to do battle 
by resisting the enemy. This battle is not easy. There will 
be suffering and struggle in the spiritual battle before us. 
God is looking for a people who are ready to face the strug-
gle. Those who are ready to be afflicted in the present war-
fare will experience blessing and renewal in this life and in 
the life to come. James was not calling believers to be joy-
less. He was calling for a serious lifestyle. This is a time of 
battle. Eternal rest is coming but for now, we must do bat-
tle. Only those who engage in this battle against evil and 
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ungodliness can know the fullness of God’s purpose for 
them.  

Humble Yourselves 

James’s final challenge in these verses was for humility 
before the Lord. Those who are humble will not lift them-
selves above God but surrender to Him and His will. They 
will recognize their guilt, confess and grieve over their sin. 
They will willingly surrender every selfish pleasure for the 
cause of their Lord.  

The promise in verse 10 for those who humble themselves 
is that the Lord God will lift them up. They will be honored. 
They will know the fullness of joy and blessing in their Lord. 
Their life will have significance and purpose. All this comes 
by rejecting the world, resisting the devil, and humbling 
ourselves before God. 

  

For Consideration: 

• What does it mean to submit to God? 

• What is the connection between submission to God 
and resisting the devil?  

• What is the difference between submitting to God 
and drawing near to God? What does this tell us 
about what God is looking for in us? 

• What is the difference between washing our hands 
and purifying our hearts? Are there sins you no 
longer practice but still desire? Is God able to purify 
your heart of this desire? 

• What do we learn here about the difficulties of the 
Christian life? 
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• What did James mean when he said that God will 
lift us up? What are the conditions for this lifting up? 

• Are you experiencing the fullness of life the Lord 
wants to offer? If not, consider what we have 
learned in this section. What needs to happen for 
you to experience deeper fullness in your Christian 
life? 

For Prayer:  

• Ask the Lord to search your heart to see if there is 
any place where you are not fully surrendered to 
Him. 

• Ask the Lord to give you the grace to draw nearer 
to Him. Ask Him to enable you to grow in intimacy 
with Him. 

• Ask the Lord to remove any desire in your heart for 
the ungodly things of this world that keep you from 
experiencing fullness in Him.  



 

 

1 4  

J U D G I N G  O U R  N E I G H B O R  

Read James 4:11-12 

James moved on to another very practical matter in the 
body of Christ. Here in this next couple of verses, he 
speaks about slandering and judging one another. 

James begins in verse 11 by telling his readers not to slan-
der one another. To slander is to speak evil with intent to 
harm. The idea is that the individual uses the tongue as a 
weapon to hurt others. The tongue is capable of great evil. 
It can destroy the reputations of people and bring them to 
despair. 

Notice how James connected speaking evil of one another 
with judging. In order to speak evil or slander someone, we 
have to make a judgment about that person. Slander is 
verbalized judgment. We make a judgment about an indi-
vidual (whether it is true or false) and then announce that 
judgment to others in such a way that the person is 
harmed. James stated that when we make a judgment 
about our brother or sister, we speak against the law and 
judge the law. This merits some consideration. 
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James reminded those who condemn fellow believers for 
breaking a law of God, that in speaking slanderous words, 
they were themselves breaking the law. They became just 
as guilty as the lawbreakers they were condemning. 

The problem went much deeper than this, however. These 
individuals looked down on their brothers or sisters. Like 
the Pharisees of the New Testament, they were condemn-
ing others while breaking the law themselves. They re-
fused to see what they were doing as sin. They justified 
their words by saying that they were seeking the glory of 
God, but in reality, they were acting in pride. By ignoring 
their own sin while condemning the sins of others, these 
individuals were guilty of choosing which laws needed to 
be obeyed and which ones didn’t. They placed themselves 
above the law, interpreting it the way that suited them best. 
These individuals were like the people Jesus spoke of in 
Matthew 7:3:  

“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your 
brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in 
your own eye?” 

James reminded his audience in verse 12 that there is only 
one Lawgiver and Judge. The Lord God gave the law and 
judges those who break it. He alone can judge righteously. 
He alone is perfect and worthy of judging sinners. Who are 
we to judge the sins of others when we ourselves are just 
as guilty? How easy it is for us to be like the individuals 
James spoke about here. We speak out against our 
brother because he has fallen short but ignore all the areas 
in our lives where we have fallen short. God does not take 
this lightly. He sees the hypocrisy of our hearts and will 
judge us. 
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There is one more issue that we need to consider here. If 
we are not to judge our brother, how is any kind of church, 
discipline possible? Let me conclude with a few points re-
garding the practice of church discipline. 

Jesus stated in Matthew 18:15-17 that when a brother falls 
into sin, we are to approach him personally and show him 
his fault. If he refuses to listen, we are then to take one or 
two witnesses with us. If still he does not listen, we are to 
bring him before the church. If he will not listen to the 
church, we are to treat him as an unbeliever. We need to 
notice several things here. 

First, the guilty individual is spoken to privately about the 
sin. There is no slander here. The person who has been 
offended simply tells the offending brother or sister what 
they have done. The purpose is to restore them to a right 
walk with God. 

Second, if the guilty individual refuses to repent, witnesses 
are called. Only one or two witnesses meet with the of-
fending party. Still, the matter is private. These witnesses 
are brought in not only to witness the refusal of the offend-
ing person to be reconciled but also to witness the attitude 
of the one who has been offended and to confirm the va-
lidity of the accusation or offense. In bringing in these wit-
nesses, the offended party allows himself or herself to be 
examined as well.  

The issue is not brought to the church until these wit-
nesses discern that it is necessary. The matter is dealt with 
privately and with humility until such time as it is discerned 
that the attitudes of either party will affect the whole body. 
The goal is always for harmony and unity in the body of 
Christ. 
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There is a difference between an individual looking down 
on a person in judgment and an individual who is seeking 
unity in the body by removing obstacles that hinder unity. 
By following the principles of Matthew 18, both parties in-
volved are examined by the church leadership. There is no 
slander in this case but a quiet submission to the purposes 
of the Lord. 

There are those who would use these verses in James to 
say that the church has no right to say anything about an 
individual walking in sin. They say that we should not judge 
anyone. The assumption is that we can do what we want 
and the church really ought not to say anything about it. 
This cannot possibly be the case. Sin must be dealt with 
in the body of Christ. This by nature requires a certain judg-
ment. 

What we cannot judge is the intentions of the heart of our 
brother or sister. God alone can discern the intents of the 
heart. By calling a brother or sister to repent of a sin that 
is clearly laid out in Scripture is not a personal judgment. 
The Word of God alone judges the individual. We simply 
challenge them to walk in the light of Scripture. 

James calls us to humility and sincerity in our relationship 
with brothers and sisters in Christ. He rebukes those who 
would lift themselves up as judges and speak evil of others 
when they themselves are just as guilty of sin. Instead, He 
calls for a spirit of humility in dealing with a brother or sister 
in Christ who has wandered from the path of truth. Those 
who challenge a brother or sister about their sin must first 
recognize that they too have fallen short. It is our goal to 
encourage each other to deeper levels of commitment to 
Christ. To do this we challenge and stimulate one another 
in humility as fellow sinners seeking to walk as God would 
have us walk.  
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For Consideration: 

• Who alone is worthy to be the judge? How is the 
judgement of God different from our own? 

• Have you ever found yourself looking at others and 
judging their actions and intents while ignoring your 
own sin? Explain. 

• What is the difference between judging others in 
pride and challenging each other to walk in the path 
God has set for us? What role does Scripture have 
here as judge? What role does humility play? 

For Prayer: 

• Ask the Lord to forgive you for the times you have 
judged your brother or sister without looking at your 
own sin. 

• Ask God to give you more patience with those who 
have fallen short of His standard. Ask Him to give 
you love for these individuals. 

• Ask God to help you to understand the difference 
between judging others in pride and a sincere de-
sire for the health spiritual walk of a brother or sis-
ter in Christ? 





 

 

1 5  

B O A S T I N G  O F  T O M O R R O W  

Read James 4:13-17 

James placed a large emphasis in this epistle on the use 
of the tongue. He reminded his audience in chapter three 
of the difficulty in controlling the tongue and the destruction 
it can cause. In the last meditation, he spoke about slan-
dering and speaking evil of one another. Here in this final 
section of chapter 4, he speaks about another evil use of 
the tongue—boasting. 

Who among us has not found themselves making plans for 
tomorrow? While this is not a bad thing, sometimes we fail 
to realize that tomorrow is not in our hands. James writes 
here about individuals who were making plans to go to a 
certain city, spend a year, and do business. Their intention 
was to make lots of money. While making plans is im-
portant, what we need to realize is that we do not know 
what will happen tomorrow. The reality of the matter is that 
we do not even know if we will even be alive tomorrow. 
James compared our lives in verse 14 to a mist that ap-
pears for a time and then vanishes. 
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There are so many things we take for granted in this life. 
We assume that we will live a long life in full health. A car 
accident some time ago helped me to understand that we 
do not have control over our lives. Our lives are in the 
hands of God. Our health or any other circumstance can 
change in an instant. 

James challenged his readers in verse 15 to take the Lord 
into their plans. He challenged them to say: “If the Lord 
wills, we will live and do this or that.” We often become 
frustrated or angry because things did not go our way. We 
get frustrated because we have not fully accepted the fact 
that God is the Lord of each day and has the right to do 
with each day as He pleases. We must learn to accept 
what He brings our way. 

There is something else we need to learn from this pas-
sage. Because we are not lords of tomorrow, we need to 
seek God about His will and purpose for each day. How 
often have we planned our day as if we could do whatever 
we wanted? If God is Lord of each day, then we need to 
seek His will for each day. A servant seeks the will of the 
master in everything. Don’t just include the Lord in your 
plans; make Him Lord of your plans. We don’t know what 
tomorrow will bring, but He does. His purpose is better 
than ours. We must learn to be seekers of His will every 
day of our lives. 

There is one more thing I would like to mention in this con-
text. If we are not in control of each day and cannot deter-
mine if we will live or be in health, then we must learn to 
thank and praise the one who has given us each day. 
Every day we live and experience the blessing of God is a 
day for us to give thanks. God is in control of our circum-
stances. God pours out His blessings on us. God makes 
His plans succeed in us. We need to learn to be a thankful 
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people. Instead of boasting of what we will do and where 
we will go, we need to learn to submit ourselves to God in 
all humility and recognize that everything comes from Him. 

James concludes this section in verse 17 with a powerful 
warning. He stated that if people know the good they ought 
to do and do not do it, they have sinned. James has been 
reminding us that we need to seek the will of the Lord in 
our plans for each day. It is one thing to seek the will of the 
Lord and another to listen to that will and obey. How many 
times in the course of a week have we felt the gentle nudge 
of the Spirit of God to do something? How many times has 
the Spirit of God put someone on our heart? Do we re-
spond to what God is putting on our heart? Not to do so is 
to sin? James challenged believers to seek the will of the 
Lord, die to personal desires, and surrender fully to the 
Lord’s purpose each day. Not to do so is to sin.  

There is no room for boasting of what we will do or where 
we will go. As believers, we have come to realize that we 
are not in control of the events and circumstances of life. 
We surrender ourselves and each day to the Lord. As the 
sovereign God, He has the right to bring to our lives what-
ever He sees fit. He has the right to lead us or change our 
plans. Our purpose is to humbly submit to Him and walk in 
obedience to His purpose for each day.  

  

For Consideration: 

• Can we really boast of anything in our lives? Where 
do all blessings come from? 
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• Has God ever unexpectedly taken something from 
you? What does this teach you about who is in con-
trol of your life? 

• What is your response to unplanned events that 
come into your day? What does this teach you 
about your willingness to submit to God? 

• Have you surrendered your life and each day to the 
Lord? Are there things you still need to surrender? 
What are they? 

• Has God been putting someone on your heart you 
need to see or speak to? Has God been putting 
something on your heart you need to surrender or 
do? Have you been obedient? 

For Prayer: 

• Thank the Lord for the way He has unfolded the 
events of your life.  

• Thank God that He promises to work out all things 
for your good (see Romans 8:28). 

• Ask the Lord to forgive you for the times you have 
not sought Him and His will. Ask Him to forgive you 
for times when you have become angry or frus-
trated because He changed your plans. 

• Thank the Lord for the circumstances He has 
brought your way today.  

• Ask the Lord to keep you from grumbling and com-
plaining about what He brings into your life. 

 



 

 

1 6   

A  W O R D  T O  T H E  R I C H  

Read James 5:1-6 

In chapter 5 James turns his attention to the rich. These 
individuals were singled out because of how they used 
their money and resources. We should not assume from 
this that money and riches, in and of themselves, are evil. 
These individuals, however, were abusing the riches God 
had given to them. James believed that true faith had an 
impact on how a person used his or her money and pos-
sessions. 

In verse 1 James begins by calling the rich to weep and 
wail because of the misery that was coming to them. The 
judgment of God was going to fall. Again, we need to re-
member that this judgment was not because they had 
riches but because of what those riches meant to them and 
how they used them. There are many great saints in the 
Scripture who were materially blessed of God. Solomon 
and David were richer than any other kings on the earth at 
that time. Abraham had so much livestock that he had to 
separate from Lot in order to have adequate pasture (Gen-
esis 13:6). Riches are not evil, but they can very quickly 
begin to take the place of God if we let them. 
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It should be noted that what is true about material riches 
in this passage is true for all God’s blessings. While we 
may not be rich in material possessions, we have all been 
blessed of God in one way or another. What we do with 
these blessings is of utmost importance. 

In this particular context, judgment was coming on the rich 
for their selfishness. Their wealth would rot and moths 
would eat their fancy clothes. The silver and gold they had 
accumulated would corrode and be of no more value to 
them. Their wealth was temporary and would be de-
stroyed.  

It may be helpful for us to remember that as the children of 
Israel traveled through the wilderness, the Lord provided 
manna for them to eat (Exodus 16:4). This manna rained 
down from heaven each morning. God’s people were to 
take what they needed, but no more. Anything beyond 
what they needed went bad and attracted maggots (Exo-
dus 16:20). This meant that the people of God could not 
accumulate great quantities for themselves. They had to 
trust the Lord for each day. 

Notice in verse 3 that the corrosion of their wealth would 
testify against these rich people in the last days. The decay 
of their hoarded wealth would witness to their unfaithful 
stewardship. These riches were stored up but not used for 
the sake of the kingdom of God.  James warned that this 
greed would have a corrosive effect on them personally as 
well—it would eat their flesh like fire.  

There is an important lesson for us here. James stated that 
riches are like a fire. If you hold something very hot in your 
hand, you will quickly get burnt. This is how it is with our 
riches. God intended that wealth be used and invested. It 
was not meant to be hoarded. The tendency toward greed 
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and accumulation can be very strong. Paul stated in 1 Tim-
othy 6:10:  

“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. 
Some people, eager for money, have wandered 
from the faith and pierced themselves with many 
griefs.”  

What evil has not been committed for the sake of money? 
Riches are a powerful tool in the hand of the enemy. For 
this reason, we ought not to hold onto them for long. In-
stead, we need to wisely invest them for the advancement 
of the kingdom of God. 

Notice what happened to those who had been hoarding 
wealth in the days of James. In their love for riches, these 
individuals had failed to pay the wages they owed to those 
who worked for them (verse 4). Servants had mowed their 
fields and harvested their crops but were not being paid. 
As their riches began to control these greedy individuals, 
they could not part with their money to pay justly owed 
wages. Like an alcoholic, these wealthy people craved 
more and more money. They never seemed to have 
enough. To satisfy their lust for riches, they resorted to dis-
honesty and violence. 

The cries of those exploited by the rich were rising up to 
God. He heard these cries for justice and would call the 
oppressors to give an account of their actions in the Day 
of Judgment. These arrogant and greedy rich people had 
failed to understand that God had blessed them with re-
sources so that they could, in turn, bless others. 

The rich whom James condemned had fattened them-
selves with the luxuries they had stolen and hoarded. They 
did not realize that their pursuit of ungodly and extravagant 
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pleasure was leading them to a Day of Judgment and 
slaughter. These wicked rich were so controlled by their 
greed that they would even murder in order to sustain their 
lifestyle. God would judge them not only for the misuse of 
His resources but also for what they did to others as they 
sought to accumulate more for themselves. 

These words of James challenge us to take a serious look 
at how we use what God has given us. We will one day 
answer to God for how we have used the blessings He has 
given us. Will those blessings be stored up and accumu-
late rust and mildew or will we invest them in the kingdom 
of God? God is watching how we use what He has given 
us and we will one day answer to Him for the use of each 
blessing. 

  

For Consideration: 

• Are riches evil? 

• How can our blessings lead us to evil? 

• What blessings has the Lord given to you? How 
have you been using them for His kingdom? 

• How can our riches and blessings be compared to 
fire? 

• What is the place of contentment in life? How does 
contentment protect us from the snares of worldly 
riches? 

• How can you better invest what God has given you 
for the sake of His kingdom? 
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For Prayer: 

• Ask the Lord to open your eyes to the richness of 
His blessings in your life. 

• Ask the Lord to help you to use what He has given 
you for the sake of the kingdom. 

• Ask God to forgive you for the times you have 
spent your resources on selfish pleasures. 





 

 

1 7  

P A T I E N C E  I N  W A I T I N G   

F O R  T H E  L O R D ' S  R E T U R N  

Read James 5:7-12 

In the last section, we saw how James spoke to the rich 
who were oppressing the poor. He reminded them that the 
judgment of God was soon to come. Here in this section, 
James spoke to those who were being oppressed. He re-
minded them the day was coming when they would receive 
justice. 

The challenge of verse 7 was to be patient in suffering. 
James encourages brothers and sisters who were being 
oppressed to be patient and wait for the coming of the 
Lord. They were to remain under their burden without giv-
ing up. This was possible because of the hope they had in 
the return of the Lord Jesus who would bring justice and 
righteousness to the earth.  

What a wonderful hope this is. Because Jesus is returning, 
believers have a reason to persevere. Jesus will make 
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right all that is wrong. We can face the trials of today be-
cause we know that when He comes our victory is as-
sured. 

James illustrated his point by pointing out how the farmer 
waits for his crop. The farmer plants his seeds in faith that, 
at the right time, his fields will produce a good crop. He 
waits patiently for the spring and autumn rains to fall, ex-
pecting that when they come there will be an abundant 
harvest. The farmer works hard and long because he 
knows that there will be a reward in the end—a harvest for 
him to enjoy. In a similar way, we too find hope in the fact 
that the Lord Jesus is coming. Like the farmer, we are will-
ing to endure much for the sake of the Lord. The 
knowledge that He will return to reward His faithful serv-
ants gives us hope and strength to preserve when things 
get difficult.  

We need to live each day in light of the coming of our Lord. 
We need to let the promise of His return give us the 
courage to face the obstacles the enemy will throw on our 
path. The Lord Jesus comes to take us to Himself where 
we will finally be free from pain and suffering. He comes to 
conquer and overcome the power of evil. He comes to 
judge. He comes to bring us to our reward. What a won-
derful hope we have in His promised return. Like a good 
farmer, let’s keep the soil of our hearts in good condition 
waiting for His promise to be fulfilled. 

James challenged his readers in verse 8 to stand firm be-
cause of Christ’s soon return. In other words, they were to 
be obedient and firm in faith. They were not to give up or 
become lazy under oppression. They were to continue in 
their battle.  
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James reminded his readers that the Judge is standing at 
the door. He is ready to step through that door at any time. 
Will we be ready? What will He find when He steps through 
the door? Will He find the soil of our hearts ready for His 
refreshing rain? Will He find that we have fallen asleep and 
not kept the soil of our hearts prepared for His return? 

In verse 9 James focused his readers on one particular 
area of their lives that needed to be cultivated and pre-
pared for the coming of the Lord. Here, in particular, he 
reminded his readers not to grumble against each other or 
they would be judged when the Lord returned. As we wait 
for the Lord’s return we must live with our brothers and 
sisters in Christ. As we do so there will likely be conflict 
and differences between us. Satan knows the power of de-
stroyed relationships. He knows the damage that can re-
sult from broken relationships in the church today. James 
reminds believers that they were to pay special attention 
to the relationships in the body of Christ. As they waited 
for the return of the Lord they were to do their utmost to 
maintain good relationships with each other. They were to 
prepare the soil of their hearts for Christ’s return by main-
taining a good relationship with each other so that no weed 
of grumbling would be found when Jesus returned. This 
was especially a challenge in light of the persecution and 
struggle these believers were enduring. 

James reminds his readers of the prophets of the Old Tes-
tament. These men suffered much at the hands of the peo-
ple of their day. They had to endure the insults and 
rebukes of the sinful people as they proclaimed the truth 
of God’s word. Despite the persecution, these men of faith 
persevered to the end. James called his readers to be pa-
tient and endure hardship in the Lord’s will, like these 
prophets. The Lord will return to judge sin and evil. That 
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sin and evil are not just found in the hearts of the unbe-
liever but it can also be found in our own heart. The return 
of Christ offers us great hope but it also is a reminder to us 
that we too will be judged for our sinful attitudes and ac-
tions as children of God. All who live in the hope of Christ’s 
return will purify themselves so that they will be ready for 
that return.  

There is a blessing for those who persevere in difficulty 
and struggle (see verse 11). James directed attention to 
Job who patiently endured the loss of everything he had. 
Because of his patience, God blessed him abundantly. In 
the end, he received from God more than he had at first. 
God is not blind to our pain and suffering. He will reward 
us as we persevere and are faithful to Him. 

This section of the epistle reveals that those who live in 
light of the Lord’s return will be characterized by several 
things. First, they will have reason to be encouraged in 
their suffering and difficulties. They know that, while at pre-
sent things may be difficult, the Lord will come to make all 
things right. They have hope and purpose in life. They do 
not despair because their eyes are fixed on the Lord, who 
promises them victory. 

Second, those who live in light of the Lord’s return will be 
faithful and obedient. They want to be ready when He 
comes. They want to be found faithful at His return. They 
want to be clean and pure when they meet Him face to 
face. They want to be unashamed at His coming and re-
ceive their reward. 

Third, those who live in the light of the Lord’s return know 
that, while they may suffer much here below, God is not 
blind to that suffering. They know God is compassionate 
and merciful and has a purpose in their affliction. They live 
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trusting God’s goodness and waiting for His blessing for 
their faithfulness.  

