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ACT Community Coalition officially launched
. By Kristin Rivers

Editor
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - Advanc-
ing Chicopee Together, a co-
alition bringing community 
partners together to help iden-
tify the needs and strengths of 
the city and build solutions to 
create a healthier communi-
ty, was officially launched on 
Feb. 27.

The announcement was 
made at a press conference 
at City Hall Auditorium with 
remarks from Mayor John 
Vieau, Ward 2 City Council-
or Shane Brooks, Eliza Lake, 
director of Health Policy & 
Strategic Initiatives at the Ex-
ecutive Office of Health and 
Human Services, Health and 

Human Services Secretary 
Dr. Kiame Mahaniah, Jessi-
ca Collins, executive director 
at the Public Health Institute 
of Western Mass, Luz Lopez, 
director of Breaking Oppres-
sion, Monica Torres, commu-
nity and special projects liai-
son for the City of Chicopee, 
Tammi Kazuch, chief of strat-
egy, Development & Commu-
nity Partnerships at Holyoke 
and Chicopee Health Centers 
and Assistant Planner Patrick 
Collins. 

The initiative was 
launched in partnership with 
The Public Health Institute 
of Western Massachusetts 
as part of Addressing Health 
Equity in Massachusetts 
(AHEM), a statewide initia-
tive focusing on regional and 

racial equity in health. 
The project was fund-

ed by a grant from the Blue 
Cross Blue Shield of Massa-
chusetts Foundation.

The two priorities ACT 
will focus on are food access 
and maternal/prenatal health, 
with strategies including im-
proving awareness, coordi-
nation and connection for lo-
cal food and maternal health 
information and resources, 
expanding education, sup-
port and access to services 
for pregnant and postpartum 
individuals and people with 
chronic diseases and increas-
ing awareness and access to 
doula services. 

On April 22, there will be 
a Food Resource Fair at The 
Hub at Market Square from 

4 to 7 p.m. and, on May 30, 
a Community Baby Shower 
with the location to be deter-
mined. 

Vieau explained how 
the initiative can help create 
healthier lifestyles and better 
access, whether it’d be for 
healthier food options, orga-
nizations providing food for 
people in need or finding re-
sources for maternal and pre-
natal care.

“We have a bunch of 
community partners that meet 
very frequently and come to-
gether because they’re really 
concerned about healthy life-
styles,” Vieau said. “We’re 
leading the way and we’re 
grateful for our partnership 
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This group photo shows the many faces behind Advancing Chicopee Together, a new community initiative to help strengthen the city 
and build solutions for food access and maternal and prenatal care.

Community enjoys 
meatloaf dinner

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The com-
munity packed the senior 
center on Feb. 24 to enjoy 
a Meatloaf Dinner event 
sponsored by the Rotary 
Club of Chicopee.

The meatloaf was 
cooked by Mayor John 
Vieau, with the proceeds 
supporting the senior center. 
The meal also included a 

dinner roll, corn and butter, 
mashed red potatoes with 
gravy and Boston Creme 
Pie cupcakes, which were 
prepared by senior center 
volunteers and staff.

Besides sponsoring the 
event, members of the Ro-
tary Club of Chicopee also 
volunteered to serve the 
meal and donated $500 to 
the senior center, with the 
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Rotary Club Public Relations and Member John Arthur pres-
ents a plate to attendees.

Community members honored 
at Shining Stars Awards Gala

By Brendan Rooney 
Correspondent 

CHICOPEE — The 
Castle of Knights Banquet 
Hall hosted the 41st Annual 
Greater Chicopee Chamber 
of Commerce Shining Stars 
Gala on Feb. 27. 

The gala, since its in-
ception in 1985, is built on 
the foundation of taking the 
time to recognize and honor 
a total of four local commu-
nity members and organiza-
tions for their contributions 
to the city, which are featured 
among several categories, in-
cluding volunteers, non-prof-
its, businesses and citizens 
who help shape and impact 
the local community. 

The program was spon-
sored and presented by Peo-
ples Bank and countless 
others, such as Health New 
England, The Polish Nation-
al Credit Union, Teddy Bear 
Pools & Spas, and many 
more.

Night Under the Stars 
This year’s theme was 

a “Parisian Night, under the 
Chicopee Lights,” with a live 
jazz performance courtesy of 
Chicopee High Jazz Band, to 
landmark-inspired backdrops 
that featured a small photo-
booth nestled in the center, 
headlined by a recreation 
of the Pont des Arts Bridge, 
once known as the “Love 
Lock Bridge,” but with a Chi-
copee twist. 

As soon as attendees 
graced the red carpet, they 
were given a lock and encour-
aged to write a message cen-
tered around what they love 
about the city and essentially 
‘lock’ it in and place it around 
the aforementioned bridge, 
cementing an ever-growing 
network, and offering a re-
flection of what makes the 
city special. 

Business of the Year
Emcees Melanie Wilk 

and Kris Theriault called up 
the first recipient, HB Real 
Estate LLC, who received 
the title of “Business of the 
Year.” In patent award show 
fashion, similar to the Oscars, 

Theriault debuted a licensed 
black HB beret, which was 
also worn by the entire staff 
of the brokerage throughout 
the gala. Receiving the award 
were the owners and founders 
of the brokerage, Ray Hoess-
Brooks, his husband, Jeffrey 
Hoess-Brooks, and Karen 
Kirby. 

The brokerage first 
opened its doors back in 
2021, and since then, HB has 
grown from a dozen agents to 
a powerhouse team of over 
30. In addition, the company 
has also been a main propo-
nent of the Western Mass 
community by having offices 
in Chicopee, Wilbraham, and, 
most recently, Northampton. 

The company has also 
been instrumental in host-
ing community events like 
the Author Stroll, which has 
now been established to be a 
yearly event due to last year’s 
success, while also being in-
volved and lending support 

Elks Lodge hosts Portuguese Night
By Brendan Rooney 

Correspondent

CHICOPEE — The 
Elks Lodge of Chicopee 
hosted ‘Portuguese Nation-
ality Night’ as part of their 
ongoing cultural-themed 
dinners on Feb. 12, which 
have long been a tradition 
that runs all year.

The event drew more 
than 130 attendees, and 
those who attended were 
treated to a variety of festivi-
ties, including a cash bar and 
a plethora of 50/50 raffles.

Spearheading the event 
was Committee Chair-
man Kevin Agostino, who 
touched upon the lodge of-
fering a sense of pride with 
these events. 

“The Elks always allow 
us to express the differences 
and harmony of cultures,” 
Agostino said. “Tonight 
was Portuguese Night, next 
month is Irish Night, and 
I just want to add that your 
heritage is a key piece of 
your identity, and it’s some-
thing you take pride in, and I, 
being Portuguese, found my-
self growing up here because 
of my family ties, starting 
with my dad(Joseph), Dino 
Claudino, and countless oth-
ers used to run this event, 
and as a kid I worked here 
in the kitchen, serving these 

events, and it means a lot to 
help me give back to the Elks 
because they do a lot of work 
for the community.” 

Among those in atten-
dance were a variety of local 
dignitaries, such as Mayor 
John Vieau and City Council 
Vice President/Ward 6 City 
Councilor Sam Shumsky, 
and countless others. 

First to reflect on the 
evening was Vieau, who dis-
cussed the importance of the 
Elks’ continued support of 
hosting the monthly heritage 
dinners, which always draw 
a massive crowd. 

“It’s all about bringing 
the community together, 
and when you look around, 

everyone is happy, and smil-
ing, and we had a great Por-
tuguese meal, and we’re just 
excited to be a part of it,” 
Vieau said. 

He also touched upon 
the importance of the Portu-
guese-American community 
in the city. 

“I’ll share that the Por-
tuguese-American and their 
culture is truly something 
special, and they contain a 
ton of pride, and I feel we 
always have a big turnout, 
especially when we do the 
flag raising in June, and it’s 
a special moment to realize 
we that we have the Portu-
guese American Club, which 
has been a main staple in our 
city, for years, and will con-
tinue to do so,” Vieau said.

Portuguese Ameri-
can Club President Brian 
Mendes and his family were 
in attendance as well, along 
with countless others from 
the organization. 

“It truly means a lot 
and I’m very happy that the 
Elks continue this tradition 
of these heritage dinners, 
offering a chance for all cul-
tures to feel represented, and 
heard.” Mendes said. “I’m 
also proud of Kevin(Agos-
tino), who took over and 
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HB Real Estate - Business of the Year.
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The Elks staff in the kitchen prepping the meal. 

Portuguese American Club President Brian Mendes with wife 
Nicole Simard-Mendes and other board members in atten-
dance.

See MEATLOAF 
DINNER page 5

See ACT page 3

See PORTUGUESE 
NIGHT page 6

See SHINING STARS 
page 6
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Best 
Pizza 

in
Town

You 
Ring 
We 

Bring213 South Street, Holyoke

Two Large Pizzas,
 1 Topping Each & 2 Liter Soda

$33.50 +Tax

#1

One Large 1 Topping Pizza,
10 Buffalo Wings & 2 Liter Soda

$32.99 +Tax

#2

#4 One Party Size Cheese Pizza,
20 Buffalo Wings & 2 Liter Soda

$44.50 +Tax

Ten Wings w/French Fries
$17.99 +Tax

Two 16” Grinders with 
Bag of Chips & Can of Soda

$25.99 +Tax

#11

#13

#16

EXPRESS DELIVERY: Holyoke, Chicopee, South Hadley & West Springfield
VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE COUPONS & TO ORDER ONLINE

www.holyokepizza.com 

Clipless Coupons – Order By Number

413.532.6666CHICOPEE
WE DELIVER!

8” Grinder or Pita Pocket 
with Fries & FREE Can of Soda

$14.25+Tax

One Large 1 Topping Pizza,
20 Wings & FREE 2 Liter Soda

$40.99 +Tax

One Large 2 Topping Pizza,
& FREE 2 Liter Soda

$23.99 +Tax

One Medium 1 Topping Pizza,
10 Wings & FREE 2 Liter Soda

$30.99 +Tax

#5

#10

#6

#14

DAILY SPECIALSDAILY SPECIALS
(Especiales Del Dia)

Mini Calzone Each Topping (same as Pizza Toppings) Additional $1.75 .....$8.95 
Any Wrap with Small Bag of Chips and Can of Soda .................. $10.99
Any Wrap with French Fries and Can of Soda ............................. $12.99
Any 8” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda .................. $11.99
Any 8” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda ..................... $11.99
Any Pita Pocket with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda ................ $11.99
Any Pita Pocket with French Fries & a Can of Soda .................... $11.99
Any 16” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda ................ $14.75
Any 16” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda ................... $15.50
10” Cheese Pizza ................................................$8.95 Each Topping $1.75
4 Chicken Tenders with French Fries & a Can of Soda ............... $10.99
Cheeseburger with French Fries & a Can of Soda ....................... $10.99

Holyoke Pizza
GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE!!!

FAMILY
 SPECIAL

      Large 1 Topping Pizza, 
    Small Cheese Calzone, 

2 Liter Soda &
10 Wings 10 Wings $43.50 $43.50 +Tax+Tax

Zoning Committee approves Cruise Control application withdrawal
City Council later 
votes to withdraw 
with prejudice 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The Zon-
ing Committee approved a 
special permit application for 
withdrawal without prejudice 
for Cruise Control Transpor-
tation on Feb. 25.

Cruise Control Transpor-
tation, located on 78 West St., 
is a towing and storage busi-
ness in Chicopee Center and 
was recently discussed by the 
City Council on Feb. 3 after 
it continued to operate in the 
city despite not having a spe-
cial permit, leading to a cease 
and desist situation. 

That special permit was 
not received in December 
2025 after it failed to get 9 
votes in support. After that, 
Cruise Control Transporta-
tion took the city to court, 
with a ruling that the City 
Council needed to revisit and 
revote on the item.

The councilors then vot-
ed to have the discussion 
moved to the Zoning Com-
mittee.

After the meeting began 
in executive session to dis-
cuss the item, Attorney Tom 
Reidy spoke on behalf of the 
applicant, Joshua Roy, on 
how the special permit appli-

cation was “denied, appealed, 
remanded” and he wasn’t in-
volved with the original ap-
plication.

“Upon some additional 
research, it looks like the use 
has existed at site for a signif-
icant period of time, such that 
our belief is that the zoning 
ordinance doesn’t require a 
special permit. And so what 
we did, also, earlier this week 
was file 2414A, essentially, 
declaratory action with Land 
Court, asking Land Court to 
determine the applicability of 
the zoning ordinance to the 
use at this property,” Reidy 
said. “If the determination is 
a special permit is required, 
we’ll have to go through the 
special permit process. If 
the determination is no, this 
is a lawfully pre-existing 
non-conforming use and a 
special permit is not required, 
obviously, no special permit 
would be required.”

Reidy said if the with-
drawal without prejudice is 
approved, the appeal lawsuit 
would be dismissed “and 
there would only be the cur-
rent, this week filed, land 
court determination.”

“If you essentially deny, 
which would be a withdraw-
al with prejudice, then I think 
we would have to continue 
that litigation for the special 
permit with Land Court as 
we await the determination 
of the Land Court, whether 
or not the zoning ordinance 
is applicable,” Reidy said. 

