The Society of Martha Washington
2026-2027 Patriot Scholarship Applications
For Close Up Washington, D.C.

All information is kept confidential and used only for scholarship review and reporting purposes.

Applicant Information
Name__________________________________Date of Birth____________________Age:___________
Address___________________________________________State__________Zip Code_____________
Telephone  Home______________________________Cell____________________________________
E-mail (print carefully)__________________________________________________________________
Ethnicity (select one):     Hispanic or Latino      Not Hispanic or Latino
Race (select all that apply):  White     Black or African American       Asian
 American Indian or Alaska Native     Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander    Other
Primary language:  English    Spanish      

Academic Information
High School Name_______________________________________Grade Level_____________________
Approximate Class Rank_________Approximate GPA__________Graduation Date:__________________
Intended Career/Field of Study____________________________________________________________
Planned College/University/Trade School___________________________________________________

Activities and Involvement
List your high school and community activities for the past 2 years.  Include sports, clubs, volunteer work, leadership positions, awards, and honors_____________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Resume     Attached        Not Available

Household Information
How many people live in your household?_______
Number of Adults___________Number of Siblings_____________ 
(If not in school indicate “not in school” or “graduated”)
Sibling #	Age		Grade Level
Sibling 1	________	________
Sibling 2	________	________
Sibling 3	________	________
Sibling 4	________	________
Sibling 5	________	________
Household Composition (check all that apply)		Does your household include:
 Two parents/guardians				 Elderly family members
 Single parent/guardian				 Disabled family members
 Grandparents					 Other dependents
 Foster care/other guardian
 Other_________________________

Housing Information
 Own
 Rent
 Live with relatives
 Temporary housing
 Other____________

Family Information
Parent/Guardian 1 Name___________________ 	Parent/Guardian 2 Name ______________________
Job Title/Industry________________________	Job Title/Industry___________________________
Highest Level of Education				Highest Level of Education		
 Some high school					 Some high school
 High school graduate/GED			 High school graduate/GED
 Some college					 Some college
 College Degree					 College Degree
 Graduate/Professional degree			 Graduate/Professional degree

Financial Information				Technology Access
Annual household income (please check one)		Do you have a computer at home?   Yes    No
Combined parents/guardian income			Do you have reliable internet access?   Yes    No
 Under $25,000					Do you have access to a smart phone?   Yes    No
 $25,000-$49,999					
 $50,000-$74,999
 $75,000-$99,999
 $100,000-$149,999
 $150,000 and above
							
Military Connection				Additional Background
 Military Connection (check all that apply)		Are you a first-generation college student? Yes  No
 Parent/guardian is in active duty			
 Parent/guardian is a veteran			Are you a Kazen Fellow?  Yes  No
 Sibling is in active duty or a veteran
 None




How did you hear about the SMW Patriot Scholarship?
  School counselor
  School announcement
  Social Media
  Friend or family member
  SMW event or member
  Other_________________________________

Publicity Consent
By signing this application, the student and parent/guardian grant the Society of Martha Washington (SMW) permission to publish the student’s name, school, photograph, video, and submitted essay (in full or in part) for the purposes of recognizing scholarship recipients and promoting the Patriot Scholarship Program.  

This may include use announcements of SMW’s website, social media platforms, printed materials, newsletters, or press releases. SMW agrees not to publish any content in a way that would misrepresent the student or alter the original intent of the essay.

Emergency Contact Information
In the event of an emergency, illness, travel disruption, or other situation requiring immediate communication, please provide the following information.  SMW may use this information to contact a parent, guardian, or emergency contact in the event of an emergency or urgent matter related to the Patriot Scholarship Program or associated travel activities.

Parent/Guardian #1
Name:____________________________________________
Relationship to Applicant:_____________________________
Cell Phone Number:_________________________________
Email Address______________________________________

Parent/Guardian #2
Name:____________________________________________
Relationship to Applicant:_____________________________
Cell Phone Number:_________________________________
Email Address:_____________________________________

Certification
I certify that the information provided is accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge.  I understand that false or misleading information may result in disqualification.  I also certify that the essay is my own original work and has not been generated by artificial intelligence or copied from another source.  

Applicant Signature_______________________________________________Date________________
Parent / Guardian Signature_______________________________________Date_________________ 

Essay Requirement
Submit an original essay (minimum 350 words, maximum 500 words) on ONE of the following topics.  

1.  Achievement & Leadership
Describe an outstanding achievement, project, or leadership experience that was meaningful to you. Explain the planning, preparation, and goals involved, the challenges you faced, and the specific actions you took to help ensure its success. Reflect on what this experience taught you about leadership, teamwork, responsibility, or personal growth. 

2.  Close Up Washington Goals
Why do you want to attend the Close Up Washington, D.C. program? What unique perspectives, experiences, or ideas would you bring to discussions with students from other communities? What do you hope to learn about our government, democracy, and the role of citizens in shaping the future of our country? 

3.  Patriotism & Civic Responsibility
What does patriotism mean to you? Describe personal experiences, values, traditions, or observations that have shaped your understanding of patriotism, civic responsibility, and what it means to be an engaged American citizen. 

4.  Community Impact & Service
Describe a time when you made a positive impact in your school, family, or community through service, leadership, or support of others. What motivated you to help, what challenges did you encounter, and what did you learn from the experience? 

5.  Challenge & Resilience
Describe a significant challenge, obstacle, or setback you have faced in your life. How did you respond to the situation, what strengths or support systems helped you overcome it, and what did the experience teach you about yourself and your future goals? 

6.  Life on the Border / Unique Perspective
How has growing up in the Laredo/Nuevo Laredo border region influenced your perspective on culture, community, opportunity, patriotism, or identity? Describe how your experiences living in a border community have shaped your understanding of the world and your role within it.


For more information about Close Up visit:
https://www.closeup.org/high-school/high-school-programs/washington-dc/
2