In verse 12 James told his readers that they were not to be 
quick to make vows lest they fell into condemnation. In the 
midst of their struggle, it was quite possible for these be-
lievers to resort to making vows. For example, a man might 
promise God that He would do such and such if God re-
leased Him from His trial. We read about a man by the 
name of Jephthah in Judges 11:30-40 who made a vow to 
God that if He gave him victory over this enemy he would 
sacrifice whatever came to greet him on his return. His 
own daughter came to greet him when he returned and he 
was forced to offer her as a sacrifice to be obedient to this 
thoughtless vow. 

How easy it is to make such vows to other people or to 
God in our struggles. James tells us that we are to refrain 
from doing this. Instead, we are to persevere in integrity 
and sincerity of heart until God comes to release us. The 
reference to our yes meaning yes and our no meaning no, 
reminds us that we are to be honest and sincere people, 
committed to doing what is right without having to resort to 
compromising by making deals with God and our 
neighbours to be released from our pain. In our struggle, 
we are to commit ourselves to God and His purpose. He 
will release us in His time. In the meantime, we are to be 
patient and learn what He wants us to learn through our 
affliction. 

James was telling his readers that those who live in light 
of the return of the Lord live to please and honor Him. As 
believers, we need to live each day with the realization that 
Christ could return at any moment. This hope should mo-
tivate us to live patiently and sacrificially even under very 
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difficult circumstances. This implies that we will not com-
promise by making a vow or taking shortcuts. It also im-
plies that we will do our utmost to walk in humility and 
integrity before our brothers and sisters. We want to be 
ready to stand before our Lord when He returns. We do 
not want to be ashamed when we stand before Him. 

  

For Consideration: 

• If you knew that the Lord was returning tomorrow 
what would you change in your life? 

• What difference does it make when we live each 
day with our eyes fixed on eternity? 

• Why is it important that we learn to live in harmony 
with our brothers and sisters in Christ?  

• Have you ever been tempted to compromise in 
your faith in the midst of your struggle? Why it is 
important that we bear our struggles patiently until 
the Lord releases us? 

For Prayer: 

• Ask the Lord to help you to live each day in light of 
His return. 

• Ask the Lord to forgive you for the times you failed 
to honor Him in your actions and attitudes toward 
your brother or sister in Christ. 

• Are there any personal relationships that need to 
be mended? Ask God to help you to be reconciled. 

• Ask the Lord to give you the patience to bear the 
trials He has allowed you to face in this life. Ask 
Him to give you the grace to come through these 
trials for His glory. 



 

 

1 8   

C O N C L U D I N G  E X H O R T A T I O N S  

Read James 5:13-20 

In this final section of the epistle of James, the apostle of-
fers a series of concluding challenges to his readers. We 
will break these down and examine them individually. 

If You Are Troubled, Pray 

The first exhortation that James offered in this concluding 
section was to those who were troubled or afflicted. James 
encouraged them to pray. Prayer is the very best thing we 
can do when we have to face the troubles and difficulties 
that come to us. By prayer, we commit our problems to the 
Lord and seek His strength and guidance. This ought to be 
our first response to trials in life.  Often God wants to teach 
us in these difficulties. We need His wisdom to hear what 
He is trying to say. We need His grace to be able to per-
severe through these trials without sinning. By prayer, we 
draw on the strength and wisdom of God to face our trial 
as God requires. 
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A missionary friend of mine once said, “It’s not that we 
don’t pray; it’s that we don’t pray first.” In other words, 
when we get in trouble or difficulty, we do not make prayer 
the first thing we do. All too often we run to our own wis-
dom. Although God is not always the first person we go to 
in our trials, He is the most able to care for us and minister 
to us in our needs. He is able to give us the wisdom and 
strength we need to face the problems we are going 
through. We will always find that His arms are open wide 
to receive us. He longs to minister to us in our stresses 
and sorrows. 

When Happy, Sing Songs of Praise 

The Christian life is not always filled with trials. There are 
also times when the happiness and joy of the Lord 
overflow in our lives. In those times, James encouraged 
believers to sing songs of praises to the Lord God. Music 
seems to be a very vital part of our human nature. It is an 
expression of our joy and contentment in Christ. James is 
not excluding this singing to happy times only. There will 
certainly be times in our struggle when the joy of the Lord 
will well up in us and we will break out in song. What the 
apostle is telling us is that we need to be a people of 
praise. When joy wells up in us, take advantage of this and 
offer the Lord praise. He is worthy of our praise. Let His joy 
bring a song to our heart and may that song be directed to 
Him as a thanksgiving for all His goodness. Christians 
need to rejoice in song. 

If You Are Sick, Call the Elders 

When we get sick, often the first person we call is the doc-
tor. This is not necessarily wrong. James, however, chal-
lenged his readers to call the elders of the church. These 
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elders were to pray over individuals who were sick and 
anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

First, notice that it is the leaders of the church who are to 
be called. These individuals are to be called because of 
their position as shepherds of the flock and also because 
they are individuals whose spiritual lives should be in tune 
with God and His purposes. James is telling us that the 
church has an obligation toward those who are physically 
sick. The leaders of the church are responsible to care for 
each member. When a member is sick, they are to take an 
active role. 

Second, notice that these elders are to anoint the sick per-
son with oil. In Scripture oil often represents the Holy Spirit 
and His ministry. Kings were anointed with oil as a sign of 
the empowering of the Spirit of God for the ministry they 
were undertaking (see 1 Samuel 16:13). When the elders 
anoint an individual with oil, they are recognizing that they 
do not have in themselves any power to heal. All healing 
comes from the Spirit of God. By applying oil, they are 
committing the individual to the Lord and His healing pro-
cess. 

The third thing we need to notice is that elders are to anoint 
the individual in the name of the Lord Jesus. They come 
with the authority of the Lord Jesus to commit the ill person 
to God. Because they come in the authority of Christ, the 
enemy must flee. They come on Christ’s behalf as His rep-
resentatives to minister. It is not in their name that this per-
son is anointed. All healing comes from Christ, of whom 
they are merely representatives. 

Notice in verse 15 that James tells his readers that if the 
sickness has been caused by sin, God is willing to forgive 
that sin and restore health. In other words, there are some 
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illnesses that are the result of sin in our lives. The only way 
to be healed of this kind of disease is through the confes-
sion and repentance of sin. God sometimes uses sickness 
as a means of getting our attention. It must be understood 
that not all sickness is the result of sin in our life. This is 
why James used the word “if” in this verse. In verse 16 he 
challenged his readers to confess their sins to each other 
and pray for each other so that they could be healed spir-
itually and physically. 

James reminded believers in verse 16 that the prayer of a 
righteous man is very effective. Through the passionate 
prayers of godly elders, illness could be healed. To illus-
trate the power of prayer, James reminded his readers of 
Elijah (verse 17). Though he was just an ordinary person, 
Elijah prayed that it would not rain, and God heard his 
prayer. For three and a half years, it did not rain. Later Eli-
jah prayed again, and God gave rain to the land. Elijah’s 
prayers are an example of the power of the ordinary prayer 
of faith.  

James went on to remind his fellow believers in verses 19-
20 that if a brother or sister wandered from the truth and 
someone brought them back, then that person may be 
saving the wanderer from death. Notice that James speaks 
here about a “brother” who wanders from the truth (see 
verse 19). This leads us to believe that the individual con-
cerned was a believer, knew the truth and was living in it 
before wandering.  

What is the death that this individual is saved from? Paul 
spoke in 1 Corinthians 11:28-30 about individuals who 
were coming to the table of the Lord in an unworthy man-
ner:  



Concluding Exhortations 

 

109

“A man ought to examine himself before he eats of 
the bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone who 
eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the 
Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. That is 
why many among you are weak and sick, and a 
number of you have fallen asleep.”  

Paul believed that there were people in Corinth who were 
sick and dying because they were coming to the table of 
the Lord without dealing with their sins. God was punishing 
them. More than this, God was sparing them from falling 
further into sin. He also spared the church from the terrible 
evil that these individuals would cause.  

By restoring wanderers, we not only might be saving them 
from an early death under the judgment of God but also 
covering a multitude of sins. In other words, those who 
stray from the truth can do much harm to the cause of 
Christ. By reaching out to sinning believers, we prevent 
them from continuing on their evil path. We also save 
many from following their ungodly example.  

We are all capable of stubbornness that may bring the 
judgment of God on our lives. God may use sickness to 
draw us back. If that does not stop us from wandering, He 
may even take our lives. This is a very solemn thought and 
one we should not quickly discount. It is a powerful con-
clusion to an epistle that challenges believers not only to 
say they have faith but to practice the faith they have. May 
God grant that we would take this challenge seriously and 
pursue godly behavior to demonstrate our genuine faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  
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For Consideration: 

• Have you ever found yourself forgetting to pray 
about a particular problem? What did James say 
about this? 

• What did James teach about the connection be-
tween sin and sickness? Is all sickness the result 
of sin? 

• What does James teach us about the responsibility 
of the believer to sing praises to God? What does 
this teach us about the role of music in our relation-
ship with God? 

• What is the role of the elder when a believer in the 
church is sick?  

For Prayer: 

• Ask the Lord to help you to commit all things to 
Him. Thank Him that He is willing to lead and direct 
you each day. 

• Thank the Lord that He loves you so much that He 
is willing to do whatever it takes to bring you closer 
to Himself 

• Consider the blessings of God in your life. Take a 
moment to thank the Lord for these blessings. 

• Ask God to give you a song of praise to Him.  



 

 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  1  P E T E R  

Author: 

The author of 1 Peter was a man by the name of Simon. 
We know little about his father except that his name was 
Jonah. Simon’s brother Andrew introduced him to Jesus 
(John 1:40-42). He was married but we know nothing 
about his wife. It appears that he had a home in Caper-
naum where his mother-in-law lived (Mark 1:29-30). He 
was a fisherman by occupation. 

Jesus called him to be one of His disciples and changed 
his name from Simon to Peter meaning “rock” (John 1:41). 
Peter, as he would be known from that time forward, en-
joyed a very special relationship with Jesus. He, along with 
James and John, are often seen alone with Jesus. 

Scripture paints a picture of Peter as being somewhat 
bold, impulsive and self-confident (see Mark 14:31). He 
was humbled when he denied knowing Jesus three times 
during his trial. He would later be greatly used for the 
cause of the gospel in the book of Acts ministering primar-
ily to believers in the region of Jerusalem. 
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Background: 

The first epistle of Peter was written to Jewish believers 
scattered because of persecution. Peter writes to encour-
age them in their faith and offer them assurance in the 
midst of suffering. He points them to the Lord Jesus as 
their hope and confidence and calls all who truly love 
Christ to persevere in faithfulness to Him. Peter reminds 
his readers of their position in the Lord Jesus as a holy 
nation, royal priesthood and a people who belonged to 
God (2:9). He calls them as God’s servants to abstain from 
sin and submit to their leaders, even when they were harsh 
and cruel. He offers practical advice to slaves, husbands, 
wives, youth and to the elders of the church and encour-
ages them to humble themselves under God’s hand (5:6), 
casting all their anxieties on Him (5:7). 

The Importance of the Book for Today: 

First Peter reminds us that even believers may have to 
face persecution and struggles in this world. In this epistle, 
Peter offers hope to those who struggle by pointing them 
to Christ. He calls those who suffer to be strong and faith-
ful, never compromising in their commitment to walk in 
obedience. The apostle reminds us that it is a privilege and 
honour to suffer for the name of the Lord Jesus. He calls 
us in these times to cast our anxieties on Christ and trust 
in His purposes. The book of 1 Peter gives us godly advice 
and comfort for times of struggle and trial. 



 

 

1 9   

A  L I V I N G  H O P E  

Read 1 Peter 1:1-9 

The apostle Peter wrote to a people who were facing trials 
in their lives as believers. He sought to encourage them in 
the hope they had received in Jesus Christ. Peter wanted 
believers to stand firm in the grace of God and persevere 
as strangers suffering in a hostile world.  

Peter introduced himself as an apostle of Jesus Christ. 
This established his credibility. As an apostle, he had been 
called of God and commissioned to minister to the church 
on Christ’s behalf. What Peter had to say is important not 
only because of his position but because he spoke on be-
half of Christ to his readers.  

Though Peter had not always been faithful in his life, he 
was God’s chosen instrument. What we know of the early 
life of Peter is that he tended to make bold statements he 
could not back up. After promising never to abandon the 
Lord Jesus, he denied him three times. Peter is an exam-
ple for those who have fallen and by God’s grace been 
forgiven. Though he would never have forgotten his denial 
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of the Lord Jesus, he did not let the shame of this keep him 
from ministering in His name. He knew Christ’s for-
giveness and walked in it. God did not abandon him, but 
still had a purpose for his life. Maybe you are reading this 
today and you can identify with Peter. Maybe you too have 
fallen in your walk with God. Repent and move on in ser-
vice for your Lord.  

Peter addressed his epistle to God’s elect. The Greek 
word means “called out ones.” These individuals had been 
called and pursued by God who desired their salvation. 
These believers, according to Peter in verse 1, were 
strangers in the world. This world was not their home. God 
was preparing a home for them in heaven. It is important 
that we live with this understanding in our lives as well. 
How easy it is for us to live for this world. We have our 
plans and agendas. There are all kinds of things we want 
to accomplish in this life. Peter’s words challenge us to live 
in the reality that we are strangers on this earth. 

We are spiritual strangers in this world because our Chris-
tian ways and thoughts are not of this earth. We who have 
been saved have the mind of Christ. We are His children. 
The worldly mind in us is being changed day by day. Our 
priorities are being transformed. The world does not un-
derstand us. Our ways are different. Our hope is not in 
things below but in what God has promised us above. We 
do not cling to the things of this earth, for they are passing. 
Our inheritance and treasure are in heaven. 

The believers to whom Peter was writing were scattered 
throughout many different places. They were living in Pon-
tus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia. This letter 
would be circulated among the churches in these Roman 
provinces in what is today the country of Turkey. Peter ex-
pected his letter to have a wide distribution. 
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Notice what verse 2 tells us about these believers. First, 
these believers had been chosen according to the fore-
knowledge of God. The reality of the matter is that not one 
of us would have naturally accepted the Lord Jesus. In our 
natural state, we were not even interested in the things of 
God. Without spiritual understanding, we would not even 
know we needed a Savior.  

If any one of us was going to be saved from our sin, God 
alone would have to accomplish our salvation. He deter-
mined to reach out to us. His hand was on us even before 
we were born. He had a plan for our lives when we were 
in our mother’s womb. He would orchestrate the circum-
stances of our lives to prepare us for that purpose. He 
would chase after us and by his Holy Spirit break our re-
bellious heart. In love, He would offer His salvation and 
forgiveness to us. If it was not for His work in my life and 
His choosing to reach out to me, I would never have expe-
rienced His salvation. I owe my salvation completely to 
Him. 

While the Father chose to reach out to me, this work was 
done by and through the ministry of the Holy Spirit. Peter 
spoke of the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit. This is the 
work of the Spirit of God to make me more like Jesus. My 
old fleshly nature is being changed by the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit. This is an ongoing work of God in me. Day by 
day, I am being transformed into the image of the Lord Je-
sus. 

Notice also in verse 2 that God chooses and sanctifies us 
so that we will live in obedience to Jesus Christ. Notice too 
that all of this is possible because of the sprinkled blood of 
the Lord Jesus. It was His death on the cross that made all 
this possible. His death and sprinkled blood paid the price 
for our forgiveness and brought us into a relationship with 
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God. The priests of the Old Testament would sprinkle 
blood on an object to purify it and set it apart for holy pur-
poses. This is what the Lord Jesus did. His blood purifies 
us by forgiving us and it also sets us apart as His children 
for His glory. 

According to Peter, all believers have been chosen for sal-
vation by God the Father. The Holy Spirit pursues them, 
bringing them into a saving knowledge of Christ and sanc-
tifies them to become more like the Lord Jesus. The Lord 
Jesus made this work possible by bridging the gap be-
tween God and humans through His death as a payment 
for sin. Because of this work of God, the believer is a 
stranger in this world –different in terms of character and 
destiny. 

In verse 3 Peter expressed his deep praise and thanksgiv-
ing to God for His great mercy in reaching out to give us 
new birth into His family. It was only mercy that made us 
children of God. We did not deserve this salvation. We 
were enemies of God by means of our sin. Our sin was an 
abomination to Him. His mercy caused Him to pity us in 
our sin and rebellion. He gave us new hope, a living hope. 
Even now, we are experiencing the reality of this hope in 
us. We are being changed and prepared for the day when 
we will meet our Savior face to face. 

Our hope is directly connected to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus from the dead (see verse 3). Because the Lord 
Jesus rose from the dead, we too can have the hope of a 
resurrection. Death was a great enemy for us. The Lord 
Jesus conquered sin and death, and in Him, we too con-
quer death. This temporary life is not all there is. There is 
a life after death. More than that, however, because we 
have been forgiven through the blood of Christ, God has 
promised us life beyond anything we can ever experience 
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in this world. We cannot even imagine the incredible bless-
ings that await those who have been forgiven of their sins. 
Paul, quoting from the prophet Isaiah, wrote in 1 Corinthi-
ans 2:9:  

“No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has 
conceived what God has prepared for those who 
love him.” 

What God gives us as an inheritance can never perish, 
spoil, or fade (verse 4). Everything we experience on this 
earth is subject to the effects of sin. All our possessions 
will fade and perish in time. Our health and beauty will one 
day disappear. Nothing on this earth is permanent. This is 
not the case for the blessings God has stored in heaven 
for us. There in heaven, nothing will perish. We will live 
forever in the presence of God. Nothing will take away 
what God has given us. There we will experience absolute 
security.  

What comfort this is to us who have experienced pain and 
loss in this life. We watch our health and strength fade 
away. We see our loved ones die. We watch thieves steal 
our treasured possessions. We experience the way in 
which nature can strip us of our homes and valuables 
through natural catastrophes. Who among us has not ex-
perienced such losses in this life? What a blessing it will 
be to experience the reality of heaven where no thief can 
rob us and no disaster can strip us of our belongings. 
There will be no death to take our loved ones from us. We 
will live in absolute assurance and security in the presence 
of our Lord and Savior.  

All this inheritance is kept in heaven for us (verse 4). It 
awaits the time when we will take possession of it (verse 
5). Nothing can keep the believer from this inheritance, 
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and nothing can disqualify the believer from receiving it. 
God saves us and keeps us secure by His own power 
through faith. This is something we can rejoice in (verse 
6).  

Peter challenged believers to rejoice in this sure and glori-
ous hope even as they suffered the various trials of this 
life. He reminded his readers that these struggles were not 
without purpose. They had come to refine their faith (verse 
7). Just as gold to needs to pass through the fire to burn 
off the impurities, so too believers need to pass through 
the fire of trials and suffering so that sin and rebellion can 
be purged (see James 1).  

As we endure these trials and allow them to cleanse our 
character and build our dependence on the Lord, we grow 
in our ability to give praise, glory, and honor to the Lord. 
As the Lord works out His purposes in us, our hearts are 
lifted to Him in praise. We see the reality of His power in 
these trials. We catch a greater sense of His love and com-
passion. We realize that He will never abandon us. Our 
hearts are lifted to a higher level of worship. God uses our 
struggles to prepare us for the day that the Lord Jesus will 
return to take us to be with Him. Like a bride being dressed 
for her wedding day, we are being prepared for the day He 
comes to take us to be with Him forever. These trials and 
sufferings are part of that process (verse 9). 

What a day it will be when the Lord Jesus comes to earth 
to take us to be with Him. We have never seen Him in the 
flesh. We do not know what He looks like. We know, 
however, that He is coming for us. To this end, we endure 
the pain and suffering because we know that we are being 
prepared to meet Him. This knowledge of His return fills us 
with great joy and anticipation. His return is our greatest 
hope.  
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For Consideration: 

• What hope do we have in the Lord Jesus? How 
does that hope encourage us to persevere in this 
life? 

• What role does the Father play in our salvation? 
What roles do the Holy Spirit and the Lord Jesus 
play? 

• How has the Lord God used trials in your life to 
draw you closer to Him? 

• What impurities has the Lord been removing from 
your life over the last year? What evidence is there 
of the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit in your life? 

For Prayer: 

• Thank the Lord for the wonderful hope He has 
given you of an eternity with Him. Thank Him for 
the strength and wisdom He gives as you face the 
trials of this life. 

• Ask the Lord to open your eyes to see the work His 
Spirit is doing in you. 

• Thank the Lord for the trials He has sent your way. 
Thank Him for what He will accomplish through 
them. 

• Ask God to reveal any impurity He needs to re-
move to make you more like Christ.  





 

 

2 0  

C O N C E R N I N G  T H I S  

S A L V A T I O N  

Read 1 Peter 1:10-16 

Peter has been reminding his readers of the wonderful 
hope that was theirs in Christ. Many of his original readers 
were facing difficult trials in their lives. The apostle chal-
lenged them to take their eyes off these temporary suffer-
ings and focus on the promises of God.  

In verse 10 Peter reminded his fellow believers that the 
prophets of old had spoken about the grace that was going 
to come. The prophets spoke of a time when the Messiah 
would come to this earth to set His people free from their 
sin and bondage (Isaiah 53:4-5; Zechariah 13:1-2). These 
prophets searched intently to find out about this coming. 
They wanted to know the time and the circumstances in 
which all these prophecies would be unfolded. Peter 
wanted to encourage his readers that even though they 
lacked understanding about the process of suffering and 
glory (just as the Old Testaments prophets before them), 



James and 1, 2 Peter 

 

122

they could trust in God who would bring all His promises 
to complete fulfillment.  

In this section, Peter gives some practical advice to his 
readers as they face the present sufferings. Here in this 
section, he offers four suggestions. 

Prepare Your Minds for Action 

Peter begins by reminding believers that they needed to 
prepare their minds for action (verse 13). The King James 
Version translates this by the phrase “gird up the loins of 
your mind.” This pointed to a cultural practice of the day. 
Because the men of that day wore robes, when they 
wanted to run, they would gather up the bottom part of their 
robe so that it would not hinder them. Peter was telling his 
readers that they needed to remove any mental or spiritual 
obstacle that would keep them from progress in God’s 
kingdom.  

If these believers were to run the race set before them they 
needed to gather up any loose of sinful thoughts and atti-
tudes that would hinder their progress. They were to re-
move any doubt about Christ and His purpose. They were 
to discipline their minds to seek the Lord and His purposes. 
They would have to educate their minds in the Word of 
God and remove the ungodly attitudes of the flesh that 
would only hinder their advance. If we are to overcome in 
this life, our minds must be devoted to Christ and anything 
removed from them that would only cause us to stumble 
on the path before us. 

