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In honor of Women’s History Month, I'm highlighting three iconic women leaders whose lives continue to
inspire and move Americans to action.

Ida B. Wells-Barnett (1862-1931) lived a life of tireless truth telling. She was a journalist, anti-lynching
activist, a women'’s suffragist, and an early civil rights movement leader. Wells-Barnett pioneered the field of
investigative journalism and, in 1895 she published “A Red Record.” This 100-page book provided history
and a statistical record of lynchings of African Americans, shaping the anti-lynching movement. Her brave
and dogged work unequivocally demonstrated that lynchings were racist murders, no ifs, ands, or buts.

Frances Perkins (1880-1965) was the first woman to join a presidential cabinet as Franklin D. Roosevelt’s
Secretary of Labor from 1933 to 1945. When she was appointed, she gave the President a list of policies
she intended to pursue. On that list were things we now take for granted as Americans: Social Security,
unemployment compensation, the banning of child labor, the minimum wage and the 40-hour work week.

Dolores Huerta, born in 1930, is most well known as the co-founder of the United Farm Workers Union with
Cesar Chavez. A consummate organizer and negotiator during her long career, she has gone toe-to-toe with
fellow lobbyists and elected officials on behalf of farm workers and their families. To this day, she continues
to develop leaders and advocates for women and their families through the Dolores Huerta Foundation.

WDC honors figures like Ida, Frances, and Dolores this month by continuing to press for state and county
legislation to protect Maryland women and their families. Many of our members are also participating in
collective action to save our democracy. Please read the rest of this newsletter for opportunities to take-
action-for-good in commemoration of Women’s History Month. There’s something for everyone.

Cynthia Rubenstein
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Dolores Huerta
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Advocacy Corner
|

WDC Annapolis Day - February 4
by Kate Stein

Yes, there was Weather. There was snow outside the Louis L. Goldstein Treasury building. There was snow
outside the Lowe House of Delegates Office Building. There was snow outside the James and Miller Senate
Office Buildings. And there was snow outside the Maryland Statehouse. February 4th was a typical winter
day and a great day for advocacy.

The more than thirty WDC advocates were fired up! Comptroller Brooke Lierman hosted us for the day. The
new House of Delegates speaker, The Honorable Joseline A. Pefia-Melnyk, and our host, The Honorable
Brooke Lierman, Comptroller of Maryland, addressed us first. The Speaker shared her story and legislative
priorities and spoke passionately about the needs of immigrants and the importance of education, while the
Comptroller shared an overview of the comptroller’s function. Both were generous with their time and
willingness to answer advocates’ questions. Subcommittee chairs and other issue captains huddled and then
dispersed to pre-scheduled meetings with legislators. Some advocates were able to visit morning committee
meetings and listen to hearings.

Delegate Dana Jones, President of Women Legislators of Maryland, addressed the group at lunch and
shared legislative activity focused on improving the lives of girls and women in the state. While we ate, many
members of the Montgomery County Delegation who were not in committee meetings stopped by to speak
to our group. A special thanks to Delegates Crutchfield, Korman, Lopez, Mireku-North, Palakovich Carr,
Queen, Solomon, Spiegel, Vogel, Wims, and Senator Waldstreicher.

We then walked en masse to the State House, where we met with Lieutenant Governor Aruna Miller, who
shared the work of the administration and answered questions from our youngest advocates, our NextGen
members, who are politically motivated students from Walt Whitman High School.

Our Advocacy is not over. Many bills will be heard in committee over the next few weeks, including a WDC
priority bill, HB1356 / SB857, which aims to protect employees from being forced to choose between
employment and speaking and protesting lawfully when they are off duty. The Maryland Employee Civic
Activity and Lawful Expression Protection Act is sponsored by Delegate Lopez in the House and by Senator
Waldstreicher in the Senate. Reach out to get engaged and advocate!

Subscribe to our email list.



Subscribe to our email list.



For more photos CLICK HERE!

Subscribe to our email list.



Rally for the Women’s Prerelease Center—BUILD IT NOW!
Wednesday, March 3 at noon at Lawyer’s Mall in Annapolis.
House Judiciary Committee Hearing on HB935 at 1:00 PM
Sponsored by the Women's Prerelease Equity Coalition (WPEC)
WDC President Cynthia Rubenstein is speaking at the Rally.

The State of Maryland has spent 17 years NOT providing women with a community-based prerelease center
to assist in their return to society from the women’s state prison. The 2021 Gender-Responsive Prerelease
Act required the state to build such a facility; it has failed to comply with the statute. Male prisoners have
these resources.

WDC has been part of WPEC since 2019. With your help, we can pass revised legislation this year that will
finally force the state to provide incarcerated women being released from prison the same opportunities as
released incarcerated men are given. Let’'s show Governor Moore and the Maryland General Assembly that
Maryland’s women want them to BUILD IT NOW! Rally with WPEC on March 3 at noon at Lawyers’ Mall in
Annapolis and attend the Judiciary Committee hearing in force. Please RSVP here.

