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Travis Rutland and his son 
Mark, the newest face on 
the Global Servants team.

From The President /

BY TRAVIS RUTLAND

 
The Hinges of Life

 
A life-altering moment that reframed faith, family, and calling

On January 11, 2026, I had just 
finished preaching on a Sunday 
morning at Liberty Square. I was 
removing my microphone and 
gathering my stuff when I suddenly 

had an intense pain in my chest. At first, I thought 
it was just heart burn or something minor. 
However, that pain quickly spread down my left 
arm and then my left hand went numb.

Courtney was sick that day and my parents 
were out of town on vacation. However, our oldest 
son, Mark, and his wife, Katie were at church. 
Some of their mail had come to our house over 
the weekend and Katie followed me to my office 
to retrieve it. That walk from the sanctuary to my 
office was the longest of my life. I could feel myself 
getting weaker and more tired with every step. By 
the time we reached my office, I had to sit down. 
For a moment, I thought I might just drive home 
and take a nap since Courtney was already there. 
Instead, I attempted to listen to what my body 
was saying. I quickly came to the sobering reality 
that I was having a heart attack. I told Katie what 
I thought was wrong and she and Mark drove me 
to the hospital. I went straight to the ER and the 
doctors and nurses almost immediately diagnosed 
that my suspicions were a reality. I was having a 
heart attack.

I was quickly wheeled into Cath Lab 2 and the 
doctors installed a stent in my main front artery. 
After the procedure, the doctor told me that the 
artery had been 100% blocked and that if I had 
gone home to nap, I would have died. He told me 
that this type of blockage is “the widow maker.” I 
was wheeled into a room in the ICU for recovery 
and I looked at the clock on the wall. It was 2:15pm. 
I had finished my sermon 2 hours previously! The 
idea that so much of my life and ministry could 

change in 2 hours was shocking. In that moment, 
I became a heart attack survivor whose new reality 
consisted of cardiac rehab 3 times a week and a 
cocktail of 7 different medications taken daily.

There are moments in the history of humanity 
that change on a single decision or “hinge.” A 
ruler makes this decision or an army fights this 
consequential battle and everything changes. There 
are also hinges in each of our lives. Moments 
that begin very normal and ordinary but change 
everything.

January 11, 2026, was just such a hinge for me. 
The days since that day have been difficult in certain 
ways. Every twinge in my chest is now worrisome. I 
had no previous symptoms or problems. I literally 
had no idea that anything was wrong. So, those 
concerning thoughts remain in the back of your 
mind. I did not know anything was wrong the last 
time. How will I know if anything is wrong the 
next time? Am I really getting better? Is my heart 
function returning? I am not obsessed with these 
thoughts but they definitely flitter at the corners 
of my mind.

However, there are other different thoughts 
that now parade themselves through my mind. 
These are more positive and the ones that I choose 
to focus on. I want to be a better husband and 
father. In those moments in hospitals, you realize 
what is important and who is important. How can 
I leave a legacy for my sons to follow? Am I present 
in my life? For example, am I focused on the people 
that matter or am I wasting my hours staring at a 
screen?

The same kind of ideas hold true for Global 
Servants. I have worked at Global Servants for 
almost 30 years and been the president for 8 of 
those years. I have not ever felt lackadaisical or 
complacent towards Global Servants. However, 

Travis Rutland has worked for Global 
Servants since 1997. He currently serves as 
the President of Global Servants. In addition 
to his role at Global Servants, Travis is 
the Lead Pastor at The Church at Liberty 
Square in Cartersville, Georgia. A native 
of Georgia, Travis holds a Bachelor’s degree 
and a Master’s degree from Southeastern 
University. Travis has been married to his 
wife, Courtney, since 1997 and they reside in 
Cartersville, Georgia. They have three sons, 
Mark, Owen and Liam.

I do feel newly invigorated to the task 
ahead. I want to stay focused on finding 
new projects and new people that we can 
help and serve.