There is much more that could be said about preparing the 
mind for the work of the kingdom. Suffice it to say that we 
need to guard our mind from evil thoughts and attitudes 
and fill it with the purpose of God and His truth. If we are 
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to face the battle before us, our minds must be in tune with 
God and His purpose. Peter challenges his readers to 
make this a priority in their lives. 

Be Self-Controlled 

The second challenge of Peter was for his readers to be 
self-controlled (verse 13). Those who know the Savior and 
the reality of His salvation must discipline their bodies and 
minds to walk in the truth of that salvation. The Christian 
life is not without effort. Men and women of faith down 
through the ages have disciplined their bodies and minds 
in the battle before them. The apostle Paul spoke of this 
discipline and self-control in 1 Corinthians 9:26-27:  

“Therefore I do not run like a man running aim-
lessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. No, 
I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I 
have preached to others, I myself will not be dis-
qualified for the prize.” 

Notice how Paul spoke here about those who run aim-
lessly. If we are to successfully run the race before us, we 
need to take control of our actions. We will have to fight 
the flesh. We will be forced to row against the current of 
this world. All this will require discipline and self-control on 
our part. We are to discipline ourselves to be true to Christ, 
no matter the cost. To live for Him requires discipline and 
self-control in this world of temptations and distractions. 
The believer must be prepared to make sacrifices for the 
sake of the kingdom of God. They will not be able to sit in 
their easy chairs enjoying all the luxuries of this life. God 
will call for a sacrifice of time, energy and resources. We 
must be ready to make those sacrifices for the sake of the 
kingdom of God. 
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Hope Fully 

Our walk with the Lord will at times be a very difficult one. 
We swim against the current. We will not be understood. 
There will be times when we will be persecuted for the 
sake of the Lord and His purposes. The enemy will attack 
us. Consider Job, the one whom God considered more 
righteous than anyone else on the earth. Satan stripped 
him of his family, his wealth, and his physical health. We 
cannot expect to do battle against the enemy without com-
ing face to face with him or experiencing the prick of his 
sword. 

While the battle will be fierce at times, Peter challenged 
believers to set their hope fully on the grace of God that 
will be revealed in Christ (verse 13). God has promised us 
victory over sin, the grave, and the devil. He has promised 
us an eternity in His presence where there will be no more 
sorrow, pain, or death. Our hearts will be continuously 
filled with the joy of the Lord our God. Satan wants to take 
our attention away from this wonderful hope. In those 
times of trial and sorrow, we are called to set our minds on 
the hope we have in Christ. We are to allow that hope to 
fill us and thrill our souls.  

Be Holy 

Finally, Peter wrote that believers need to be holy people 
(verses 14-16). The work of the Lord Jesus was to cleanse 
us of our sin. We were dirty with sin in our lives. This sep-
arated us from God. When the Lord Jesus came, He 
brought with Him the forgiveness of sin. We were cleansed 
by His blood. We need to do our utmost to maintain that 
purity. We must consider the old life as crucified and live 
in the new life we have received. To be holy is to be sepa-
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rated out for the Lord. Peter called us to separate our-
selves from the worldly desires of the flesh in order to live 
completely for the Lord. 

The commitment of the believer in times of struggle is to 
do the will of the Father. It is easy in these times of perse-
cution to compromise. Peter, who knew what it was like to 
deny his Lord, challenges believers to maintain holiness of 
thought and life. As soldiers of Christ, no matter what hap-
pened to them, they were to guard this holiness of life and 
thought. This was their goal in life no matter what hap-
pened—to glorify their Lord by living as He required. This 
would not always be easy. It would mean checking their 
words, turning from their sinful desires and attitudes and 
refraining from fleshly actions. The commitment of the be-
liever, however, whether in ease or in pain, is to honour 
their Lord by holiness of life and thought. 

There are several things we need to do in light of the won-
derful salvation we have received in the Lord Jesus, which 
was prophesied so long ago. We are to prepare our minds 
for action and be self-controlled. We are to place our hope 
in the Lord Jesus and not be conformed to this world. In-
stead, we are to live fully for Him as holy people. Those 
who know the salvation of the Lord have an obligation to 
live in that salvation. The prophets sought to understand 
the truth of the coming salvation. The angels marveled at 
it. We who have received the fulfillment of this long-
awaited promise have the privilege of living out and 
demonstrating its reality to a watching world. 
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For Consideration: 

• How can we prepare our minds for the spiritual bat-
tle that we are now engaged in? 

• What is self-control? How have you been exercis-
ing self-control in your spiritual life? Explain. 

• How easy is it to compromise in the midst of trials? 
How easy is it to compromise in the midst of ease 
and prosperity?  

• Peter’s challenges us here to be a holy people? 
Are you living in this holiness or have you been 
compromising? 

• What temptations do you face in this life? How 
does the hope you have in the Lord Jesus help you 
to face these temptations? 

For Prayer: 

• Ask the Lord to fill your heart with the reality of the 
hope you have in the Lord Jesus. Ask Him to en-
courage you with this hope in your struggle. 

• Ask the Lord to search your heart to reveal any sin 
that needs to be dealt with. Seek His forgiveness 
and walk in victory. Ask Him to prepare your mind 
for the battle before you. 

• Ask the Lord to make you willing to sacrifice what-
ever is necessary for His glory to be revealed more 
fully in you. 

• Ask God to help you to live a life of holiness without 
compromise. Ask Him to forgive you for any com-
promises you have made. 

 



 

 

2 1  

P E R I S H A B L E  T H I N G S  

Read 1 Peter 1:17-25 

Peter has been reflecting on the work of the Lord Jesus for 
us and our response to His wonderful salvation. He con-
tinues with this theme in the final section of this first chap-
ter. 

In verse 17 the apostle reminded his readers that since 
they called on a Father who judges each person’s work 
impartially, they were to live their lives in reverent fear as 
strangers in this world. Let’s consider this phrase briefly. 

Notice first, that God will judge impartially. In other words, 
He will show no favoritism. He will not judge you less be-
cause you are His child. He will not judge you more be-
cause of your colour, race, or nationality. Each man, 
woman, and child will stand before Him and be judged 
fairly. God will not be deceived by outward appearances. 
He will look deeply into hearts and examine attitudes and 
intentions. We will all stand before Him to give an account 
of our lives and service for Him on this earth. His 
judgement will be based on truth. 
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Second, Peter challenges believers in verse 17 to live as 
“strangers,” in this world (verse 17). Our work is for the 
kingdom of God and His glory. Our methods are not of this 
world. We do not use worldly techniques to advance the 
gospel. The world does not understand us, our priorities, 
or our ways. We are driven by kingdom values and princi-
ples. God will judge us on these values and not by worldly 
standards. This means that as believers we need to be 
careful to minister and walk as God requires. Ministries 
can be built on human standards, with human goals and 
desires as their motivation. As believers, however, God is 
calling us to be strangers to the world’s ways and desires. 
He is calling us to take our directions from Him as our cap-
tain and leader. Many “worldly successful” ministries will 
be judged by God because they were not based on God’s 
leading and direction but on human planning and motiva-
tions. God will judge us not according to how “big” or “suc-
cessful” our ministry or service was, but on the basis of 
whether we were faithful to Him and His leading and pur-
pose for our life. 

Not only are we to see ourselves as strangers in this world, 
but thirdly, we are to live in reverent fear of God. This fear 
is not to be seen as a terror. We are not afraid of God be-
cause we have been forgiven. This fear refers to deep re-
spect and reverence for God, His purposes and His ways. 
We walk in His ways. We honour Him in all we do. We 
understand that we will be judged by this holy God, and so 
we live our lives to please Him. This is motivated by our 
love and devotion to God and a desire that He be glorified 
in our lives. 

The apostle Peter reminds us in verse 18 that it was not 
with perishable things that we were redeemed. God did not 
use worldly means to rescue us from sin and the devil. 
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God’s ways are not the ways of this world. When He sat-
isfied justice on our behalf, he did not use silver or gold. 
These material treasures will fade away. Salvation cannot 
be purchased by the things of this world. Men and women 
all over this world have testified to the reality of this truth. 
The rich are as lost in sin as the poor. Money and posses-
sions cannot free anyone from the bondage of sin and the 
curse of the law.  

Jesus did not use worldly methods to purchase our salva-
tion. He bought us back not with silver or gold but with His 
own sinless life. This was the only currency acceptable to 
a holy God. One drop of the blood of Christ shed for our 
sins accomplished what all the wealth and riches of this 
world could never accomplish. It was sufficient to rescue 
us from sin, the devil, and death. 

Let me underline this principle once again. Jesus did not 
use worldly methods or means to bring us salvation. 
Worldly systems were not sufficient to produce our salva-
tion. In the same way, we are called to separate from the 
world systems and live as strangers on the earth. We are 
to serve and minister in God's way. To this world and even 
to our fleshly selves, God's ways do not always make any 
sense. We move forward in faith, however, trusting that 
God’s purpose is right and will produce the fruit He desires. 

We are reminded in verse 20 that the Lord Jesus was cho-
sen to be our Savior before the world was created. Even 
before sin entered the world, a solution was already in 
place. The Lord Jesus was chosen to come to earth as our 
Savior before time began. 

What comfort we need to take from this! God is in control 
of all human history. He has made a provision for all things. 
Nothing will take Him by surprise. Maybe you look at your 
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current situation and wonder how you will ever find a solu-
tion. The reality of the matter is that this solution is already 
in place. God is aware of your problem, and, before you 
were even born, he knew what you would face. In His sov-
ereign plan, He has provided all that is necessary for your 
victory. Though this solution has not yet been revealed to 
you, wait for it by faith. In His perfect time, He will reveal it 
to you. 

It was through the Lord Jesus, who was chosen before 
time, that we came to believe in God and His purpose 
(verses 20). We were all blind to the things of God and His 
ways. We were lost in our sin and rebellion. Our minds 
were not capable of understanding spiritual realities. But 
“in these last times,” the Lord Jesus came and bought sal-
vation with His blood. (The term last times refers to the 
times of the Messiah, from His first coming to His second 
coming.) Our faith and hope are not in anything of this 
world or its ways. Our confidence is in God and what he 
did for us through the Lord Jesus. We believe that we will 
be raised and glorified as was our Savior (verse 21).  

We did not deserve this grace, but because we have re-
ceived it, we dare not keep it to ourselves. We were given 
new life from God that cannot perish through the living 
Word of God (verse 23). Our response to this, according 
to Peter is to love one another deeply with a pure or sin-
cere heart (verse 22). The word “deeply” literally means 
“stretched to the limits.” This is a proper response to our 
great salvation, and it is our duty to our fellow believers. 
We who have such hope and who have been forgiven so 
much are to stretch ourselves to the limit to demonstrate 
this same love to our brothers and sisters.  

From the day we were born, we began the process of ag-
ing, and we must all face death. The things of this world 
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are like grass or flowers that are here today and perish 
tomorrow (verse 24). The glory of this world is temporary 
and withering away. Peter reminds us, however, that there 
is one thing that will be forever. The Word of God will never 
change. The promises God has given us and His purpose 
will withstand the sands of time. This Word is our guide 
and hope in this temporary world. We live as strangers 
here because we trust this Word. We will be misunder-
stood and even mocked for our commitment to this Word. 
Our desire, however, is to be faithful to God and His ways. 
Our delight is to walk in obedience no matter the cost. In 
this Word, we find great blessing and hope. 

 

For Consideration: 

• How are we strangers in this world? What particu-
larly makes us different? 

• How have you changed since the Lord saved you? 

• Is it possible to seek to serve the Lord from a 
worldly perspective? Can we build great ministries 
in human strength? What does it mean to serve as 
a stranger to the ways of the world? 

• What does Peter tell us about our responsibility as 
believers to one another in light of what God has 
done for us? How does your relationship with other 
believers reflect the hope and love you have re-
ceived from God? 
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For Prayer: 

• Thank the Lord for the way His salvation has 
changed you personally. 

• Ask the Lord to strip you of the ways of this world. 
Ask him to enable you to live as a stranger to the 
world and its ways and as a follower of the Word of 
God and His Spirit. 

• Ask the Lord to help you to love your brothers and 
sisters “deeply.” Ask God to give you a greater bur-
den for them and their needs. 

• Ask God to give you a deeper passion to do things 
His way. Ask Him to help you to discern the differ-
ence between the ways of this world and the ways 
of God. 

 



 

 

2 2   

L I V I N G  S T O N E S  

Read 1 Peter 2:1-8 

Peter has been reminding his readers that they had been 
bought by the precious blood of the Lord Jesus and 
brought into a kingdom that would never perish. In light of 
this wonderful truth, Peter challenged his readers to live a 
certain way. They belonged to the Lord Jesus and were to 
live holy lives as His children. 

Peter reminds us of the responsibilities of those who had 
been born again by the grace of God. He challenges be-
lievers, in light of what God has done for them to do sev-
eral things.  

Notice first, in verse 1 that they were to rid themselves of 
all malice. The word “malice” refers to ill will or a desire to 
injure or harm someone else. It may be the need to see 
others suffer for what they have done to us. As children of 
the king, we are to remember what the Lord Jesus has 
done for us. When we were His enemies, He laid down His 
life for us and forgave our sin. We, who have been forgiven 
much, need to willingly lay aside resentments and forgive 
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others. There is no room in the heart of the believer for any 
kind of anger or revenge. While this may be the way of the 
world, we are to learn to forgive as Jesus forgave us. 

A second matter that needed to be cleansed from the heart 
of the believer, according to Peter, was deceit and hypoc-
risy. Believers are to be honest in their dealings with those 
around them. Christians should be truthful, faithful, and 
sincere in character. The word of a believer was to be trust-
worthy. People should be able to count on what we say 
and know that it is reliable. Again, dishonesty and deceit 
are quite common in the world. The believer, however, is 
a stranger to these ways. He is dependable and his or her 
word is worthy of trust. 

Peter also challenged the believer to put away all envy and 
slander. Envy is a jealous desire to have what our neighbor 
has, instead of being content with what God has given us. 
Instead of looking at what others have, believers must 
learn to be content with God’s provision for their lives. 
Envy is rooted in pride and cannot be content unless it has 
what someone else has. Envy and jealousy is fertile soil in 
which many other sins can grow. Peter reminds us that as 
believers we are to “put off” this sin. The idea is that we 
are to remove it from our lives and throw it away. 

Peter encouraged the believers to take sin seriously. 
Christians are to be radical when it comes to sin. Its power 
must be broken, and it must never be allowed to take root 
in the life of the believer. Christ Jesus died to set us free 
from the power of sin. He put His Holy Spirit in us to em-
power us and give us victory over our sinful nature. Those 
who take this work of Christ seriously will take action to rid 
themselves of anything that does not please their Lord. 
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Peter tells us that those who have experienced the new 
birth should crave pure spiritual milk like a newborn baby 
(verse 2). The Greek word translated “crave” means “to 
greatly desire.” We have all had the experience of seeing 
a newborn child crying for milk. When newborns are hun-
gry, there is nothing else on their minds. Their lives revolve 
around this one issue. Nothing else matters. Believers are 
to have this sort of longing for God’s Word. 

The Spirit of God will put this hunger in our hearts and 
minds. It is by means of this Word that we grow in the Lord 
Jesus. Through searching the Scriptures and obeying 
them, we come to know the Lord Jesus and His purpose. 
Our desire for the Word is not simply a desire for 
knowledge. It is a desire for Christ and to know Him in a 
deeper way. The Word of God is the vehicle that brings us 
to the Lord. The relationship that began with our salvation 
grows as we surrender to the Word of God. We are to 
crave this Word like a newborn baby craves milk. It satis-
fies us because it points us to the Lord Jesus. It encour-
ages us and blesses us because it shows us Christ and 
His purposes for us. It gives us meaning and direction in 
life as we are counseled and comforted by its godly princi-
ples.  

Those to whom Peter wrote had come to know a living 
Stone (verse 4). A stone represents stability and strength. 
This is what the Lord Jesus is for us. In our weakened con-
dition, we find refuge in the Lord Jesus. He is our rock in 
the storm of life. He is our protection from the fury of God’s 
wrath against sin. He is our firm foundation on which we 
build our lives. 

This Stone was rejected by men and women of this world. 
When the Lord Jesus came to this earth, He was rejected 
by His own people though He was the Chosen One of God. 
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The hand of God was on Him. He was special in the eyes 
of His Father. He was God’s answer to the problem of sin. 
Even today men and women turn their backs on Him. 
Though He is the only true and eternal refuge, they still do 
not want Him. All who come to Him and hide in His shelter 
will, however, be saved from the wrath of God. 

While it is necessary for God to judge sin, He provides in 
Christ a rock of refuge. Justice and mercy walk hand in 
hand here. God provides sinners with a solution to their 
problem. He does not delight in condemning anyone to an 
eternal hell. God’s justice demands that the penalty be 
paid for sin, but God’s mercy and love provide salvation for 
the guilty. All who come to Christ, the living Stone, will be 
protected and sheltered from God’s just wrath. We dare 
not turn our backs on this offer. We must run to the Rock 
of protection. It is our only hope. 

When we come to the living Stone, we are changed. He 
places his Holy Spirit in us. This Holy Spirit begins to make 
us more and more like the Lord Jesus. We become “living 
stones” (verse 5). Christ takes us as living stones and uses 
us to build His church. Each stone is different in shape and 
texture, and each one is important. Our gifts and person-
alities are knitted together by the Lord Jesus to form a 
great spiritual house for His glory. We were never intended 
to minister alone. The spiritual house the Lord is building 
is comprised of many living stones. Christ has designed 
the church in such a way that we need each other. 

Peter quoted from Isaiah 28:16 in verse 6. Under the in-
spiration of the Holy Spirit, Isaiah prophesied that God, like 
a master builder, was going to lay a stone in Zion. This 
stone would be a chosen and very precious cornerstone 
on which would be built a wonderful building. The church 
would be built on Christ as the cornerstone. Through Him, 
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countless souls would be saved and added to this building. 
According to Peter, those who put their trust in Christ the 
Precious Stone will never be put to shame. This Stone is 
humanity’s only hope. It is a privilege to surrender to the 
Lord Jesus and His purpose. What a wonderful honor it is 
to be a living stone in this wonderful spiritual building. Peo-
ple from every tribe and nation are being added to this 
magnificent structure. God is building His church despite 
the efforts of the enemy to stop it. You and I are part of 
God’s work if we have surrendered to Him. 

To us, the Lord Jesus, the living Stone, is very precious. 
He is our refuge and hope. He is our foundation and sta-
bility. He gives us purpose. According to Peter, the stone 
that was rejected became the capstone, that is, the final 
stone of the building. In other words, the Lord Jesus is both 
the first and last stone. To those who reject the Lord Jesus, 
this stone causes them to stumble and fall. This is what 
happened to the religious leaders of Jesus’ day. While the 
uneducated masses came to Christ for refuge, the spiritual 
leaders stumbled over Him. While some found salvation, 
others only found death and judgment. 

  

For Consideration: 

• Peter challenged those who knew the Lord Jesus 
to live free of malice, deceit, envy, and slander. Are 
these sins in your life? 

• How can the Word of God be compared to milk? 

• According to Peter, each member of the body of 
Christ is a living stone. What is your role in the king-
dom of God? 
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• What does the picture of Christ as the living Stone 
convey to you? How has He been a stone for you? 

For Prayer: 

• Thank the Lord for His Word and how it pointed you 
to the Lord Jesus. Ask Him to increase your desire 
for that Word. 

• Thank the Lord for His goodness in your life. Be 
specific. 

• Ask the Lord to help you to be humble enough to 
understand your need of other people. Ask Him to 
help you to minister to their needs as well. 

• Ask God to clearly reveal to you your role in the 
body of Christ. 

• Thank God that He is a Rock of protection and ref-
uge for you. Thank Him also that upon Him you can 
be confident and secure. 

 



 

 

2 3  

A L I E N S  A N D  S T R A N G E R S  

Read 1 Peter 2:9-12 

In this section, Peter continues to demonstrate the privi-
leged status believers have because of their relationship 
with the Lord Jesus. Peter challenged his readers to live 
as children of the king in a dark world.  

According to verse 9, believers are a chosen people. This 
choice of God is clear in two ways. First, God in His mercy 
reached down to us as His enemies to save us from our 
sin. God broke our hard hearts and caused us to surrender 
to His will. Second, God has chosen not only to save us 
also to use us in the extension of His kingdom. Jesus has 
put His Holy Spirit in us and given us special gifts so that 
we can be used for the expansion of His kingdom on this 
earth. 

Peter went on to say that God has made believers a royal 
priesthood. In the Old Testament, a priest was one who 
led people into the presence of God. He pointed others to 
God and was God’s chosen representative to this world. 
This is what God has called us to be. He has chosen you 
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and me to be His representatives. He has given us the 
privilege of leading men and women into His presence. We 
represent Him on this earth and minister to those around 
us in His name. What an honour it is to be a representative 
of the Almighty God and Creator of this universe. 

Next, the apostle stated that believers are a holy nation 
(see Exodus 19:6). We are not alone in our service of the 
Lord Jesus. God has placed us in a great family. We min-
ister to each other and care for each other. Our gifts 
complement the gifts of our brothers and sisters around 
us. The purpose of this holy nation is to make known the 
excellency of God. We are to speak forth His praises be-
cause He called us out of sin’s darkness and into His light. 
As a nation, we serve our King and walk in His ways. We 
are different from the people of this world. We belong to a 
nation whose foundations are in heaven and whose prin-
ciples are from God. Notice that this nation is “holy.” That 
is to say, it is set apart by God for His purpose and His 
glory. It is a nation of people who have been forgiven and 
cleansed by God and whose desire is to honor Him I all 
they do. 

At one point in our lives, we were under the wrath and 
judgment of God, but now we have received mercy (verse 
10). We have been forgiven and cleansed from our sin. 
Once we were not God’s people. We were lost in our sin. 
Now God has accepted us as His people. What a privilege 
we have to be called children of God. How beautiful it is to 
be forgiven and cleansed from all our sin. What a wonder-
ful hope we have now that we belong to Him.  

Notice how Peter speaks of believers as aliens and 
strangers in this world (verse 11). We are different in our 
way of thinking because God has renewed our minds. We 
are different in our attitudes and actions because God has 
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given us a new heart. Our goals in life are not the same as 
those of the world. The world cannot identify with us and 
our ways. We are also foreigners on this earth because 
our citizenship is in heaven (Philippians 3:20).  