“On balance, we think the 
withdrawal without prejudice 
would wipe the special per-
mit, stop that litigation, let’s 
wait for Land Court to make 
their determination of wheth-
er or not it’s applicable. If it 
is, we’ll be back before you, 
and if it isn’t, we won’t need 
to be back before you.”

Councilor-at-Large Joel 
McAuliffe asked Reidy, “if 
your client didn’t think they 
needed a special permit, why 
did they apply for one?”

Reidy replied he thought 
the same thing.

“I don’t know if it was a 
conversation with the Build-
ing Department, who said 
‘You need this,’ but I don’t 
have the answer to that,” 
Reidy said. 

“Do they believe they 
were pre-existing non-con-
forming use prior to applica-
tion?” McAuliffe said.

Reidy said, “I don’t know 
that they knew the concept of 
pre-existing non-conforming 
before the application.”

“It has been—in talking 
with the land owner—and 
if you’ve looked at the com-
plaint that was filed with 
Land Court, you look at the 
timing of ownership, opera-
tion from the 1970s on. So, I 
think 1996 is when all those 
parcels were combined and 
then if you look at the zon-
ing ordinance in effect at the 
time, it was clear to us that 
the 2003 ordinance, which is 
the applicable ordinance, the 

new iteration wouldn’t apply. 
And so, pre-existing non-con-
formities are just a little nu-
anced,” Reidy said. 

McAuliffe’s next ques-
tion was this.

“So your client or your 
position would be that you 
disagree with the city’s posi-
tion on this?” McAuliffe said.

Reidy replied he didn’t 
know the city’s position.

“If the city believes it’s 
not pre-existing non-con-
forming and that is, in fact, 
that we need a special permit 
because it hasn’t existed there 
before, then yes, we disagree 
with that,” Reidy said. 

On if the city’s position 
was discussed during prior lit-
igation, Reidy said he doesn’t 
get involved in litigation as 
he’s a permitting attorney.

On if his client had a 
business license, Reidy re-
plied, “I don’t know.”

“I don’t know that 
they’re able to get it. I think 
that might have been the rea-
son why,” Reidy said. 

“Are they currently oper-
ating?” McAuliffe said.

“I believe so,” Reidy 
said.

Ward 4 Councilor 
George Balakier noted one of 
the quagmires the committee 
had was it being a request for 
withdrawal.

“We won’t have public 
input and we really kind of 
can’t have a public hearing, 
per se, with this one because 
of the delicacy of litigation 

here. That’s what I was pretty 
much told by council,” Balak-
ier said.

Balakier said the decision 
now came down to whether to 
approve the application with 
prejudice or without preju-
dice.

McAuliffe still had ques-
tions on the process and that 
most of them “stem from the 
fact that we need to figure out 
how the ordinance is to be in-
terpreted and how the zoning 
bylaws is to be interpreted.”

“There’s ongoing litiga-
tion that’s going to answer 
that question, and so I can’t 
form an opinion on this ap-
plication or this withdrawal 
of application until I have that 
information, and so, I will 
personally vote to dismiss 
without prejudice, allow the 
process to play out,” McAu-
liffe said. “If, in fact, we do 
need to issue a special permit 
or the applicant needs to ap-
ply for a special permit, then 
we can go through the process 
again.”

McAuliffe requested 
that, since the business was 
currently operating, “to en-
sure compliance with all mu-
nicipal ordinances, state and 
local law and to be responsive 
to the community around it.”

“I don’t think it’s any 
secret or surprise to the ap-
plicant that the concerns 
that have been raised in our 
committee hearings are qual-
ity-of-life issues in the neigh-
borhood. We expect that those 

will be addressed and adhered 
to. That’s what we would ex-
pect of any business, special 
permit or not,” McAuliffe 
said.

The motion to withdraw 
without prejudice passed 
unanimously, with one ab-
stention.

City Council Decision
On March 3, the City 

Council held an extensive 
discussion on this, with a mo-
tion to accept the favorable 
Zoning Committee report and 
approve the special permit ap-
plication withdrawal without 
prejudice. There were also 
several residents who voiced 
concerns about the business 
during public input. 

Ward 2 Councilor Shane 
Brooks had also presented an 
amended motion for the spe-
cial permit application to be 
withdrawn with prejudice.

The amended motion re-
ceived six yes votes, five no 
votes and two abstentions. 
After a revote request was 
made, the vote was taken a 
second time so McAuliffe 
could change his vote to sup-
port the majority. 

The second vote was 
eight yes votes, three no votes 
and two abstentions. 

Now, on the final vote on 
the amended motion which 
was the special permit appli-
cation to be withdrawn with 
prejudice, it passed six yes 
votes, four no votes and three 
abstentions. 

CHICOPEE -  Each 
month the Chicopee Public 
Library hosts a variety of free 
programs for children, teens, 
and families. The Youth Ser-
vices Department provides 
opportunities for entertain-
ment and enrichment that 
promote literacy and explore 
creativity. Here is the slate of 
events for March 2026.

Crafts!  -  Mondays in 
March 4 to 5 p.m.  Stop by 
the Kids Room for arts and/or 
crafts! For kids and families 
of all ages. 

Terrific Twos  will be 
held on Tuesdays, March 17 
and 31 at 10:30 a.m. Terrific 
Twos is for two- year-olds 
and their caregivers.  This 
program features about 25 
minutes of structured circle 
time, followed by about half 
an hour of semi-structured 
playtime. During circle 
time, we will sing songs, do 
rhymes, do some big move-
ments, and read 1 book. 
The book choice rotates 
between either a read aloud 
picture book or a group read 
of a board book. Playtime 
involves a choice of craft, 
activity, or play. 

Storytime  will be held 
on  Thursdays, March 19 
at 10:30 a.m.  Storytime is 
for children ages 3-5. This 
program features about 30 
minutes of structured circle 
time, followed by 15-30 
minutes of a craft or activity. 
Circle time will include two 
to three read aloud books, 

rhymes, songs, and felt 
boards. Children will be en-
couraged to ask and answer 
simple questions and rec-
ognize things like shapes, 
colors, letters, and numbers. 
There will be a puppet show 
in lieu of storytime on Febru-
ary 19, see below.

Saturday Play-
group  will be held on  Sat-
urdays at 1 p.m.  in March. 
We›ll put out some extra toys 
in the playspace. It’s a great 
time for families with kids of 
all ages to meet up and play.

Little Kid Dance Par-
ty  will be on  Wednesdays, 
March 11 and 25 at 10:30 
a.m.  Moving and grooving 
for kids and their caregivers. 
Geared toward ages 0 to 5, but 
all are welcome! 45 minutes 
to one hour of energetic 
activity including singing 
and dancing, action rhymes, 
and playing with props like 
scarves and shakers. 

The library will 
have  Bingo for Books on 
Wednesday, March 11 at 
6 p.m.  Play a few rounds of 
bingo and win the best prize: 
books! For kids and families 
of all ages. 

The Kids Room Sewing 
Club  will meet on  Wednes-
day, March 18, from 3:30 
to 5 p.m. Learn basic stitches 
and practice skills by making 
fun projects. Recommended 
for ages 6 and up. Kids who 
are not familiar with using 
a needle and thread should 
attend with an adult. Teens 

are welcome.
The library Homeschool 

Meetup  will be on  Thurs-
day, March 26 at 12 
p.m.  This group meets once 
a month September - June for 
homeschooling families with 
kids of all ages to hang out, do 
activities and learn together. 
This month each family will 
share spring traditions or 
activities and we’ll make a 
Cherry Blossom craft. 

Teens!
Visit the library after 

school and enjoy the Teen 
Space with friends! We’ve got 
board games, puzzles, the li-
brary’s Switch, and coloring 
to enjoy. 

Is your life lacking some 
cool, anime themed swag? 
Then stop by our  Anime 
Club on Wednesday, March 
25 at 3 p.m.  and maybe 
walk away with some fun 
posters, knickknacks, or other 
goodies!

Friday Teen Hang
Join us every Friday af-

ter school  in the Teen Space 
for some games and crafts! 
We’ll have the Nintendo 
Switch available to play, col-
oring pages and paper to doo-
dle, and more!

Teens are invited to join 
us at LEGO, Sewing Club, 
and Monday Crafts.

Visit the library web-
site for more info about 
all of the library’s events! 
www.chicopeepubliclibrary.
org

Chicopee Public Library hosts 
programs for kids and families

St. Stanislaus School hosting Annual Auction
CHICOPEE – The St. 

Stanislaus School is hosting 
its Annual Auction in March 
2026 as an online virtual 
event.

The Auction begins on 
March 7 and ends on March 
14.

The Auction is to raise 
funds for a new stage and Per-
forming Arts Fund. During 
these challenging times in our 
world, it is more important 
than ever to have current and 
relevant curriculum available 
in all areas of learning. Our 
goal is to raise $15,000 to 
$20,000 for our school.

The cost of providing a 
quality, safe and health envi-

ronment is higher than ever 
at this time. Your contribution 
will help us to continue to 
provide for the 300 students 
in our school each day.

In order to reach this 
goal, we need donations from 
businesses, parents and in-
dividual benefactors. Please 
consider supporting our event 
by donating a gift certificate, 
monetary donation, merchan-
dise or services. Your compa-
ny will be listed in the bidding 
brochure, and your donation 
will be displayed in the online 
catalogue for bidding.

We hope you will donate 
an item or make a contribu-
tion to help support St. Stan-

islaus School where we be-
lieve that we should “Strive to 
be Servant Leaders for Today 
and Tomorrow.”

Please contact Katherine 
Rorrio at 413-592-5135 or 
email ststanis@saintstans-
school.org if you are able to 
donate. We will gladly have 
someone pick up your contri-
bution. 

Any donations will be tax 
deductible and will be given a 
receipt worth the value of the 
donation.

Thank you,
Auction Committee
Katherine Rorrio, Prin-

cipal

Narcotics arrest after search warrants
CHICOPEE - Over the 

past several months, the Chi-
copee Police Narcotics Unit, 
in collaboration with the 
FBI Western Massachusetts 
Gang Task Force (WMGTF), 
conducted an investigation 
into the distribution of illegal 
narcotics from a residence 
on Britton Street, and La-
valle Avenue in Chicopee. 
The investigation focused on 
Christopher Kurtz and Tiffa-
ny Boberek.

This investigation fol-
lows a prior investigation 
involving the same indi-
viduals. Despite previous 

search warrants and arrests, 
investigators developed new 
information indicating con-
tinued involvement in the 
distribution of illegal narcot-
ics, which led to the current 
investigation.

As a result of this inves-
tigation, detectives applied 
for and were granted multi-
ple search warrants. On Feb. 
19, members of the Chicopee 
Police Narcotics Unit and the 
FBI WMGTF executed these 
search warrants. As a result 
of the search the following 
arrests were made:

Christopher Kurtz was 

arrested for:
Possession with intent 

to distribute a class B (crack 
cocaine) substance

Possession with intent 
to distribute a class A (hero-
in/fentanyl) substance

Possession of a class E 
substance

Tiffany Boberek was ar-
rested for: 

Possession with intent 
to distribute a class B (crack 
cocaine) substance

Possession with intent 
to distribute a class A (hero-
in/fentanyl) substance
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Admission: $8
Free for children under 12 years

Mention where you saw this ad or show your WMFF 
membership card and get $1.00 of your admission.

2026 Fly Fishing Expo 

Hosted by: Western Mass. Fly Fishermen  
 

Monday, March 16th 
6:30 pm to 9:00 pm 

Speaker at 7:30 
 
 

    
Ludlow Elks Lodge 69 Chapin Street Ludlow, Mass  
ADMISSION: $8.00; Free for children under 12 years 

 
 

Exhibitors: Fly rod builders, fly fishing/material vendors. Mass 
State and Wildlife experts, other related exhibitors. 
 
Giant Raffle: Many fishing items, bucket raffles for custom tied 
flies. 
 
Door prize: fly rod combo. 
 
Guest Speaker: Dr. Andy J. Danylchuk - From Striped Bass to 
Trout: Science-Based Best Practices for Catch-And-Release 
 
 

More info at WMFFCLUB.ORG 
 

Refreshments/Food for sale 
 

Mention where you saw this flyer or show your WMFF 
membership card and get $1.00 off your admission 

2026 
Fly Fishing
EXPO

Exhibitors: Fly rod builders, 
fly fishing/material vendors. 
Mass. State and Wildlife 
experts, other related 
exhibitors.

Giant Raffle: Many fishing 
items, bucket raffles for 
custom tied flies.

Door prize: Fly rod combo.

Guest Speaker: 
Dr. Andy J. Danylchuk – 
From Striped Bass to Trout: 
Science-Based Best Practices 
for Catch-And-Release

Monday, March 16
6:30 PM TO 9:00 PM
SPEAKER AT 7:30 PM

Ludlow Elks Lodge
69 Chapin Street, Ludlow, Mass.

   Hosted by: 
Western Mass. Fly Fishermen

More info at WMFFCLUB.ORG

REFRESHMENTS
FOOD FOR SALE

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

with all of you that are here.”
Brooks said “It is a better 

day in Ward 2” due to the im-
pact that ACT will have on his 
constituents. 

“A lot of those residents 
rely on our services, espe-
cially in the downtown. It is 
the most challenging ward to 
represent in all of the city, but 
it is also the most rewarding 
ward to represent because 
of the benefits that we can 
now provide for our resi-
dents who rely so heavily on 
city services,” Brooks said. 
“This initiative will allow us 
to do things that we’ve only 
dreamed of for years. It’s been 
my honor for the last year to 
serve on the Public Health 
Institute of Western Mass’s 
board of directors and to be 
a small part of what we’ll be 
an enormous, impactful ini-
tiative on the region and the 
surrounding communities.”

