


West Penn Trolley Crossing Trestle at Bowest

West Penn Trolley crossing frestle at Bowest (Dunbar, PA)







Trolley in Connellsville Going to West Penn Terminal
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Trolley in South Connelisville
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Postcard of the West Penn Trolley Terminal in Uniontown
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West Penn Railways Wooden Interurban #616
Taken July, 1946 in Connelisville, PA
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Trolley #734 in Connelisville
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West Penn Trolley in Fairchance, PA




West Penn Trolley #305...Where?







West Penn Railways Trolley #606 or #608...Where
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Inside Trolley or Train? Circa 1900




Trolley at Bottom of Brick Hill on Last Day of Service
Picture Taken from the National Geographic Magazine







Trolley #719 in Dunbar
From Mary Ryan, Exiting Trolley




Taking Up the Trolley Tracks
From Mary Ryan




Trolley on Brick Hill with Bixler House at Top Right










Trolley #712 at Bowest Over WM Tracks




Bowest Buildings as Trolley Passes Over WM




Another View of Trolley at Bowest
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West Penn Trolley at Bottom of Church Hill Crossing




Consolidated Electric Freight Car
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Other maps showing West Penn lipes within several
cities served, considered for use in this bulletin, could
net be pared in time. Instesd, it is planned to in-
clude apd others in = supplemental bulletin tc be
published in the future. Those intereated ip this or octher
publicaticons of thes Pittsburgh Electric Ra Club, or
in the club itself, should contact R.H, Brown, Stanford
Avenus, West View, Flttsburgh 29, Pa.
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Last Trolley Ride...Special Dunbar Charter




News
Clip
Of
Last
Trolley
Ride
In
Dunbar

The Old Familiar Street Car Makes Its Final Run

wEvening Standard Photo
Dunbar people are shown above with their “coffin” as they arrived in Uniontown aboard the special car they chartered Saturday
night for “one last trolley ride.” In the front row are Paul Uhal, George Trimbath, Max Martin, Joe Miller, Wayne Watson, Gerardo |

Rossi and J. T. Burhans. ;
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James Cupp, Last Trolley Car Operator in Dunbar

Evening Standard Photo

last scheduled West Penn street
shown ahove a

ird
car Saturday
st ghonsn il t the controls

ight was James Cupp of Uniontown,




James Cupp
Operates the
Last Trolley
Ride In
Connellsville
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Seven Trolley Operators Converted to Bus Urivers.
L-R: H.A.Parks, L.L. George, E.E. Miller, H.A. Morrison,
W.G. Harford (Superintendent of Transportation), E.R. Kooser, P.H. Harford,
M.K. Bosley, Reid, Kuhns (Mechanic), S.J. Witt (Super. of Shops),
R.W. Eicher (Ass't. Super. of Transportation), and Railways VP Daniel Durie

[“WEST PENN
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YOL. XXXI No. 2 FEB. 1950

Seven Trolley
Operators
Converted to
Bus Drivers



By Jerry Storey
FOR THE TRIBUNE-REVIEW

“It was a real ride, wasn't it ... up
and down and sideways?” Kirk Fos-
ter asked enthusiastically. ;

Foster wasn’t talking about a

roller coaster at Kennywood, but
about the thrill of riding a trolley
over the rolling landscape of south-
western Pennsylvania.

The local historian presented his
streetcar program at the monthly
gathering of the Fayette County
Historical Society last week.

For more than half a century, ,*
electric trolleys linked the area’s /

cities, towns, and patches. West
Penn Power combined 13 indepen-
dent %ﬂeratora into one system in
1917. The system's track ran for 330

j

miles in three different territories: .

the Coke Region lines serving
Fayette and Westmoreland coun-

» ties, the Allegheny Valley lines,

. and the Wheeling, W.Va., lines.

By making transfers, it was pos-

- sible for one to travel from Union-

‘town to Pittsburgh by streetcar,
although Foster noted that the trip

: took about five hours.

. The interurban streetcars were
capable of attaining speeds of up to
70 mph, but rarely exceeded 17 mph
because of the frequency of stops,

b Foster said.

. Foster showed just how utilitari-
an streetcars were with a series of
slides on everything from party

' trolleys to a trolley hearse. Trestles
of dizzying height and winding
country rails were also highlight-

" Frank Mills of Perry was partic-

“ularly interested in a slide that

- showed West Penn streetcar No.

.711. The crowd broke into loud

' applause when Mills revealed that
. 711 was one of the very cars that he
* operated as a motorman from 1916
- to 1926.

« In response to Foster’s question

' on whether he would like to tell the
crowd anything about streetcars,

Former motorman Frank Mills looks like he could still take the participants
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"1 Fayette County Historical Society. |

b,
by

.ing Monday's presentation was |
nearly as large, as more than 100 |
_streetcar enthusiasts jammed into |

Ta Uninntown_lerary meeling‘

room.