Being an alien or stranger to this world does not remove 
temptation. Our flesh still belongs to this world. That flesh 
needs to be crucified on a daily basis. The enemy is con-
stantly throwing temptations before our flesh. Notice that 
Peter did not identify himself with the flesh, however. He 
identified with the new person that Christ had made him to 
be. This is how we need to see ourselves. We know the 
reality of the sinful flesh in us. We also know the power 
and presence of the Spirit of God. All too often we see our-
selves only in the flesh. The challenge of Peter here is to 
die to the flesh. We are no longer to identify with that old 
fleshly nature and its desires. We are to see ourselves as 
the new person we are in the Lord Jesus.  

We are priests and children of God, and we are to live 
godly lives among the pagans around us (verse 12). We 
are to deny the desires of our old fleshly nature and feed 
the new spirit within us. We ought to be thankful for the 
changes we see in our character and display to all around 
us that we belong to the holy nation of the living God. The 
world ought to see this difference in us. This section chal-
lenges us to live so that the world will recognize God in us 
and bring glory to His name. Our lives should point the un-
believer to the Lord Jesus and the work He has done in us. 
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For Consideration: 

• What does it mean to be chosen by God? Where 
would you be today if the Lord Jesus had not 
reached out to you? 

• What does it mean to be a royal priesthood? What 
are the responsibilities of the priest? 

• In what way are we aliens and strangers in this 
world? 

• Peter stated that we have the nature of Christ living 
in us. How is this reality evident in you? What does 
the nature of Christ produce in you? What does the 
fleshly nature produce in you? 

For Prayer: 

• Thank the Lord that He chose to save you from sin. 

• Thank God for the wonderful presence of Christ He 
has put in you. 

• Ask the Lord to give you the grace to resist the flesh 
and its sinful desires. Pray specifically against the 
sinful desires you personally wrestle with today. 

• Ask the Lord to enable you to live a life of praise 
and glory to His name. 

• Ask Him to reveal anything in you that does not 
bring Him honor.  Ask Him for grace to cast this off. 

 



 

 

2 4  

R E L A T I O N S H I P S  

Read 1 Peter 2:13-25 

Here in this final section of chapter 2, Peter spoke about 
the importance of maintaining good relationships with all 
those around us. It is true that we are aliens and strangers 
in this world. The unbeliever does not understand who we 
are or how we think. Our ways and thoughts may be differ-
ent from those of the world, but we are still to do our best 
to live with unbelievers in harmony and respect. We need 
to remember that the believers to whom Peter was writing 
were suffering at the hands of those in authority over them. 
Peter challenged these suffering believers to persevere 
and maintain a good witness for their Saviour in the eyes 
of those who persecuted them. 

In verse 13 Peter called his readers to submit to every hu-
man authority. These authorities had been instituted 
among men. These were not spiritual authorities but sec-
ular. God expects believers, however, to respect the polit-
ical and civil governing authorities. We are to be model 
citizens. We must not give anyone the opportunity to blas-
pheme the name of the Lord because of our actions. What 
kind of testimony would we have if we lived in constant 
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disobedience and disrespect of the authorities that exist in 
our land?  

The only exception to this is when those in authority de-
mand that we disobey the higher authority of God. We 
have a clear example of this in the book of Acts. When the 
apostles were commanded by those in authority to no 
longer to teach in the name of the Lord Jesus they re-
sponded by saying: “We must obey God rather than men” 
(Acts 5:29). As believers, our allegiance to God takes pri-
ority over our obedience to civil authorities. When forced 
to make a decision between obeying God and obeying civil 
authorities the believer must obey the Lord God and be 
willing to face the consequences. 

Notice that we are to submit for the Lord’s sake to these 
authorities. This adds a whole new dimension to this issue 
of submission to secular authorities. We must submit to 
kings and governors in order that the purpose and plans of 
God would be unhindered. How does our submission to 
authorities accomplish the purposes of the Lord? 

According to verse 15, our submission will silence the ig-
norant talk of foolish men. (See Luke 20:20-26.) If we are 
model citizens, unbelievers will see in us an example to 
follow. The same is true in the case of our work. By being 
careful to submit to those over us in our places of work, we 
demonstrate to them that we are reliable, honest, and re-
spectable workers. The unbelievers around us will see that 
those who follow the Lord Jesus Christ are honorable peo-
ple. They will see us as a people they can trust. In this, 
God is glorified and His kingdom purposes unhindered. If 
we are rebellious and disrespectful, however, we give peo-
ple a legitimate reason to criticize. People see our bad ex-
ample and want nothing of our faith.  
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In the day that Peter wrote this letter, the Jews wrestled 
constantly with the Roman authorities who ruled the land. 
The Jews did not see that they owed any allegiance to 
Rome because they saw themselves as under God alone. 
They proved to be a thorn in the side of Rome. Rome did 
not look favorably on them or their God. They saw the 
Jews as a rebellious and hostile people who needed to be 
suppressed. It would have been easy for believers, who 
came from this background, to see that their only obliga-
tion was to God. Peter challenged them to surrender also 
to the governing authorities for the sake of the Lord. 

In verse 16 Peter told believers that they were to live as 
free men and women who were servants of God. There 
seems to be a contrast here between being free and being 
a servant. Can we be free and be servants at the same 
time? A servant is under a master’s control and must obey 
his commands. Servants are not free to do as they please. 
The answer to this question lies in the nature of the free-
dom Peter was speaking about. This freedom was not the 
freedom to do as we please but the freedom that the Lord 
Jesus has given us from slavery to sin. 

We have all discovered that the freedom to do as we 
please only leads to bondage. If we do whatever comes 
into our minds to do, we will soon find ourselves enslaved 
by all the deceptions of the world. Only in the Lord Jesus 
can we have victory over sin. When He gives us this vic-
tory, we are free. We are not bound to the sinful flesh to do 
its will. We are not blinded by the world around us and the 
lies of the enemy. Instead, we see what we were created 
to be. We are free to become everything that God intended 
for us. Peter told believers to live as those who had been 
freed from sin and its effects.  
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The apostle went on to say that believers were not to use 
their freedom as an excuse for evil. It is a wonderful thing 
to know that our sins are forgiven and that we have a place 
in heaven prepared for us. How comforting it is to know 
that not even Satan can take that blessing from us. There 
are those who abuse this grace, however. In this context, 
the individuals that Peter was speaking to believed that, 
because they were citizens of heaven, they did not have 
to obey their earthly leaders. Peter told them that they 
were not to use their freedom in Christ as an excuse to live 
in rebellion against the earthly authorities God had placed 
over them. They were to live with the realization that they 
were indeed free citizens of heaven but servants of God 
on earth. As His servants, they were to obey Him, and, in 
this case, it meant being respectful of their earthly leaders. 
(See Matthew 17:24-27.) 

This respect was to be given not only to leaders but to eve-
ryone (verse 17). Peter commanded Christians to love the 
brotherhood of believers, to love and fear God, and to 
honor the king. When the Lord Jesus ministered on earth, 
He demonstrated what it meant to show respect to all peo-
ple. He reached out to sinners and loved them when the 
rest of society wanted to get rid of them. He reached out 
to the lepers that no one wanted to touch. He chose a tax 
collector to be one of His disciples. He touched prostitutes 
and beggars. He did not accept their sin, but He respected 
each and every individual as worthy of His attention and 
mercy. We are called to do the same.  

Even slaves were to submit to their masters (verse 18). 
They were to serve those masters with respect. Peter was 
not saying that slavery was right. The reality of the matter 
was that slavery was already deeply rooted in the society 
of that day. Although slaves had no rights in society, they 
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were equal to other members in the church. Peter, how-
ever, told them to remain as they were and to serve their 
masters with all their heart. Notice that obedience was not 
only commanded for slaves who had good masters but 
also for slaves who had cruel masters. This would not be 
easy, but slaves were to demonstrate, even under severe 
circumstances, the power of God to love, forgive, and re-
spect their masters. 

God was not blind to the things that were happening to 
slaves who were being harshly treated. God would reward 
them for their faithfulness in the difficulties they faced. It is 
relatively easy to serve well when things are going 
smoothly. It is much more difficult to serve when the cir-
cumstances are unfair or unjust. Peter told these slaves, 
however, that if they were beaten or judged because of 
something they had done wrong, they would receive no 
reward from God. Their reward would come by living faith-
fully to their master. 

What we need to see here is that there are times when the 
Lord God will call us to face trials and suffering in this harsh 
and sinful world. God is not only the God of the good times 
but also the God of the bad times. He needs those who will 
demonstrate to the world what it is like to praise God in the 
times of blessing. He also needs those who will demon-
strate that His power, peace, and joy are also present in 
the difficult times of life when everything seems to be fall-
ing apart. When Jesus faced the insults of His enemies, 
He did not return evil (verse 23). When they beat Him with 
the whip and crucified Him on the cross, He did not 
threaten them. Instead, He entrusted Himself to God and 
left all judgment to Him. We have His example to follow. 

When the Jews killed Stephen in the Book of Acts, Ste-
phen had this same attitude. He did not seek vengeance. 
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He simply looked up to heaven and committed himself to 
God. Even in his death, he honored God and loved his ac-
cusers (see Acts 7:60).  

The Lord Jesus willingly surrendered to the purpose of 
God and allowed His enemies to kill Him. He did not love 
His earthly life more than obedience to God. The result 
was that God’s great salvation was accomplished. 
Through Christ’s wounds and ultimate death, we were set 
free from the terrible grip of sin. We had been like wander-
ing sheep destined to perish, but Jesus, like a loving and 
tender shepherd, brought us back to the Father. His suf-
fering accomplished the glory of God and our great good. 

The challenge of this section is for us to be a people who 
live with respect for authority and for all we come into con-
tact with. We must be humble enough to recognize the 
God-ordained authority of those who minister over us. We 
submit to authority so that we do not hinder the purposes 
of God. We do this so we can demonstrate to the world 
that God’s love is in us. To give respect does not mean 
that we agree with the other person. David did not agree 
with Saul when Saul sought to kill him, but David always 
honored Saul as king. David would not take the life of his 
king because he knew that although Saul was acting in re-
bellion, he was still the one God had placed in authority 
(see 1 Samuel 26:9-11, 23-24). We need to have this 
same attitude. We do not always understand God’s ways 
but we submit to Him with the knowledge that as we walk 
in faithful obedience, He will accomplish His purpose for 
our good and His glory. 
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For Consideration: 

• Do you have a hard time loving someone? 
What is the challenge of this passage to you 
today? 

• Does respecting someone mean that you have 
to agree with them and what they do?  

• Why is it important that we learn to respect 
those in authority over us? How is this a good 
testimony for the Lord?  

• What example did the Lord Jesus leave us to 
follow?  

For Prayer: 

• Ask the Lord to give you the grace to be obedi-
ent to those in authority over you. Ask Him to 
give you the grace to be a testimony for His 
glory even in the difficult times. 

• Ask God to forgive you for any words spoken 
against those He has put in authority over you.  

• Thank the Lord for the example He has set for 
you in obedience to the Father even in death 
and persecution. Ask God for grace to walk as 
the Lord Jesus did. 





 

 

2 5  

H U S B A N D S  A N D  W I V E S  

Read 1 Peter 3:1-7 

We have been reviewing Peter’s instruction in this epistle 
about the relationships we have as believers. In the last 
meditation, we were challenged to live with respect for 
those who were over us. In this section, he directed atten-
tion to the relationship between husbands and wives. 

Wives 

Peter began by challenging wives to be submissive to their 
husbands. Notice the connection between this chapter and 
chapter two. He told wives that they were to be submissive 
to their husbands in the same way that all believers were 
to be subject to the authorities that were over them. Again, 
he emphasized the fact that this was to be true for the un-
believing husband as well as the believing husband. In 
chapter 2, Peter made it quite clear that believers must 
submit, in the Lord even to unbelievers in authority over 
them. Slaves were to be subject to their unbelieving mas-
ters. In the same way, the Christian wife was to be subject 
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to her husband whether he was a believer or an unbe-
liever. 

It is important that we note that, the Christian wife’s alle-
giance to God takes priority over her relationship with her 
husband. In Acts 5:29, the apostles disregarded the com-
mand of the city officials not to teach anymore in the name 
of Jesus. They willingly disregarded the command of those 
in authority because it would have led them to disobey the 
clear command of the Lord. When faced with a choice be-
tween obeying her husband or obeying God, the Christian 
wife must clearly choose to obey the higher authority of the 
Lord. In all other things, however, she was to willingly sub-
mit. 

Peter speaks particularly to the Christian wife married to 
an unbelieving husband. He challenged her to be subject 
to him so that, by her submissive spirit, her husband might 
come to believe the Word of God. What a powerful testi-
mony it is to an unbelieving husband when his wife loves 
and honours him. Not only might he respect her for this, 
but he may also come to love the Lord who has made her 
the woman she is.  

It is important that soldiers in the army obey and submit to 
their commander. If they do not do so, there will only be 
confusion and chaos on the battlefield. The same is true in 
the family. A wife is to see to it that she does all she can to 
work in harmony with her husband. She is to support him 
and honour him as the head of the home and, in so doing, 
win his heart and possibly even save his soul. 

In our age, it is quite easy for women to focus on outward 
beauty. Peter did not discourage the wife from doing what 
she could to take care of herself. He challenged women, 
however, to set their hearts not so much on outward 



Husbands and Wives 

 

153

beauty but on the inner beauty of character and spirit. 
Braids, gold jewelry, and fine clothes are not what makes 
a woman beautiful. The true beauty of a woman comes 
from what is inside. Her gentle and quiet spirit is of far 
greater beauty than any dress or fine clothes. This outward 
beauty will quickly fade. The inner beauty of character will 
grow over time. This is to be the focus of the godly woman. 
She is to seek the Lord about her inner person. She is to 
learn to live in obedience to God’s purpose and plan. The 
inner blemishes of anger, bitterness, and jealousy need to 
be replaced by the beautiful fruit of the Spirit. These are 
her true jewels.  

Let me add something else here for husbands. It is im-
portant that we see our wives from a spiritual perspective. 
How easy it is for men to look only on the outward beauty. 
We need to look beyond the outward appearance to see 
and nurture the inner beauty of our wives. We need to train 
our eyes to enjoy the loveliness of our wife’s character and 
gifts.  

The apostle Peter challenged women everywhere to follow 
the example of the holy women of old who submitted to 
and supported their husbands. In verse 6 Peter told wives 
that they were daughters of Sarah if they did what was 
right and did not give way to fear. This exhortation is some-
what difficult to understand. How are we to understand this 
phrase “do not give way to fear”?  

One possibility is that Peter was speaking about the fear 
of submitting. To submit to someone is not always easy. 
Submission requires strength of character and trust in the 
individual to whom we are submitting. Soldiers in the army 
need to put aside fear and trust the commander and his 
orders. They must willingly give up the control of their lives 
in order to do the will of their superiors. This is a fearful 
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thing. Who among us has not felt a certain fear in surren-
dering all we have to the Lord and His control? Unbelievers 
often do not come to the Lord because they are afraid of 
surrendering all they have.  

In a similar way, Peter called wives to submit to their hus-
bands. When they married their husbands, they offered 
themselves to them. The woman willingly chose to put 
aside her ideas of independence in favor of joining her 
heart and life to that of her husband. Although this could 
cause fear, Peter challenged the wife, not to give in to this 
fear but to surrender to her husband. She was to trust God 
and step out in faith and support of her husband and his 
endeavours. In so doing, she would be a daughter of Sa-
rah who willingly followed her husband, Abraham, into the 
unknown, leaving the land of their birth to follow the will 
and purpose of God. 

Husbands 

Up to this point, Peter had been speaking to wives. He now 
takes a moment to speak husbands. He challenged hus-
bands in verse 7 to be considerate of their wives. They 
were to consider their wives’ needs and desires as being 
as important as their own. This principle ruled out any 
sense of dictatorship in marriage. While the wife was to 
submit to her husband, the husband was to be considerate 
of his wife and treat her with the utmost respect. He was 
to take his wife’s interests and needs into account in all his 
decisions. He was to seek here wellbeing in all he did. 

Husbands were to respect their wives recognizing that 
they are heirs together of the gift of life. God has chosen 
women as well as men to be His children. His promises 
are for both sexes. His love is toward both men and 
women. He offered his Son to die for women as well as 
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men. There is no distinction as far as salvation is con-
cerned. Women inherit the kingdom of God as well as 
men. We are equal partners in Christ. The husband is to 
live with his wife, realizing that she is an equal partner in 
grace. To mistreat or abuse her would be to abuse a child 
of God. A cruel husband will be judged by God. Notice in 
particular in verse 7 that if the husband does not treat his 
wife with this respect and consideration, God will literally 
turn his back on him and refuse to answer his prayers. 

What we need to see here is that while there are certain 
roles in the family, there should be mutual respect between 
husbands and wives. A wife is to submit to her husband 
and stand behind him in his endeavours. A husband is to 
stand behind his wife, supporting her and encouraging her 
in her needs and interests. Peter appealed to both hus-
bands and wives to put aside their own interests for each 
other.  

The wife is to honour her husband. The husband is to 
honour his wife, realizing that if he does not do so his pray-
ers will not be heard and he will be judged by God. To-
gether they are to learn to put aside their selfish interests 
and desires for the sake of each other. They are to bless 
and stand with each other for the sake of the Lord. Accord-
ing to Peter, this was God’s purpose for marriage. 

 

For Consideration: 

• How much of the Lord Jesus does your partner see 
in you? Are you demonstrating the inner beauty of 
the Lord in your actions and words? 
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• What does it mean to submit? Does submission 
mean that we are being controlled or dominated? 

• If you are married, do you and your wife share a 
common purpose in life? Are you working together 
for a common goal or have you become divided in 
purpose? 

• What warning does this passage give to husbands 
who do not respect their wives? 

For Prayer: 

• Ask the Lord to enable you as a wife to submit to 
and stand with your husband. 

• Ask the Lord to help you as a husband to be more 
considerate and respectful of your wife 

• Take a moment to ask the Lord to give you the 
grace to be what your partner needs you to be. 

• Pray that God would bring healing to marriages of 
our day. Ask God to minister in your own marriage 
so that it reflects more clearly the heart of God for 
you as a couple. 

• Ask God to join you and your marriage partner to-
gether in a deeper way for the glory of His name. 

 



 

 

2 6  

L I V I N G  I N  H A R M O N Y  

Read 1 Peter 3:8-12 

Peter’s concern in this section of his epistle is that believ-
ers live in a right relationship with those around them. He 
challenged his readers to respect the secular authorities 
that ruled over them. In the last section, we saw how he 
encouraged husbands and wives in their relationship with 
each other. Here in this section of chapter 3, he gave some 
general guidelines to govern relationships in the body of 
Christ. 

Live in Harmony 

In verse 8 Peter began by challenging believers to live in 
harmony with each other. The word translated harmony 
here means “to be of one mind.” It is important that we un-
derstand that this does not mean that we should all try to 
think the same way. There will always be differences of 
opinion in the body of Christ. An engine has many different 
parts. Each part of the engine serves a purpose. These 
parts do not look the same or work in the same way. If the 
engine is to work properly, however, all those parts must 
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work together in harmony. All parts work toward a common 
goal. This can only be possible in the body of Christ if we 
put the Lord Jesus and His purposes first. We cannot be 
seeking our own will. All must be surrendered to the Lord. 
We must remember that we were not intended to work in-
dependently. We must work with each other if we are to be 
what God intended us to be. To live in harmony means that 
we consider each other in all that we do. Selfishness and 
self-centeredness have no place in the body of Christ. 

Be Sympathetic 

Next, Peter challenged believers to be sympathetic to each 
other. To be sympathetic is to feel for each other. The per-
son who is sympathetic feels the pain and hurt of others. 
When a brother or sister is facing a difficult trial, the sensi-
tive person shares the pain of the trial. The sympathetic 
individual feels personal grief when others are grieved. 
Again, this rules our self-centeredness. The healthy 
church is one where people feel the pain of the individual 
members of the body and are not concerned about their 
own interests alone. 

Love as Brothers 

Peter tells his readers next to love as brothers. The word 
“brothers” indicates that they belong to the same family 
and as such have an obligation to protect, love and en-
courage each other. While we can love someone we do 
not know, brotherly love is directed to those in the same 
family. There is a closer fellowship and intimacy here.  
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Be Compassionate 

To be compassionate is to be tender-hearted. It is to have 
pity on someone in their trial or need. Compassion is an 
action word. You cannot say you have compassion for 
someone if you see a need and do nothing about it. By its 
very nature, compassion requires that we reach out and 
minister to the need we see before us. Tenderhearted peo-
ple feel deeply the pain of their brothers and sisters and 
will do whatever they can to ease that burden. 

Be Humble 

This word is translated by the English word courteous in 
the King James Version of the Bible. To be humble in this 
sense is to be kind, friendly, and well-mannered. It is to 
treat each other with respect and dignity. Humility recog-
nizes that it owes courtesy and kindness in word and deed 
to a fellow human being. How easy it is to lash out. How 
easy it is to take those closest to us for granted. We forget 
to thank them. We forget to honour them and treat them 
kindly. To be humble is to not take these things for granted. 
It is to respect those we meet and treat them with dignity.  

Return Blessing for Evil 

Peter went on to say in verse 9 that believers were not to 
repay evil with evil or insult with insult. The reality of the 
matter is that relationships are not perfect on this earth. 
Sometimes, acting in the flesh, people say things they re-
gret later. What is the godly response to this? According to 
Peter, when we are insulted, we are not to return the insult. 
Instead, we are to seek to bless the one who insulted or 
offended us. God calls us to forgive others and seek the 
spiritual well-being even of our enemies, and God will 
honour and comfort us in return.    
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Turn from Evil and Seek Good 

If we wish to see good days and enjoy the blessings of 
God in our lives, then we must turn from evil and do good. 
We must resist the fleshly temptations to seek our own 
way or to get even with someone who has offended us. 
We must actively seek the good of those around us. We 
must learn to bless and honour our fellow human being if 
we want to be blessed ourselves. 

Seek Peace 

It is possible for us to do the things mentioned above and 
still have many struggles in our lives. There are people 
who seem bent on causing problems and division in the 
body of Christ. Sometimes these individuals will need to 
be disciplined. Our goal, however, needs to be to seek 
peace. 

Notice in verse 11 that the apostle stated that not only 
were believers to seek peace but they were also to pursue 
it. Peace is something that needs to be maintained. If we 
do not constantly seek peace, it will very quickly disappear. 
In this world of sin, we will often have to apologize. We will 
often have to forgive those who have caused offense. All 
too many things can get between us as husbands and 
wives or as members of the body of Christ. We can be sure 
that the enemy will do his utmost to cause division in the 
body of Christ. Sometimes pursuing peace will be a difficult 
process. It is something, however, we must strive for and 
maintain in our relationships with our brothers and sisters. 