What: Rally for Women’s Prerelease
When: 12 -1 pm, Tuesday, March 3 (House Judiciary Committee Hearing on HB935 to follow)
Where: Lawyers’ Mall (between Calvert Street and the State House), Annapolis

Join the Marylanders for Data Center Reform Coalition for its first-ever

IlAI.I.Y i

wyﬁr's Mall e 25 Calvert St, Annapolls, MD
o A L |3
Kick off the day at 9 am hearing the latest from experts on data center reform.
Join us for hot coffee and breakfast following the speakers!

Tell YOUR legislators why you want responsible and transparent
data center development in Maryland! nature forward

Data Center Reform Rally Press Conference
For more information, CLICK HERE.
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Navigating the Backlash:
Reclaiming Progress for Women

The Woman's National Democratic Club, in partnership with the Montgomery
County Women's Democratic Club, invites you to a timely and high-impact luncheon
examining the state of women's rights in the United States — and why U.S. policy
choices matter globally.

As legal challenges reshape workplaces, federal institutions are weakened, and U.S.
gender diplomacy has retreated, what does this mean for women's economic
security at home and women's rights abroad? This event will bring together leaders
in employment law, domestic policy, and international diplomacy to explore
strategies for navigating setbacks and reclaiming progress.

v © &R O

Friday, 1526 New Hampshire $40 for lunch 11:30 a.m -
March 27 Avenue NW (plus tax) 2 p.m.
Washington, DC $10 Zoom only

Katrina Fotovat Ken Gage Wendy Chun-Hoon

Farmer Senior Official Partner and Global Co-Chair President and Executive Director
Office of Global Women's |ssues Employment Law Department Center for Law and
U.5. Department of State Paul Hastings LLP Social Policy (CLASP)

REGISTER NOW AT: democraticwoman.org/events

For non-member event reservations: please email pfitzgeraldi@democraticwoman.org or

telephone 202-232-7363 Ext. 402 (veicemnails will also be accepted)
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SAVE the DATE
SIMON ROSENBERG

Democratic political strategist
Author of Hopium Chronicles

THURSDAY, APRIL 9
7-8:30 PM

Round House Theater, Bethesda
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Hosts
County Executive Forum

with candidates

Andrew Friedson, Evan Glass,

Will Jawando, Mithun Banerjee
Moderator: Ginny Bixby, Reporter for The Banner
Sunday, March 22, 2026 « 3-4:30 pm

Takoma Park Middle School
7611 Piney Branch Road, Silver Spring

The event will be in person.

Co-sponsors
District 20 Democratic Caucus
Montgomery County Young Democrats
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The Rev. Jesse L. Jackson Sr. at an encampment dubbed “Resurrection City,” at the close of the Poor People’s March
at the National Mall in Washington D.C., in May 1968. (Photo by Pix/Michael Ochs Archives/Getty Images)

Governor Moore Statement on the Passing of Reverend Jesse Jackson
Published: 2/17/2026

ANNAPOLIS, MD — Governor Wes Moore today released the following statement regarding the passing of
Reverend Jesse Jackson.

“Today, Maryland mourns the passing of Reverend Jesse Jackson—a giant of the civil rights movement and a
champion for the dignity of working people.

“Of the many shoulders that we stand on, Jesse Jackson’s were amongst the broadest. He led with love and
reminded all of us of our voice and our power. Reverend Jackson was a trailblazer who never waited for
permission or to ask for a seat at the table—he insisted on it, and he widened that table for generations to
come.

“‘Reverend Jackson spent his life turning pain into purpose and protest into progress and organizing
communities to make those promises real.

“‘Dawn and | send our deepest condolences to the Jackson family and to all who loved him and were shaped by
his life’s work. We pray that Reverend Jackson may enjoy eternal peace and a well-deserved rest.”
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Moore signs bills banning agreements between local police, federal immigration
agencies: Sheriffs have 90 days to get out of so-called ‘287(g)’ agreements with
ICE

by William J. Ford, February 18, 2026, Maryland Matters

Gov. Wes Moore (D) signed emergency legislation Tuesday banning 287(g) agreements between local
police agencies and U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, ending years of effort by immigration
advocates who say local police should not be doing the work of federal agents.

Senate Bill 245 and House Bill 444 take effect immediately, and give the nine Maryland counties 90 days to
end their agreements with the feds. But the fight may not be over yet, as sheriffs in several of those counties
said they are considering going to court to challenge the law that they said will lead to more, not less,
immigration chaos in the state. Click HERE to read the rest of the article.

Subscribe to our email list.



JOW YOUR RIGHTS COMMUNITY
& BUSINESS CANVASSING
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HELP PROTECT OUR COMMUNITIES!

We are seeking volunteers to assist in spreading awareness to
community members and educating businesses at local
shopping centers on how to protect their employees and

community members from ICE.

Join us in spreading awareness to ensure the safety of
everyone in our communities. Your involvement can make a
significant difference!