. “Trolley cars have a very loyal
and devoted following,” said |
Franklin LaCava, president of the |
 LaCava attributed the program'’s |
‘ popularity to “more than just nos- |
.talgia,” since many.of those attend- |

~ing weren't born'when the last |

l
15

itreetc:

rolled outoftown. * |
)% Uniontown resident Larry
: has memories of the |

1 , 49,

Hend of the era.-As a 4-year-old,

I’

‘Harshman says he sat on the lap of

*his grandfather, P.H. Harford, as |
}E.'_tho motorman rolled his trolley |
|

“into the Uniontown terminal.
Harshman said he was too small |

-~ at the time to activate the bell on

at a recent program on streetcars for a ride

Mills said: “I could tell you a whole
lot.” Mills, who will be 106 years
old in April, has vivid memories of
his days as a motorman. Before the
program, he reminisced about sam-
pling the ice cream he delivered by
trolley in the summer and of bitter
cold winter days on the tracks
when the temperature dipped to 18
degrees below zero.

now the location of the Laurel Busi-
ness Institute, on Aug. 9, 1852.
Local lore has it that a crowd of
5,000 saw the trolley off. ¥ %
It seemed like the crowd attend-

He told of a tragic accident near §

Brownsville where he hit a man
lying on the tracks. Mills said that
visibility that day was reduced, not
by a morning fog, but by the smoke
from a bank of coke ovens.

He emphatically agreed with
Foster that once the motorman
stepped on the streetcar’s foot-oper-
ated bell, “somebody had to move."”
While they were no mateh for
streetcars in one-on-one encoun-
ters, the increasing popularity of
personal automobiles did the trol-
leys in after World War II.

The last local streetcar left the
Uniontown West Penn terminal

his own, but that his grandfather |
bounced him up and down so he |
could ring it. i

Foster isn’t sure why the street-
car program, which he has given
on a number of occasions, attracted
such a large turnout last week. '

“I always had a fascination with ‘
them,” he says.

The Uniontown streetcar barn, shown here in the early 1920s
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The Last Trolley Ride on the 42-Year-Old Uniontown-Brownsville Line
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By WAL STOREY,
Evening Standard Staff
Correspondent

Rand  musie, fireworks
monkeyshines™ saluted the
an era Saturday night, as the
ast street car rolled through this
istriet.
Buses of the nev  Favette Coach
nes took cver yesterday on the |
niontown - Connellsville - Greens
rg run—main line and last.re
ining trolley route of the West
enn Railways company.
A royal reception was waiting |
hen the last scheduled ear ¢No.
00y arrived in Connellsville at
1:30 p. m. Saturday, under the ex-
pert guidance of Motorman James
Cupp of Uriontown
iMr. Cupp saw his car safely
ta the carbarn here, and at that
moment went inte retirement, 36
years of faithful trolley service
hehind him )
A crowd of 5000 turned out in
annellsville 1o watch Malinara's
nd and a large delegation of eivie
ders escort the last car i the
erminal. Fireworks shot inte the
jr and the street car set off a
jes of track torpedoes placed so
osely together that it sounded
Imost like one continuous explo-
ion. A “Farewell” sign lit up as
he trolley passed.
Daniel Durie, viee president and
manager of West Penn
led the group aboard for

o g0 that the company
put en twe “speciale”
trayelers  wore

All the vay to Uniontown, tor-
P sharp bange  and
louds of «moke into the air, auto

rns hlared at every crossing. and

ise-makers’ in the passengers’
nds combined with the trolley

imes, a hystander darted out to
k the rope, pull the trolley off
he overhead wire and bring the
r tn a stop Pt
iFarlier in the evening, Dun-
bar people had chartered a spe-
cial ear for their own “last ride.”
Led by an impromptu band, they
snake-dancec through the Union:
town fterm carrying & coffin
label So Long, West Penn
Trol “pallbearers wore
swallo 1 eats.)
Only a small crowd was on hand
here when the last car rolled in,
melime atter 1 a. m.- and only
about a dozen people took the op-
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WEST PENN NEWS

The Last Trolley Ride on the 42-Year-Old Uniontown-Brownsville Line
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West Penn Railway Car #294 at End of Line in
South Connellsville on May 28, 1951




West Penn Car #832 at Car Barn in Connellsville
On August 9, 1952
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A trainman was injured fatal-
ly while another operator and at
least five passengers were less
seriously hurt in the collision of|, .
two trolley cars of the West Penn
Railways Company at about 10
o'clock Tuesday night at the Bit-
ner siding on the Connellsville-|
Uniontown route through Juniata,
Elm Grove and Phillips.