Peter concludes his exhortation by reminding his readers 
that the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and His ears 
are attentive to their cries. He sets His face, however, 
against those who do evil. The Lord sees how we treat our 
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brother or sister. He knows the things we have said to them 
and the way we have acted toward them. To dishonor a 
brother or sister in Christ is to grieve the heart of God. 
Those who love the Lord Jesus and have experienced His 
love in their lives seek to live in peace and harmony with 
their neighbour. They will not want to be the cause of dis-
unity and division. 

 

For Consideration: 

• Do you have a brother or sister that you have a 
hard time respecting and honoring? What does this 
passage say to you personally? 

• Do you feel the pain of your brother or sister in 
Christ? How do you respond when a brother or sis-
ter is grieving or undergoing a severe trial? Is there 
someone you can minister to today in Christ’s 
name? 

• Is it possible for us to have differences of opinion 
and still live in harmony? 

• Is it always possible to live at peace with all peo-
ple? What should be our response toward those 
who do not want to be at peace with us? 

• Do you treat the people around you with dignity and 
respect? What is the connection between true hu-
mility and being courteous and respectful to those 
around us? 
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For Prayer:   

• Are there people who have hurt you? Ask God to 
show you how you can bless them? 

• Are there people you need to make peace with to-
day? Ask God to give you the strength and grace 
to humble yourself. 

• Ask God to help you to treat those you come in 
contact with, with respect and dignity. 

• Ask God to give you the grace to be able to be at 
peace with those around you. Ask Him to remove 
any obstacle to this peace with a brother or sister. 

 



 

 

2 7  

S U F F E R I N G  F O R  D O I N G  

G O O D  

Read 1 Peter 3:13-17 

In his letter, Peter challenges us to live such a life that peo-
ple will have nothing evil to say about us. Generally, this 
will keep us from problems, but it is not a guarantee. Even 
the Lord Jesus had people speak against Him. Believers 
all over the world have suffered for doing good. 

Peter, who was no stranger to suffering, understood that 
doing good and serving the Lord did not guarantee free-
dom from trials. He had himself suffered for the kingdom 
of God.  In verse 14 Peter wrote that God’s blessing was 
on those who suffered for doing good.  

Notice in verse 14 that Peter commanded believers to re-
sist fear that would inevitably come when they were facing 
persecution. Fear is an understandable response but it is 
one that will cause us to take our eyes away from the Lord. 
Fear causes us to forget that God is in control of our situ-
ation and sees all that is happening to us. 
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Peter reminds his readers that the only way believers 
could resist fear was to set Christ apart in their hearts as 
Lord. This means that we must keep Christ as the central 
focus of our lives and to commit our lives afresh to Him as 
our Sovereign God. It means recognizing that He is Lord 
over every situation that comes our way. The temptation is 
to see evil as being more powerful. The Lord, however, is 
greater than any evil that can happen to us. He is Lord over 
all circumstances and trials. 

Just before Stephen was stoned, he looked up to heaven 
and saw the glory of God and the Lord Jesus standing at 
the right hand of God (Acts 7:55). The result of this was 
that Stephen was encouraged and strengthened in his 
trial. In times of our own distress, we are to fix our eyes on 
the Lord Jesus. We are to recognize Him as Lord. He is 
the sovereign God of the universe. He is the Lord over all. 
To Him, every knee will one day bow. There is nothing 
outside of His control. There is no enemy that can defeat 
Him.  We are in His hands and we bow in submission to 
Him and His sovereign care in our time of need. Recogniz-
ing Him as Lord will enable us to walk in deeper peace in 
the midst of our trial.  

To set Christ apart as Lord is more than recognizing him 
as being in control of all the events and circumstances of 
life. It also means to live in obedience to Him. It is to rec-
ognize that if He is Lord, then I need to be His obedient 
servant. In the midst of trials, it is very easy to compromise. 
It is in these trials, however, that we can truly demonstrate 
to the world the reality of what we have in the Lord Jesus. 
The world often sees the Lord Jesus in us more clearly in 
difficult times. They see His power to overcome. The world 
needs to see how Christians face trials. They need to see 
Christians who face their suffering with grace, joy, and 
faithfulness. They need to see the power of God in us to 
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love and forgive those who offend us. They see the grace 
and mercy of God demonstrated in our suffering. This 
could cause them to ask us why we have such hope and 
confidence in our struggle. Peter challenged believers to 
be ready to share the reason for this hope (verse 15). Our 
obedience to Christ and faithfulness to Him in our trials is 
a powerful testimony to the ever-watching world of the 
hope and grace God provides for all who love and walk 
faithfully with Him. 

Notice that there is a proper way to share the hope. We 
are to witness with gentleness and respect. Only the Spirit 
of God can give us this gentleness and respect toward 
those who harm us. David is a clear example of this. He 
always respected Saul as the man God had chosen to lead 
Israel. Even when Saul sought to kill David, David contin-
ued to respect him as God’s chosen leader. He refused to 
speak evil of Saul. His words about Saul and his actions 
toward Saul always demonstrated deep respect even 
though he did not always appreciate what Saul was doing 
to him (see 1 Samuel 26:9-11, 23-24).  

In all that we do, we are to keep a clear conscience before 
God so that those who gossip and speak evil about us will 
ultimately be put to shame. They will be exposed for their 
lies. People will see the truth in the way we live and in the 
way we respond to malicious attacks. When the civil rulers 
of his day tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel 
in regard to how he conducted government affairs they 
were unable to do so because he was faithful in his admin-
istration (Daniel 6:4-5). This is how we ought to live our 
lives. 

Peter concludes by reminding readers that it is better, if it 
is the will of the Lord, for believers to suffer for doing good 
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instead of evil. Things will not always be easy for the be-
liever. There will be times when the Lord will call us to face 
opposition and struggle. As we face these trials in life, we 
need to actively commit ourselves to Christ as Lord in our 
hearts and continue to walk in faithful obedience to His will. 
We are to trust Him in our trial recognizing that He will re-
ward us in His perfect time. 

 

For Consideration: 

• What does this passage teach us about believers 
suffering even when they are walking faithfully with 
the Lord? Does obedience to the Lord guarantee 
that we will never have to suffer? 

• What does fear do to the believer? Instead of giving 
into fear, what is the Lord’s will for us? 

• What does it mean to set apart Christ as Lord in 
our hearts? How does this enable us to face the 
trials of life? 

• How does God use trials as a witnessing tool? 
Have you always been a good witness in the midst 
of your trials? 

• What did Peter say about having respect for our 
enemies? Have you been able to live up to this in 
your personal life? 

For Prayer: 

• Thank the Lord that He is able to take you through 
each and every trial you face in life. Thank Him that 
His blessing is available to you even in the midst of 
your trial. 
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• Ask the Lord to help you to overcome any fear you 
have in your life. Ask Him instead to help you to 
trust more fully in Him. 

• Are you facing a trial today? Ask the Lord to enable 
you to set Him apart as Lord in your heart.  

• Ask God to keep you faithful and humble in your 
trial so that you will be a positive witness for Him 
before the world.  

• Ask the Lord to teach you to respect your enemies. 
Thank Him that they are vessels He will use to 
shape you in your walk with Him. 

 





 

 

2 8  

C H R I S T ' S  W O R K  

Read 1 Peter 3:18-22 

In the midst of trials and difficulties, Peter challenged be-
lievers to set Jesus as Lord in their hearts. Here in this final 
section of chapter 3, Peter reminds these believers of what 
the Lord Jesus had done for them. 

In verse 18 the apostle wrote that Christ Jesus died for sins 
once for all. There are various ways of interpreting this 
word “all.” First, when Jesus died on the cross, He died 
once for all time. In other words, there will never be another 
death required. This one death was sufficient to accom-
plish all that God intended it to accomplish.  

Second, there is the aspect that Christ died once for all sin. 
His one death covered every sin we ever committed. Every 
sin is covered by that one death of the Lord Jesus. Hun-
dreds of thousands of bulls and goats were slaughtered in 
the Old Testament period, but none of them were able to 
cover all sin. Jesus death forgave us for all sin. 
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Third, there is yet another aspect to this word “all.” That 
one death of the Lord Jesus Christ covered the sins of all 
(every person) who would come to Him. For everyone who 
will come to Him, there is forgiveness and cleansing. 

Notice also in verse 18 that the death of the Lord Jesus 
was the death of the righteous for the unrighteous. As an 
unrighteous people, we were under the wrath of God. We 
deserved to be punished. Christ, on the other hand, was 
righteous. He had no sin nature and never sinned. He was 
the perfect Lamb of God who paid the penalty for our sin. 
We see the amazing love of the Lord Jesus for us in this 
passage. His love is such that He willingly laid down His 
life to pay the penalty for sins He did not commit so we 
could have a relationship with Him. 

Peter went on to tell his readers that the Lord Jesus was 
put to death in the body, but death could not hold Him. As 
the sinless Son of God, he rose bodily from the grave. He 
was victorious over sin and death. His victory gives us 
hope. 

Notice in verse 19 how Peter told his readers that when 
the Spirit of God gave Christ life He went and preached to 
the spirits in prison who had disobeyed long ago in the 
days of Noah. This verse has caused problems for many 
commentators and needs to be examined briefly in this 
context. 

Why did Peter mention the story of Noah in this passage? 
It seems he did so to illustrate what the Lord Jesus did for 
us on the cross. In Noah’s day, God chose to judge sin and 
rebellion by sending a great flood. The flood covered the 
earth and destroyed men, women, children and every liv-
ing creature apart from those protected by the ark. This 
was God’s great judgment of sin. 
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We were like those individuals in the days of Noah. We 
were lost in sin and under the judgment of God. It was into 
this situation that the Lord Jesus came to offer a solution. 
He provided for us an ark of safety. He Himself was our 
ark. Only through Him could we pass through the waters 
of God’s judgment. All who remain outside of Christ, like 
those who remained outside of Noah’s ark, will be con-
demned. Those who take refuge in Him, however, no 
longer need to fear the condemnation of sin and death. 
Victory over sin is in the Lord Jesus alone. 

Peter compared the water that Noah’s family went through 
to the water of baptism. Noah’s family passed safely 
through the water that condemned those who rejected the 
offer of God to enter the ark. They passed through the wa-
ters safely because they were protected by the ark as a 
symbol of Christ. Isn’t this what baptism speaks of? It 
speaks of the work of Christ that protects us from the rag-
ing waters of God’s judgement.  

Peter uses the story of Noah to illustrate further the work 
of Christ in verse 22. Here he reminds us that the Lord 
Jesus passed through the waters of death and overcame 
them, as illustrated by Noah’s family passing through the 
flood. The Lord rose from death and went to be again with 
his Father, where today He sits at the right hand of God. 
The right hand represents the place of honour. 

The story of Noah is a powerful illustration of the work of 
Jesus Christ for our salvation. In the story of Noah, the 
Lord God shares the message of the gospel. He revealed 
His anger against sin and the lostness of all who are in sin. 
He reveals His judgment of sin and to what extent He will 
go to punish the sinner. Through Noah God also shared a 
way of escape through His provision of an ark of refuge. 
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He made it clear that the only hope of escaping the judg-
ment of God was to enter that ark. Only those who were in 
the ark were safe from the judgment of God. Noah’s ark 
was a clear symbol to the people of his day of the work of 
the Messiah and what He would come to do. 

For generations, people spoke of what happened during 
the flood. They saw the holiness of God and His provision 
for those who would trust in His means of salvation. God 
shared the gospel to those people in Noah’s day. He re-
minded them that the way of salvation was narrow. There 
was only one door through which they could go if they 
wanted to be saved from His wrath. There was also a time 
limit. The judgment of God was very real. It would come 
upon those who had been warned but refused to take heed 
to the warning. The gospel was preached to the people of 
Noah’s day by means of a powerful example of a family 
who trusted in the provision of God for their salvation.  

There are those who would interpret 1 Peter 3:19 to imply 
that Jesus literally went to preach to the souls of Noah’s 
day who were being held in some sort of prison until they 
could hear the gospel preached to them. The problem with 
this interpretation is that there is nothing in the rest of 
Scripture to support the idea that we can die as unbeliev-
ers and be given a second chance after our death to hear 
the gospel and be saved. 

Notice also that Peter takes the time in this context to open 
up the illustration of the ark as a symbol of salvation 
through Christ in verse 21. He does this because it is the 
means by which the gospel was preached to these men 
and women who were bound in their prison of sin and re-
bellion against God. 
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Just as the ark was the only hope for Noah’s family, so the 
Lord Jesus is our only hope. He died so that we could 
come to God. He died so that we could safely pass through 
the waters of God’s judgment. How wonderful it is to know 
that His blood covers all our sin. We can approach God 
without fear. We can face our suffering without fear. Even 
though Jesus’ obedience to God resulted in His persecu-
tion and death, He rose from the grave in resurrection vic-
tory. In Him, as our ark of safety, we too will experience 
that same victory.   

 

For Consideration: 

• What did Peter mean when he said that Christ died 
“once for all”? What encouragement do you find in 
this?  

• What hope does the resurrection of the Lord Jesus 
bring to us?  

• How is Noah’s ark an illustration of the work of the 
Lord Jesus?  

• What does baptism symbolize? How does the story 
of Noah teach us about baptism?  

• How did Noah and the ark illustrate the salvation of 
God to the people of his day? What does this teach 
us about God’s desire to communicate His salva-
tion to all generations? 

For Prayer: 

• Thank the Lord that He did not hesitate to offer 
Himself to us when we were still in our sin.  
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• Thank the Lord for how the story of Noah and the 
ark illustrates God’s way of salvation. Thank Him 
for how He conveyed this message to people in the 
Old Testament. 

• Thank the Lord for the victory we now have be-
cause of the work of the Lord Jesus on the cross. 

• Thank the Lord that His work on the cross covered 
all our sin. 

• Ask God to help you to live in light of what He has 
done for you. Ask Him to help you to walk faithfully 
with Him trusting Him in all your trials of life. 



 

 

2 9  

L I V I N G  I N  T H E  S P I R I T  

Read 1 Peter 4:1-6 

Peter has been speaking about the victorious work of the 
Lord Jesus for God’s great plan of salvation. In the last part 
of chapter 3, he stated that the Lord Jesus died once for 
all. Here in the first part of chapter 4, he took the time to 
explain what this meant for believers and what their re-
sponse needed to be as a result. 

Peter challenged believers in verse 1 to arm themselves 
to suffer just as the Lord Jesus suffered. There are those 
who preach a gospel that promises that if we come to the 
Lord Jesus, all our suffering and pain will cease. This is 
simply not the case. If anything, coming to the Lord Jesus 
will bring more trials into our lives. Just as the Lord Jesus 
suffered, so will we have to suffer. The world will not un-
derstand us and our ways. Even as Satan lashed out 
against the Lord Jesus, so he will lash out against those 
who follow Him. 

Notice that this suffering is in the body. This earthly body 
experiences the effects of sin. We will not take this body to 
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heaven with us. It belongs to this earth and will perish here 
on this earth. Our earthly bodies will be transformed to be 
like Christ’s glorious, resurrection body (see Philippians 
3:21; 1 Corinthians 15:42-54).   

Notice in verse 1 that Peter went on to explain that those 
who suffered in the body were “done with sin.” It is im-
portant that we grasp what Peter means here. Peter has 
been speaking about those who have armed themselves 
to suffer just as the Lord Jesus suffered. He has been 
speaking about those who had chosen to die to them-
selves and seek the Lord Jesus, no matter the cost. These 
individuals had finished with sin in their lives. They had 
chosen to turn their backs on sin and seek the Lord. They 
were willing to pay the price. They were willing to suffer for 
the cause of the gospel. This is in reality where each of us 
needs to be in our relationship with the Lord Jesus. 

Peter knew his audience. He knew what they were like be-
fore they met the Lord Jesus. They had been just like the 
world, living in drunkenness, immorality, lust, and idol wor-
ship. Things have not changed. Listen to unbelievers to-
day, and you will see that verse 3 still describes their lives. 
They live to feed the sinful desires of the flesh. 

According to verse 4, the unbeliever thinks it is quite 
strange when believers no longer have any desire to par-
ticipate in the wicked ways of the world. Unbelievers often 
mock the godly ways of believers, wondering what believ-
ers do for excitement. Unsaved people do not understand 
the fulfillment and joy of a relationship with Christ, and as 
a result, they often ridicule believers. 

What these unbelievers do not understand is that the day 
is coming when they will have to give an account of their 
lives to the Lord God who will judge them for their sin 
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(verse 5). While that judgment may not be immediate, it 
will be final. They will one day have to answer to the Lord 
God for their lewd behavior and for mocking God’s people 
and His ways.  

It is because of this judgment that the gospel is preached. 
Notice in verse 6 that the gospel was even preached to 
those who were dead at the time of Peter’s writing. From 
the very beginning, in the Garden of Eden, the message of 
the gospel was preached. God promised to Adam and Eve 
a descendant who would crush the head of Satan. That 
descendant was the Lord Jesus who would come to save 
His people from their sin. The prophets of the Old Testa-
ment spoke in detail of the Messiah who would come to 
set His people free. 

The message of the gospel has been preached from the 
very beginning of time. It is the message of a Saviour who 
came to die for our sins. Those who accept this message 
know the forgiveness of sins and eternal life in the pres-
ence of their heavenly Father (verse 6). While the life 
Christ offers is not always an easy life it is a life of victory 
and joy. Peter challenges all who know this salvation of 
Christ to walk faithfully in it knowing that though they may 
suffer in this earthly body there is great hope ahead.  

  

For Consideration: 

• Are you willing to face opposition and suffering for 
the cause of the Lord Jesus? Are you done with 
sin? 

• Does the unbeliever see a difference in your life-
style? Explain. 



James and 1, 2 Peter 

 

178

• What change has come to your life now that you 
have come to know the Lord Jesus?  

For Prayer: 

• Thank the Lord for the way He so willingly laid 
down His life for you. 

• Ask the Lord to help you to die more and more to 
the flesh and its sinful appetites. 

• Do you struggle with a particular fleshly appetite? 
Take a moment to ask the Lord for victory over this 
particular sin. 

• Thank the Lord that, despite the present suffering 
in our bodies, we have a wonderful hope in the age 
to come. 



 

 

3 0  

T H E  E N D  I S  N E A R  

Read 1 Peter 4:7-11 

Peter has been reminding us that being a believer will not 
always be easy. As people who have accepted the Lord 
Jesus as Savior, we are to expect that the world will have 
a problem understanding us and our ways. There will be 
trials and tribulations for those who love the Lord, but we 
must not lose hope. We are to keep our eyes fixed on the 
Lord and His purposes.  

Peter reminds his readers that the end of all things was 
near (verse 7). For the suffering believer, this would have 
been an encouraging thought. The day was fast approach-
ing when the Lord would return. At that time, all suffering 
and pain would cease. On that day, the Lord Jesus will 
bring His people to be with Him forever. He will bring jus-
tice and peace would reign. This is still the hope of all 
God’s people. We can face the difficulties because we 
know that the battle is the Lord’s. Righteousness and jus-
tice will prevail. 



James and 1, 2 Peter 

 

180

The fact that the end of all things is near ought not only to 
encourage us but, according to Peter, it ought also to re-
mind us that, more than ever before, we need to prepare 
for that end. In light of the fact that the end is near, there 
are several things we need to do. 

Be Clear Minded and Self-Controlled 

To be clear minded is to have a focus. All too often our 
focus is distorted. The world with all its attractions begins 
to take our focus from the Lord. The end is coming, so we 
need to set our eyes on the goal before us. Like a runner, 
we need to keep our focus and vision on the finish line. We 
want to be ready for the return of the Lord. We also need 
to be self-controlled. This means being disciplined in our 
actions. We should guard against concerns that distract us 
from godly purposes. We need to continue to be obedient 
and walk in God's purpose.  

Notice that the reason we need to be serious and disci-
plined is so that we can pray. Prayer is communicating with 
the Lord God. Through prayer and His Word, the Lord di-
rects and leads. When hardships increase, the need for 
time alone with Him will also increase. In that time of 
prayer, we will find wisdom and grace to face the trials and 
struggles that come our way. As the days of the end ap-
proach, we will need to be self-controlled so that we can 
pray and draw from our Lord all the wisdom and strength 
He has to offer. 

Love Each Other Deeply 

Verse 8 emphasizes the importance of loving each other. 
Notice that this is to be a deep love. What we need to un-
derstand is that love is an action word. To love is to serve 
and care for someone else. Love is not just a warm feeling 
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toward someone we care for. It is a commitment that 
stretches and strains to do good in spite of being treated 
with hostility.  

Peter stated that love covers a multitude of sins. There are 
some individuals who may use this verse as an excuse to 
sin. There are two senses in which we can understand this 
verse. First, love prevents us from sinning against our 
brother or sister. When we love others as the Lord would 
have us to love, we will not sin against them. It covers sin 
in that it prevents us from sinning.  

Second, love also has the ability to look beyond the sin of 
a brother or sister to the real person behind the sinful ex-
terior. The loving mother reaches out to her child even 
when the child is filthy because she sees the child she 
loves under the dirty exterior. In a similar way, the Lord 
enables us to accept the failures and faults of each other 
and truly love. 

Offer Hospitality 

One way to demonstrate fervent love for one another is to 
be hospitable. Hospitality is much more than offering a 
meal to friends from your church. This command has to do 
with ministering to each other and providing what is lacking 
to those in need. Notice that this hospitality is offered with-
out grumbling. When we offer what we have in love, we do 
so willingly and with a cheerful heart. It is a privilege and 
delight to minister in a loving spirit to others in their need. 
The day is approaching when the Lord Jesus will return to 
take us to be with Him to live forever under His eternal 
hospitality. In light of this, we need to open our homes and 
our hearts to each other.  
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Use Your Gifts to Serve Others 

When we love each other deeply, we will use our spiritual 
gifts to minister and encourage each other. Each gift is im-
portant and necessary if we are to advance the kingdom in 
these last days. God has given to each of us a unique gift, 
and each is necessary if the body of Christ is to function 
properly. When used together in love, the gifts minister 
powerfully to the needs of the body of Christ.  