Lake explained the mis-
sion behind AHEM and how 
it “brings together individual 
organizations, local partners 
and state agencies in a coor-
dinated effort to confront the 
root causes of health inequi-
ties.”

“AHEM is specifically 
focused on addressing ineq-
uities in maternal health—as 
we’ve heard—heart health 
and diabetes—which food 
security is certainly a criti-
cally important piece of—and 
those are the leading dispar-
ities, leading drivers of pre-
mature mortality in the state,” 
Lake said. 

Also, strengthen com-
munity capacity and im-

prove statewide coordination 
through increased playspace 
investments, technical assis-
tance and partnering with or-
ganizations in Western Mass, 
initiatives like ACT and 
funders “to identify commu-
nity priorities, build local in-
frastructure and support long-
term systems change,” and 
long-term impacts on how 
state government works. 

“Our goal is clear. To 
ensure that equity is embed-
ded in the systems that shape 
whole outcomes across the 
Commonwealth,” Lake said.

Mahaniah said advanc-
ing health equity reflects the 
Healey-Driscoll administra-
tion’s responsibility “for en-
suring that equity is not just 
an idea in name, but a princi-
ple that guides how we gov-
ern, how we collaborate and 
how we serve communities 
across the Commonwealth.”

“So, on behalf of the 
Healey-Driscoll administra-
tion, thank you to the neigh-
bors, partners, family mem-
bers and community members 
who are advancing Chicopee 
together. I love that logo, love 
the sign, love the branding 
and I really look forward to 
seeing all the good that you 
will do,” Mahaniah said.

After recognizing the 
Steering Committee mem-
bers and partners, Collins 
shared her organization was 
asked by the Blue Cross Blue 
Shield Foundation a year ago 
to “work and uplift the tre-
mendous organizations, city 
leaders and departments and 
efforts already going on in 
Chicopee.”

“Our goal is basically 

to continue to strengthen the 
work by bringing more and 
more people and entities—
not just in Chicopee, but re-
gional entities as well—who 
are doing fantastic work. We 
are not a marginalized com-
munity. I think what happens 
is we are working so hard on 
what we’re doing that we be-
come an isolated community 
because we don’t have time 
to look up and say, ‘Oh, we 
can actually work smarter and 
harder,’ and that’s what we’re 
doing here,” Collins said. 

Torres said the program 
is able to grow due to the re-
lationships and partnerships 
with community organiza-
tions and providing the op-
portunity to reach communi-
ties that really need support. 

“This has been truly in-
spiring as because being part 
of the community and repre-
sentation of the mayor’s of-
fice, we have resources that 
folks are not aware of. Be-
ing able to engage with the 
community, agencies, being 
able to provide folks who 
call looking for guidance, I’m 
able to say, ‘Oh yes, I know 
this. I network with such 
agency.’ So, being part of this 
from the ground up is special 
to me,” Torres said. 

Torres also noted a list of 
data information that helped 
pinpoint the community 
needs and available resources 
to share with the community.

“The need is here and 
we’re here now acting togeth-
er to advance Chicopee,” Tor-
res said. 

To learn more, visit 
www.publichealthwm.org/
advancing-chicopee-together.

ACT from page 1

By Keith Davies
Coordinator, Chicopee 4Rivers 

Watershed Council 
Guest Contributor

Editor’s Note: This is 
the third and final part in a 
multi-part series about the 
Chicopee 4Rivers Water-
shed Council.

So, what’s next for these 
four rivers: Swift, Ware, 
Quaboag, and Chicopee? 
C4R has got the ball rolling, 
but it won’t keep rolling if 
there is no push behind it. 

Who pushes? Leaders 
and volunteers, communi-
ties.

During 2026, C4R will 
hold a series of communi-
ty information sessions to 
highlight our potential and 
vision. The first will be a 
spring kick-off event at the 
Palmer Historical Cultur-
al Center, 2072 Main St., 
in Three Rivers on Sunday, 
March 22 at 2 p.m.

Throughout the year, 
C4R will have fun pad-
dles, nature paddles, clean 
ups (suggested sites?), wa-
ter quality monitoring, and 
more. 

We hope to post on our 
website our events schedule 
by March 22. These events 
and the meetings will be a 
good opportunity to see our 
rivers, meet others and hear 
how we can together Care 4 
rivers-C4R.

Our needs: we need to 
strengthen our leadership 

team, add qualified and com-
mitted people to help with 
organizational, communica-
tion, database and financial 
management. People with 
water resource and aquatic 
biological savvy can also 
help. We have reached a 
point where we can do more 
as a community group to 
Care 4 rivers.

Our vision is to promote 
stewardship, conservation, 
enjoyment, and restoration 
of the rivers, ecosystems and 
wildlife habitats of the Chi-
copee-4 Rivers basin, while 
balancing and fostering river 
friendly city and town econ-
omies and community life. 

We have planted the 

seed for this with our basic 
monitoring and paddling 
trails. But sprouts need more 
to grow.

We could go to the 
next level by adding broad-
er water quality monitoring 
(adopt a stream, macroin-
vertebrates), trail teams, 
storm water education and 
action efforts, wildlife mon-
itoring, annual rivers report 
card, restoration efforts, and 
perhaps a rivers celebration 
event! 

We could be the source 
for Caring for our local 4 
Rivers. Now we’re talking!

Sounds inviting? Some-
thing inside you saying: 
“yes, I feel I want to help 
and make a difference!” Our 
local rivers are beautiful and 
magical places, places to dis-
cover – but also to care for. 

Rivers have been the 
lifeblood of New England 
for centuries, likely thou-
sands of years. They still are 
and can continue to sustain 
us and wildlife as we live in 
balance with them. 

C4R is a means to gath-
er us together to do that, al-
beit in a humble way. We in-
vite you to join in the vision, 
let’s C4R!

For more information 
about C4R and to get in-
volved, people may visit 
www.c4rivers.org, email 
chicopeewatershed@gmail.
com, or mail C4RWC, P.O. 
Box 126, Three Rivers, MA 
01080.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY KRISTIN RIVERS 

This chart shows the community response to the needs that matter most to create a healthier 
Chicopee.

A group photo comprising the many community partners collaborating to bring Advancing Chicopee 
Together, or ACT, to reality.

The Next Watershed Moments

Chicopee 4Rivers Watershed 
Council Coordinator Keith 
Davies prepared paddlers 
for the inaugural launch on 
the Lower Ware River Blue 
Trail in spring 2023.

Cub Scouts worked to remove a tire from the riverbank
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

OPINION

WE CARE ABOUT 
YOUR NEWS!
The Chicopee Register 

welcomes submissions 
of news in or related to 

Chicopee and its residents. 
Our "People News," is filled 
with submitted engagement 
announcements, wedding 

announcements, birth 
announcements, your new 
baby or news about your 
25th or 50th anniversary 

celebrations. Please e-mail 
correspondence along with a 
photo to chicopeeregister@

turley.com or send it to:
Chicopee Register,

c/o Turley Publications, 
24 Water Street,

Palmer, MA 01069.

EDITOR
Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Wendy Delcamp
wdelcamp@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

Chicopee Register

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs or 
other materials submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned except upon 
specific request when submitted.

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President 

The Chicopee Register is
published every Friday by

Turley Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., 
Palmer, Mass. 01069. Telephone

(413) 283-8393, Fax  (413) 289-1977.

@ Chicopee Register

WEB
www.chicopeeregister.turley.com

TEAM

Letters to the 
Editor

Letters to the editor should be 
250 words or less in length. No 

unsigned or anonymous opinions will 
be published. We require letter writers 
to include his or her town of residence 

and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior 
to publication.  We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed  to be libelous or contain  

unsubstantiated allegations,  personal 
attacks, defamation of  character and 
offensive language.  All unknown or 
alleged facts and  quotations offered 
by the author need to cite credible, 

unbiased sources. 

Send letters to:
The Chicopee Register, 

24  Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069

or email
chicopeeregister@turley.com.

The deadline for
submissions is Tuesday at noon.

Election letters
to the editor

The Chicopee Register welcomes readers 
to participate in this year’s election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor for publication 
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign issues 
should be sent to Chicopee Register care of 
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
journalregister@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification pur-
poses (it will not be printed). Letters must be 
received by noon Monday to be considered for 
that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters 
will be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be printed. 
If the volume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, or if 
the letters become repetitive, the newspaper 
reserves the right to print a representative 
sample. No endorsement letters will be printed 
in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor at 
413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the news-

paper plans to print stories about contested 
races for Congress, state Senate, state House, 
district attorney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, as well as 
a question-and-answer voters guide. In order 
to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor will report-
ers cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize 
their candidacy, beliefs and events may 
contact advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid 
advertising in Chicopee Register.

Dear Rusty: 
I just found out, as 

someone who was collect-
ing widow’s benefits on 
my second husband, a very 
small amount, for some 
time, that I was, all along, 
entitled to divorce bene-
fits from my first husband, 
which are much more. I 
thought I had to wait until 
my first husband passed be-
fore I could collect anything 
from him. Now I learned I 
have the right to collect as a 
divorcee. All of these years 
I have been missing out on 
a bigger benefit because 
I didn’t know this. Please 
make this clear and stress it 
for others in my position. 

Signed: Lost Benefits

Dear Lost Benefits: I 
am truly saddened that you 
lost out on benefits from 
your first husband for such 
a long time. Although you 
could not collect an ex-
spouse benefit from Hus-
band #1 while you were 
married to Husband #2, as 
soon as your current hus-
band died you again became 
eligible for ex-spouse bene-
fits from Husband #1. 

Basically, the rules say 
you cannot collect benefits 
from an ex-spouse if you 
have remarried and remain 
married. In other words, 
you cannot be “currently 
married” to collect benefits 
from an ex-spouse. But the 
death of Husband #2 meant 
that you were now eligible 
to collect ex-spouse bene-
fits from your first husband 
– husband #1. I hope when 
you later filed for your ex-
spouse benefits you asked 
for six months of retroactive 
benefits. 

In your situation, when 
your Husband #2 died, you 
actually had a choice – ei-
ther collect your surviving 
spouse benefit from your 
recently deceased husband 
#2, or to collect a regular 
ex-spouse benefit from your 
first husband if that is more 
than your benefit as your 
second husband’s widow. 
Regular ex-spouse bene-
fits from your first husband 
are available even though 
he is still living (and, in-
deed, even if he remarried) 
because you are no longer 
married to husband #2. 

This, however, is not 
always the way things work 
out for someone who has 
had multiple marriages. It 
all depends on the SS ben-
efit each former spouse was 
entitled to. That’s because 
your survivor benefit as 

your 2nd husband’s widow 
is based on the full (100%) 
amount he was receiving 
from Social Security when 
he died. 

In contrast, your benefit 
as your first husband’s ex-
spouse while he is still liv-
ing will be based upon half 
(50%) of his full retirement 
age SS entitlement. And 
often, 100% of a deceased 
person’s SS benefit is more 
than 50% of another living 
person’s amount. But not 
always. 

It’s important to also 
know that if you claim any 
SS benefit before reaching 
your personal Rull Retire-
ment Age , the monthly 
amount will be reduced. 
Benefits as a spouse (or a 
surviving spouse) do not 
reach maximum until the 
spouse reaches FRA, which 
is somewhere between age 
66 and 67 depending on the 
spouse’s year of birth. 

It’s also important to 
know that if a surviving 
spouse is working, any SS 
benefit received will be 
subject to Social Securi-
ty’s Annual Earnings Test, 
which limits how much can 
be earned before SS bene-
fits are affected. For 2026, 
the earnings limit for those 
collecting early SS benefits 
is $24,480 and, if that limit 
is exceeded, Social Security 
will take away some of your 
benefits. Note that the earn-
ings test goes away when 
you reach your full retire-
ment age. 

Finally, be aware that 
if your first husband also 
predeceases you, you will 
then become eligible for a 
surviving ex-spouse benefit 
from him, even if he has re-
married. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security Asso-
ciation  To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us at 
sadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a So-
cial Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

I lost money as a 
widow and ex-spouse by 
not knowing the rules

Small team. Big impact. Powered by community
By Brandice J. O’Brien

Marketing and Communications 
Manager, Greater Springfield 

Habitat for Humanity

WEST SPRINGFIELD 
- Greater Springfield Habitat 
for Humanity (GSHFH) oper-
ates much like other nonprof-
its—with ambitious goals, 
growing needs, and limited 
resources. What makes us 
unique is our scale: a four-per-
son full-time team managing 
daily operations, programs 
that benefit our partner fam-
ilies, donor engagement, and 
construction efforts across 
our service area. Community 
support isn’t just appreciated 
— it’s what makes this work 
possible.

Greater Springfield Hab-
itat manages two programs 
— homeownership and home 
preservation — serving fami-
lies across Hampden County. 
While our expenses currently 
exceed revenue by $27,000, 
and individual donations ac-
count for 13% of our income, 
this gap represents an oppor-
tunity for our community to 
strengthen and sustain this 
vital work. 

