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WDC Newsletter – September 18, 2023
 

President's Message

Thank you to all the WDC members who joined us for our Fall
2023 Membership Kickoff on September 10th. It was so good to
connect with fellow Democrats and hear from a great lineup of
speakers, including Chair of the Maryland Democratic Party
Yvette Lewis, MD Senator Will Smith, County Executive Marc
Elrich, County Council President Evan Glass, and Feminist
Majority President Eleanor Smeal. Speakers took the opportunity
to reflect on past successes, challenges ahead, and aspirations
for the upcoming session and the 2024 elections.

Special thanks to our planning committee, Enid Light, Lavontte Gardner, JoAnne Koravos,
Lisa Fuller, and Diana Conway for their leadership in organizing the event and to all the
WDC members who volunteered to help. 

Next up on our calendar is a very timely and important virtual panel discussion titled
“Mobilize Maryland – Unpacking Latinx/a/o Voting Trends,” moderated by our very
own Gloria Aparicio. We have two great panelists – Ruy Teixeira, Senior Fellow at the
American Enterprise Institute, who has written extensively about Latinx voting trends, and
Mark Hugo Lopez, Director, Race & Ethnicity at the Pew Research Center. 
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What makes this important?

Well, according to the Census, a little over half of the total growth in the overall U.S.
population was a result of the increase in the Hispanic population, which reached 62.1
million, or 18.7 percent of the total in 2020, compared to 16.4 percent in 2010 and 12.6
percent in 2000. In 2022, an estimated 34.5 million Hispanic Americans were eligible to
vote, making Latinos the fastest-growing racial and ethnic group in the U.S. electorate. 

Clearly, this is no time for complacency. Democrats must do better at engaging and
embracing Latino voters. So, what better way to start than to join us to hear from and pose
your questions to these two experts in the field? Register Now. 

I wrote about our upcoming WDC GOTV Dem Rally in our last newsletter but want to
highlight again the importance of this effort. The rally, featuring an exciting lineup of top
statewide speakers, will be followed by a canvass launch into Virginia led by
DoTheMostGood. 

We need boots on the ground in Virginia to help Democrats win back control of the Virginia
House and help them hold the Senate. Currently, it is only the slim control by Democrats in
the Virginia State Senate that is protecting access to reproductive healthcare in Virginia,
helping fend off manipulation of school curricula, and fighting back against book bans. 

Losing ground in Virginia could also lead to a rollback of voting rights, with
restrictions on early voting, mail ballots, and voter registration. Furthermore, a
Republican trifecta would open the door to other regressive legislation, on everything
from worker’s rights, LGBTQ rights, environmental protections, criminal justice, and
so much more. Time is of the essence, and the stakes couldn’t be higher!

Our October 8 GOTV Dem Rally now has more than 20 organizations co-sponsoring the
event, including the Montgomery County Democratic Central Committee, Prince
George’s Democratic Central Committee, all the MD Democratic Party Diversity
Leadership Councils, and many county-based Democratic clubs. A full list of co-sponsors
is on our flyer and will be available on our website. Whether you will join us representing
WDC or one of the co-sponsor organizations, the goal will be the same – We need to win
back Virginia! Registration is open now.  Please share this information widely with your
networks. 

Finally, WDC will be hosting Jill Wine-Banks, one of the prosecutors during the
Watergate scandal and the first woman to serve as US General Counsel of the Army, at an
in-person event on October 19th at Imagination Stage. Jill is currently an MSNBC Legal
Analyst, appearing regularly on primetime and daytime shows, and is one of the hosts for
the outstanding #SistersInLaw podcast. More details to follow.

Until next time…
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Stay Strong. Stay Focused. Stay United. 

Tazeen Ahmad
President  

WDC Event

Members Only Fall Kickoff

On Sunday, September 10, 2023, the WDC held its
annual Members Only Fall Kickoff.  It was a huge
success!  More than 130 friends, family, and elected
officials enjoyed coming together for the camaraderie
and the delicious food and drink after the summer
break.   

It was a wonderful opportunity to reunite and reignite
our support for the WDC and democratic values.
WDC President Tazeen Ahmad hosted the event with
the help of her beautiful family.  Five speakers
provided us with their educated perspectives on relevant current issues. Yvette Lewis,
Chair of the Maryland Democratic Party, started us off with a persuasive, enthusiastic
rallying speech. Maryland State Senator Will Smith (D20), Chair of the Judicial
Proceedings Committee, provided information about important legislation in the last
session and the upcoming 2024 session. Montgomery County Executive Marc Elrich
supplied significant new county details, and Evan Glass, president of the Montgomery
County Council, spoke about the Council’s priorities. The final speech was an emotional
request from Eleanor Smeal, president of the Feminist Majority Foundation, to help get the
last five votes needed from the members of the House of Representatives to make the
Equal Rights Amendment a part of the Constitution. Each speaker spoke with passion
about what lies ahead, igniting a lot of loud, sustained applause from the crowd.

