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SEND A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Letters must have the writer’s name, full address and daytime phone number and should be no longer than
200 words. We may condense letters and edit them for accuracy. Writers can have one published letter every
30 days. We are unable to acknowledge or return letters, or to publish every letter we receive. We no longer
accept letters by postal mail. Email letters to: editor.letters@heraldtribune.com.

OPINION Roger Brown, Opinions Editor
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Roger Brown ........................................... Opinions Editor

Gas prices out of control

If we are the largest oil-producing country in the
world – andwe have been told that there is no short-
age of oil or fuel – how is it that we are being gouged
unmercifully at the gas pumps?

Steve Gardner, Venice

Corcoran column: Too long, too whiny

“Brevity is the soul ofwit,” said Polonius in Shake-
speare’s Hamlet.
“If I hadmore time, I would have written a shorter

letter” is a sentiment that’s been attributed to a wide
variety of notables, including French philosopher
Blaise Pascal, author Mark Twain and former British
Prime Minister Winston Churchill.
But neither of the above quotes is likely to be as-

cribed to New College of Florida President Richard
Corcoran, whose verbosity in his March 27 Herald-
Tribune guest column seemed only to confirm the
impactof the criticisms leveledat the “new”NewCol-

lege – all of which Corcoran dismissed as “political.”
What college president whines that the volume of

faculty grievances compares to that of a school 50
times in size?
Or complains about an “onslaught” of legal chal-

lenges and declining rankings – both of which Corco-
ran called political problems?
Does he seek our pity?
Of course, it’s political.
Everything about New College of Florida is now po-

litical – including the Gov. Ron DeSantis-designated,
million-dollar president and the well-paid New Col-
lege Foundation executive director who just happens
to be the wife of the Republican National Committee
chairman.
That’s not “political”?
Finally, Corcoran made a quotable point when he

proudly proclaimed that the reason New College
“draws so much attention . . . is because of what we
have destroyed and are destroying in academia.”
Methinks Corcoran dost protest too much.
T. Guy Spencer, Sarasota
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I read with dismay the recent guest column by
Leslie Crawford regarding her son Trevor’s e-bike
crash that left him with catastrophic injuries – and
with more than $400,000 in medical bills that may
not be paid (“E-bike crash reveals issue with Florida
insurance,” March 24).
If the driver who caused the accident had pur-

chased proper insurance, Trevor’s mom could be re-
imbursed for the medical expenses and obtain com-
pensation for her son’s injuries.
But there is no requirement inFlorida for drivers to

carry any liability coverage.
In fact, Florida is the only state in America that

doesn’tmandate liability coverage fordrivers or own-
ers of vehicles.
A bill proposing mandatory liability coverage was

passed in 2021 by the Florida Legislature, but it was
vetoed by the governor.
It was reintroduced in 2025 but never passed due

to the threat of another veto.
So under current Florida law, the only coverage

that you are required to carry is $10,000 in personal
injury protection (which covers your own medical
bills) – and $10,000 in property damage coverage
(which covers damage to somebody else’s vehicle
should you cause a crash).
That’s it!
There are 19 million vehicles registered in Florida

and 60% of those have little or no insurance.
That means if you are unlucky enough to get in a

crash caused by one of these 12 million drivers, you
will have little recourse.
During my many years of practice in Sarasota,

there have been numerous occasions when I’ve had
to sit with a catastrophically injured person or a fam-
ilywho lost a lovedone.And then I’ve had to tell them
there is nothing I can do for them because of the ab-
sence of adequate coverage.
It is heartbreaking.
I had a case recently where a special-needs client

who was living in a group home was walking to the
store and was hit in the crosswalk by a pickup truck.
My client was hospitalized for six weeks andwas left
with permanent, catastrophic injuries – and with
more than $700,000 in medical bills.
But the truck that hit my client had a $25,000 li-

ability policy, and that was all we could collect.
The only way to protect yourself in Florida from

the12milliondrivers lackingadequate insurance is to
purchase uninsured motorist coverage on your own
policy.
That coverage will pay you what the other driver

should have paid had they been properly insured.
For example, I had a client whowas rear-ended by

a county truck.My client required twoback surgeries
and incurred more than $250,000 in medical bills,
lost wages and other damages.
Since itwas a county truck,wewere limited by the

$200,000 sovereign immunity cap in the claim
against the county. Fortunately, my client had $1.5
million in uninsured motorist coverage on his vehi-
cle, sowewere able to secure a great recovery for him
to cover his medical expenses and secure him for his
future.
On the other side of the coin, if you cause an acci-

dent that results in death or catastrophic injuries to
someone and do not have adequate coverage to pro-
tect yourself andassets, it couldbe financiallydevas-
tating to you.
So what are the takeaways?
For starters, Florida needs to implement manda-

tory liability coverage for all Florida drivers and own-
ers just like the other 49 states. That will give every
injured party at least some protection.
More importantly I urge all Floridians to protect

themselves bypurchasingminimum liability andun-
insured coverage of at least $250,000 and umbrella
liability and uninsured motorist coverage of at least
$500,000.
That will give you much better protection in the

event you are injured in a crash–or you cause a crash
that injures someone else. It is also the socially re-
sponsible thing to do.