“When you donate di-
rectly to GSHFH, your impact 
is exponential,” said Michael 
Clemente, vice president of 
the Greater Springfield Habi-
tat Board of Directors. “Local 
donations stay right here. We 
prioritize keeping our operat-
ing costs low to ensure every 
dollar maximizes its impact 
within our community.”

Even with these chal-
lenges, Greater Springfield 
Habitat continues to build two 
to three new homes annually, 
while completing multiple 
home repair projects across 
Hampden County. Three new 
construction projects are in 
development for 2026.

“I’ve always been a fan 
of the ‘octopus’ partner con-
cept that leads to a finished 
home – the many hands, in-
cluding Habitat for Humanity, 
the donors of every size, the 
volunteers and the eventual 
owners,” said Kevin Bowler, 
new GSHFH volunteer. “As a 
believer in the value of build-
ing familial wealth, any time 
a neighbor can have the op-

portunity for that brought into 
their reach, I’m a fan.”

In June 2025, GSH-
FH sold a colonial home in 
Springfield to a Moroccan 
family of six. 

“This house represents 
stability for us,” said new 
homeowner Driss. “It will al-
low us to focus on raising our 
children and helping them 
achieve their goals, so they 
can grow and contribute posi-
tively to society.”

In December 2025, the 
affiliate celebrated the com-
pletion of construction on a 
modular home. The project 
was a collaboration between 
Holyoke Housing Authori-
ty (HHA), the University of 
Massachusetts DesignBuild 
program, and GSHFH.

“We at the Housing Au-
thority are always excited to 
see vacant parcels become 
homes, particularly at a time 
when there’s a huge demand 
in the Commonwealth for 
good housing,” said Matt 
Mainville, HHA executive di-
rector, at the dedication. “… 
we also recognize housing 
resources are limited, dollars 
for development are hard to 
acquire. So, when we’re able 
to partner with Habitat, UMa-
ss, and the City, it’s always a 
recipe for success.” 

The work we’re doing 
today is meaningful — but it 
represents just a fraction of 
what’s possible. With greater 
local investment and engage-
ment, Greater Springfield 
Habitat could expand our pro-
grams, serve more families, 
and bring our board’s long-
term vision for affordable 

housing to life.
Michael said if the affil-

iate had an abundance of re-
sources, he’d like to see old 
mill buildings in Holyoke, 
Springfield, Chicopee, West 
Springfield, Westfield, and 
Ludlow converted into hous-
ing.

“These larger spaces 
would allow us to support 
dozens of families at once. 
Commercial developers often 
struggle with abatement costs 
and regulations. GSHFH is 
uniquely positioned to secure 
grant funding and navigate 
these processes. It’s a long-
term goal that could truly 
transform our community. 
The first step is funding.”

Greater Springfield Hab-
itat hosts a variety of com-
munity-friendly fundraisers 
throughout the year, bringing 
together supporters of all ages 
to celebrate, connect, and in-
vest in affordable housing in 
Hampden County. 

Our upcoming Pickleball 
Tournament will take place 
on Sunday, March 29, at The 
Picklr in Westfield. Wheth-
er you’re a seasoned play-
er or just looking for a fun 
way to support a great cause, 
this event promises friendly 
competition and meaningful 
impact. Learn more at habi-
tatspringfield.org/pickleball.

Supporters can also par-
ticipate in Hops for Habitat 
— an ongoing partnership 
with local breweries that al-
lows craft beer enthusiasts to 
give back while enjoying their 
favorite pours. Learn more 
at habitatspringfield.org/
hops-for-habitat. We continue 
to offer our popular, Habi-
tat-themed in-house designed 
dress socks for purchase (hab-
itatspringfield.org/socks), and 
our signature fall fundraiser, 
Habitat Family Fun Fest, will 
return this October. Through-
out the year, we also host bin-
go nights, raffles, and other 
fun opportunities for commu-
nity participation.

Every event — big or 
small — helps build and 
preserve homes for families 
across Hampden County. Ev-
ery gift makes a local impact. 
To support our work, visit 
habitatspringfield.org/donate.

SUBMITTRF PHOTO

Jennifer, a Greater Springfield 
Habitat for Humanity home-
owner, beams as she holds up 
a key to her new home.

Garden related chores to ease in the season
Last week I’m writing 

about a blizzard, while this 
week it looks as if the mer-
cury is going to climb! How 
about our crazy New England 
weather?  

If the skyrocketing temps 
have you feeling the urge to 
get a jump on the gardening 
season, you are not alone! 
Here are a few tasks, straight 
from the archives that will get 
you outside, and a few more to 
get you back indoors, because 
inevitably, winter is here for 
awhile longer. I think.

Perform appropriate 
garden chores.  

I am usually negligent in 
cutting down asparagus foli-
age in the fall. Weather per-

mitting, in other words, if the 
snow melts enough over the 
course of the next two weeks, 
I will get out there and cut it 
back to its base soon, 
then haul off 
the branch-
es to pre-
vent any 
bugs that 
overwin-
tered there 
from in-
festing this year’s 
spears.  

It is also time to prune 
blueberries, apples, raspber-
ries and grapes.  

Pruning can vary de-
pending on the age and health 
of your specimens. If you are 
not experienced at it, consult 
any number of good books on 
the subject before you head 
outdoors with your pruning 
shears and loppers.

Assess your tools
Was the rototiller run-

ning rough last fall? Perform 
or schedule a tune up for 
later this month and beat the 
rush. Same goes for the weed 
whacker and lawn mower.  

Hoe and spade blades can 
be washed of dirt and debris 
then sharpened with a metal 
file. Medium grit sandpaper 
works wonders to smooth out 
the wooden handles of these 
and other garden tools.  

After which, boiled lin-
seed or tung oil can be ap-
plied to both the handle and 
the metal blade. It helps the 
wood resist moisture which 
leads to cracking and prevents 
rust on the blades.  

I love my Dad’s old 
spade. It has a great, hand-
made wooden handle that is 
about to crack through; sure 
wish I had oiled it 20 years 
ago!

Take inventory.  
Many of us have our seed 

orders in by now. If you don’t, 
or if you plan to buy your 

seeds locally, it is a great 
idea to go through 

your leftovers.  
B e f o r e 

you decide 
whether or 
not they are 

keepers, consider 
their age and how 

they were stored. My 
rule of thumb is that if any 
seed is over three years old 
it isn’t worth the risk.  Some 
seeds, such as those for pars-
ley, hybrid onion, carrot and 
parsnip expire even sooner. 
These are discarded after only 
one year. 

If seeds were stored in 
a moist or overly hot loca-
tion, their viability can be cut 
short sooner than normal. If 
you have concerns that they 
might not germinate, sow a 
few seeds indoors in pots in 
a warm location and see what 
kind of results you get.  

Nothing is more upset-
ting than planting seeds in the 
garden and having few or no 
seedlings come up. Time is 
wasted and the harvest is de-
layed by unknowingly utiliz-
ing dead seeds.  

We can also take invento-
ry of the various supplies we 
use during the growing sea-
son.  How are you set on lime, 
grass seed, and fertilizers?  

Plan to take advantage of 
preseason sales by knowing 
what you need ahead of time. 
Do you have enough contain-
ers, trays and labels?  

If you find yourself short, 
you need not buy them. You 
can start seeds in repurposed 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

See GARDEN page 8
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IN THE CITY

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$222
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
3/5/26-3/11/263/5/26-3/11/26

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 2 LB BAG .................. 

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TALAPIA FILLETS ......................... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$1699
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN RED EXPRESS

14” CHEESE PIZZA 35 OZ ..............

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ............

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

$222
lb

lb

$399USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

$399

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE 
PORK RIBS ............................

lb

lb
$669

$149

77¢

USDA INSP. S
SMOKED PORK 
SHOULDER PICNIC ........................$199

lb

$999
lb

BEEF RIB EYE
STEAKS

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$399
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

$166
lb

$299
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CUBED GOAT MEAT .............
USDA INSP. FRESH

SOUP CHICKEN (FOWL) .....

SOUP’S ON!
$444

lb

Lenten Specials

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

$619
lb

BEEF CHUCK ROAST 
or STEAK

  

check presented to Executive 
Director Sherry Manyak.

After declaring a chal-
lenge to Chef Bobby Flay, 
Vieau shared the process of 
making his famous meatloaf 
recipe, expressing excitement 
for the dinner. 

“I’m excited tonight be-
cause the Rotarians of Chi-
copee are helping me with 
the serving and we have over 
130 guests that are joining us 
tonight. The staff is working 
diligently to prepare tonight’s 
meatloaf,” Vieau said. “We 
have 20 pounds of hamburger 
here and we’re going to add 
some breadcrumbs. One, two, 
threeish, four. It might look 
like a lot, but there’s a lot of 
hamburger here and it’s the 
good stuff.”

Next was scrambled 
eggs, with Vieau explaining 
each cup contained three to 
four eggs, followed by sau-
téed onions and garlic. 

“We add just a little spice 
to it, stepping in here with  a 
little bit of red hot pepper 
flake, just so there’s a little 
bit of kick. People like that,” 
Vieau said. “And you need, 
always, a touch of black pep-
per, because that adds a little 
flavor to it, and you know 
what today is about. Flavor 
Country here and my favorite 
recipe right here.”

And, of course, the secret 
sauce.

“The sauce that every-
one’s trying to figure out what 
it is that takes this meatloaf 
and separates it from average 
and turns that into extraordi-
nary,” Vieau said. “Add that 
in and now we’re going to get 
some gloves and we’re ready 
to start mixing!”

As for the final touch? 
Heinz Ketchup to the top of 
the meatloaf and baking it at 
350 degrees for about an hour. 

Rotary Club President 
Fred Borys emphasized com-
munity involvement in the 
organization supporting and 
sponsoring the event. 

“We’re just trying to get 

a little more involved in the 
community. Got both local 
and international responsibil-
ities as Rotarians. It supports 
our senior citizens for their 
well-being and, the major 
thing is I would just try to 
be directly involved in the 
community. Make a bigger 
footprint, maybe make a lit-
tle impression on some of the 
folks, hopefully a good one. 
Maybe interest a few of them 
in becoming members,” Bo-
rys said. 

Borys said the members 
were excited to help out and 
noted Vieau also became a 
member of the Rotary Club a 
few years back.

“Not just a Rotarian in 
name only, but is being very 
active. He initiated this, we 
talked about it for some time,” 
Borys said. “We’re excited to 
be here.”

On upcoming events, 
Borys shared a Celebrity Bar-
tending Night at The View 
Tavern coming up in ear-
ly May, with a goal to raise 
$10,000.

“That’s going to be pri-
marily earmarked for local 
projects. We recently donated 
$3,500 to the Boys & Girls 
Club, we had a donation to 
the Love of Good Foundation 
and we’re looking to piggy-
back on that,” Borys said.

Rotary Club Vice Presi-
dent Scott Channell was look-

ing forward to volunteering.
“Any time you can help 

out the community, it’s al-
ways a great thing. So, it’s 
just part of our mission at Ro-
tary to service above self. So, 
it’s just a great thing,” Chan-
nell said.

Channell also empha-
sized giving back.

“We’re here, really, to 
have fun, camaraderie and 
serve whenever we can,” 
Channell said. 

“And tell them a little bit 
about Rotary too,” Borys said. 

Vieau encouraged the 

community to get involved 
with the Rotary Club, thank-
ing the senior center and the 
Friends of RiverMills for 
their work and support. 

“These are the good 
deed-doers of Chicopee. 
They’re the people that give 
back to this community in 
ways that I didn’t know exist-
ed and I’m so grateful to be 
a part of that,” Vieau said. “If 
anyone’s interested in joining 
the Good Deed-doers Club, 
the Chicopee Rotary meets 

twice a month at View Street 
Tavern on the second and 
fourth Tuesday at 5 p.m. and 
you’re more than welcome to 
join this wonderful group of 
people.”

Vieau also hoped the 
community enjoyed the meal, 
wanting their feedback.

“Hopefully this is a suc-
cess like it was last time and 
enjoy your meal!” Vieau said. 

Borys and Channell’s 
message was this.

“Just want to let them 

know that we’re here,” Borys 
said. “We do the best we can 
to publicize our presence. We 
donate where we can, we try 
to make ourselves visible and 
hopefully, this alerts a few of 
them to that we’re around. We 
have a couple of cards to give 
out that they can access our 
website and see what we do.”

“We’re always looking 
for more volunteers. We’re 
always looking for others that 
would like to give service 
above self,” Channell said. 

A close-up shot of the Boston Crème Pie cupcakes.
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RiverMills Senior Center Executive Director Sherry Manyak and a volunteer put the Heinz ketchup 
on the meatloaf.

The Rotary Club of Chicopee and RiverMills Senior Center Executive Director Sherry Manyak pose for a group photo with the Rotary 
Club’s check donation to the RiverMills Senior Center.

Rotary Club Vice President Scott Channell and Rotary Club Sec-
retary Chelsea Parker get ready to serve.

MEATLOAF DINNER
from page 1

RiverMills Senior Center lists upcoming events
Women’s History Month
 CHICOPEE - The Coun-

cil on Aging will host a Mas-
sachusetts Women’s History 
Month program on Wednes-
day, March 25 at 12:30 p.m. at 
Chicopee Council on Aging’s 
RiverMills Center, 5 West 
Main St.