Q MONTGOMERY VILLAGE, MARYLAND
(EXACT LOCATION SHARED AFTER YOU REGISTER)

ﬁ) Saturday, March 7, 2026
11:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Saturday, March 7, 11:00 am - 3:00 pm
Register: tinyurl.com/MoColRC-KYR26
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A number of organizations in Montgomery County provide opportunities for involvement in immigrant
support and safety. Below are just a few:

Gilchrist Immigrant Resource Center
International Rescue Committee
We Are Casa

e Maryland Public Servants Resource Website

e Resources for Maryland's Former Federal Employees and Other Workers Impacted by the Federal
Government Transition — Maryland Department of Labor

* Rise Up — Federal Workers Legal Defense Network

Other Government Resource Websites

e Chris Van Hollen’s Resources for Marylanders Affected by Trump Admin Policies

e Jamie Raskin’s Resources for Marylanders Affected by Troubling New Trump Administration
Policies

 Montgomery County Resources for Workers Impacted by Recent Federal Government Actions

e Montgomery County Council, United in Service and Support Online Informational Series (virtual
information sessions)
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—PRIMARY ELECTION —
—  CEEETT——

2026 MARYLAND PRIMARY ELECTION DATES

DATE WHAT TO KNOW

JUNE 2, 2026 CLOSE OF REGISTRATION &
BY 5:50 PM PARTY AFFILIATION DEADLINE

|
JUNE 11-18, 2026 |  EARLY VOTING FOR THE PRIMARY ELECTION
7:00 AM - 8:00 PM

JUNE 19, 2026 ‘

5 PM %IAIL
AIL/FAX)

ONLINE MAIL-IN BALLOT REQUEST DEADLINE
11:59 PM (E

|
JUNE 23, 2026 |

BY 8:00 PM IN PERSON MAIL-IN BALLOT REQUEST DEADLINE

GUBERNATORIAL PRIMARY
JUyN E.} ?‘,:_;2@.26 ELECTION DAY

MAKE SURE YOU ARE REGISTERED TO VOTE AT WWW.IWILLVOTE.COM
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MARCH 28

NO THRONES, NO ¢ROWNS,

NO KINGS

=i INDIVISIBLE

||
WHAT'S THE PLAN?

for a live discussion about this new congress
and how to prepare for what’s to come.

Indivisible’s Weekly WHAT’S THE PLAN? A Weekly Discussion with Indivisible’s
Co-Founders

Join the Weekly Zoom Chat with Indivisible Co-founders Ezra Levin and Leah Greenberg, who will help
you wade through the week’s news, answer your questions, and provide timely calls to action. Webinars are
held every Thursday, 3 - 4:.00 p.m. EST.

Register HERE.
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"Trusted Sources"

Downtown Nasty Women Social Group (DNWSG) has created “Trusted Sources,” a fact-based news
source because they believe legacy media has failed the pro-democracy movement. DNWSG believes
staying informed is an act of resistance. CLICK HERE for the current list of “Trusted Sources."

Community Activism

¢ Montgomery County Women’s
Democratic Club (WDC)

e 50501 (FiftyFiftyOneMovement)

e Civic Action Hub

e Commit to Democracy.

e Democracy Forward

¢ Democracy Helpers Now

¢ DoTheMostGood

¢ Downtown Nasty Women Social Group
e MoCo EmpowerHer

e Five Calls
e |ndivisible
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¢ Indivisible MoCoWoMen

¢ Indivisible Montgomery

o J WalkersAction Group

e LWV (League of Women Voters)

e MCDCC

e MDDEMS

¢ Mobilize

e NOPE (Neighbors Defending Democracy)
e People Power United

o Silver Spring_Progressive Action (SSPA)
¢ Vote Forward

WDC Membership

MONTGOMERY
COUNTY, MARYLAND

WOMEN'S
DEMOCRATIC CLUB

ir to ACTION
DC!
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By joining WDC, you are building community and political muscle with other Democratic members, clubs,
and allies to elect Democrats and support progressive Democratic policy goals. WDC is excited to work with
each of you, as we advocate for our WDC priorities, and present our Speakers Programs, Community
Education Panels, social events, and service projects. And you'll be privy to our very own "WDC Members
Only" Facebook page. Join us by clicking HERE!
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your $35.00 annual dues ($25 for members 35-years-old or younger) payable to "WDC" to: WDC, PO Box
34047, Bethesda, MD 20827.

Make a Difference—Volunteer with WDC!

WDC needs you! Can you help us in one of these positions? Not sure what a position entails? Come try it
out—no obligation!

Membership Co-Chair

Events Committee Member
Finance Committee Member
Advocacy Committee Members

To learn more, please contact Cynthia Rubenstein and make sure to use the subject line: "Volunteering
with WDC."
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Share this newsletter with friends!

Montgomery County Women's Democratic Club

All Rights Reserved

Manage your preferences | Opt Out using TrueRemove ™
Got this as a forward? Sign up to receive our future emails.
View this email online.

WDC PO Box 34047 | Bethesda, MD 20827 US

This email was sent to .
To continue receiving our emails, add us to your address book.
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