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President’s Letter

An Opportunity and an Ask

I spent 19 years as the executive director of a small youth development nonprofit, and every December I
reached out to everyone on our mailing list with an opportunity and an ask. Now, I’m doing the same as
President of WDC. This is not a chore for me; this is my chance to shine a light on the good work WDC
does year-in and year-out with a small army of committed volunteers.

WDC is a nonprofit, and as an all-volunteer-run Democratic Club we punch well above
our weight. On an annual basis, our volunteers put out 12 newsletters and keep up a
dynamic web site; we organize membership gatherings, speaker programs, community
education events, Annapolis Day, and candidate forums; we advocate for legislation
and policies during the legislative session; we show up for rallies and protests; we
mentor our growing Next Gen youth contingent; we support groups working to elect
Democrats and organizations including Emerge Maryland, the Maryland Legislative
Agenda for Women, and The Women’s Legislative Briefing.

Here’s the opportunity and ask: If you appreciate and value WDC’s work, please consider making a year-
end gift of any amount that is meaningful to you. Your donation will help WDC support Democrats and
democracy and put democratic values in action.

Cynthia Rubenstein
President

Advocacy Corner

by Kate Stein, Chair

This year the WDC Advocacy Committee—the largest in recent memory—looks to “meet the moment” in
Annapolis, via active resistance throughout the DMV, and by engaging more people in democracy. 

We number more than 40 advocates, men as well as women, aged 16-80+, and include three new
advocacy chairs and co-chairs.  

As we prepare for the next legislative session in Annapolis, we are focused on five key issue areas:
Advancing Democracy, Children and Youth, Environment and Energy, Immigration, and The Basics. Three
are profiled here:  

My co-chair for Advancing Democracy (AD) is Dorothy Manevich (D-20). Dorothy is a proud union
organizer and a postdoctoral fellow at the Harvard Kennedy School's Civic Power Lab. She studies
how grassroots groups / regular people can build political power. Her hopes for AD: 1) to make real,
measurable progress on our priorities and 2) to empower and support our committee members. This
year, our list of legislative priorities includes an AD-drafted bill, the Off-Duty Civic Activity Protection
Act (Del. Lopez; Sen. Waldstreicher), as well as support for voting and union bills.

This year new member Shelby Settles Harper (D-18) joins Fatmata Barrie, WDC board member and
founding chair, in leading our Immigration subcommittee. Shelby has dedicated her career to
fighting for justice and equality, including in the DHS Office for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties, which
no longer exists. She is excited to bring her experience to bear in protecting of the rights of
immigrants in Maryland. 

Deb Williams (D-17), WDC’s new Treasurer, agreed to lead a new advocacy subcommittee we call
The Basics. Deb has lived, worked, and volunteered in Montgomery County for many years. She
began her advocacy in our public schools, advocating for equality in education. The Basics strives
for nothing less than to guarantee basic human rights—food, shelter, care, healthcare, employment,
and civil rights—for every citizen in Maryland. 

If you are looking for a way to turn the fear and chaos into a future better than the past, we hope you will
join us. Find out more about our Advocacy Committee HERE. Contact us at
advocacy@womensdemocraticclub.org.

Click HERE for our full slate of legislative priorities.

There is much to do.

WDC News & Events

Join us at the WDC Holiday Party. Register now. To join WDC click here.

Join WDC virtually to learn about the inner workings of our energy grid and the current issues ahead of the
legislative session. Eli Brennan, WDC's resident energy policy wonk, will present a guide to Maryland's
utilities and their regulation, current energy policy topics in the State, and how advocates can address
common misconceptions about renewable energy during the session. Register here to get the Zoom link.

Montgomery County Democratic Party Events

Second Annual MD Dems Capitol Hill reception on Wednesday, December 3, starting at 5:30 pm.
Attending will be members of the Maryland Delegation, including Senator Angela Alsobrooks, Reps.
Steny Hoyer, Kweisi Mfume, Jamie Raskin, Glenn Ivey, Sarah Elfreth, and others.
CLICK HERE to register.

Montgomery County & Maryland News and Events

Make Your Voice Heard at the Governor’s Redistricting Advisory
Commission Meeting!

Friday, December 5, 4 – 6 p.m., via Zoom

Montgomery County Democrats care deeply about this issue, as we learned in our first-ever Volunteer
Voices survey, conducted November 5–14.

Click HERE to learn more about the redistricting issue and how YOU can make your voice heard.

Maryland is considering whether to respond to MAGA Republicans’ gerrymandering efforts by redrawing
our own congressional map. The outcome could shape not only elections in Maryland next year, but also
control of the US House of Representatives in the years ahead. Any Marylander can register to share your
perspective at the next hearing of the Governor’s Redistricting Advisory Commission.