Join History Professor 
Maura Henry of Holyoke 
Community College for this 
program in honor of Women’s 
History Month. During this 
presentation, you will learn 
about Massachusetts wom-
en Abigail Adams, Deborah 
Sampson, Elizabeth Freeman, 
and the birth of America.  Al-
though this is a free event, you 
must register in advance at 
RiverMills Center or by call-
ing 534-3698.

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner
CHICOPEE – The Coun-

cil on Aging will have a St. 
Patrick’s Day Dinner on 
Thursday, March 12th at 5 
p.m.at Chicopee Council on 

Aging’s RiverMills Center, 5 
West Main St.

Celebrate St. Patrick’s 
Day with a delicious Corned 
Beef dinner catered by 
Hamel’s, while listening to 
traditional Irish songs by lo-
cal Western Mass band Ban-
ish Misfortune. Beer, wine 
and non-alcoholic beverages 
will be available for purchase. 
Tickets are $20 and there is a 
limit of 2 tickets per per-
son. Registration is now 
open for this dinner. Please 
call RiverMills Center at 
534-3698 to inquire about 
ticket availability. You 
must register in person.

Drum Circle 
CHICOPEE – The 

Council on Aging will offer 
a Drum Circle on Wednes-
day, March 11 at 1:30 p.m. at 
Chicopee Council on Aging’s 
RiverMills Center, 5 West 
Main St. Join Carol LaLiberte, 
professor at CT State Commu-
nity College, as she leads you 

through a drum circle. Drum 
circles improve mood, boost 
cardio health, increase energy, 
memory and provide a sense of 
community and belonging. No 
musical experience needed! 
You must register in advance 
at RiverMills or by calling 
413-534-3698. 

Nutrition Workshop 
CHICOPEE - Council on 

Aging will offer a general nu-
trition workshop on Monday, 
March 16 at 10 a.m. at Chicop-
ee Council on Aging’s River-
Mills Center, 5 West Main St.

Join representatives from 
Ascentria Care Alliance’s 
SNAP-Ed program to talk 
about the solutions and bar-
riers for a lifestyle of healthy 
nutrition, physical activity and 
wellness. You will also play 
some Nutrition Jeopardy and 
will be able to grab a sample 
of a healthy soup and recipe to 
make at home. Although this is 
a free program, please regis-
ter at RiverMills Center or by 

calling 534-3698. 
Poison Prevention 

CHICOPEE – The Coun-
cil on Aging host a poison pre-
vention program on Wednes-
day, March 18 at 10 a.m. at 
Chicopee Council on Aging’s 
RiverMills Center, located at 
5 W. Main Street.Every year, 
Poison Prevention Week is 
recognized during the third 
week of March. Join Regional 
Public Health Nurse Fiona Ci-
och for a presentation on poi-
son prevention in your home 
so you can keep yourself and 
your family safe. Though this 
is a free event, you must regis-
ter at RiverMills Center or by 
calling 534-3698. 

Parkinson’s Foundation
CHICOPEE - The Coun-

cil on Aging will host a Parkin-
sons Foundation Information 
Session on Thursday, March 
19 at 10 a.m. at Chicopee 
Council on Aging’s RiverMills 
Center, 5 West Main St.

Join the Parkinson’s 

Foundation for an informa-
tion session about what the 
Parkinson’s Foundation is all 
about, as well as a discussion 
on the 10 early signs of the 
disease. This program will 
provide an overview of the 
foundations mission and work 
and highlight the wide range 
of resources, educational pro-
grams, and genetic testing op-
portunities available through 
the foundation.  Although this 
is a free event, you must reg-
ister in advance at RiverMills 
Center or by calling 534-3698.

ABC’s of Genealogy
CHICOPEE - The Chi-

copee Council on Aging will 
host the program “ABCs 
of Genealogy” on Monday, 
March 23 at 1:30 p.m. at Chi-
copee Council on Aging’s Riv-
erMills Center, located at 5 W. 
Main Street.

Join David Robinson of 
Old Bones Genealogy, as he 
goes through the ABCs of 
family research, where you 

will learn how to start digging 
deep into your family history. 
You might be surprised as to 
what you find. You must reg-
ister in advance at RiverMills 
Center or by calling 534-3698.

Red Cross Ready 
CHICOPEE - The Coun-

cil on Aging will offer the pro-
gram “Red Cross Ready” on 
Friday, March 27 at 10 a.m. at 
Chicopee Council on Aging’s 
RiverMills Center, located at 
5 W. Main Street.Representa-
tives from the American Red 
Cross of Massachusetts will be 
at RiverMills Center to present 
the Red Cross Ready program. 
This program is a national 
standardized free prepared-
ness education curriculum 
for adults taught by certified 
presenters. This program is 
designed to help people under-
stand, prepare for, and respond 
appropriately to disasters. You 
must register in advance at 
RiverMills Center or by call-
ing 534-3698.
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Unit of dry measure
  5. One who defies 

authority 
  8. Social media giant
 12. Render holy
 14. “Much __ about 

nothing”
 15. Computer 

manufacturer
 16. Creed
 18. Immoral act
 19. Mountain pass
 20. Winged nut
 21. Don’t know when 

yet
 22. Elected officials
 23. Corrupt tendencies
 26. Popular adult 

beverage
 30. Made a mistake
 31. Morally correct
 32. Type of whale
 33. Portable conical tent

 34. Native people of the 
Congo

 39. More (Spanish)
 42. Classroom 

implements
 44. Cognizant of
 46. One who tells
 47. Free from bondage
 49. Thick piece of 

something
 50. Containing two 

adjacent nitrogen 
atoms

 51. Removed from the 
record

 56. Legendary singer 
Turner

 57. Broke up the earth
 58. Hunting expedition
 59. Contributes
 60. Unit of work or energy
 61. Wreckage on the sea 

bed
 62. Affirmative! (slang)

 63. Witness
 64. Scrape (Archaic)

CLUES DOWN
  1. “__ and flows”
  2. Humble request for help
  3. A position of leadership
  4. Continent
  5. Adherent of a particular 

religion
  6. Things that can be eaten
  7. Self-governing 

Netherlands territory
  8. Long-tailed crow
  9. Repeated
 10. Bluish greens
 11. Humanities
 13. Someone who serves in 

the armed forces
 17. Labor (Spanish)
 24. Zero
 25. Shared by involving 

three parties
 26. Queens ballplayer

 27. Consumed
 28. Rest here please
 29. Men’s fashion 

accessory
 35. American time
 36. Sound unit
 37. They __
 38. Soviet Socialist Republic
 40. Places to play video 

games
 41. A sudden attack of 

illness
 42. When you hope to arrive
 43. Charges
 44. Actress Seyfried
 45. A tributary of the Ohio 

River
 47. Omit when speaking
 48. Armored fish
 49. Remain
 52. From a distance
 53. Adventure story
 54. Geological times
 55. Eat dinner

carried the torch of what Por-
tuguese Night used to be un-
der the vision of his dad, and 
Dino(Claudino), and it’s truly 
special knowing they contin-
ue this journey.”

Pivoting to the topic 
of community and how the 
Elk’s continues to evolve was 
Shumsky.

“I think it’s a great 
way to get people out in the 
community and get them 
involved,” Shumsky said. 
“There is a wonderful cama-
raderie among all who show 

up each month, and it’s in-
credible because each night 
offers a small glimpse into 
cuisines and cultures that act 
as the main foundation that 
helps shape and mold the city 
of Chicopee into being the 
melting pot that our commu-
nity exemplifies.” 

Also offering a bit of 
insight into what Irish Night 
will contain was Hughes Tar-
dif, the Exalted Ruler of the 
Chicopee Elks. 

“We’re doing some Irish 
food, so we’re having corned 
beef and cabbage, and we’re 
currently looking at about 

200 people in attendance, 
and we’re going to have raf-
fles, and going to play some 
Irish music. Normally, our 
average is in the range of 130, 
but we’re super excited, so 
it’s going to be a great time,” 
Tardif said. “I also want to 
add that I think the commu-
nity just loves the price. For 
$20, the portions of the food 
are like no other, the atmo-
sphere is always a huge point 
of feedback, and it’s just the 
reception of the people who 
love these specialty dinners. 
Our numbers continue to keep 
growing.” 

PORTUGUESE NIGHT
from page 1

TURLEY PHOTO BY BRENDAN ROONEY

The evening’s raffle table.

to dozens of other local non-
profits.  

Reflecting on the 
achievement was Hoess-
Brooks, who shared that it’s 
extremely “humbling” to be 
recognized by the committee, 
citing his admiration for the 
city. 

“We really love Chi-
copee, and it stems from the 
unwavering support and love 
from all of our friends, fam-
ily, and our community,” 
Hoess-Brooks said. 

He also acknowledged 
the hard work that happened 
behind the scenes to make 
this night a reality. 

“The attention to detail 
that the committee utilized 
and rolled out is just amazing, 
and everything was fantastic, 
and I feel this is a great cel-
ebration of Chicopee overall, 
which gives us another op-
portunity to come together 
and reflect on what makes our 
community so special to be a 
part of,” Hoess-Brooks said. 

Nonprofit of the Year
Next was Lorraine’s 

Soup Kitchen & Pantry as 
“Nonprofit of the Year.” The 
award comes from a point in 
time of collective persever-
ance as the 501c3 faced the 
challenge and obstacle of in-
creased demand after several 
residents faced delays with 
SNAP benefits just a few 
months prior. 

When facing the road-
block, the organization 
stepped in to provide assis-

tance and ensure community 
members were able to put 
food on the table. 

Offering insight into 
what this distinction means 
to the non-profit was Board 
Member John Paquette. 

“I can tell you that the 
reception amongst our board 
was that we are speechless. 
And we feel that stems from 
the support of the community, 
and now being the Non-profit 
of the Year is a reflection of all 
of our volunteers, the board of 
directors,  those who work on 
mobile pantries, help out at 
the kitchen, and just are con-

sistently working, no matter 
the cause, if it’s fundraisers, 
or providing food assistance, 
as we all continue our daily 
conquest of combating food 
insecurity, is just incredible to 
say the least, it’s truly an hon-
or,” Paquette said. 

Ernest LaFlamme Jr. 
“Citizen of the Year Award”

Al Picard is a lifelong 
Chicopee citizen who has 
dedicated and prided himself 
to making life better for the 
people of Chicopee, and his 
sense of humanitarian efforts 
started early on through the 
guidance of his parents, who 

told him, “Leave a place bet-
ter than you found it.”

This set the foundation 
for his long-rooted volunteer-
ism, as his first act of giving 
back was when he was about 
10 years old, and he went 
door to door seeking dona-
tions to help raise awareness 
and funds for a new ambu-
lance for the city. 

Picard shared that the 
moment of significance left 
him “speechless, and full of 
gratitude”. 

“I am deeply and great-
ly honored to be recognized 
by the Chicopee Chamber of 
Commerce, and it’s two-fold 
because one, it shows their ap-
preciation and what they feel 
I have done for the communi-
ty. The second reason is that 
this award is named in honor 
of Ernest LaFlamme Jr., and 
he has been a main staple of 
my life,” Picard said. “When I 
was a kid, he found me sum-

mer jobs to help me pay for 
my college education.” 

Picard shared LaFlamme 
helped guide and nurture 
him on his path to getting in-
volved with nonprofits, which 
is a major point of his legacy. 
In addition to more than 40 
years as an educator, Picard 
has also served on boards 
and volunteered for count-
less non-profit organizations, 
such as the Friends of River 
Mills Senior Cen-
ter, Lorraine’s Soup 
Kitchen & Pantry, 
Inc., Department of 
Veterans Services, 
the Charter Review 
Board and the Mas-
sachusetts Society 
for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Chil-
dren. 

“He (La-
Flamme Jr.) sat 
down with me, and 
gave me lots of ad-

vice, and through that process 
he helped raise thousands and 
thousands of dollars, which at 
that time led to the construc-
tion of what is now the new 
Chicopee Senior Center,” 
Picard said. 

Volunteer of the Year 
Lastly, the final award 

of the night, “Volunteer of 
the Year,” was bestowed 
upon Heather Leclerc, who 
has been a voice behind the 
scenes for years and instru-
mental in helping champion 
the Shining Stars event by 
stepping up to take on the role 
of Chair of the Member Rela-
tions Committee since 2023. 

Leclerc is also a board 
member of Lorraine’s, one 
of the founders and current 
executive VP of Riley Home 
Realty, and a team member 
of the Home Builders and 
Remodelers Association of 
Western Mass, where she 
has assisted in helping grow 
membership, plan events, and 
manages all forms of commu-
nication. Leclerc told us she 
is very honored to receive this 
award. 

“It’s truly special to take 
in this moment, especially 
knowing this is happening 
in the city I grew up in,” Le-
clerc said. “It means a lot. I 
have always put a ton of time 
into my family and kids, and 
everyone, and just humbled, 
through it all.” 

SHINING STARS
from page 1

Heather Leclerc
Volunteer of 
the Year
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Chicopee High Jazz Band performed at the event.

 PHOTO BY BRENDAN ROONEY 

Photo booth and Parisian-inspired landmarks.

COURTESY OF MICHAEL EPAUL PHOTOGRAPHY

Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen & Pantry - Nonprofit of the Year.

Al Picard - Ernest 
LaFlamme Jr. 
“Citizen of the Year 
Award.”
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Colts pick up win in state tournament opener
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

CHICOPEE– The four 
seniors listed on the Chicopee 
Comp boys’ varsity basket-
ball roster should take junior’s 
Xavier and Elijah Kleps, who 
are twins, out to eat at a local 
restaurant.  