William E. Robertson Jr. is a fifth-generation at-
torney who has been practicing in Sarasota for over
41 years.

Your Turn
William, E. Robertson Jr.

Guest columnist

Scarcity
of liability
coverage
in Florida is
a nightmare

We’ve all seen the clips that have gone viral of
Transportation Security Administration lines at air-
ports stretching into baggage claims and parking
decks, with some airline passengers having to wait
hours just to get through security. The result is
missed flights.
This is all completelyavoidable.TheTSA’s funding

has once again been caught in the crossfire of parti-
san differences on funding Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement, with a partial government shut-
down ongoing. We shouldn’t even be in this mess in
the first place, because airport screening should not
be performed by the government.
There is no good reason why the TSA hasn’t been

privatized. The agency is an inefficient, bureaucratic
mess and has its funding subject to the whims of po-
litical fights extraneous to its mission. Privatization
would both make the agency function better and in-
sulate it from political fights.

American travel caught in the
crossfire of partisan politics

In a sense, American travel has been taken hos-
tage. Democrats and Republicans are fighting over
funding for the Department of Homeland Security,
and Democrats are banking on travel disruptions
raising the pressure on Republicans to make a deal.
This is far from the first time this has happened.

Nearly every time we get a government shutdown,
strains on travel operations are one of the first pres-
sure points that bring the parties closer to negotia-
tions. I’m not here to litigate whether Democrats or
Republicans are at fault for this, both because it
doesn’t matter to my overall point and because
they have each been on both sides of these fights
historically.
While theSenate has passed a compromise onDe-

partment of Homeland Security funding, the House
appears unlikely to pass the legislation in its current
form.
Other solutions have included sending ICE offi-

cers to fill the void left by TSA staffing shortages or
Trump signing an executive order to pay TSA staff
(though his authority to do so is unclear). Neither
gets to the actual problem itself, just stopgaps to con-
trol the political bleeding.
However, what is clear is that in this case, TSA

funding is not the hang-up; the politics around im-
migration enforcement is. The travel disruptions are
symptoms of that fight, and are used as leverage to
reach other policy aims.
The only way to insulate American travel from

these issues is to take the ability to play politics over
its funding out of these fights entirely. The way to do
that is to outsource airport security and screening to
private contractors. This way, the funding is appro-
priated ahead of time, and employee wages are not
subject to the government money faucet being
turned off.
This isn’t theory alone. The wait times at the lim-

ited number of U.S. airports approved to use private
screening contractors have remained extremely
short, even over the past week, as waits at other air-
ports nationwide spiked. These handful of airports
that use contractors include San Francisco and Kan-
sas City, Missouri. They’re by no means massive
transit hubs, but the same idea transfers to our na-
tion’s largest airports.

TSA suffers from government inefficiency

Anyone who has taken a flight can tell you that air-
port security doesn’t perform as well as it could. Not
only would privatization insulate the agency from po-
litical lapses in funding, but it also could lead to
lower taxpayer costs and better operations for
travelers.
Audits have found that the TSA performs no better

than private contractors tasked with the same opera-
tions. But the agency comes at an immense cost and
suffers from the same sort of bureaucratic problems
that every government agency does.
Nor is this bureaucratic model the common way of

doing things worldwide. The United Kingdom, Cana-
da, Germany, France, Spain andmany other countries
use private contractors to handle their screening. In
fact, more than 80% of European airports use private
screening.
A privatized version of TSA would have profit

incentives to build better, more efficient processes.
Travel screening and security are about two-thirds
of the TSA’s budget, and these are the tasks
most capable of being performed by private
companies.
The government’s role in transportation security

should remain focused on the things only the
government can do, such as intelligence. For the
rest, a competitive bidding process should be
opened up for private firms to take on the screening
and security aspects. These changes would
require Congress to act, making such an overhaul
unlikely.
However, if America ever wants to stop these sorts

of political travel delays from being routine, then we
should remove the ability of political whims to influ-
ence the funding for airport security.

Dace Potas is an opinion columnist for USA TODAY
and a graduate of DePaul University with a degree in
political science.

Privatizing TSA is the only
way to fix airport security

Dace Potas
USA TODAY

More than 80% of European airports use private
contractors for screening at their airports.
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A privatized version of TSA would have profit
incentives to build better, more efficient processes.
Travel screening and security are about two-thirds
of the TSA’s budget, and these are the tasks most
capable of being performed by private companies.


