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WDC Newsletter – June 5, 2023
 

Get ready to celebrate—and vote—with WDC!
 
Please join us for a festive WDC meeting and reception featuring keynote speakers Rep.

Jamie Raskin and Lt. Gov. Aruna Miller, at WDC’s annual meeting on June 20th at
6:30 pm. 
 
This in-person reception includes a brief election tor WDC’s new Executive Committee
for two-year terms.  The proposed slate is below, along with a link to the candidates’
outstanding bios.  Please join me in thanking them for stepping forward to lead the club for
the next two years.  All WDC members who are present may vote.  See below to register
for the event, including how to join or renew your WDC membership.  While you do not
need to be a member to attend, we are grateful to each person who chooses to support
our work and to amplify our club’s voice in this way.
 
In addition to hearing from our speakers, this event celebrates our shared successes.  It’s
a chance to recommit to the important work that remains, and to sustain and reconnect
with each other.  From reproductive and other health care, to equal pay, affordable
childcare, a functioning safety net, educational equity, environmental justice, gun safety
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and more, WDC’s goal is to be part of the solution.  We aim to enable our members, and
collaborate with allies, to translate our shared concerns into powerful educational
programming and effective advocacy. 
 

Sign up for this energizing evening on June 20th, and be sure to register for our June 14
program on Juneteenth featuring the five-generation oral history from Reynauld Smith,
some of whose family were enslaved in Texas when word of the Emancipation
Proclamation came.  Register below for this virtual program, June 14 at 6:30 pm, and
please share.
 
 

Come to the WDC Biennial Meeting and Elections

See WDC’s website for more information on our slate of candidates.
Register to attend the meeting here.

Upcoming WDC Events
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When: Wednesday, June 14, 2023, 6:30 - 7:30 pm
Register HERE.

The story of the Juneteenth flag:

The Juneteenth flag is a symbol for the Juneteenth holiday in the United States. The first
version was created in 1997 by activist Ben Haith. The current version was first flown in
2000. The colors and symbols on the flag are representative of freedom and the end of
slavery. In 2020 and 2021, many states began recognizing Juneteenth by flying the flag
over their state capitol buildings, especially after Juneteenth was declared a federal holiday
by President Biden in June 2021.

Keeping Up with Our State Legislators
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WDC congratulates members of the Montgomery County delegation who have taken
on new leadership positions in the House of Delegates. Del. Marc Korman (D-16) will
become chair of the House Environment and Transportation Committee. Del. David Moon
(D-20) has been appointed the new majority leader. And Del. Jared Solomon (D-18) will
become chair of the House Appropriations Personnel Subcommittee. Speaker of the
House Adrienne Jones (D-10) made these appointments in May.

Read more in the May 17, 2023, issue of Maryland Matters.

Del. Bernice Mireku-North: Abundant Ideas and Spirit of Reform
Mark Her First Term

Appointed to represent District 14 less than one week before
the 2023 General Session convened, Del. Bernice Mireku-North
brings a holistic view of state issues and how they impact
county government, residents, and youth. She taps into her
experience as a former assistant state’s attorney, criminal
defense attorney, and co-chair of the Reimagining Public Safety
Task Force, among other positions, to support bills that improve
the overall health and mental health of Maryland’s communities
and make residents safer.

In this interview, Del. Mireku-North talks about the impact some of the bills passed during
the last session will have on public safety. She also shares her priorities and her ideas
about upcoming bills.

What are your priorities for the 2024 session?

…[One] is the Prevention of Forced Infant Separation Act, which unfortunately hasn’t 
progressed beyond the committee in its previous attempts. Currently, if a woman has 
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recently given birth while incarcerated in a Maryland facility, she has only up to 48 hours to 
be with the child before the child is taken away. This bill would allow the mother who is 
eligible for pre-release status to stay in at the future pre-release unit for women and bond 
with the child for up to a year. Infants could live in the facility with their mothers with access 
to health care. The bill also expands mother-infant visitation and baby bonding at the 
facility. I am committed to working with all the stakeholders to make this bill become law in 
Maryland.

Read more here.

Tra

1/15/26, 4:53 PM WDC: June 1, 2023, Newsletter

https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=a2df9688f6e75610c1ad03986&id=bb1be29b05 5/9

https://womensdemocraticclub.org/blog-politically-speaking/del-bernice-mireku-north-abundant-ideas-and-spirit-of-reform-mark-her-first-term
javascript:;


Tra

1/15/26, 4:53 PM WDC: June 1, 2023, Newsletter

https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=a2df9688f6e75610c1ad03986&id=bb1be29b05 6/9

http://elections@montgomerycountymd.gov/
http://elections@montgomerycountymd.gov/
javascript:;


This celebration honors the 1969 Stonewall Uprising and lifts up LGBTQ+ rights, activism,
and culture. It was first celebrated the following year, in 1970, but was not recognized by
the federal government until 1999 by President Clinton.

WDC Membership
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If you haven't already done so, renew online here. You may also mail your $35.00 annual
dues ($25 for members 35 years old or younger) payable to "WDC" and mail to: WDC, PO
Box 34047, Bethesda, MD 20827.

By renewing your membership, you are building community and political muscle with other
Democratic members, clubs, and allies to elect Democrats and support progressive
Democratic policy goals. WDC is excited to work with each of you, as we advocate for our
WDC priorities, and present our Speakers Programs, Community Education Panels, social
events, and service projects. Join us!

Make a Difference—Volunteer with WDC!

WDC needs you!  Can you help us in one of these positions?  Not sure what a position
entails? Come try it out—no obligation!

Membership Co-Chair
Community Education Co-Chair
Finance Committee Member
Communications Committee Members
Advocacy Committee Members

Interested? To learn more, please contact Diana Conway and make sure to put into the
subject line: "Volunteering with WDC."

WDC Resources
Facebook

Twitter
YouTube speakers & events

HELP ME

Share this newsletter with friends!

WDC social media & email
Contact us Here.

DONATE to WDC
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Tag Us on Facebook @MCWDC or on Twitter @MoCoWDC
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