The Kleps combined to 
score 38 points, which helped 
the eighth seeded Colts cele-
brate an exciting 59-55 double 
overtime victory over the 25th 
seeded Melrose Red Hawks in 
a Division 2 round of 32 state 
tournament game played at 
Herbert H. Curry Gymnasi-
um, last Thursday night.

“This is the first time that 
we’ve advanced past the first 
round of the state tournament 
in the past three years,” said 
Chicopee Comp head coach 
Gavin Miller. “The twins do 
a lot of different things for us 
both offensively and defen-
sively. They made some big 
shots in overtime and kept the 
seniors high school basketball 
careers going a little bit lon-
ger.”

Comp (18-4) was sched-
uled to host ninth-seed New-
buryport High School in a 
round of 16 contest on Tues-
day night. The winner of 
that game will advance into 
the elite eight against either 
16th-seeded Foxborough or 
top-seeded St. Mary’s of 
Lynn.

It was also the first time 

that the Colts hosted a state 
tournament game since the 
MIAA changed the postsea-
son format prior to the 2021-
22 regular season. During the 
previous three years, they’ve 
lost road games in the round 
of 32 to Burlington, Scituate, 
and Leominster.

The Comp seniors are 
Modesto Galindrez, Colby 
Paul, Francis Jordan, and Bro-
dy Fay, who scored his 1,000th 
career point at the end of the 

regular season.
“We’re a close knit team 

this year,” said Xavier Kleps, 
who’s the Colts sixth man. 
“The seniors are special to me 
and I’m very glad that they get 
to play another game.”

Xavier Kleps scored 12 
of his 14 points after halftime, 
while Elijah Kleps, who’s the 
Colts only non-senior starter, 
finished the contest with a 
game-high 24 points. 

“We hadn’t been able to 

win a state tournament game 
since I’ve been a member of 
the team. We just found a way 
to get it done in overtime,” 
Elijah Kleps said. “We made 
some key stops on defense, 
which helped us a lot. We just 
want to keep this run going a 
little bit longer, especially for 
the seniors. It won’t be the 
same without those guys next 
year.”

It was the third time this 
season that Elijah scored 20 

or more points in a game. He 
scored a season-high 28 points 
in a 73-64 road win against 
Holyoke on January 28. Three 
days later, he scored 24 points 
in another win at Minnechaug 
Regional.

Elijah Kleps made seven 
of the Colts 15 field goals in 
the round of 32 contest. He 
also knocked down a pair of 
3-pointers in the first half.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Xavier Kleps runs into a defender.

Colby Paul takes a very long 
jump shot

Elijah Kleps goes for the 
three-pointer.

Brody Fay fights to get a shot off.

HOLYOKE – Wom-
en’s basketball played their 
last regular season game 
on Friday evening, Feb. 20, 
hosting regional opponent 
Bunker Hill CC. The Lady 
Cougars defeated their op-
position 67-56 to earn their 
seventh straight win. Holy-
oke’s two second-year play-
ers, Emily McGrail  (Ware, 
MA / Ware HS)  and Erin 
Bullough  (South Hadley, 
MA / South Hadley HS), 
were honored with a soph-
omore night that included 
a pregame ceremony recog-

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

Erin Bullough, of South Hadley, tries to overcome pressure.
Tatiyana Zuniga passes in 
transition.

Johanys Andrades goes for the layup.

CHICOPEE – On 
Monday evening, the 
playoffs in the girls Sub-
urban Basketball League 
got underway. In the sev-
enth and eighth division, 
Chicopee and Holyoke 
met in a semifinal match-
up. Chicopee would pick 
up the win and advanced 
to the finals, which are 
schedule to take place 
this Sunday.

Chicopee defeats Holyoke 
in 7/8 semifinal

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.
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Kiah Ashmore sends a shot 
away.

Ruby Garcia drives toward the 
hoop.

Winnie Pueschel looks to 
make a move toward the 
hoop.

Thunderbirds score much-needed win over Checkers
SPRINGFIELD – The 

Springfield Thunderbirds 
(21-25-5-2) overpowered the 
Charlotte Checkers (30-18-
4-0) on Saturday night be-
fore a sellout crowd of 6,793 
inside the MassMutual Cen-
ter on Military Appreciation 
Night, coming away with a 
5-1 victory. 

Zach Dean provided 
instant offense on Friday 
night, and the third-year pro 
experienced deja vu on this 
night, jabbing home a 2-on-1 
pass from Hugh McGing just 

2:20 into the action to give 
Springfield a 1-0 lead. 

Unlike a night earlier, 
Steve Ott’s team was able to 
build upon its early lead with 
two successful penalty kills, 
followed by a power-play 
redirection by Matthew Peca 
at 18:57 of the first, as the 
captain tipped a Calle Ros-
en shot through Kirill Gera-
simyuk. 

The T-Birds’ offense 
proved to be far from fin-
ished, as Alek Kaskimaki 
took a breakaway pass from 

Otto Stenberg at 4:30 of the 
second and stayed with his 
initial shot to cash in on a re-
bound past Gerasimyuk, ex-
tending the lead to 3-0. 

Charlotte finally got on 
the board just 52 seconds 
later when Noah Gregor 
crashed the net to chip a Bri-
an Pinho pass over the shoul-
der of Will Cranley, but it 
proved to be just a small blip 
on the T-Birds’ radar in what 
would evolve into a firestorm 
of offense for the home team. 

Only 1:03 of game time 

passed before Springfield 
had restored its three-goal 
advantage, as Jakub Stancl 
circled the offensive zone to 
the right circle before firing 
the puck back toward the 
goal mouth. Dylan Peterson 
parked himself right out-
side the crease and allowed 
the puck to ricochet off his 
skate and past Gerasimyuk to 
make it a 4-1 game, chasing 
Gerasimyuk from the game 
in the process. 

Charlotte backup Louis 

More players wanted for 
Pioneer Valley Baseball

SOUTH HADLEY – 
The Pioneer Valley Baseball 
League, an adult baseball 
league for players who are 
age 18 and over, is now fully 
open for registration for the 
2026 season.

The adult league will be 
administered by the Quabbin 
Valley Baseball League, and 
a registration link is on the 
home page of the league’s 
website www.quabbinvalley-
baseball.org. Thought it will 

be under the Quabbin um-
brella, there will be no major 
changes in how the league is 
operated.

This year, the PVBL will 
have a 22-game regular sea-
son schedule followed by a 
double-elimination playoffs. 
The league, which had five 
teams last year and had to uti-
lize multiple byes throughout 
the season, will be fielding a 

Aubrey Klett takes a free 
throw.

Sarina Garcia one-hands a 
shot.

See T-BIRDS page 8See PVB page 8

See COLTS page 8

HCC Women celebrate final home game

See HCC WOMEN
page 8
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Domingue did not fare much 
better, as McGing revved up 
the ice on a breakaway 55 
seconds later. McGing was 
tripped and may have earned 
a penalty shot, but as he was 
falling, the puck continued 

on a straight line path un-
der Domingue’s legs, giving 
McGing credit for the third 
T-Birds goal in a 2:50 blitz, 
extending the lead to 5-1.

There would be no more 
goals in the final half of the 
game, but the fireworks were 
far from done, and with just 

eight seconds remaining and 
tempers flaring, Cranley and 
Domingue met at center and 
dropped the mitts for a goal-
ie fight, the first in T-Birds 
history, which left the sellout 
crowd in an uproar to close 
out the victory.

T-BIRDS from page 7

sixth team this season.
There are several spots 

open for that sixth team, so 
players interested in joining 
the league should get signed 
up as soon as possible to 
claim a spot.

The league is a wood-
bat only league utilizing 
playing under regular base-
ball rules though all players 
do bat. The league oper-
ates on a Saturday-Tuesday 
schedule. Games are played 
on Saturday mornings with 
10 a.m. starts typical and 
on Tuesday evenings with 

start times in the 5:30 to 6 
p.m. range. The league will 
start play in late April and 
run through the end of Au-
gust. There are slots open for 
both full-time players and 
part-time players. The fee 
for full-time players will be 
$260 with part-time players 
getting up to 11 games for 
$130. Fees paid go toward 
the operation of the league, 
paying for insurance, um-
pires, fields, and baseballs. 
No one profits in any way.

In addition to the new 
sixth team, there are limited 
open roster spots on the oth-
er teams in the league, so get 

your registration in as soon 
as possible to participate in 
this season.

Games are played at 
ballfields throughout the 
region from as far south as 
Southwick’s Whalley Field, 
through South Hadley’s 
Beachgrounds and up north 
at Frontier Regional High 
School in South Deerfield.

For any questions, 
please go to the league web-
site for more information. 
The league hopes interested 
players will come out and 
join the fun this spring and 
summer.

PVB from page 7

Another Comp junior is 
Jacoby Haney, who scored 
eight of his 11 points during 
the second quarter.

Galindrez chipped in 
with six points and Fay 
scored four points in the 
opening half.

Melrose (12-9) was led 
offensively by junior Ian 
McGrath with 22 points. He 
made a total of six 3-point-
ers. Senior Jack Casey added 
10 points.

The visitors held the 
lead throughout the first 
quarter. 

A made free throw from 
Elijah Kleps did tie the score 
at 11-11 with 33.7 seconds 
left in the opening quarter.

The Colts’ first lead of 
the game was at 21-20 fol-
lowing a Haney lay-up in the 
middle of the second stanza.

Comp put together a 7-1 
run during the final two min-
utes of the half giving them 
a 31-26 halftime advantage.

In the final seconds of 
the third quarter, the Colts 
held a 43-33 lead following 
an inside hoop from Elijah 
Kleps.

With 6:20 remaining 
in regulation, Xavier Kleps 
drained a 3-pointer giv-
ing the Colts a 48-35 lead. 
During the final six minutes 
of the fourth quarter, Red 
Hawks came storming back 

with a 14-1 run.
McGrath scored 11 of 

those points with the help of 
three 3-pointers.

A lay-up by senior Con-
nor Smith (7 points) tied the 
score at 49-49.

Comp had several 
chances to retake the lead, 
but they missed a shot and 
had a turnover during the 
final minute, which sent the 
game into overtime.

After Melrose took a 
52-49 lead at the start of the 
first OT, Xavier Kleps buried 
a 3-pointer from the left cor-
ner tying the score again with 
2:25 left.

Then Galindrez hit a 
jumper in the lane giving his 
team a two-point lead.

Melrose tied the score 

once again following an in-
side hoop from senior Leo 
Kleinbub (6 points) with 46 
seconds remaining in the first 
overtime.

Neither team was able to 
retake the lead, which kept 
the game going for another 
four minutes.

The Red Hawks took 
a 55-54 lead following a 
Kleinbub free throw with 
2:10 left in the second OT 
before the Kleps took over 
the spotlight.

Comp took a 56-55 
lead with 1:15 left on the 
scoreboard clock when Eli-
jah Kleps hit a jumper. His 
brother made a pair of free 
throws before another foul 
shot by Elijah sealed the deal 
with 3.4 seconds left.

COLTS  from page 7

nizing the athletes and their 
accomplishments. Posters, 
photos and decorations were 
hung on the walls and in the 
stands around Golas Court.

McGrail led the Cougars 
in blocks during Friday’s 
game and was second in re-
bounds, tallying six of each. 
She leads Holyoke in blocks 
this season with 59 and 
blocks per game, averaging 
3.5. McGrail is sixth in NJ-
CAA Division III in blocks 
and third in blocks per game. 
Bullough sunk the Lady Cou-
gars first basket of the game 
on Friday. She leads Holy-
oke in three-point shooting 
percentage this season and 
is second in three-pointers 
made. Bullough has made 
41.3% of the three-point 
shots she has attempted this 
year, ranking her fourth in 

NJCAA Division III. She 
has drained 31 total shots 
from long range on the year. 
Annastacia Dixon  (Keene, 
NH / Keene HS) had an out-
standing game in the regular 
season finale, leading Holy-
oke in points with 24 and re-
bounds with eight.

Women’s basketball 
closes out the regular season 
with a 10-3 regional record 
and a 14-7 overall record. 
They are the second-place 
team in the New England 
(Region XXI) standings and 
will be the #2 seed entering 
the regional tournament. 
This will be HCC women’s 
basketball’s first postseason 
appearance in over 15 years. 
The Lady Cougars will get a 
bye to the tournament semifi-
nals and will host the winner 
of one of the two quarterfi-
nals. 

HCC WOMEN  
from page 7

Send resume 

& cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Email: jamie@turley.com

Turley Publications is a 
locally owned family business, offers a 
competitive commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

➤ Do you want to work in your 
community helping local businesses 
connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting 
local journalism, which tells the 
unique stories of our communities? 

➤ You must be a self-starter with 
excellent communication and 
organizational skills. Basic computer 
skills are required. Previous print 
sales experience is preferred 
but we will train the right candidate. 

Now Hiring!
Advertising Sales       Representative

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications is looking for an outgoing, 
energetic person interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers an supplesments. The right candidate will assume 
an established territory with a portfolio of customers.

Annastacia Dixon gets the 
short jumper away.

Jacoby Haney flies for the shot.