Pictures from the Kickoff can be found HERE.
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Save the Date!
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New!   WDC Environment Subcommittee!

Announcing WDC’s newest addition to our Advocacy Committee: The Environment
Subcommittee! 

The Environment Subcommittee will bring a robust, WDC-style voice to the mix at the state
and county levels. Join us in this endeavor, right from the start.

We’ll be setting up our first meeting soon—Join us as we sort out issues, identify priorities,
and set up our goals for the coming state legislative session. We’ll also be looking at
county-level opportunities.

Curious? Contact Diana Conway at dianaconway@outlook.com and be sure to put "WDC
Environment Subcommittee" in the subject line.
 

Maryland Democratic News & Events

County Democratic Central Committee Seeks Two Student Members

Every year, the MCDCC selects two students to participate in its meetings and
activities. Any Montgomery County High School student who is at least 16 years old, a U.S.
citizen, a Maryland resident, and a registered Democrat may apply. Gender diversity will be
considered in the selection process in keeping with MCDCC Bylaws, so student members
selected cannot be of the same gender. Nonbinary and agender students are encouraged
to apply.

Interested and qualified students may submit a letter of interest and a resume documenting
prior volunteer/civic/political or other extracurricular activity. Applications must be submitted
by 5 p.m., Friday, September 29, 2023, via email to office@mcdcc.org with the subject line:

Tra

1/15/26, 4:56 PM WDC: September 18, 2023 Newsletter

https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=a2df9688f6e75610c1ad03986&id=bd955287ba 7/16

http://dianaconway@outlook.com/
mailto:office@mcdcc.org
javascript:;


Central Committee Student Member Vacancy.

The vacancies will be filled at the regular public monthly meeting of the MCDCC to be held
at 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, October 10, 2023. Candidates will be given an opportunity to speak
for up to 3 minutes and answer questions from current committee members.

For more information about this opportunity, please contact Pamela Luckett or Marc
Anthony Robles at outreach@mcdcc.org

Get Your Tickets HERE!
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MCDCC Welcomes Two New Members!

WDC congratulates Christa Geraci and Jovy Lopez, who were elected by the
Montgomery County Democratic Central Committee (MCDCC) to fill the MCDCC District
9A and At-Large vacancies, respectively. 

  Christa Geraci (District 9A)                                    Jovi Lopez (At-Large)

Get Involved to Swing and Keep Elections Blue!

October 8th Day of Action Canvass & Postcard
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Here are some other ways you can take action with DTMG:

In-Person Letter Writing (with Zoom option) for Virginia General Assembly Election
with DTMG & Vote Forward

Bethesda, MD, Tues. afternoons, 1 – 3 pm
Sept. 26, Oct. 3, 10, 17

Rockville, MD, Thurs. afternoons, 2 – 4 pm
Sept. 21, 28, Oct. 5, 12, 19

Virtual Letter Writing for Virginia General Election with DTMG
Join from anywhere Monday evenings, 7 – 8:30 pm

Canvass for the Dems in VA, 10:30 am – 4 pm 
Sat., Sept. 23; Sat., Oct. 21
leaves from Kensington

For more information, go to DotheMostGood.
 

Write Letters to Virginia Voters
Write letters to encourage Virginia Dems to vote in this fall’s election! Hand-written letters
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increase turnout and swing elections blue. Sign up here to learn more.
 

SSPA Phonebank for a Blue Virginia Legislature
Phonebanking is the best way to connect with voters – and get them to the polls to vote for
progressive candidates. Sign up here to learn more.

For information about SSPA and about ways to support Dems going forward, go to SSPA.
 

Are you a Democratic woman interested in running for office in 2025 or 2026? Now is the
time to lay the foundation for your campaign. Applications for the 2024 Emerge Maryland
Signature Candidate Training cohort are now open. Apply HERE!