Henry S. Martz, 67 years old,
of Bellview, near Coalbrook, one
trolley trainman, died at 2:30 o-
clock this morning at Connells-
ville State Hospital of injuries
suffered in the crash. Both legs
were amputated, his left arm
broken and his body otherwise
generally bruised.

Adam Fogle of Wheeler, oper-
ator of the other car, suffered cuts |
and bruises. I

Three patients, who were ad-
mitted to Connellsville State Hos-:
pital for treatment and where;
their condition was described as!

. fair, were:

Mrs. Carrie Kelley, 60, of Lei-
senring, injury to left leg. .
Mrs. Thelma Beeson, 37, 3028
Banksville avenue, Pittsburgh, in-

jury to left leg and right ankle.

Miss Emma Lou Welling, 17,
Bitner, injury to head and both
hips.

Taken to Uniontown Hospital

 where her condition was reported
as “good” was:

Miss Marian Johnson, 19, Bit-
ner, brush burns and lacerations
of shoulder.

A Mrs. Cramer of West Craig
street, Uniontown, was reported
to have suffered bruises and lacer-
ations which did not require hos-
pitalization,

Mrs. Beeson had been visiting
her mother, Mrs. Kelley, and the
two spent Tuesday afternoon at
Uniontown and were returning to
the Kelley home when the a
dent occurred.

West Penn Railway officials
were making a thorough investi-
gation into the accident, one of
the first in many years which has
resulted in a fatality.

According to company officials,
Martz was traveling toward Con-
nellsville while Fogle was going
toward Uniontown. The two

~trolleys ‘were to have passed at
“the Bitner siding.
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For some unexplainabie reason,

possibly because of faulty brakes,
ol cials said, Fogle was unable to
bring his car to a stop at the sid-
ing where he was to have changed
the signal lights. As the car sped|
through the siding, it plunged|’
practically headon into Martz'
trolley which was pulling into|
the siding from the other direc-|
tion, it was stated after a prelim- |
inary investigation. 7

The two street cars were bad-
ly damaged~ as - they collided,
Martz sustaining mortal wounds |'
when he lost both legs, among|
other injuries. All passengers on|
the two cars were shaken up by |
1" » impact and some were cut by
glass that was shattered.

Both operators are veterans of
many years of service. Martz
entered the West Penn employ
April 19, 1904. He is survived
by his widow, Mrs. Ruth Martz,
and two daughters, Mary Han-
nah and Wilma. :

The body was removed to the
Charles A. McCormick funeral: |
parlors in South Pittsburg nreet.l :

C _
TALLY INJURED
BITNER SIDING

TZ FUNERAL

The funeral service for Henryl
S. Martz, West Penn Rallwny:]
trainman, who died Wednesday
morning at Connellsville State
Hospital of injuries received
when cars collided at the Bitner
crossing, will be held at 2:30]
o'clock Saturday afternoon at the

Charles A. McCormick funeral||
|home, South Pittsburg street. ||

Rev. Harry R. Roach, pastor of|!

!|the First Presbyterian Church,
will officiate. Burial will be in
Green Ridge Memorial Park. .

Mr. Martz, a West Penn vet-
10,

eran, was born September
1878, in Southhampton township,

Somerset county, a son of the
late Simon G., and Hannah Stouf-

|fer Martz. From 1898 to 1904 he

taught school in Somerset and
Westmoreland counties. He en-
tered the employe of the West
Penn April 18, 1904, and was one |
of the most widely known men of |,
the West Penn system. On Oc-
tober 13, 1925, he was married to

‘|Miss Ruth Nemon, daughter of

‘|Mrs. Mary Nemon of East Pat
‘| terson avenue and the late Charles |-

‘| Pinkerton

Nemon of Dunbar. He was a
member of the First Presbyter-
ian Church. Besides his wife, he

|is survived by two daughters,||

Mary Hannah, a student at the
Secretarial  Sthool,
Pittsburgh, and Wilma, at home,
and a brother Alvey Martz of|
Poplar Grove. i b

The body was removed this af-
ternoon to the funeral home
where it may be viewed until the |
hogr ui tne service.







Those sweet
streetfcars!

Passengers board West
Penn Railways in
Connellsville, for a trip to
Dawson / Vanderbilt —
one of the streetcar
system’s final runs in
January 1951. At front is
motorman Grant McMa-
nus, according to Connells-
ville history buff Bill Bals-
ley, who provided today’s
glimpse into Fay-West’'s
past. Readers too young fo
remember West Penn
Railways’ heyday may be
interested to know the
streetcar’'s main passen-
ger terminal was where
Scottdale Bank and Trust
Co.’s Connelisville Branch
Office is now located —
along South Arch Street.
The Dawson / Vanderbilt
line saw its last trip Jan.
20, 1951. The streetcars
were the area’s main sour-







West Penn Trolleys
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