Events &announcements scheduleannouncements schedule
Powerback Rehab To-You  

CHICOPEE - The Coun-
cil on Aging will host Pow-
erback Rehab for Physical 
Therapy appointment every 
Monday starting Jan. 5 at 10 
a.m. at RiverMills Center, lo-
cated at 5 W. Main Street.

Powerback Rehab To-
You is a mobile therapy pro-
gram that brings care direct-
ly to you! Powerback Rehab 
will be at RiverMills Center 
for appointments to help your 
recovery whether dealing 
with a recent injury chronic 
pain or seeking performance 
enhancement. These appoint-
ments are free. This program 
is open to members 55 and 
older. There are limited ap-
pointments, so you must reg-
ister in advance at RiverMills 
or by calling 534-3698.

First Central Bible Church 
Announces Programs for 

Children and Youth
CHICOPEE - First Cen-

tral Bible Church, located at 
50 Broadway Street in Chi-
copee, is now offering five 
age-suitable programs from 
infants through grade 12 that 
are designed to help children 
and youth come to know the 
Bible, grow closer to God, 
and build a Christian commu-
nity.

Sunday Morning
Before Sunday service, 

from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m., the 

church’s Sunday School part-
ners with parents and care-
givers in nurturing children’s 
faith through engaging les-
sons and activities. Classes 
are held for ages two through 
grade 9. Nursery care is pro-
vided for children through 
age two. For adults, a variety 
of studies are available during 
this time.

During the service, from 
10:15 to11:30 a.m., First 
Central offers Junior Church 
for age five through fifth 
grade. While adults attend 
the service, children experi-
ence Bible teaching at their 
level through lessons, songs, 
games, and projects. The 
nursery is available for chil-
dren through age four.

Wednesday Evening
Wednesday evenings 

from 6:30 to 8 p.m. children 
ages two through fifth grade 
are invited to participate in 
Awana, which combines 
Scripture memorization, Bi-
ble teaching, fun activities, 
and mentorship to help chil-
dren know, love, and serve Je-
sus Christ. Please register on 
the church website at www.
firstcentral.church.

Wednesdays from 6:30 
to 8 p.m., young people in 
grades six through twelve 
can join the church’s Youth 
Group, which combines large- 
and small-group discussions. 
Sample topics include how 

the world’s values differ from 
God’s and the nature of sin. 
Participants explore their 
viewpoints while learning to 
apply Christian principles to 
their lives. No registration is 
required.

First Central Bible 
Church, located at 50 Broad-
way Street, Chicopee, exists 
to glorify God by making 
and maturing disciples of Je-
sus. Sunday service is held 
at 10:30 a.m. All are invited 
to join us in worship, prayer, 
learning from the Word, glo-
rifying God, and feeling the 
warmth of fellowship. For 
more information, please visit 
www.firstcentral.church.
First Central Bible Church of 
Chicopee launches Awana 

Program
CHICOPEE – First 

Central Bible Church today 
announced the kickoff of 
Awana, a global, Bible-based 
discipleship program that 
helps churches and families 
raise children and youth to 
know, love, and serve Jesus 
Christ. 

The program is open to 
the community and will be 
held at the church located at 
50 Broadway Street, Chicop-
ee.

Weekly sessions run on 
Wednesdays from September 
10, 2025 to May 20, 2026 
from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm 
and are for children ages two 

through fifth grade. Registra-
tion is required on the church 
website at www.firstcentral.
church. There is no charge.

All families looking for a 
positive activity for their kids 
are welcome.

Awana combines Scrip-
ture memorization, Bible 
teaching, fun activities, and 
mentorship to help young 
people build a lasting foun-
dation of faith. The program 
provides a safe, structured 
environment where kids can 
make new friends, build con-
fidence, grow spiritually, and 
explore how God’s Word ap-
plies to their everyday lives.

If you have questions, 
please call the church office 
at 413-592-5353.

Volunteer Drivers Needed
CHICOPEE - River-

Mills Center is looking for 
volunteer drivers at the se-
nior center. Volunteer drivers 
transport older adults to doc-
tor’s appointments, the bank, 
shopping to the senior center 
and back to their homes. 

Those interested in be-
coming a volunteer driver 
must have a good driving re-
cord and fill out a volunteer 
application, which includes 
a CORI check. Anyone inter-
ested in volunteering should 
contact Rivermills Volunteer 
and Activities Coordinator 
Brandon Dumas at 534-3698, 
ext. 130.

Polish Junior League of Mas-
sachusetts launches Annual 

Scholarship Offering
REGION – The Polish 

Junior League of Massachu-
setts has announced its an-
nual scholarship program for 
students of Polish heritage.

The League will be 
awarding scholarships to un-
dergraduate students, and one 
scholarship will be granted 
to a graduate or returning 
student. In addition to the 
Undergraduate Scholarship 
program, there are two me-
morial scholarships, the Hel-
en Weber Scholarship and the 
Josephine Karwoski Memori-
al Scholarship, each offering 
a focus on specific areas of 
study.

The scholarships and ser-
vices provided by the Polish 
Junior League would not be 
possible without funds raised 
through the League’s Annu-
al Fashion Show and public 
donations. By contributing, 
individuals, businesses and 
corporations are helping to 
expand the level of awards 
and positively affect students.

Sheryl Mardeusz, pres-
ident of the Polish Junior 
League says, “we are proud 
to continue helping graduate 
and undergraduate students 
throughout New England and 
are extremely pleased to be 
able to help even more indi-

viduals pursue their educa-
tional goals.”

To be eligible, applicants, 
in addition to being part of 
the Polish community, must 
have a permanent address in 
the Western Massachusetts 
counties of Berkshire, Frank-
lin, Hampden or Hampshire. 
Applications can be received 
after January 2, 2026 with 
an application deadline of 
May 1, 2026 and scholarship 
criteria can be found on the 
League’s website polishju-
niorleaguema.org. 

For 87 years, the Polish 
Junior League of Massachu-
setts, a nonprofit organization 
of women developed as civic 
leaders, has made a demon-
strable impact on their com-
munity. True to its mission, 
the League has worked dili-
gently to help students obtain 
the best education, so they 
may contribute to enhance the 
social, cultural and political 
fabric of civil society.

*Scholarship Program 
Key Information

Applications can be sub-
mitted between January 2, 
2026 and May 1, 2026

Permanent address in 
Western MA counties of 
Berkshire, Franklin, Hamp-
den or Hampshire

Enrolled in sophomore 
year (36 credits minimum)

fruit and vegetable boxes, the 
kind that mushrooms, straw-
berries and lettuce mixes 
come in.  They work great as 
long as you make a few drain-
age holes in the bottom. 

Pint sized ice cream con-
tainers are perfect for a sec-
ond transplanting of tomato 
or pepper plants. Seeds of 
squash or annual flowers can 
be sown in single serving ice 
cream cups.  As a kid I always 
saved our Popsicle sticks for 
labeling seedlings or garden 
rows.  

When I run out of labels, 
all it takes is a trip to the re-
cycle bin to make some more.  

Last year I cut them out 
of quart-sized yogurt con-
tainers; they were the perfect 
length.

Practice good garden hy-
giene

Disinfect any containers, 
labels, stakes etc. that you 
wish to reuse this gardening 
season by washing them in 
hot soapy water then a quick 
rinse of one part bleach to 
nine parts water. This mixture 
will kill any pathogens left 

behind from previous garden-
ing endeavors.  

Out with the old, and in 
with the new – all in due time!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
ject line.  

GARDEN  from page 4
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Holyoke Community College 
Summer Youth Programs 
for Ages 8-16

July 27-31, Minecraft Designers (ages 8-10, 11-14)
August 3-7, Python Programmers (ages 8-10, 11-14)
July 20-24, Make Your First Video Game (ages 8-10, 11-14)
July 13-17, ROBLOX Coders (ages 8-10, 11-14)
July 6-10 and 13-17, Fun Bites with Chef Swanigan (ages 9-16)
July 20-24 and 27-31, Around the world with 
Chef Swanigan (ages 9-16)
July 6-10 and 13-17, Cooking without Borders with 
Chez Vargas-Gonzalez (ages 9-16)
July 20-24 and 27-31, Passport to Flavors with 
Chef Vargas-Gonzalez (ages 9-16)

Check out our adult enrichment 
courses, too! hcc.edu/bcs

Save your spot and register 
today for summer fun!

Belchertown Kidz Club
TODDLER • PRESCHOOL • SCHOOL AGE

Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 15 mo. - 12 yrs.
Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30* p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY

Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

Caring For Kids 
For 30+ Years!

4 Stadler Street • (413) 323-54394 Stadler Street • (413) 323-5439
belchertownbelchertownkidzclubkidzclub@gmail.com@gmail.com

Follow Us
EEC LICENSED PROGRAM #177446

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM/K-6TH GRADE
Ages 5 - 12 yrs. • JUNE 22ND-AUGUST 21ST

9 Weeks • Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer! 
Swimming • Field Trips • Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool 

Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade • Full & Part-Time • Homework Support 

School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off • Indoor & Outdoor Activities

PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time • Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options

Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum

TODDLER/YOUNG PRE-K Year round program for Ages 15 mos.-3 yrs. 
Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30

Come Grow, Learn, and Play!

Join Our Toddler 
Room Waitlist

NOW ENROLLING FOR SPRING/SUMMER/FALL PROGRAMS

Summer camp sea-
son will soon be here, and 
throngs of children will 
board buses each morning or 
pack their parents’ cars full 
of essentials to survive a few 
weeks away from home.

Looking back, many 
adults who experienced sum-
mer camp have fond mem-
ories of their adventures 
— whether they all went ac-
cording to plan or there were 
some hiccups along the way. 
Parents want their children 
to make their own summer 
camp memories. Even if the 
canoe capsizes or the cabin 
leaks during a summer thun-
derstorm, such experienc-
es can build character and 
strengthen friendships. 

According to RegPack, 
an online registration soft-
ware company, more than six 
million American children 
participate in some form 
of camp each year, includ-
ing sleep-away camp or day 
camp. The American Camp 
Association says that number 
is closer to 14 million, with 
the most popular camp ses-
sion length around one week 
or less. Families getting pre-
pared for camp can follow 
these guidelines to ensure the 
experience is one kids won’t 
soon forget.

Search for an 
accredited camp

Accredited camps must 
meet more than 300 stan-
dards related to program 
quality, safety and health, 
according to the ACA. An 
accredited camp will likely 
give parents the most peace 
of mind.

Consider 
children’s readiness

There’s no magic age 
when a child may be ready to 
go to camp, but generally kids 
who are ages seven or eight 
may be fine to start a resident 
sleep-away camp. Day camp 
kids can begin as early as age 
three, the same age kids often 
begin preschool programs. 
Gauge whether the child has 
spent time away from home at 
friends’ or family members’ 
homes to decide if a resident 
camp will be the right fit or if 
a day camp is a better fit.

Connect with 
fellow campers

If possible, attend a 
meet-and-greet prior to the 
start of the season. Neigh-
borhood day camps tend to 
draw kids from local com-
munities, so there’s already a 
chance kids will know a few 
fellow campers. 

Get to know 
camp counselors early on

Campers can introduce 
themselves to camp coun-
selors and other program di-
rectors and are urged to ask 
questions about specific pro-
grams. Counselors can direct 
campers toward activities 
they may enjoy.

Make the most 
of all situations

Much of summer camp 
will likely be smooth-sailing, 
but it’s reasonable to expect 
some bumps along the way. 
Campers shouldn’t expect 
perfection, but use the situ-
ations that may go awry as 
learning experiences on how 
to handle adversity — trying 
to find the fun in them any-
way. Even a medical situation 
can be overcome, particularly 
because camps staff qualified 
medical personnel to ensure 
campers are safe and well.

Make the most of the summer camp

Girl Scout Camp 
For All Girls!
DAY & 
OVERNIGHT
www.gscwm.org

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291
53 Ware Road, Belchertown

Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

Greene Acres Equestrian Center L.L.C.

2026 Summer Riding Sessions
June 29 - July 3 • July 20 - July 24
August 10 - August 14 • August 24-28

 9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

Check Out These Great Camps!Check Out These Great Camps!

Scholarship and Fellowship Awards 
application deadline is March 15

REGION - The Horace 
Smith Fund will be awarding 
$317,000 in scholarships and 
fellowships to residents of 
Hampden County, who have 
also graduated from an eli-
gible high school or private 
school. This year 21 schol-
arships, four fellowships 
and one William R. Rooney 
Award for students with spe-
cial needs will be presented 
to recipients at the June 18 
Awards Night ceremony at 
Storrowton Carriage House 
in West Springfield.

Scholarships are offered 
not only to graduating high 
school seniors but also to 
students already in college 

or those wishing to return 
to college.  Scholarships of 
$12,000 are distributed as 
$3,000 annually and renew-
able each year until gradua-
tion.  Fellowship awards of 
$15,000 are distributed as 
$7,500 annually and renew-
able for one additional year 
to students pursuing a full-
time graduate degree. Stu-
dents must maintain at least 
a B average to renew.  

Recipients are selected 
on a variety of criteria, in-
cluding academic records, 
merit, and financial need.  
Of great importance is a per-
sonal written account of why 
the student feels deserving 

of financial assistance.  Ap-
plicants must submit their 
transcripts and, if applicable, 
college entrance exam scores 
or graduate degree specific 
tests, and three letters of rec-
ommendation.  