Register as soon as you can. Speaking slots are first come, first served, and the GOP is organizing to
pack these hearings. Let’s make sure Democratic voices are heard!

To register, Click HERE.

County Council approves $7.75M spending package to address shutdown
impacts

Money included for food insecurity, housing assistance, LGBTQ+ community services,
nonprofits and economic development
by Ceoli Jacoby, November 18, 2025

Bethesda Today

The Montgomery County Council on Tuesday unanimously decided to add $7.75 million to the county’s
fiscal year 2026 operating budget to support residents, businesses and nonprofit organizations impacted
by the government shutdown and other federal actions.  

The council unveiled the spending package Oct. 28, when the federal government had been shut down for
nearly a month and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) was set to run out of funds.  

The federal government reopened Thursday after 43 days, but council President Kate Stewart (D-Dist. 4)
said last week she would still put the package to a vote for the “countless residents who have depleted
their savings and had to turn to Montgomery County’s social safety net to make ends meet for their
families.”

CLICK HERE to read more in the November 18 issue of Bethesda Today.

Creation of Royce Hanson Conservation Park at Broad Run

On a uniquely gorgeous blustery Fall day, supporters of the Ag Reserve and parks gathered at the
County's newest gem—the Royce Hanson Conservation Park at Broad Run. The park honors Royce's
work as the "architect of the Ag Reserve" by showcasing all the Reserve offers—active farming, trails for
recreation and broad swaths of meadow and forest habitat.

Three finalists for Gabe Albornaz’s County Council seat advance to public
interviews.

Three finalists for the at-large Montgomery County Council seat currently held by Gabe Albornoz (D) will
be interviewed publicly during the council’s Dec. 2 meeting, the office of council President Kate Stewart
announced Monday.

The three finalists who will be interviewed by the council next week are Shebra Evans, Henry Lee, and
Reemberto Rodriguez. Evans previously served two terms on the Montgomery County Board of
Education, losing her bid for a third term in November 2024.

CLICK HERE to read more in the November 24 issue of Bethesda Magazine..

Resources for Marylanders Impacted by Federal Actions

From Council President Kate Stewart

During these unprecedented times, Montgomery County will be a community that works together to
support one another. If you are in need of any resources, the Montgomery County Council has compiled a
list of resources for a variety of needs on our webpage for all residents. There is also a specific page of
resources for workers impacted by recent federal actions. For food-specific resources, you can visit the
website of our Office of Food Systems Resilience. Maryland state residents can also find help information
HERE.

The State has launched the Maryland Public Servants Resource Website, which serves as a centralized
hub for programs and resources to support Maryland's federal employees and contractors impacted by
federal workforce layoffs, firings, and changes to federal funding.

Maryland Public Servants Resource Website

The Maryland Department of Labor has also launched a new webpage entitled Resources for Maryland's
Former Federal Employees and Other Workers Impacted by the Federal Government Transition which
provides information on resources like unemployment insurance benefits, career guidance, and
reemployment support. The site will be updated as additional details become available.

Resources for Maryland's Former Federal Employees and Other Workers Impacted by the
Federal Government Transition – Maryland Department of Labor

Federal government workers who have been fired from their job, or are concerned about their
employment, can find free legal support through Rise Up, a network of pro bono attorneys helping federal
workers get the justice they deserve.

Rise Up – Federal Workers Legal Defense Network

Other Government Resource Websites

Governor Wes Moore’s Maryland Public Servants Resource Website
Chris Van Hollen’s Resources for Marylanders Affected by Trump Admin Policies
Jamie Raskin’s Resources for Marylanders Affected by Troubling New Trump Administration
Policies
Montgomery County Resources for Workers Impacted by Recent Federal Government Actions
Montgomery County Council, United in Service and Support Online Informational Series (virtual
information sessions)
Maryland Department of Labor, Resources for Maryland’s Former Federal Employees and Other
Workers Impacted by the Federal Government Transition, including a virtual workshop designed
specifically for former federal employees, federal contractors, and other workers impacted by federal
government transition. See workshop details (información del taller en español) and email
FedWorker.Transition@maryland.gov to sign up.

Fight Back—What You Can Do!
Local & National Events

Indivisible’s Weekly WHAT’S THE PLAN? A Weekly Discussion with
Indivisible’s Co-Founders

Join the Weekly Zoom Chat with Indivisible Co-founders Ezra Levin and Leah Greenberg, who will
help you wade through the week’s news, answer your questions, and provide timely calls to action.
Webinars are held every Thursday at 3:00 pm EST.

Register HERE.

Indivisible is also calling for the establishment of separate groups called Courage Collectives, which
would organize the various pillars of support into noncooperation with the Trump administration. The
members of each collective all share an identity within a specific pillar and use their identity to influence
the institutions and people within their pillar to stand up to Trump and refuse to go along with his power
grab. For more information, CLICK HERE.

Community Activism

Below are organizations that plan and administer activities for volunteers. Click on their links to become a
volunteer on specific projects, learn about rallies and upcoming events, or get on their email lists.

Montgomery County Women’s
Democratic Club (WDC)
50501 (FiftyFiftyOneMovement)
Civic Action Hub
Commit to Democracy
Democracy Forward
Democracy Helpers Now
DoTheMostGood
Downtown Nasty Women Social Group

MoCo EmpowerHer

Five Calls
Indivisible

Indivisible MoCoWoMen
Indivisible Montgomery
J WalkersAction Group
LWV (League of Women Voters)
MCDCC
MDDEMS

Mobilize

NOPE (Neighbors Defending
Democracy)

People Power United

Silver Spring Progressive Action (SSPA)
Vote Forward

Stay Informed!

Downtown Nasty Women Social Group (DNWSG) has created “Trusted Sources,” a fact-based news
source because they believe legacy media has failed the pro-democracy movement. “Trusted Sources” is
a live document, and we will continue adding sources and media categories. The goal is to provide a
robust list of fact-based investigative journalism while distinguishing between investigative reporting,
opinion, and analysis. DNWSG believes staying informed is an act of resistance. Click HERE for the
current list of “Trusted Sources.”

Ideas in Print
Spotlight on a Substack*: Joyce Vance, “Civil Discourse”

Joyce Vance is a former United States Attorney
and currently a law professor and a legal analyst
for MS Now. She also co-hosts two podcasts,
#SistersInLaw and Cafe’s Insider. She “believes
that being a citizen is the most important work
any of us can do. As citizens, a key part of our
role is to educate ourselves and stay informed.”
Her recent NYTimes best-selling book is titled,
Giving Up Is Unforgivable: A Manual for Keeping
a Democracy.

*An online platform that lets writers, journalists, and creators publish newsletters and other content directly to their audience.

In Memoriam

Benjamin Louis Zelenko

On Sunday, November 16, 2025, Benjamin
Louis Zelenko, beloved husband of WDC At-
Large Board Member Barbara Saltz Zelenko of
Chevy Chase, passed away. He dedicated his life
to championing human rights, workers’ rights and
intellectual property rights. His seven decades
practicing law took him from serving as the
general counsel of the House Judiciary
Committee in the 1960s to arguing the historic
case before the US Supreme Court for Japanese
American reparations.

WDC Membership 

By joining WDC, you are building community and political muscle with other Democratic members, clubs,
and allies to elect Democrats and support progressive Democratic policy goals. WDC is excited to work
with each of you, as we advocate for our WDC priorities, and present our Speakers Programs, Community
Education Panels, social events, and service projects. And you'll be privy to our very own "WDC Members
Only" Facebook page. Join us by clicking HERE!

If you're already a member and haven't already renewed, you can do so online HERE. You may also mail
your $35.00 annual dues ($25 for members 35-years-old or younger) payable to "WDC" to: WDC, PO Box
34047, Bethesda, MD 20827.

Help Us Empower the Next Generation of Civic Leaders!
Do you have a high school or college student in your life who cares about the world and wants to make a
difference? Encourage them to join WDC NextGen, the new youth initiative of the Women’s Democratic
Club of Montgomery County. It’s a space for civic-minded students (ages 14–22) to meet elected officials,
lead community projects, write about current events, and grow as future leaders. No application required—
just curiosity and commitment.

Click HERE to share this with the young changemakers you know. They can also reach out to
NextGen student leaders: Lily Cardot and Uma Chivvis.

Make a Difference—Volunteer with WDC! 

WDC needs you! Can you help us in one of these positions? Not sure what a position entails? Come try it
out—no obligation!

Events Committee Member

Finance Committee Member

Advocacy Committee Members

Interested? To learn more, please contact Cynthia Rubenstein and make sure to use the subject line:
"Volunteering with WDC."

Indivisible HELPS in MoCo—join us!

DoTheMostGood is partnering with Indivisible MoCoWoMen and other local Indivisible groups to respond
to some of the most pressing needs in our community. To take part, complete this form and select the
organizations/causes you want to help. The list includes A Wider Circle, food banks and pantries,
UpCounty Hub, community schools, and support of an immigrant family. Choose any; choose all—we
thank you.

                                                                                                    

Share this newsletter with friends!

To get in touch with WDC,
please contact us HERE.

DONATE to WDC

HELP ME

Tag Us on Facebook@MCWDC

Join Our Members Only Facebook Group
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