Those who have speaking gifts are to speak as if they are 
speaking on God’s behalf (verse 11). The prophets of 
Scripture heard from God and spoke that message to His 
people. Peter was telling those who had these particular 
gifts to learn how to listen to God and share His heart. As 
the end approaches, we will need to hear more and more 
from the Lord. He has chosen to use gifted servants to 
communicate His heart. If you have speaking gifts, the 
body needs them. We need to hear God’s warnings and 
encouragements. We need God’s direction and guidance. 
Realize the importance of the gifts that God has given you 
and share them with others in the body of Christ so that 
they will be encouraged and directed by God through you 
in these last days. 

Speaking gifts are not the only gifts necessary in these end 
times. There are others in the body who have serving gifts. 
These individuals are able to see the needs around them 
and minister in practical ways to the body. This can be a 
very draining ministry. Serving others requires energy, wis-
dom, and the ability that God supplies. Peter challenged 
believers to use their spiritual gifts to serve the body of 
Christ so that the Lord would be praised. The closer we 
get to the day of the Lord, the more we will need each 
other.  
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These verses challenge us to prepare for the coming of 
the Lord by setting our focus on Him and loving and serv-
ing one another in the body of Christ. May God enable us 
to be ready for the Lord’s return and bring Him praise and 
glory in all we do. 

 

 For Consideration:  

• Why is it important for us to be clear minded and 
self-disciplined? Are you disciplined and self-con-
trolled in your spiritual life? 

• What evidence is there that the day of the Lord is 
approaching? 

• What gifts has the Lord given you? How are you 
using these gifts for the Lord and the church? 

• How has God been using the gifts of other believ-
ers in your life to bring encouragement and 
strengthening? 

For Prayer: 

• Ask the Lord to remove obstacles and distractions 
in your life so that you can focus on Him. 

• Ask God to give you a greater love and devotion to 
the body of Christ. 

• Ask God to show you how you can use your gifts 
for the sake of the body of Christ. 





 

 

3 1   

R E J O I C I N G  I N  T R I A L S  

Read 1 Peter 4:12-19 

Peter had made it quite clear that those who desired to 
serve the Lord would suffer in this life. In the last medita-
tion, he reminded his readers that the end of all things was 
approaching. They were to take courage in this reality. Be-
yond this, however, he told them that they should rejoice 
in their suffering for the Lord Jesus. 

Peter begins this thought in verse 12 by telling his readers 
that they should not be surprised that they were suffering 
painful trials. There are people who are truly surprised that 
they have to face trials when they come to know the Lord 
Jesus as their Savior. It would be wonderful if accepting 
the Lord Jesus meant the end of all suffering in life, but this 
is not the reality. 

For many, persecution begins the moment they accept the 
Lord. I remember some young teens in a church I worked 
with who, upon accepting the Lord Jesus, immediately 
faced opposition from their family. For these girls accept-
ing Jesus as their Savior was the beginning of suffering. 
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We should not be surprised at this. The world does not 
accept or understand the ways of God and His purposes. 
A soldier involved in a battle is not surprised that the en-
emy shoots at him. In a similar way, those of us who have 
enlisted in the army of the Lord should not be surprised 
that we are the target of Satan’s arrows. As believers, we 
must prepare ourselves for this opposition. 

Not only are we to be aware that trials will come but we 
must also learn how to rejoice in suffering for Christ. Ac-
cording to verse 13, the reason we are to rejoice in afflic-
tion for Christ is so that we may be overjoyed when the 
glory of the Lord is revealed. What is the revelation of the 
glory of the Lord? Could it be that this is a reference to the 
return of the Lord Jesus? If this is the case, the believer 
who willingly suffers will certainly delight at the appearance 
of the Lord, who will end this suffering and reward His serv-
ant. 

Peter provided another reason to rejoice in suffering in 
verse 14. Here he stated that when believers are insulted 
because of the name of the Lord Jesus, they know that the 
glory of the Lord Jesus rests on them. In other words, the 
world mocks and insults us because they do not like the 
presence of the glory of God that rests on us. We are in-
sulted because we reflect that glory of God in our lives. 
What an honor it is to be an instrument that reflects God 
and His character. What joy this ought to bring to our 
hearts to realize that we are shining like bright stars in the 
kingdom of God. 

Verses 15 and 16 make a distinction between suffering for 
doing right and suffering because of foolishness and sin. 
There are those who suffer because of their wicked ac-
tions. They may suffer at the hands of the law or of society 
that rejects them. This is not suffering for the sake of 
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Christ. To suffer for the cause of Christ is to suffer for doing 
what is right. It is to suffer because we live for Him and 
follow His will and purpose. 

While those who suffer for doing something evil deserve 
the consequences of their actions, those who suffer for do-
ing right suffer unjustly. There is nothing to be ashamed of 
if we suffer for Christ. When we are humiliated and suffer 
loss, we should remember that Jesus felt that same humil-
iation and loss. In suffering for doing good, we follow in the 
footsteps of the Lord Jesus.  

In verses 17-18 Peter wrote that God judges His own fam-
ily. He purges His family of sin through the process of trials 
and suffering at the hands of unbelievers. The Lord is pre-
paring for Himself a bride. If God is severe with His own 
people, what will the judgment be like for those outside His 
family? It is better to endure the fiery purging God has or-
dained in this life for believers than to suffer the eternal 
fires of God’s condemnation of unbelievers on the final 
Day of Judgment. 

Peter concludes with a challenge to those who were suf-
fering for the Lord Jesus. He challenged them to commit 
themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do 
good. Notice that they were to commit themselves to a 
faithful Creator. There are times when we do not under-
stand what the Lord is doing. In those times, all we can do 
is trust Him and His purposes. Our God is a faithful God 
who always has our best interests at heart. We can trust 
Him fully. 

Suffering is a necessary part of this earthly life. As believ-
ers, we will have to suffer just as the Lord Jesus suffered 
before us. In these times, however, we should be joyful. 
We should not let these times of suffering get us down. 
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Instead, we need to learn how to rejoice in these times be-
cause the Spirit of glory rests on us, because we bear the 
name of Christ, because God is purging our sin, and be-
cause we have a faithful Creator who has our best inter-
ests at heart. 

 

 For Consideration: 

• Have you ever suffered for doing what was right? 
Explain. 

• Why should it not surprise us that we will suffer in 
this life?  

• What reasons do we have to rejoice in our suffer-
ing?  

• What does God accomplish in us through suffer-
ing?  

• What is the difference between suffering for doing 
wrong and suffering for the Lord Jesus? 

For Prayer: 

• Thank the Lord that He is an awesome God who 
promises to always be with us no matter how great 
the trials in this life prove to be.  

• Ask the Lord to help you to learn how to rejoice in 
your suffering and trials.  

• Thank the Lord for the things He is accomplishing 
in you through your trial.  

• Take a moment to pray for friends or loved ones 
who do not know the Lord. Ask God to save them 
and spare them from the great judgment to come. 



 

 

3 2  

A  W O R D  T O  T H E  E L D E R S  

Read 1 Peter 5:1-4 

In this final chapter of 1 Peter, the apostle brought a par-
ticular challenge to elders and young men. Here in this first 
part of the chapter, we will look at Peter’s challenge to el-
ders. 

Peter appealed to the elders as a fellow elder (verse 1). 
He placed himself on the same level as these elders alt-
hough he was more than an elder—he was also an apos-
tle. As a fellow elder, Peter understood the challenges of 
being a leader in a local assembly. 

Notice that not only was Peter a fellow elder but he was 
also a witness of Christ’s sufferings. He saw the Lord Je-
sus on the cross. He saw Him suffer and die. Peter had 
personally added to that suffering by denying the Lord 
three times. Peter knew, however, that he would share in 
the glory that the Lord would reveal in the proper time. Pe-
ter knew that he had denied the Lord, yet he also knew 
that the Lord had forgiven him. The apostle had the won-
derful hope of eternity in the presence of the Lord God. 
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What was true for Peter is also true for us today. Maybe 
you have fallen into sin and rebellion against the Lord God. 
Today you wonder if He would ever accept you. This verse 
gives us tremendous hope. We can know the forgiveness 
of the Lord Jesus and the hope He offers to us as His chil-
dren. Peter knew this forgiveness in his life. He looked 
ahead to the return of the Lord Jesus and the accomplish-
ment of God’s kingdom purposes. 

In verse 2 Peter challenged the elders to be shepherds of 
the flock that God had entrusted to them. It is important 
that we understand the use of the illustration of the shep-
herd. Peter did not compare an elder to a king or a boss 
but to a shepherd. While kings have servants, the shep-
herd is a servant of his sheep to minister to their needs. 
This requires discipline and hard work. 

The elder, according to Peter, was to be a willing servant. 
He was to consider it a privilege to serve the needs of the 
body of Christ. We do not honor the Lord by serving Him 
with bitterness in our heart. We do not glorify His name if 
we do not serve with a willing spirit. It is the intention of the 
Lord that our service for Him be a joy. This is not to say 
that we will not encounter difficulties in our ministry. Even 
in those difficulties, however, we can know the peace and 
joy of the Lord in service. God wants us to be willing and 
joyful servants. 

Peter continued in verse 2 to say that the elder must not 
be greedy for money but eager to serve. He must delight 
in the work of elder to such an extent that he would do it 
without financial reward. This is not to say that the elder 
should not be paid for his service. The Scripture tells us 
that those who preach the Word ought to be rewarded for 
their service (1 Timothy 5:17). Money should not be the 
motivation behind the elder’s ministry, however. The elder 
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ought to serve because he delights to do so and minister 
to the body because the love of Christ compels him.  

There is another aspect to this ministry of elder. Peter 
warned the elder that he was not to lord it over the flock. 
To lord it over others means to demand service from them. 
We have briefly spoken here of the difference between a 
shepherd and a king. The shepherd serves the flock, and 
the king or the lord expects to be served by the flock. The 
elder is not to be like a king or earthly lord, expecting to be 
served. He is not to use his position to intimidate or manip-
ulate others. I have been in churches where the elders felt 
that they had control over the members of that congrega-
tion. Instead, the elder is to be an example to the flock. He 
is to lead that flock by his personal example. Peter re-
minded the elders that they were under the Chief Shep-
herd, the Lord Jesus. The elder is to remember that he 
himself will answer to this great Shepherd. Those who 
have faithfully cared for their flock will receive a crown of 
glory that is eternal. It is a tremendous honor to serve the 
Lord Jesus as a shepherd of His sheep but we must do so 
with joy, humility and a servant heart. 

  

For Consideration: 

• What is the difference between a shepherd and a 
king?  

• What does it mean to lord it over the flock?  

• What should be the attitude of the elder toward his 
ministry?  

• Are you an elder or spiritual leader in your congre-
gation? Are you an example for others to follow?  
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• Are the elders in your church examples that you 
can look up to and follow?  

• What particular ministry has the Lord given you? 
Are you able to exercise that ministry with joy in 
your heart?  

For Prayer: 

• Ask the Lord to bless the leadership of your church. 
Ask Him to help them to be everything He has 
called them to be. 

• Thank the Lord that He is the Great Shepherd who 
will care for you as you care for the flock.  

• Ask the Lord to help you to serve Him with the right 
attitude. Ask Him to forgive you for any wrong atti-
tudes you may have had in serving Him. 



 

 

3 3  

A  W O R D  T O  T H E  Y O U N G  M E N  

Read 1 Peter 5:5-14 

Having addressed the elders in the first four verses, Peter 
concludes his epistle with a word to younger men. Peter 
did not ignore the youth but saw them as an important part 
of the church. These young men had tremendous poten-
tial, but they also had to face tremendous temptations. The 
apostle takes a moment to challenge them.  

Submit to the Elders 

Peter began by referring to what he had said to the elders. 
In the first part of this chapter, Peter told the elders not to 
lord it over those who were under them. Instead, they were 
to live humbly with a servant attitude. Here he reminded 
the young men that if the elders were to have a servant 
attitude, they too were to live with that same attitude. He 
challenged young men to submit to the older men and re-
spect them for their experience and age. These older men 
had learned many lessons in life. One of the temptations 
of youth is to look down on the older generation. From gen-
eration to generation, cultural ways can change. The older 
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generation can be seen as too traditional and not relevant 
to a more modern society. Peter urged the young men to 
reject this idea and to respect the elder men in their midst, 
taking the time to learn from them. 

Clothe Yourself with Humility 

Young men were also to clothe themselves with humility 
toward one another. With the energy of youth pounding 
through their veins, these young men might become impa-
tient and arrogant. This could very easily lead to competi-
tion among them. Peter called the young men to take 
control of this energy and channel it properly. They were 
not to allow their youthful energy to make them proud. In-
stead, they were to learn to humble themselves and re-
spect each other. In humbling themselves they were to 
give room for others to advance. This would require that 
they submit to the purposes of the Lord and wait on His 
timing. They were to let the Lord work in them with His 
mighty hand to shape and train them. Instead of trying to 
advance themselves and their own cause, they were to 
wait for God to advance them and lift them up in His time. 

There have been times in my life when I have not under-
stood this concept of humbling myself under the mighty 
hand of the Lord. Youthful enthusiasm waits for no one. I 
have had my share of bumps from banging against closed 
doors. Peter challenged the young men to humbly do what 
God had called them to do. God would lift them up in due 
time as they proved faithful to Him and submitted to His 
direction. 

Notice that God’s hand is mighty. That means that it is able 
to accomplish all it sets out to do. Sometimes His hand will 
place us in circumstances we do not like. Sometimes the 
pressure of His hand may almost seem to crush us, but we 
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are to humble ourselves and accept what the Lord God is 
doing. Let Him accomplish the work of His mighty hand. 
Let Him crush or break what needs to be broken. Let Him 
shape us as He sees fit. This is the only way to be lifted 
up. We can try to lift ourselves up, but it will never work. 
When we do so, we are acting in pride. Only those who 
humble themselves and let God work can truly know His 
exaltation. These young men were to clothe themselves in 
humility and allow God to work out His perfect will in their 
lives by submitting to Him. 

Cast Your Anxiety on Him 

There is another challenge in verse 7 to the young men. 
Peter called them to cast all their anxiety on the Lord. Peter 
reminded them of the Lord’s care. These young men did 
not have the advantage of experience to show them that 
God indeed did care for them in all the trying circum-
stances of life. The elder men had been through much 
more in life, and they had the advantage of seeing the Lord 
work out one difficulty after another. Peter urged the young 
men to cast their anxiety on the Lord because He cared for 
them. God would work out the circumstances of life. They 
could rely fully on Him.  

It never ceases to amaze me personally how often we can 
fall into the snare of anxiety. There have been times in my 
life when I felt paralyzed by anxiety. What is the remedy 
for worry? We are to entrust our concerns to the Lord Je-
sus. We are to confidently commit ourselves and those 
things that cause us fear to the care of the Lord Jesus, and 
then we are to leave them in His mighty and capable 
hands. Our concerns are safe in His loving custody. 
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Be Self-Controlled and Alert 

Peter exhorted the younger men to be self-controlled and 
alert (verse 8). Self-control is a fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 
5:23). It is a God-given gift enabling us to discipline our-
selves to live in obedience to God’s Word even in difficult 
times. It is a Spirit-given desire to submit, whatever the 
cost, to the will and purpose of God for our lives. It will re-
quire that we die to ourselves and our desires. We exer-
cise this control of self because we know the enemy is 
always watching for an opportunity to cause us to fall. 

Peter compared Satan to a prowling and roaring lion who 
is seeking someone to devour. We can be sure that his 
eyes are on us, waiting for the chance to pounce on us. In 
a moment when we are least expecting it, he strikes. Peter, 
who knew what it was like to fall into sin, warned the young 
men to be alert. Peter had denied the Lord three times. He 
had been so confident in himself that he did not seek 
strength from God in his time of weakness. He fell flat on 
his face. Peter spoke from experience when he urged the 
younger men to be alert at all times. They were not to un-
derestimate the power of the enemy. 

In verse 9 Peter encouraged the young men to resist the 
devil by standing firm in the faith. When the enemy comes 
to tempt us, we resist him by standing in the truth of the 
Word of God. In the Garden of Eden, Satan tried to get 
Eve to doubt the word God had spoken. Satan will do the 
same today. He will try his hardest to get us to turn our 
eyes from the principles of Scripture. If he can do this, he 
will have succeeded in causing us to fall. We must cling to 
the truth of the Word of God. Everything must be meas-
ured by this truth. It is our life map. To turn from it is to lose 
our way. 
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We are not alone in the struggle against the enemy. Peo-
ple all over the world are facing this same battle. We are 
reminded here, however, that the Lord Jesus will restore 
us after we have suffered a little while. In this life, we will 
have to suffer. God has chosen not to take suffering out of 
this world but to use it to accomplish His greater purpose 
in us. The sovereign Lord remains in control of all things. 
In due time, He will restore us and make us strong and 
steadfast (verse 10). Our obedient suffering will strengthen 
our character. We want to become strong in faith, but very 
often we do not want to face the trials that are designed to 
make us strong. The God who allows us to face these trials 
is also able to take us through them as we trust in Him. 

Peter concluded his letter by telling his readers that it was 
with the help of Silas that he had written to them. He con-
sidered Silas to be a faithful brother. Peter also wanted to 
encourage the believers who read this letter in the truth of 
the gospel. He challenged them to stand fast in that truth 
that they had heard from him and the other apostles. 

Greetings are sent in verse 13 from “she who is in Baby-
lon.” This phrase has caused much debate among com-
mentators. If taken literally it could refer to a sister in the 
Lord who was ministering in Babylon. It might also refer to 
a church that had been established through a missionary 
effort in that region. Greetings are also sent from Mark 
whom Peter considered to be his son. As an older man, 
now, Peter had taken Mark under his wing to encourage 
and disciple. 

Peter concluded by telling the believers to greet each other 
with a kiss of love. He blessed them with the peace of 
Christ as he concluded.  
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 For Consideration: 

• Why is it important that we respect older individuals 
among us?  

• What are the particular temptations of young men?  

• What does it mean to humble ourselves under 
God’s mighty hand? Is this always easy? 

• What particular anxiety do you have in life right 
now? Can you leave this in the Lord’s hands? 

• What does it mean to clothe ourselves with humil-
ity? 

• Have you ever found yourself taking matters into 
your own hands? Why is it important that we hum-
ble ourselves under God’s hand?  

For Prayer: 

• Take a moment to thank the Lord for the older 
saints in your life.  

• Ask the Lord to forgive you for the times you have 
taken things into your own hands instead of letting 
Him lead and accomplish His purposes.  

• Ask the Lord to give you self-control as a fruit of His 
Spirit so that you will be committed to walking in 
humble submission to His purpose and will. 

• Ask the Lord to take the anxieties you face in life 
right now and give you peace. 

• Thank the Lord that He is in control of every trial 
you face in life. Thank Him that He will use all your 
trials to accomplish His purpose in you. 



 

 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  2  P E T E R  

Author: 

The author of 1 Peter was a man by the name of Simon. 
We know little about his father except that his name was 
Jonah. Simon’s brother Andrew introduced him to Jesus 
(John 1:40-42). He was married but we know nothing 
about his wife. It appears that he had a home in Caper-
naum where his mother-in-law lived (Mark 1:29-30). He 
was a fisherman by occupation. 

Jesus called him to be one of His disciples and changed 
his name from Simon to Peter meaning “rock” (John 1:41). 
Peter, as he would be known from that time forward, en-
joyed a very special relationship with Jesus. He, along with 
James and John, are often seen alone with Jesus. 

Scripture paints a picture of Peter as being somewhat bold 
and self-confident (see Mark 14:31). He was humbled 
when he denied knowing Jesus three times during His trial. 
He would later be greatly used for the cause of the gospel 
in the book of Acts ministering primarily to believers in the 
region of Jerusalem. 
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Background: 

The letter of 2 Peter was written when Peter was nearing 
the end of his life (see 1:13-15). This seems to be the key 
to understanding the purpose of the letter. It appears that 
Peter’s desire was to leave a warning and challenge to the 
church of his day before he went to be with the Lord. He 
wanted to see the believers of his day living productive 
Christian lives (1:8), having escaped the corruption of the 
world (1:4). He reminds them that he had been an eyewit-
ness to the Lord Jesus and His words (1:17-18) and that 
the prophets had clearly spoken of Jesus as the Messiah 
who was to come (1:19-21). Peter wanted there to be no 
doubt as to the person of the Lord and His words. He un-
derstood that many false prophets would come after he 
died trying to deceive his readers (2:1-3). He challenges 
his readers to resist these false teachers and wait with 
ready and sincere hearts for the return of their Lord. Pe-
ter’s great desire in this letter appears to be that the church 
continues in the truth of Christ’s words, trusting and waiting 
with expectancy for His return. 

The Importance of the Book for Today: 

While Peter does not enter into the details of Christ’s re-
turn, his challenge is for us to be ready. He knew that there 
would be many deceiving prophets in the days prior to the 
Lord’s return and challenges his readers to walk faithfully 
in the truth. The book reminds us of our great hope in the 
return of the Lord Jesus. It is a challenge to us to live our 
lives in expectation and readiness for that return. 2 Peter 
also reveals the heart of an aging apostle who longed to 
see the truth of God passed on to those who remained af-
ter his death. Peter’s dying wish speaks to us in our day. 
What will we pass on to the next generation? 



 

 

3 4   

H I S  D I V I N E   

P O W E R  A N D  P R O M I S E S  

Read 2 Peter 1:1-4 

This is the second letter of Peter the apostle. He intro-
duces himself as a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ. 
Peter did not look at his position as a position of authority 
so much as one of service to the body. This is how we 
need to see all our gifts and offices in the body of Christ. 
We are servants of Jesus Christ whom He has called to a 
special role. 

Peter’s epistle was addressed to those “who through the 
righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ have 
received a faith.” There are some important details we 
need to examine here. Notice that the righteousness of 
which Peter spoke is the righteousness of God. He was 
not speaking about our righteousness here. Scripture 
makes it clear that we are all sinners. As sinners, we are 
separated from God and His salvation. Our sinful nature 
has no desire for the things of God. Until the Lord opens 
our heart and places His Spirit in us, not one of us would 
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ever understand His plan or accept His salvation. The 
Spirit of God must first work in us if we are to know the 
salvation of God and experience the benefits of the right-
eousness of Christ on our behalf. 

The second thing we need to see is that faith is a gift given 
to us through the Lord Jesus Christ. Peter wrote to those 
who had “received” faith. Maybe you remember the day 
when that faith was given to you. For years, you could not 
understand the ways of God. They made no sense to you. 
Then one day the Spirit of God touched your heart and 
gave you faith to believe. That day you knew that the Lord 
Jesus was God and that He had a plan for your salvation.  