September 19 is National Voter Registration Day

The Montgomery County Board of Elections (BOE) and Public Libraries want to create
broad awareness of voter registration opportunities to reach voters who may not register
otherwise and to ensure everyone can vote by the Tuesday, April 23, 2024, deadline to
register for the Presidential Primary, and the Tuesday, October 15, 2024, deadline to
register to vote in the 2024 General Election.
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To this end, BOE information tables will be located at the following branches on September
19 from 11:30 am to 1 pm.: Marilyn J. Praisner Library, Burtonsville; Olney Library; and
Rockville Memorial Library. For information about elections and voting, visit the
Montgomery County Board of Elections website.
 

Other Events
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Since 1994, WDC has supported MLAW’s legislative agenda both through conference
sponsorships and our own advocacy for the passage of legislation that disproportionately
impacts women and their families. MLAW’s Fall Conference is their kick-off event for the
upcoming legislative session starting in January 2024, where a coalition of women’s
organizations and their legislative sponsors present legislative proposals to be voted on by
MLAW members and included in the MLAW’s 2024 Legislative Agenda.  
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Feminist Jobs Board

Tra

1/15/26, 4:56 PM WDC: September 18, 2023 Newsletter

https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=a2df9688f6e75610c1ad03986&id=bd955287ba 14/16

https://jobs.feminist.org/?_gl=1%2A19rkchl%2A_ga%2AMTk5MDI5MTc0MS4xNjk0Mzg2Nzky%2A_ga_WTHG36QVV4%2AMTY5NDM4Njc5MS4xLjAuMTY5NDM4Njc5MS4wLjAuMA..&_ga=2.31408764.2122456311.1694386792-1990291741.1694386792
javascript:;


WDC Membership

If you haven't already done so, renew online here. You may also mail your $35.00 annual dues
($25 for members 35 years old or younger) payable to "WDC" and mail to: WDC, PO Box
34047, Bethesda, MD 20827.

By renewing your membership, you are building community and political muscle with other
Democratic members, clubs, and allies to elect Democrats and support progressive Democratic
policy goals. WDC is excited to work with each of you, as we advocate for our WDC priorities, and
present our Speakers Programs, Community Education Panels, social events, and service
projects. Join us!

Make a Difference—Volunteer with WDC!

The Events Committee needs members to support its programs and
events this year. If you are interested, please send an email

to lavontte.gardner@gmail.com.

WDC needs you!  Can you help us in one of these positions?  Not sure what a position
entails? Come try it out—no obligation!

Membership Co-Chair
Events Committee Member
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Finance Committee Member
Advocacy Committee Members

Interested? To learn more, please contact Tazeen Ahmad and make sure to use the subject
line: "Volunteering with WDC."

WDC Resources
Facebook

Twitter
YouTube speakers & events

HELP ME

Share this newsletter with friends!

WDC social media & email
Contact us Here.

Copyright © 2023 WDC | Montgomery County Women's Democratic Club, All rights reserved.

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

Calendars: 
WDC • Community • WNDC • MCDCC • MDDEMS

Tag Us on Facebook @MCWDC or on Twitter @MoCoWDC
Join Our Members Only Facebook Group

DONATE to WDC

HELP ME

Tra

1/15/26, 4:56 PM WDC: September 18, 2023 Newsletter

https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=a2df9688f6e75610c1ad03986&id=bd955287ba 16/16

mailto:tazeenahmad85@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/mcwdc
https://twitter.com/mocowdc
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJ6FjInr67WBLIXKRIUT4gQ
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe0itvp0wWStK2XMnznlezRDM6kuuWtHLW07FB0RvGYdc_eXg/viewform
https://womensdemocraticclub.org/contact-us
https://womensdemocraticclub.us17.list-manage.com/profile?u=a2df9688f6e75610c1ad03986&id=6a1e4d04a3&e=[UNIQID]&c=bd955287ba
https://womensdemocraticclub.us17.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=a2df9688f6e75610c1ad03986&id=6a1e4d04a3&t=b&e=[UNIQID]&c=bd955287ba
https://login.mailchimp.com/signup/email-referral/?aid=a2df9688f6e75610c1ad03986
https://login.mailchimp.com/signup/email-referral/?aid=a2df9688f6e75610c1ad03986
https://womansdemocraticclub.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a2df9688f6e75610c1ad03986&id=5fc0ffbc8d&e=284d292da4
https://womensdemocraticclub.org/events
https://mddems.org/events/
https://www.mddems.org/calendar
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2071657423149927/
https://montgomerycountywomensdemocraticclub.z2systems.com/np/clients/montgomerycountywomensdemocraticclub/donation.jsp
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe0itvp0wWStK2XMnznlezRDM6kuuWtHLW07FB0RvGYdc_eXg/viewform
javascript:;