Completed applications 
must be received either elec-
tronically or be mailed to 
The Horace Smith Fund at 
16 Union Avenue, Suite 2K, 
Westfield, MA 01085 no 
later than March 15, 2026.  
Applications are available at 
local high school guidance 
offices, college financial aid 
offices, and on-line at www.
HoraceSmithFund.org or by 
phoning (413) 739-4222.   

Purse bingo to support Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen
CHICOPEE – A Design-

er Purse Bingo event to ben-
efit Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen 
& Pantry will be taking place 
on April 17 at the Knights of 
Columbus Council 69 on 460 
Granby Rd.

Doors open at 5 p.m. and 

the games start at 6:30 p.m. 
10 games = 20 chances to 
win. 

Tickets include entry for 
10 games, dauber, door prize 
ticket and light refreshments.
Cash bar, outside food wel-
come.

Raffles and door prizes.
Bring non-perishable 

food items to be entered into 
a special raffle. $35 pre-sale 
only. For tickets, contact 
Donna at 413-557-9280, Kim 
at 413-474-2991 or the kitch-
en at 413-592-9528.

City of Chicopee Data Collection Program begins
CHICOPEE - The Chi-

copee Board of Assessors is 
notifying businesses that data 
collectors from the assessors’ 
office will be visiting all busi-
nesses starting January 27, 
2026 to collect personal prop-
erty information. Each data 
collector will carry an official 
photo identification card is-

sued by Real Estate Research 
Consultants, Inc. and a letter 
from the Chicopee Board of 
Assessors.

The Department of Rev-
enue requires the Assessors 
to visit businesses every five 
years to re-list the taxable 
personal property that is used 
by the business.  The data col-

lectors will also confirm the 
legal owner, business name 
and mailing address for each 
location.

Data collectors will have 
identification and any ques-
tions can be directed to the 
Assessors’ office at 594-1430.
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HEATING &        
AIR COND.

NO HEAT? Taking no heat calls – Oil and 
Gas, AC service also. 413-222-2904 
Bobby.

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit 
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now 
$1,200. 413-218-2321

The Town of Oakham is seeking an experi-
enced certified municipal TOWN CLERK. 
10 hours a week. $31.82 -$40.30 depend-
ing on experience. 

Email admin@oakham-ma.gov
for a full job description and 

town employment application.

The Town of Oakham is seeking an expe-
rienced working HIGHWAY SUPERIN-
TENDENT. The Highway Superintendent 
serves as the working department head re-
sponsible for the planning, administration, 
and day-to-day operations of the Town’s 
Highway department. Pay rate is $31.82 – 
$40.30/hr depending on experience. 

Email admin@oakham-ma.gov
for a full job description and 

town employment application.

WANTED SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

TAX SERVICES

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

REAL ESTATE
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PUBLIC NOTICES
SALE OF 

MOTOR VEHICLES
UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on March 20th, 
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles. 

2013 Chevrolet Impala 
VIN: 2G1WG5E38D1193345
Trevor Smith
541 Front St., Apt. 3R
Chicopee, MA 01013

2006 Jeep Liberty
VIN: 1J4GL48K16W187798
Konan Martes
431 Appleton St., Apt. 2R
Holyoke, MA 01040

2012 Honda Crosstour
VIN: 5J6TF2H51CL004174
Shamara Price
1197 Page Blvd.
Springfield, MA 01104

2003 Ford Explorer
VIN: 1FMYU60E03UB79994
Raul Alejandro Fuentes
7811 Basswood Ave.
El Paso, TX 79925	

2006 Toyota Camry 
VIN: 4T1BE32K36U726460
Eric Phakos
44 Mount Carmel Ave.
Chicopee, MA 01020

2003 Cadillac Deville 
VIN: 1G6KD57Y73U144747
Robert Kapecki
17 Goodwin St.
Indian Orchard, MA 01151	

2011 Nissan Altima 
VIN: 1N4AL2AP0BN402227
Lorin Heath
25 Genesee St., 2nd Floor
Springfield, MA 01104
03/06, 03/13, 03/20/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. 

HD26P0370PM
In the matter of:

Marie Stathis
Of: Chicopee, MA
RESPONDENT

(Person to be Protected/
Minor) 

CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 

FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
CONSERVATOR OR OTHER 

PROTECTIVE ORDER 
PURSUANT TO 

G.L. c. 190B, §5-304 & §5-405
To the named Respondent 

and all other interested per-
sons, a petition has been filed 
by Chicopee Rehabilitation and 
Nursing of Chicopee, MA in the 

above captioned matter alleging 
that Marie Stathis is in need 
of a Conservator or other pro-
tective order and requesting that 
Sara Spooner of Auburn, MA 
(or some other suitable person) 
be appointed as Conservator to 
serve With Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent is 
disabled, that a protective order 
or appointment of a Conservator 
is necessary, and that the pro-
posed conservator is appropriate. 
The petition is on file with this 
court.

You have the right to object 
to this proceeding. If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 
10:00 a.m. on the return date of 
03/25/2026. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you fail 
to file the written appearance by 
the return date, action may be 
taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition 
to filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the spe-
cific facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this pro-

ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.

Witness, Hon.  Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 25, 2026

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

03/06/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD26P0349EA
Estate of: 

Margaret Ann Deitz
Also Known As: 

Margaret Ann McClure
Date of Death: 

January 8, 2026
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Pe-
tition of Petitioner Steven Lee 
McClure of Chicopee, MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate. 

Steven Lee McClure of Chi-

copee, MA has been informally 
appointed as the Personal Rep-
resentative of the estate to serve 
without surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
03/06/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. 

HD26P0388GD
In the matter of: 

Marie Stathis 
Of: Chicopee, MA
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated Person 
CITATION GIVING NOTICE 

OF PETITION FOR 
APPOINTMENT OF 

GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304

To the named Respondent and 
all other interested persons, a 
petition has been filed by Chi-
copee Rehab & Nursing Ctr of 
Chicopee, MA in the above cap-
tioned matter alleging that Marie 
Stathis is in need of a Guardian 
and requesting that Sara Spoon-
er of Auburn, MA (or some oth-
er suitable person) be appointed 
as Guardian to serve Without 
Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent is 
incapacitated, that the appoint-
ment of a Guardian is necessary, 
and that the proposed Guardian 
is appropriate. The petition is on 
file with this court and may con-
tain a request for certain specific 
authority.

You have the right to object 
to this proceeding. If you wish to 
do so, you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 A.M. 
on the return date of 03/25/2026. 
This day is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline date by which you 
have to file the written appear-

ance if you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the written ap-
pearance by the return date, ac-
tion may be taken in this matter 
without further notice to you. In 
addition to filing the written ap-
pearance, you or your attorney 
must file a written affidavit stat-
ing the specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 days 
after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceed-

ing may limit or completely 
take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 25, 2026

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

03/06/2026

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on March 13th, 
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles. 

2007 Hyundai Tucson 
VIN: KM8JM12B57U638384
Migdalis Miranda Colon
62 Lionel Benoit Rd., Apt. A
Springfield, MA 01109

2006 Nissan Altima 
VIN: 1N4AL11D96N380301
Walter King
26 Hunt St.
Springfield, MA 01108

2006 Honda Civic
VIN: 2HGFA15559H338327
Curtis Berry
10 Bess Rd.
Enfield, Ct 06082

2013 Hyundai Santa Fe 
VIN: 5XYZU3LA5DG051625
Pedro Disla
99 Massachusetts Ave.
Springfield, MA 01109	

2014 Nissan Maxima 
VIN: 1N4AA5AP7EC910721
Julie Vazquez
150 Eddy St. 
Springifeld, MA 01104

2007 Ford Edge 
VIN: 2FMDK46C77BB61373
Abelardo Claudio Mendez
011037 Stilton Dr
Chester, VA 23831	

2005 Audi A4 

VIN: WAUDF68E25A429903
Samuel Rosario
53 8th St.
Newington, CT 06111	

2018 Freightliner Cascadia 126
VIN: 3AKJHHDR4JSKB9685
Nurmukhammad Khaydarov
3471 Village Dr., Apt. L
Frankilin, OH 45005	

2005 Honda CRV 
VIN: SHSRD78525U331720
Saira Murayes Navichoque
95 Park St., Apt. 1
Lawrence, MA 01841	

2003 Honda Odyssey
VIN: 5FNRL18653B060830
Peddle
3800 N Lamar Blvd., Suite 230
Austin, TX 78756
02/27, 03/06, 03/13/2026

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

UNDER G.L. c.255 Sec. 39A
Notice is hereby given by In-

terstate Towing, Inc.   pursuant 
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
section 39A, that on March 6th, 
2026 at Interstate Towing, Inc the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of 
said vehicles. 

2014 Kia Optima 
VIN: 5XXGM4A78EG310568
Guilherme De Campos Gravena 
LLC
119 Margaret Turner Rd.
Charlotte, NC 28216	

2009 Honda Odyssey 
VIN: 5FNRL38699B412974
Erwin L Vallejoparra
76 Norton St.
Patchogue, NY 11772	

2001 Honda Civic
vin: 2hges26781h538573
Zuleika Cartagena Ocasio
59 Mosher St., Apt. 3r
Holyoke, MA 01040	

2012 Honda Civic 
VIN: 2HGFB2F53CH566898
Luis Reyna De La Cruz
26 Cambridge St., Apt. 26
Springfield, MA 01109	

2016 International 4000
VIN: 1HTMMMML1GH001318
Gigi’s Towing
657 Broadway
Revere, MA 02151	  
02/20, 02/27, 03/06/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD26P0409EA
Estate of: 

John David McClure
Also Known As: 
John D. McClure

Date of Death: 
January 3, 2026

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Pe-
tition of Petitioner Steven Lee 
McClure of Chicopee, MA. 

Steven Lee McClure of Chi-
copee, MA has been informally 
appointed as the Personal Rep-
resentative of the estate to serve 
without surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
03/06/2026

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

GREG SCIBELLI
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to: 

gscibelli@turley.com

Send writing 
samples with 

resume to:

www.turley.com

EXPERIENCED 
WRITERS & 

JOURNALISTS
• Produce 
 news and/or 
 feature stories 
 of local interest 
 for various towns 
 and cities.
• Must be dependable, 

professional 
 and able to meet 
 strict deadlines.
• Salary based on 
	 a	flat	rate	by	story	and	photo.

HELP WANTED

IN THE CITY
Holyoke Community College is accepting 2026-27 scholarship applications 

CHICOPEE - The Chi-
copee Historical Society will 
present a talk on the legendary 
Maude Tait, born in Chicopee, 
an aviatrix whose home base 
was the Springfield Airport 
during the Roaring Twenties 
and early 1930s.

Sue Bousquet, docent at 
the Lyman and Merrie Wood 
Museum of Springfield Histo-
ry, will present a talk on this 
remarkable woman for Wom-
en’s History Month. The event 
is free and open to the public, 
6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
March 18 in the Bazan Com-
munity Room of the Chicop-
ee Public Library, 449 Front 
Street, Chicopee, Mass.

Talk on Maude Tait
HOLYOKE - The Holy-

oke Community College 
Foundation is now accept-
ing scholarship applications 
for the 2026-2027 academic 
year.

The application deadline 
is Friday, March 13, 2026. 

Last year, the HCC Foun-
dation awarded 410 scholar-
ships worth about $364,000 
to 379 incoming, current, and 
transferring HCC students. 
Some students received mul-
tiple scholarship awards. The 
average scholarship award is 
typically around $900.

“The scholarship pro-
gram is the flagship initiative 

of the HCC Foundation, and 
it reflects the incredible gen-
erosity of our donor commu-
nity,” said Amanda Sbriscia, 
vice president of Institutional 
Advancement and executive 
director of the HCC Founda-
tion. “Every scholarship tells 
two stories - one of a donor 
who believes in the power of 
education, and one of a stu-
dent whose path forward is 
made possible by that belief.”

Students must be cur-
rently enrolled at HCC or 
have been accepted for the 
upcoming academic year to 
be eligible for scholarships.

Applicants only need to 

fill out a single online form 
to be automatically matched 
with the scholarships they 
are most qualified to receive. 
There are scholarships for 
new students, current stu-
dents and students transfer-
ring to other institutions, 
scholarships based on finan-
cial need, scholarships for 
students in specific majors, 
scholarships for residents 
of certain communities, and 
scholarships that recognize 
academic achievement.

“Last year’s 410 schol-
arship awards represent 410 
opportunities for students to 
focus on their studies rather 

than financial stress,” said 
Sbriscia. “We’re proud to 
continue this tradition of sup-
porting HCC students as they 
work toward their goals.”

To view scholarship 
opportunities and begin the 
application process, please 
go to: www.hcc.edu/scholar-
ships.

The HCC Scholarship 
Resource Center, on the first 
floor of the Donahue Build-
ing (Room 158), is open 
Monday through Friday, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., to help current 
and incoming students navi-
gate the process of applying 
for scholarships.

The HCC Foundation is 
a 501(c)(3) that works to ad-
vance the college’s mission, 
vision, and values. Found-
ed in 1968 as the Friends of 
Holyoke Community Col-
lege, in response to a dev-
astating fire that forced the 
college to rebuild on a new 
campus, the Foundation now 
manages assets of more than 
$20 million, the largest com-
munity college foundation 
endowment in Massachu-
setts.Questions should be 
directed to the HCC Founda-
tion office at 413-552-2182, 
or by email to scholarships@
hcc.edu.
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  
Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE


