The Society of Martha Washington
2026-2027 Patriot Scholarship Award Requirements

Mission Statement
The Society of Martha Washington has a mission to support the youth of Laredo and to promote patriotism and knowledge of American history.  

The Patriot Scholarship is awarded to area high school juniors and seniors based on academic achievement, involvement in school and community activities, teacher or counselor recommendation and an essay.

Eligibility Requirements
· Area high school junior or senior, male or female
· Grade point average of at least 85. 
· Extra-curricular activity involvement
· United States Citizen or Legal Resident

Application Requirements
· Society of Martha Washington application form with recent photograph
· Resume
· High School transcript
· Letter of recommendation from a teacher and/or counselor
· Essay (350-500 words) addressing ONE of the approved topics listed below.  Do not answer multiple topics.  
1.  Achievement & Leadership
Describe an outstanding achievement, project, or leadership experience that was meaningful to you. Explain the planning, preparation, and goals involved, the challenges you faced, and the specific actions you took to help ensure its success. Reflect on what this experience taught you about leadership, teamwork, responsibility, or personal growth. 
2.  Close Up Washington Goals
Why do you want to attend the Close Up Washington, D.C. program? What unique perspectives, experiences, or ideas would you bring to discussions with students from other communities? What do you hope to learn about our government, democracy, and the role of citizens in shaping the future of our country? 
3.  Patriotism & Civic Responsibility
What does patriotism mean to you? Describe personal experiences, values, traditions, or observations that have shaped your understanding of patriotism, civic responsibility, and what it means to be an engaged American citizen. 
4.  Community Impact & Service
Describe a time when you made a positive impact in your school, family, or community through service, leadership, or support of others. What motivated you to help, what challenges did you encounter, and what did you learn from the experience? 
5.  Challenge & Resilience
Describe a significant challenge, obstacle, or setback you have faced in your life. How did you respond to the situation, what strengths or support systems helped you overcome it, and what did the experience teach you about yourself and your future goals? 
6.  Life on the Border / Unique Perspective
How has growing up in the Laredo/Nuevo Laredo border region influenced your perspective on culture, community, opportunity, patriotism, or identity? Describe how your experiences living in a border community have shaped your understanding of the world and your role within it.

Other
· Information on Close Up Washington High School Program website:
https://www.closeup.org/high-school/high-school-programs/washington-dc/

· Deadline to submit application and materials to your counselor is November 1, 2026.  
