
 

 

Instructions for the Baptism of Children Seven and Older 
 

Andy Gotsch can be contacted at agotsch@saintmichaelchurch.org or (727)379-1558 
 

*If your child is six or younger, please go to our website at https://www.saintmichaelchurch.org/baptism. 

 

Section One: General Instructions for all Baptisms: 

1. Go to our web site for all the information and forms for Baptism:  

https://www.saintmichaelchurch.org/baptism        

2. Read the Baptism Guide 

3. Print and complete the Baptism Registration Form and the Godparent Form. 

4. Have the Godparent contact the parish they belong to so the parish can write a letter affirming that 

the Godparent is actually a practicing Catholic in good standing. 

5. Follow the link to register for the online parent class, "Belonging."  Once you complete the online class, 

print the completion certificate and keep it with the Baptism Registration Form & the Godparent Form. 

 

Section Two: Instructions for children age seven and older: 

1. The parent and child should go to the Real+True website on Sacraments: 

https://www.realtrue.org/units/sacraments/ and watch the first video (Why do we look for meaning in 

signs?) and discuss using the attached Discussion Guide.  Repeat the process with the other three 

videos (the Discussion Guide tells you the video viewing order).  The videos average 4 minutes each. 

2. The parent and child should go to the Real+True website on Baptism: 

https://www.realtrue.org/units/baptism/ and watch the first video (Have you ever wanted a second 

chance at life?) and discuss using the attached Discussion Guide.  Repeat the process with the other 

three videos (the Discussion Guide tells you the video viewing order).  The videos average 4.5 minutes. 

3. The Real+True Discussion Guides are the last two pages of this document. 
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Section Three: Final Instructions: 

1. Once the parent and child have completed sections one and two, the parent should email or call Andy 

Gotsch to set-up an appointment for one (or both parents) and the child(ren) to come in for a 

meeting…  

  

2. Bring the following to the meeting: 

 Child’s Birth Certificate 

 Completed Baptism Registration Form 

 Two (2) Godparent Forms     (If a Godparent can’t attend, you’ll need a Proxy Form) 

 “Belonging” Completion Certificate 

 If you have received it, the affirmation letter from each Godparent’s parish 

3. At the meeting, we will have a family conversation about everyone’s understanding of Sacraments and 

Baptism.   

4. After having the meeting, you will be able to set up a date for the actual Baptism.  Baptisms are done 

on the second Saturday of each month outside of the Mass.  Contact Julie Stalter at 

office@saintmichaelchurch.org or (727) 379-1553. 

 

Section Four: Faith Formation and First Communion Instructions 

Faith Formation classes are an essential way for children to continue learning about their faith and growing in 

relationship with Jesus.  Classes meet Sundays from 10:15-11:30am.  They are open to everyone ages three 

and older.  To register, contact Andy Gotsch. 

1. First Communion prep is normally a two-year process (1st & 2nd grades).   

a. If your child is older than seven, contact Andy Gotsch in order to create a plan for receiving First 

Communion. 
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