Peter goes on in verse 3 to say that God’s divine power 
has given us everything we need for life and godliness 
through our knowledge of Christ who called us by His own 
glory and goodness. Again, it is important that we examine 
what Peter is telling us here. 

Notice that Peter spoke in the past tense. In other words, 
we already have all that we need for life and godliness. 
Many of us do not understand what we have in the Lord 
Jesus. When he died on the cross and placed His Holy 
Spirit in us, He equipped us fully for all the difficulties we 
would encounter in life. We have everything we need to 
become more like the Lord Jesus. If we stand before the 
Lord on that final day having fallen short of His purposes, 
it will not be because we did not have the resources at our 
disposal. It will be because we did not take advantage of 
all that He gave us. Satan trembles when he sees Chris-
tians coming to understand who they are in the Lord Jesus. 
He knows He is no match for those who rely on the 
strength and wisdom of Christ. 
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All this power is available to us through the knowledge of 
the Lord Jesus. It is only those who belong to the Lord Je-
sus who have this power at their disposal. This power is 
not available to the unbeliever. Only those who have 
trusted in the work of the Lord Jesus and received His Holy 
Spirit have this power and authority for life and godliness. 

All of this power comes to us because Christ has called us 
by His own glory and goodness. His glory comes from the 
fact that He is God. As God, He came to this earth to offer 
His life as a sacrifice so that we could be set free from the 
penalty of sin. It was only because of His goodness (per-
fection) that His sacrifice was accepted. No other sacrifice 
would do. Only the sacrifice of a perfect lamb could atone 
for sin. Jesus was that perfect and glorious Lamb.  

In verse 4 we notice that through the glory and goodness 
of the Lord Jesus, we have been given many precious 
promises. There are many promises we have received in 
the Word of God. These promises are for all who belong 
to the Lord Jesus. As His children, we have all that is nec-
essary to live a godly life here below. We also have His 
promises to comfort us in our times of need. The promises 
of the Scriptures encourage us in our relationship with the 
Lord Jesus. Notice the reason why the Lord Jesus has 
given us His promises. It is His desire to make us more like 
Himself so that we can increasingly participate in His di-
vine nature. His promises are intended to encourage us in 
our spiritual growth. It is His desire to enable us to escape 
the corruption of this world. Those promises are intended 
to give us courage and strength as we deal with our own 
sin and corruption in this world. 

How many times in your walk with the Lord have His prom-
ises been your source of strength and comfort? How many 
times have you turned to the Word of God and found in His 
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promises the courage to continue in your battle against the 
world and the flesh? What a privilege it is to know that we 
belong to the Lord Jesus and that all His promises are true. 
We can rely fully on Him. He desires to make us more like 
Himself so that we escape the corruption of this world and 
partake of His glory and goodness. He has given us eve-
rything we need to mature in godliness. May God give us 
the grace to take hold of these promises and the power 
made available to us. 

 

 For Consideration: 

• Can we ever be saved from our sins on the basis 
of our own righteousness? What is the righteous-
ness of Christ? How can we receive this righteous-
ness as a gift? 

• According to this passage, where does faith come 
from? Is it something we can create by ourselves? 
What implication does this have for our lives? 

• How much of the power of Christ have you been 
able to tap into in your life? What struggles do you 
have today? How can the strength of Christ help 
you in these trials? 

• What are some of the precious promises the Lord 
has given you? How have these promises encour-
aged you in your relationship with Him? 

 
For Prayer: 

• Thank the Lord for His wonderful promises. Take a 
moment to consider His promise for your particular 
trial or struggle today. Ask Him to fulfill that promise 
in you. 
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• Thank the Lord that He has already given you all 
you need to live a godly life. Ask Him to help you to 
understand this power more fully. 

• Thank the Lord that while you did not deserve his 
gift of salvation, He came to offer it to you anyway. 

• Take a moment to pray for loved ones who do not 
understand the salvation of God. Ask the Lord to 
open their hearts to His salvation. 

• Ask the Lord to help you to take advantage of the 
power and strength He has made available to you. 





 

 

3 5  

A D D I N G  T O  F A I T H  

Read 2 Peter 1:5-11 

In the last meditation, we saw how Peter spoke of the won-
derful hope and promises believers have in Christ. Alt-
hough we did not deserve it, the Lord Jesus gave us the 
gift of faith by which we came to believe in Him and be-
came children of God. As His children, we have all we 
need for life and godliness. Salvation is just the beginning 
for us. It is quite possible to place so much emphasis on 
salvation that we fail to understand that the real work has 
just begun. Any parent will tell you that while the birth of a 
child is wonderful, there will be many more years required 
to raise that child to maturity. Similarly, believers require 
many years to mature in their relationship with Christ. 

It is in this light that Peter explained that it is the responsi-
bility of believers to add to the gift of faith that they have 
received. In this next section, Peter lists seven virtues the 
believer is to add to the faith given to them by the Lord 
Jesus. In reality, these seven virtues are the fruit of their 
faith in the Lord Jesus. As faith matures in us, these seven 
virtues will become more evident in our lives. 
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Goodness 

Peter began by telling his readers to add to God’s gift of 
faith the fruit of goodness (NIV). This goodness relates to 
moral purity of thought, action, and attitude. There is no 
hypocrisy in goodness. People who are good in this sense 
are completely sincere. They do not say one thing while 
thinking another. Their actions and their attitudes are in 
tune with the character of Christ. If there was ever a group 
in the New Testament that Jesus condemned, it was the 
Pharisees. They were religious, but they were not good or 
sincere. Jesus compared them to whitewashed tombs. On 
the outside, they were clean and white, but inside they 
were full of rottenness and death (Matthew 23:27). Jesus 
wants His people to be morally pure in motivation and 
deed.  

Knowledge 

We need to add to the foundation of faith the building block 
of knowledge. The knowledge referred to here is the 
knowledge of God, His purpose and His Word. Without this 
knowledge, we can very easily be distracted or fall into er-
ror. God wants His people to diligently seek Him in the way 
he has ordained—in the Word He has given. A vital part of 
maturity is knowledge of God’s Word. 

Self-control 

Self-control is the third building block we are to place on 
the foundation of faith. Self-control is very closely related 
to knowledge. Self-control as a fruit of the Spirit is the God-
given willingness to submit, no matter the cost, to be obe-
dient to the revealed in the Word of God and His purposes. 
It is one thing to have knowledge of what the Word of God 
teaches and quite another to live in obedience. Knowledge 
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is not enough. Self-control is the ability to apply that 
knowledge to real life. God desires that His children disci-
pline themselves not only to learn about Him and His ways 
but also to live in those ways on a daily basis. 

Perseverance 

Self-control will not always be easy. There are times when 
we will have to endure much hardship as we submit to the 
Word of God and His purposes for our lives. Perseverance 
is the ability to remain under pressure or trial for prolonged 
periods of time without giving up. The marathon runner 
needs endurance as well as discipline in order to finish the 
race. As believers, we are involved in a lifelong marathon. 
For many of us, our race may last up to seventy or eighty 
years, if God allows us to live that long. The race ends 
when we arrive at the finish line either through death or the 
return of our Lord to take us to be with Him. God is looking 
for a people who will not give up, no matter the cost. This 
may mean passing through many difficulties and trials. It 
means carrying a cross. Peter The struggle may be long 
and hard, but the race is won by those who persevere to 
the end. 

Godliness 

We are also to add godliness as a building block to the 
foundation of faith. Godliness relates to reverence and re-
spect for God and His ways. The godly person is one who 
is taking on the character of the Lord in daily actions and 
thoughts. Godly people demonstrate their godliness in 
whatever circumstances come their way. They live and 
walk as Jesus did. 
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Brotherly Kindness 

As we let God chip away the flesh and its evil desires, there 
will also be a change in our relationships with those around 
us. As we become more like Christ, we will begin to re-
spond to people as Jesus would have us respond. As we 
humble ourselves and our pride is cut away, we begin to 
think about others and their needs. We begin to reach out 
with the arms of Christ to those around us. Our eyes are 
opened to their need, and we have a desire to reach out to 
them in gentleness and compassion. We should never un-
derestimate the importance of brotherly kindness. Our faith 
is to be lived in community. We are not to live for ourselves 
alone but also for others. Brotherly kindness reaches out 
to minister in the name of Christ to those in need. Again, 
Peter tells us that those who have been given faith through 
the Lord Jesus will show this kindness toward their broth-
ers and sisters. This is something we are to continually 
seek to develop in our relationship with the Lord Jesus. He, 
who loves the Lord, will show kindness toward his brothers 
and sisters in Christ. 

Love 

Love is the last virtue on this list. This is not because it is 
not as important. Love is a vital part of our maturity in 
Christ. The reality of the matter is that if we do not first get 
our relationship with God right, we will not be able to love 
as God requires. We must first learn to know and love God 
before we can love those around us. We must learn about 
His love so that we will have an example to follow. We 
must let Him chip away the pride that keeps us from kind-
ness toward our brothers and sisters. We must be given 
the mind and heart of Christ for people before we can love 
them as He loves them. Genuine love comes as we are 
shaped into the image of Christ. 
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According to verse 8, this process of building on the foun-
dation of faith is a lifelong process. We will not have all 
these blocks in place overnight, nor will we quickly have 
each of these characteristics to a full measure. As we dili-
gently and daily seek the Lord, however, we will increas-
ingly mature in these qualities. As each day passes, we 
should be growing in goodness, knowledge, self-control, 
perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and love.  

Peter had two things to say in verses 8 and 9 about these 
building blocks. First, they will keep believers from being 
unproductive. These divine qualities are all necessary if we 
are to become everything God wants us to become. Omit 
any one of these characteristics and we will fail to be pro-
ductive for the kingdom. We may have great knowledge, 
but what good is that knowledge if we lack love or godli-
ness? Our lack in any one area will compromise our ser-
vice for the Lord. 

Second, Peter stated that those who do not pursue these 
virtues are blind and have forgotten that they have been 
cleansed of their sin. Believers who do not submit to grow-
ing in the godly qualities Peter shares here are blind to 
what the Lord has done. He came to set them free from 
the flesh and the devil. He came to give them new life and 
hope. Why would any who have received so great a salva-
tion return to the old ways when there is a new and greater 
path to follow? 

In verse 10 Peter challenged his readers to be eager to 
make their calling and election sure. In other words, they 
were to do everything in their power to confirm that the sal-
vation they believed they had was genuine. They could de-
termine this by examining what they were building on the 
foundation of faith. Had they built with the blocks that Peter 
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had been speaking about in this chapter? As they exam-
ined their lives and saw these qualities in growing meas-
ure, they could be reassured that their faith was indeed 
real. 

Building on the foundation of faith with these blocks would 
protect the believer from becoming unproductive in the 
kingdom of God. Knowledge would show them the require-
ments of God and keep them from the lies of the enemy. 
Self-control would keep them obedient to that Word. Per-
severance would produce endurance in trials. Love would 
keep them generous and compassionate in their relation-
ship with each other. These virtues are ignored at the risk 
of falling into sin.  

As we have said, it will not be easy to build these qualities 
into our relationship with God and others. Those who do 
so, however, will receive a rich welcome into the eternal 
kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ (verse 11). Not only will 
they be protected from falling into the devil’s snares here 
below, but they will also see the smile of Christ’s approval 
when they see Him face to face. 

  

For Consideration: 

• Take a moment to reconsider the various building 
blocks Peter mentions in this chapter. Which of 
these blocks needs to be more evident in your life? 

• How can these building blocks keep us productive 
in our spiritual pilgrimage? 

• How can the evidence of these building blocks in 
our life give us the assurance of our salvation? 
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For Prayer: 

• Ask the Lord to enable you to grow more in the vir-
tues Peter listed here. 

• Ask the Lord to search your heart and show you 
which of these qualities needs to be more evident 
in your life. 

• Thank the Lord for the evidence of spiritual maturity 
in increasing measure in your life.  





 

 

3 6   

A  C E R T A I N  W O R D  

Read 2 Peter 1:12-21 

It was very important to the apostle Peter that his readers 
not only understand the truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ 
but also live out that truth in daily life. Having lived the 
Christian life for some time now, I have come to realize 
how easy it is for us to forget the teaching we receive. This 
is especially true in the application of these truths to our 
daily life. It is one thing to believe that God is a sovereign 
God who will take care of us in our need. When trials come 
our way, however, we seem to forget that God is in control. 
We find ourselves worrying about what is going to happen 
to us. Our confidence in this sovereign and loving God 
seems to fade. It is for this reason that we constantly need 
to be reminded of the basic truths of the Word of God. 

The individuals to whom Peter was writing were firmly es-
tablished in their walk with God and their understanding of 
His Word. Even though this was the case, Peter told them 
in verse 12 that he would continue to remind them of these 
vital truths. Some time ago the Lord began a particular 
work of refinement in my life. During this period everything 
seemed to be put in question. An accident led to some 
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doubts about my physical health, and then depression set 
in and put a real strain on my marriage. The Lord stripped 
me of the greatest part of my ministry as a result of the car 
accident. This was a very difficult time for me and my fam-
ily. I knew that God was a sovereign and loving God, but 
in that period of my life, I needed to be reminded over and 
over again of this truth. It was hard for me to see the reality 
of this truth in the situation I found myself in. 

Peter made it his life commitment to refresh the memory 
of his readers concerning these basic truths. For the most 
part, this is the task of any pastor or teacher of the gospel. 
While there are times that new believers are hearing the 
truths of Scripture for the first time, the majority of church 
members have often heard these truths.  The fact of the 
matter is that we need to hear these truths over and over 
because we lose sight of them. As long as Peter was alive 
and living in his earthly tent (his physical body), he would 
continue to refresh the minds of the saints with these basic 
truths. 

In verse 14 Peter told his readers that the Lord had made 
it known to him that he would shortly have to lay down his 
life. Until that time, however, Peter wanted to continue to 
refresh the minds of the saints. Not only did Peter want to 
make these truths known to the saints of his day but he 
also wanted to be sure that after his departure from this 
world, he would leave behind for them a reminder of these 
basic principles. It is unclear how Peter was going to do 
this. It is possible that it was through these two epistles he 
wrote.  

It should be noticed that the truths Peter was writing about 
in this epistle were not cleverly invented stories (verse 16). 
Peter assured his readers that the facts he presented to 
them were proven and true. Peter had been an eyewitness 
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of the majesty and power of the Lord Jesus. He had 
walked with the Lord and spoken with Him. Peter had sat 
by the Lord’s side and listened to Him preach and teach 
these truths. 

In verse 17 Peter reminded his readers of what happened 
when the Lord Jesus was baptized. The Spirit of God fell 
on Him and testified to those present that this man was the 
Son of God. There was no doubt in the mind of the apostle 
Peter that the Lord Jesus was the Son of God who came 
to save us from our sin. The Spirit descending on Jesus 
indicated the Father’s special seal of approval on His 
earthly life and ministry. 

In verse 18, reference is also made to a sacred mountain. 
This very likely is a reference to the time when the Lord 
took Peter, James, and John with Him to the Mount of 
Transfiguration (Matthew 17:2). Here on this mountain, the 
apostles saw the Lord Jesus transfigured. His earthly body 
seemed to be covered with the glory of God. This was so 
evident that His appearance radically changed. He shone 
with the glory of God. For Peter, there could be no question 
about what this meant. Jesus was the Son of God. He was 
the Messiah who was to come. He was the hope of the 
world. 

All this evidence proved beyond any doubt that what the 
prophets spoke was true. Jesus was the fulfillment of their 
prophecies. Peter challenged his readers to pay close at-
tention to the words of the prophets. What they spoke 
about the Lord Jesus came to pass exactly as they pre-
dicted. In verse 19 Peter challenged his readers to pay 
close attention to the facts that he had just given them.  

The truth about the Lord Jesus and His work was like a 
bright light shining is a very dark place. This truth was not 
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a creatively invented story but the hope of the world. The 
truth about Jesus and His work would carry believers 
through the darkness and difficulties that would come their 
way. Like a light, this truth would keep them until the day 
came when the Lord Jesus returned to take them to be 
with Him forever. The truth of Jesus and His work will keep 
us and strengthen us in the trials we have to face. It is a 
bright hope in a dark world. 

Peter stated in verses 20-21 that true prophecy has noth-
ing to do with a prophet’s personal ideas or desires. True 
prophecy has its origin in the will of God, as revealed to 
the prophet through the Spirit of God. Peter wanted to as-
sure his readers that the words of Scripture and even his 
own words were absolutely trustworthy. Their truth had its 
source in God Himself who cannot lie.  

 

 For Consideration: 

• What proof did Peter give here to the truth of what 
he was writing? 

• What is the difference between believing truth and 
living that truth out in daily life? What particular 
truth do you have problems living out today? 

• Are there individuals around you who need to be 
gently reminded of the truth of God in their trial? Is 
it possible that God would have you to encourage 
them with a reminder of the truth of God? 
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For Prayer:  

• Thank the Lord for the fact that He has given you 
His Word to encourage and guide you in this life. 

• Take a moment to praise the Lord for His presence 
in your life. Thank Him that He is with you right 
now? 

• Ask the Lord to forgive you for the times you have 
failed to apply the truth of His Word to your life sit-
uations. 

• If you are facing a trial right now, ask the Lord to 
open your eyes to His love and sovereign care. Ask 
Him to give you the grace to trust Him and His 
promises.  





 

 

3 7  

F A L S E  P R O P H E T S  

Read 2 Peter 2:1-19 

Peter's message was about the Lord Jesus and His salva-
tion. It concerned the truth of God’s plan for His people. It 
was the same message the prophets of old had spoken by 
divine revelation. Peter reminded his readers, however, 
that there were false prophets among them who wanted to 
pervert this message of salvation in Christ. These false 
teachers tried to secretly promote religious lies and went 
as far as to deny the Lord Jesus who bought them. This 
hypocrisy would result in swift judgment. 

There are some details we need to examine in this verse. 
Notice first that these false prophets introduced their doc-
trines secretly. Satan does not always announce his pres-
ence. Certainly, these counterfeit leaders did not want 
people to see them as being false. They wanted respect, 
and so they made their way slowly into the hearts and 
minds of people. Sometimes doctrinal differences are so 
subtle that they go unnoticed. Peter challenged his read-
ers to be very cautious of teachers who had a message 
different from that of the apostles. 
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Notice second that these false teachers claimed to be be-
lievers but went as far as to deny the Lord Jesus they 
claimed to worship. We can always tell a false prophet 
from a true prophet by what he or she believes concerning 
the Lord Jesus. Peter wrote in verse 1 that these heresies 
were destructive. They were destructive in the sense of 
what they could do to the church and the individual be-
liever. These heresies could distract the believer and turn 
attention away from the truth of the Lord Jesus. The church 
could be weakened or even destroyed by these lies. These 
deceivers could not be left alone to do their destructive 
work.  

Peter warned his readers that these false prophets would 
gather a following (verse 2). Many would fall prey to their 
lies, which might be cleverly clothed in logic and reason. 
Their heresies appealed to the sinful nature and pro-
claimed a pleasing but false message. These counterfeit 
believers mocked the ways of the Lord and His people by 
belittling the truth. The shameful ways of the false teachers 
brought disgrace on the church. 

The false teachers that Peter spoke of were greedy. They 
were not serving out of love and compassion for the people 
of God. They were seeking money and reputation. They 
were in ministry for selfish gain and not for the purpose of 
spreading the truth of the gospel. 

Peter went on to say that these false prophets made up 
imaginary stories. They were creating their own idea of 
God and His purposes and leading people to an imaginary 
god. Their false doctrines came from their own imagination 
and not from the truth of Scripture. 

For their evil, God had already judged these evil prophets. 
Their condemnation was hanging over them, ready to fall 
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at any moment. They thought that God was not watching 
their evil. They believed that they could get away with what 
they were doing. God’s judgment, however, was not sleep-
ing. It was very much awake and preparing to pounce on 
them at any moment. They were destroying the faith of 
many and would be held accountable to God for this. 

In verses 4-10, Peter gave Old Testament examples to 
show that God does punish evil. According to verse 4, God 
did not spare the evil angels when they sinned. This seems 
to be a reference to the demons who were at one time an-
gels of God. These demons fell into sin and were judged 
by God. He sent them to hell, locking them in darkness 
until the day of final judgment. God did not spare these 
angels from this terrible judgment. He punished them se-
verely. Their final doom is certain and terrible. If He did not 
spare these evil spirits who were angels of heaven, will He 
spare humans who destroy the faith of His children by lies 
and deceit? 

In verse 5 Peter spoke of the day of Noah when the Lord 
chose to destroy the world by a flood. Noah preached 
righteousness before God, but the people of his day re-
fused to listen. This resulted in a judgment of God in the 
form of a worldwide flood. Only Noah and his family were 
saved from that destruction. If God did not spare His crea-
tion in the days of Noah, will He hesitate to judge those 
who preach ungodliness or who deny the Lord Jesus? 

While God did destroy Sodom and Gomorrah, he rescued 
Lot, who was a righteous man (verse 7). Unlike the other 
inhabitants of these cities, Lot was distressed by the filth 
and lawlessness that he saw all around him. Day after day 
Lot was tormented in his soul by the terrible sin he wit-
nessed. God saw Lot’s heart and how he grieved over sin 
in his society. For this reason, God chose to spare Lot from 
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the terrible judgment He sent on the cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. God mercifully sent His angels to escort Lot out 
of the city before judgment fell. While the judgment of God 
is certain to fall on those who live in evil, God knows how 
to rescue those who are His. God sees their righteous 
heart and spares them. What a comfort this is for those of 
us who do love the Lord and seek to serve Him in an evil 
world. 

Peter continued to describe the false teachers as individu-
als who followed the corrupt desires of the sinful nature 
(verse 10). This nature is contrary to God and His pur-
poses and separates us from Him. When the Holy Spirit 
came to live in our hearts, he came to give us a new na-
ture. As believers, we know the reality of two natures living 
in us: the old sinful nature and the new spiritual nature of 
Christ. We are called throughout Scripture to die to that old 
nature of the flesh and to live according to the new nature 
of the Spirit (Romans 8:5-8). These false teachers were 
not guided by the Spirit but by their sinful nature. True 
servants of God would seek God and His purposes first 
and be led by the Spirit in all they did. 

Peter also spoke of these false teachers as being individ-
uals who despised authority. The true servant of God 
would be willing to submit to authority as ordained by God, 
but these prophets didn’t want anyone telling them what to 
do. They were bold and arrogant. They could not admit 
when they were wrong and pushed forward in their diso-
bedience.  

As an example of their arrogance, these false prophets 
even slandered celestial beings—something that even the 
angels in heaven do not do. The identity of these celestial 
beings is uncertain. Jude verse 9 states, however, that the 
archangel Michael did not even dare to bring a slanderous 
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accusation against the devil during a dispute. It is true that 
the devil is evil and stands against God and His purposes. 
This, however, did not give Michael the right to slander and 
speak evil of him. Michael refused to resort to slander, 
even when it came to speaking of Satan, himself. These 
false prophets, however, were slandering whatever they 
did not understand. We must leave all such judgment to 
the Lord. This is not to say that we agree with what the 
enemy is doing. We must fight for truth, but we must not 
do so using the tactics of the enemy. We will never defeat 
Satan by using his tactics. We can only defeat him by 
fighting him with the fruit of the Spirit and with trust and 
confidence in God.  

Peter did not have a very high opinion of these false teach-
ers. He spoke of them in verse 12 as beasts who were 
born to be killed. They had no value in the kingdom of God. 
Their whole purpose was to turn people away from the 
Lord and His truth. God would pay back these individuals 
for the evil they had done. 

Peter’s impression of these false prophets was based not 
only on the fact that they were teaching error but also on 
their sinful lifestyle. Notice in verse 13 how he accused 
them of being pleasure-seekers. Their idea of pleasure 
was to engage in immorality in broad daylight. They were 
blots and blemishes. That is to say, they were unclean, 
unholy and unfit for ministry among the family of God. They 
lived for their evil pleasures while putting on a front of spir-
ituality. Their eyes were filled with adultery. They seduced 
those who were not firmly established in their faith and re-
lationship with God. They were enemies of the gospel. 

Peter wrote that these individuals had left the way of truth 
and followed after Balaam, who loved the wages of wick-
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edness. Balaam was a false prophet who was hired by Ba-
lak to curse the people of God (see Numbers 22). The 
riches he was offered tempted him to pronounce a curse 
on God’s people. God rebuked him for this through his own 
donkey, which proved to be more obedient to the Lord than 
Balaam. Peter compares the false prophets of his day to 
Balaam. Worldly riches tempted them to wander from the 
truth. They had nothing of any value to offer the people of 
God. They were springs without water, failing to provide 
the refreshment they promised (verse 17). 

Peter also compared the false prophets to mists driven by 
a storm. They were obsessed by their fleshly, wicked pas-
sions and tossed about by the storms of these evil desires. 
The blackest darkness was waiting for these false proph-
ets where they would be severely punished for their evil. 

The mouths of these counterfeit leaders were empty 
(verse 18). In other words, they had nothing of importance 
to say. They spoke boastful words that appealed to the 
lusts of the flesh. They were unconcerned about the prin-
ciples of righteousness. They were motivated only by the 
desires of their sinful flesh. Peter’s heart was particularly 
burdened because these false prophets were tools in the 
hands of Satan, preying on new believers who were just 
escaping from the error of this world. The false teachers 
promised freedom, but they themselves were slaves of sin. 

Peter is not slandering these false prophets here. He 
speaks the truth about them with a heart that earnestly 
seeks after God and His purpose. He warns believers of 
the tremendous dangers of following these false teachers 
and falling into their ways. There is intensity in the words 
of Peter. We must do everything in our power to keep false 
teachers from destroying the flock of God. Peter is very 
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forceful because he knows the damage these false proph-
ets can bring. 

  

For Consideration: 

• Why do you suppose false teachers always seem 
to be able to gather a following?  

• What motivates the false teacher?  

• How do we recognize a false teacher, according to 
Peter? Answer in terms of their doctrine and life-
style.  

• What did Peter say about the judgment of false 
teachers?  

• What should be our response to false teachers in 
our day? 

• What is the difference between slandering and 
warning people of the danger of those who are de-
stroying the work of the church?  

For Prayer: 

• Ask the Lord to give you a clear understanding of 
the truth so that you are not led astray by false doc-
trines.  

• Ask the Lord to protect your church from false 
teachers. 

• Do you know some false teachers personally? Ask 
the Lord to open their heart to the truth of the Word 
of God. 





 

 

3 8  

E N T A N G L E D  A N D  O V E R C O M E  

Read 2 Peter 2:20-22 

While this passage really belongs to the section we dis-
cussed in the last meditation, it is important that we take 
the time to deal with it separately. Peter has been speaking 
about false prophets and their work. These false prophets 
had turned their backs on the Lord Jesus and were leading 
young believers astray from the faith. 

Notice here that Peter speaks in verse 20 about a people 
who had escaped the corruption of the world by knowing 
the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ but who again become 
entangled in sin. Let's take a moment to consider this in 
greater detail.  

Notice that these individuals had escaped the corruption 
of the world. The corruption that is being referred to here 
is the sin and ungodly ways of this world. The world in 
which we live is contrary to the things of God. It does not 
know God or have any desire to know Him. This speaks to 
the lifestyle of these individuals. They lived a good life and 
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walked in tune with God’s Word and His ways, rejecting 
the ungodliness of the world around them. 

The individuals of whom Peter wrote also had knowledge 
of Christ. They understood that He came to set them free 
from the bondage of their sin. In fact, Peter tells us that this 
knowledge of Christ was what enabled these individuals to 
escape the corruption of the world around them. This was 
not just an intellectual knowledge of Jesus but this 
knowledge had an impact on how they lived their life. 

Notice, however, that they become entangled again in the 
world’s corruption and were overcome so that they were 
worse off in the end than they were in the beginning. What 
is Peter telling us here? There are several things we need 
to say about this verse. 

To understand this verse, we need to recognize that it is 
quite possible for an individual to escape certain sins in life 
through the power of Christ and still not be truly a child of 
God. Such individuals can have knowledge of Christ and 
be healed or touched by Him but never be true children of 
God. Like the seed growing in the stony ground in Jesus' 
parable in Matthew 13, these individuals grow for a time 
but when difficulties and temptations come their way, they 
fall away, proving that they were never truly children of 
God. 

Notice also how Peter states that those who had this basic 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus and had turned their backs 
on it were worse off than they were in the beginning. The 
apostle Paul told Timothy that God showed his mercy to-
ward him when he was persecuting the church because he 
had acted in ignorance and unbelief.  
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Even though I was once a blasphemer and a per-
secutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy be-
cause I acted in ignorance and unbelief. (1 Timothy 
1:13). 

There is one thing worse than persecuting the church and 
blaspheming the name of the Lord Jesus, that is, to do so 
in full knowledge of who Jesus is and what He has done. 
Paul did not understand the work of God at the point in his 
life when he persecuted the church. When he met Christ, 
things radically changed. He bowed to the ground in sur-
render and offered his entire life to him. To sin in ignorance 
is bad enough, but to sin knowing full well what you are 
doing is even worse and will receive a much stricter judg-
ment. 

There are individuals today who have knowledge of the 
way of salvation. These individuals have even experi-
enced the power of God in one way or another. They may 
have been healed from a certain sickness in their lives or 
experienced wonderful victory from the Lord over an ad-
diction or evil habit. In fact, some of these individuals have 
ministered in the name of Jesus. Listen to what Jesus said 
about such individuals in Matthew 7:22-23: 

Many will say to me on that day, “Lord, Lord, did 
we not prophesy in your name, and in your name 
drive out demons and perform many miracles?” 
Then I will tell them plainly, “I never knew you. 
Away from me, you evildoers!” 

Remember here that Peter has been speaking in this con-
text about men and women just like these Jesus spoke 
about in Matthew 7. He has been speaking about false 
prophets who come in the name of the Lord. These indi-
viduals claim to speak on His behalf. They deceive people 
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with their good lifestyle and fine words but they are in re-
ality still trapped in sin and overcome. Peter uses a prov-
erb of his day to speak of these individuals: “A dog returns 
to its vomit,” and, “A sow that is washed goes back to her 
wallowing in the mud” (verse 22). 

It is the nature of a pig to get dirty and to wallow in the 
mud. It is the nature of a dog to eat its own vomit. If God’s 
people were truly watching these false prophets, they 
would see sooner or later the error of their ways. Their true 
nature would be revealed in time. They would become en-
tangled by their sins. They would be revealed for who they 
were. Not everyone who comes in Jesus name truly be-
longs to Him. Not everyone who has experienced Christ’s 
touch is His child. 

Peter reminds us that the end for those who had 
knowledge of Christ and His ways but turned from it was 
worse than if they had never known him. Their judgement 
would be worse than the judgement of those who had 
never claimed Christ at all. As there are rewards in heaven 
for faithfulness, so it seems from this passage that there is 
also degrees of punishment for those who have rejected 
the salvation He offers. 

  

For Consideration: 

• Can an unbeliever experience the presence of God 
and His blessings? Can we minister in His name 
without really knowing God? 

• What is the difference between sins of ignorance 
and deliberate sins?  
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• How can we recognize a false prophet? Is it possi-
ble for a false prophet to look like a true believer? 

• What do we learn here about the judgment to 
come?  

• Are you truly a child of God? How can we know if 
we truly belong to the Lord Jesus? What is the dif-
ference between true salvation and a religious life-
style? 

For Prayer: 

• Thank the Lord for revealing the truth to you. Ask 
Him to give you the grace to live in the reality of 
that truth each day.  

• Ask the Lord to help you to be discerning in regard 
to the teaching you hear around you. Ask Him to 
help you to discern truth from error. 

• Are their false prophets in your community? Take 
a moment to pray that the Lord would give them 
knowledge of the truth. Ask the Lord to bring them 
to Himself. 





 

 

3 9  

W H E R E  I S  H I S  C O M I N G ?  

Read 2 Peter 3:1-10 

Peter warned his readers about the reality of false proph-
ets and the danger of falling away from the truth of the gos-
pel. Satan was quite active in his distortion of the truth of 
the Word of God. Peter’s burden was that his readers un-
derstand the truth of God and resist the false teachings 
that abounded in their day. Peter wanted to stimulate his 
readers to wholesome thinking (verse 1). The word “whole-
some” has a sense of pure, sincere, and untainted by un-
holy or worldly thinking. This was what the apostle was 
seeking from his readers. He wanted their thinking to be 
pure and knowledgeable enough to avoid false teachings.  

Probably more than ever before, we are being bombarded 
with the world’s ideas. Through television, internet, radio, 
literature, and many other means, the world is seeking to 
promote its ideas. Many of these ideas are contrary to the 
clear teaching of the Word of God. Even Christians fall 
prey to this faulty thinking. Peter’s call was to know the 
truth and remain faithful to it. He wanted his readers to dis-
tinguish between truth and error and remain unblemished 
in thought and mind before God. 
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Notice in verse 1 that it was Peter’s intention to stimulate 
his readers to wholesome thinking. The truth of the Word 
of God will always be under attack in this sinful world. 
There will be times when we will experience doubt. In this 
world, there are many things that stimulate unholy 
thoughts and attitudes. In those times, we need to turn to 
God and trust His word. Wholesome thinking is thinking 
that focuses on God and His purposes. The believer must 
learn to set his or her mind on these things. 

In verse 2 Peter gave an example of unholy thinking. He 
spoke of scoffers questioning the words of the prophets 
and apostles concerning the second coming of the Lord. 
These ungodly people chose to follow the evil and fleshly 
desires of their hearts and did not want to believe that the 
Lord would return and judge their sinful lifestyles.  

These individuals ridiculed true believers for their belief in 
the return of the Lord: “Where is this ‘coming’ He prom-
ised?” (verse 4). Many years had passed since the prom-
ise was made, yet the Lord had not returned (see John 
14:1-3). Many believers in Peter’s day were suffering per-
secution. They longed to see the Lord’s return. False 
teachers used this to mock and persuade people that the 
Lord would not keep His promise. They falsely stated that 
“everything goes on as it has since the beginning of crea-
tion.”  In other words, God was not particularly interested 
in what was happening. 

Peter contradicted this thinking in verses 5-7. He pointed 
out that these false teachers deliberately ignored the 
teachings of the Old Testament about creation and the 
flood. By the word of God, the heavens and the earth were 
formed. By that same word, the waters of the earth caused 
the flood of Noah’s day. That flood destroyed life on earth. 
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It would be by that same word that the earth and the heav-
ens would be destroyed by fire on the Day of Judgment. 
Though this was not immediately evident, the final and 
fiery judgment will come. The word of God that formed the 
earth and caused the flood would bring it to pass. By the 
word of His mouth, God would punish the sin of those who 
turned their backs on Him. 

The scoffers of Peter’s day doubted the word of the creator 
God because He delayed in fulfilling His word. They forgot 
that the Lord has His own schedule. The Lord is an eternal 
God. Time has no effect on Him. Neither He nor His prom-
ises are weakened by years. He does not grow weary. One 
year or a thousand years are the same to him (verse 8). 
Nothing causes Him to rush. He has no deadlines. Eternity 
is before Him. 

How different it is for us as human beings. We are crea-
tures of time. Our lives revolve around time. We live for a 
few years and perish. We grow weak with age. We only 
have a few years to accomplish our purposes and plans. 
God does not have these limitations. His delay in returning 
does not mean that He will not return.  

Peter reminded his readers in verse 9 that the Lord is not 
slow in keeping His promises. It may seem that He is slow, 
but this is only because of our own concept of time. What 
are a few years compared to eternity? They are so small 
compared to eternity that they can hardly be counted. 

What is important for us to understand is that God’s delay 
is the result of mercy and grace. If God returned right now, 
how many people would be ready for His return? This de-
lay is for the benefit of humankind. During this time, the 
gospel is going forth and the kingdom expanded. Count-
less individuals are being touched by that message and 



James and 1, 2 Peter 

 

238

accepting the Lord Jesus. The Lord is going to return, but 
we do not know when. What we do know is that this period 
of time before His return is our last chance to be made right 
with God and be forgiven of our sin. 

Peter announced in verse 10 that the Lord would return 
like a thief. That is to say, He will come when we least ex-
pect it. If you knew that the thief was coming at a certain 
time, would you not lock your doors and prepare for his 
coming? The Lord has purposely not told us when He is 
coming so that we will be motivated to live holy lives. He 
could come at any moment. We need to be always ready.  

The God of creation has spoken. He does not lie. His word 
will be accomplished in its proper time. The day is coming 
when the heavens will disappear with a roar and the earth 
will be completely destroyed by fire. Everything that has 
been stained by sin will be destroyed. Nothing of this old 
life will remain. Only what is pure and holy will endure.  

Although the Lord delays, Peter assures us that His prom-
ises will be fulfilled. What an awful day that will be for those 
who have doubted the word of the creator God! May we be 
a people who are always ready for His return by living for 
Him in thought and deed. 

  

For Consideration: 

• Peter challenged believers to think wholesome 
thoughts. What are the enemies of wholesome 
thinking? 

• What do we learn in this passage about God’s tim-
ing? 
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• What do we learn about the word of God? Can we 
trust that word and His promises? 

• Why does the Lord delay His coming (see verse 
9)? 

• Are you personally ready for the return of the Lord? 
What would change in your lifestyle if you knew 
that Jesus was returning tomorrow? 

For Prayer: 

• Ask the Lord to cleanse your mind and fill it with 
wholesome thoughts. Ask Him to remove any de-
sire for worldly thinking and worldly ways. 

• Thank the Lord for the assurance we can have that 
His word is absolutely true. 

• Thank the Lord for the fact that He promised to re-
turn for us. 

• Ask the Lord to help you live each day in light of 
His return. 

 





 

 

4 0  

W H A T  K I N D  O F  P E O P L E ?  

Read 2 Peter 3:11-18 

Peter had been reminding his readers that the Word of 
God was going to be fulfilled. The day was coming when 
the Lord Jesus would come to judge the earth. Peter tells 
us that this earth will one day be destroyed by fire. False 
teachers of Peter’s day had been scoffing at the idea of 
the Lord’s return and judgment. They lived a sinful lifestyle 
with no concern about the coming judgment. They be-
lieved that because the Lord delayed, He was not actually 
coming, nor was He going to judge the earth. Peter re-
minded them of the foolishness of this position. He chal-
lenged his readers to always be ready for the return of the 
Lord. 

Here in this final section of chapter 3, Peter asked the 
question: “Since everything will be destroyed in this way, 
what kind of people ought you to be?” (verse 11).  If Jesus 
is coming to judge the earth as He promised, how are we 
to live? We will examine Peter’s answer to this question in 
the final verses of this chapter. 
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You Ought to Live Holy and Godly Lives 

In light of the second coming of the Lord to this earth, Peter 
tells us that we ought to live holy and godly lives. If children 
knew that their father was coming home, would they not 
do their best not to be caught in an act of disobedience? 
Common sense alone would tell us that if the Lord Jesus 
is coming, we should be found living in obedience to His 
Word. We ought to be living in such a way that we would 
have nothing to be ashamed of at His appearing. Our lives 
are to be holy and godly in every detail.  

Notice in verse 12 that by their being ready for the return 
of the Lord, they would actually speed it along. Jesus told 
His disciples in Matthew 24:14 that only when the gospel 
was preached to the ends of the earth would the end 
come. 

And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in 
the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and 
then the end will come. (Matthew 24:14) 

There is a work to be accomplished before the Lord re-
turns. There are a number of souls that still have to come 
into the kingdom. It is our responsibility, knowing that the 
day of the end is coming, to reach out to those lost in their 
sin and bring them into the fold. 

Look Forward to the Fulfillment of His Promises 

The second response we need to have, knowing that the 
day of the Lord is drawing near, is that we need to be a 
people who look forward to the fulfillment of His promises. 
Sin has caused much suffering and pain. It has stripped us 
of our vitality and energy. It has taken away our loved ones 



What Kind of People? 

 

243

by death. It has caused tears of sorrow and suffering. For 
the believer, in particular, it has caused rejection and per-
secution. As the day of the Lord’s appearance draws near, 
we will need to set our eyes more and more on the promise 
of a new heaven and a new earth. What a comfort this will 
bring us. On that day nations will no longer wage war with 
each other. Cyclones, hurricanes, earthquakes, and fam-
ine will cease. There in that new heaven and new earth, 
the Lord Jesus will be honored and glorified. We will all 
bow before Him in a place where pain and suffering will 
not exist. This new heaven and earth will be the home of 
righteousness. Sin and evil will be banished forever. 

The promise of a new heaven and new earth ought to give 
us comfort and encouragement. Here on this old earth, we 
will suffer persecution and trial, but this is not the end. Be-
yond is the fulfillment of a wonderful promise of eternal life 
with the Lord Jesus in a new heaven and earth. As believ-
ers, we need to keep this bright future central in our 
thoughts.   

You Ought to Make Every Effort to Be Spotless 

Third, the apostle Peter stated in verse 14 that as believers 
looking forward to the return of the Lord, we ought to make 
every effort to be found spotless, blameless, and at peace 
with Him. Believers ought to strive to be free of defilement 
and guilt. This will not come without effort. It will require 
discipline on our part. Peter reminded his readers, how-
ever, that the Lord was very patient with them.  

In verses 15 Peter wrote that the patience of the Lord had 
meant salvation for many of them. Had the Lord Jesus 
come earlier, many of them would never have come to the 
knowledge of the Lord. The Lord is waiting until the full 
number of believers come to the knowledge of the truth. 
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In verse 16 Peter pointed his readers to the teachings of 
the apostle Paul. Peter recognized that God had given 
Paul great wisdom and that his writings were inspired by 
God. Some people accused Paul of being very hard to un-
derstand, and many even twisted the meaning of his 
teachings. Paul and Peter agreed fully that as believers, 
we need to live lives that are ready at any time for the Lord 
to return.  

Peter told his readers that they were to be on guard so that 
they would not get carried away by false teaching and fall 
from their secure position. What is this secure position that 
Peter spoke of here? In the context, that secure position is 
directly connected to resisting false doctrines. The truth of 
the Word places us in a position of strength and security 
in the battle with the enemy. By the Word of God, we can 
resist the lies of the devil. Where can we go when he bom-
bards us with his lies? The only secure retreat for the be-
liever is in the truth of the Word of God.  

By feeding on the truth of the Scriptures, we are able to 
grow strong in our walk with the Lord. By following the prin-
ciples that God laid out in His Word, we are able to have a 
powerful impact on the world. Through the preaching of the 
truth of that Word, the power of the enemy is broken in the 
lives of those who hear and believe. If we want to be spir-
itually strong and healthy, we need to understand the 
Scripture and obey its truth. Our position of strength and 
security against the enemy is only in obedience to the 
Word of God. It is for this reason that Peter warned his 
readers against the teachings of the false prophets of their 
day. A believer who is ignorant or disobedient to the teach-
ing of the Word of God is weak and powerless. Peter 
wanted believers to be knowledgeable and bold in the Lord 
God. For this to happen, they needed to be diligent in 
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learning the Word and resisting the false teachings that 
were around them. 

Peter concludes his letter with a challenge to his readers 
to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Notice that there are two aspects to this statement. 
Believers are to grow in the knowledge of Christ. This 
knowledge comes through the Word and the teachings of 
the apostles. We need to study the Word to understand 
the character and purposes of God. We must spend time 
in the Scriptures, letting the Holy Spirit teach us about the 
life and work of the Lord Jesus.  

Peter also told his readers that they were also to grow in 
the grace of the Lord Jesus. Grace refers to the way in 
which God blesses and equips the believer in ministry and 
relationship with Him. We are not only to grow in 
knowledge about the Lord Jesus but also in our ability to 
receive His grace in every aspect of our lives. The mature 
believer is one who is able to draw from the supply of 
God’s grace stored up for him. He is able to use the gifts 
and strength the Lord provides to minister and serve in His 
name.  

God is looking for a people who not only know Him but also 
are able to minister and live in His strength. May He help 
us to be this kind of people as we await His return. 

 

For Consideration: 

• Peter stated that the Lord will destroy this earth and 
replace it with a new heaven and new earth. What 
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encouragement do you receive from this? What 
kind of challenge does this give you? 

• How does the truth of the Word of God keep us in 
a position of security and strength? 

• What is the difference between growing in the 
knowledge of Christ and growing in His grace? 
Why is it important that we grow in both? 

For Prayer: 

• Ask the Lord to help you to live each day with the 
hope of His coming. 

• Thank the Lord for how His death conquered sin. 
Take a moment to praise Him for the wonderful 
hope of a new earth where sin will be no more. 

• Thank the Lord for the truth of His Word. Ask Him 
to keep you obedient and faithful to that Word. 
Thank the Lord for the security and strength we find 
in this Word. 

• Ask the Lord to help you not only to grow in the 
knowledge of Him but also the ability to walk in the 
strength and grace He provides. 
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