In the midst of these last several 
months, we have added a new member to 
the Global Servants team. Our oldest son, 
Mark, went to House of Grace-Thailand 
for the first time last year and he was 
totally transformed by the experience. 
He came home and started talking to me 
about how he could help continue the 
legacy that papa (my dad) had started and 
I have continued. He told me that he felt 
a calling to Global Servants that he had 
never felt before and he wanted to help 
the ministry. I was thrilled to hear this call 
on his life and I was excited to add him 
to the staff at Global Servants. I cannot 
wait to see all that God has for him in the 
future. I believe that in the years to come, 

this moment will be a hinge in Mark’s 
life that he may not fully understand or 
appreciate now.

We will all have multiple “hinge” 
moments throughout our lives. Some will 
be positive and wonderful. Others will 
be scary and difficult. I have learned not 
to run from those hinges but instead to 
embrace all that God is doing. There is a 
wonderful moment in the book The Lord 
of the Rings. One character realizing the 
enormity of a moment that has manifested 
itself in his life reacts with fear and alarm. 
“I wish it need not have happened in my 
time,” said Frodo. “So do I,” said Gandalf, 
“and so do all who live to see such times. 
But that is not for them to decide. All we 
have to decide is what to do with the time 
that is given us.”

I am honored to continue the work 
of Global Servants. I was humbled by all 

your prayers, cards, calls, and visits. I am 
so grateful for all that you do. I do not 
know all that lies ahead for me or Global 
Servants. However, I am committed to 
doing all that I can with the time that is 
given to me. God bless you in all things! 

“            I AM COMMITTED TO DOING 
ALL THAT I CAN WITH THE TIME 
THAT IS GIVEN TO ME.”
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From The Founder /

Her small face and sad, downcast 
eyes will forever be lodged among 
the worst of my memories. Also, 
there is his face, sullen, sneering, 
haughty and not a little dangerous. 

Worst of all was his brazenness. He was not sneaking 
around, whispering in some back alley. He was in 
the hallway of a beautiful international hotel that 
catered to a foreign clientele. He seemed certain that 
I would buy her for the night and acted as if he and 
I were sharing some kind of monstrous, horrifying 
dirty joke. Those two faces, the one drenched in 
miserable, hopeless fear and the other in cocky, 
lethal wickedness. Those two faces are the reason for 
House of Grace–Thailand and Ghana.

Indeed, as we continue to grow and expand 
into new areas of ministry and servanthood under 
Travis’ visionary leadership, that pathetic child and 
that despicable pimp remain the primal motivating 
nightmare. It happened in 1986. Was that really 
forty years ago? Four decades?

I had just checked into my hotel when he 
knocked on the door. It was my first night in 
Thailand. I had landed earlier and the 
plan was to get a good night’s sleep 
and have breakfast the next morning 
with my host, the Thai pastor of a large 
church in Bangkok. He had invited me 
to do an evangelistic crusade in Chiang 
Rai in hopes of planting a church with 
converts. I took a taxi from the airport 
to my hotel and had just started 
unpacking when that fateful knock on 
my door changed everything.

A man and a small girl stood in 
the hall. Her head was down but he 
put his fingers under her chin and 
lifted her face in an obvious invitation 

BY DR. MARK RUTLAND

Aren’t You 
Somebody?
The question that changed everything

Dr. Mark Rutland is the Founder of 
Global Servants. He is a New York Times 
Best Selling author, educator, charismatic 
leader, businessman and a nationally 
recognized figure in Christian higher 
education. Dr. Rutland has been married to 
his wife Alison for more than 55 years now. 
They reside in the greater Atlanta area. For 
more information about Dr. Rutland please 
visit (drmarkrutland.com) and follow him 
on X (@drmarkrutland).

for me to look at her. His first words were shocking 
and unveiled. For $400 American I could have the 
child for the night, her first night with a man, I 
was assured with a lewd smirk. Perhaps the horror 
of child sex trafficking was as well publicized forty 
years ago as it is today. Perhaps, but if it was, I was 
not aware of it. I was shocked and horrified, and I 
threatened to call the police, at which he laughed. 
He mocked me. He threatened me and he dismissed 
me.

“Go in your room, Farang (foreigner). This not 
America. In Thailand, I call cops, not you. I put 
you in prison. I have you killed in prison. Go back 
in your room and shut your mouth. I sell this girl 
before I get to the end of hall and there is nothing 
you can do about it.”

I knew intuitively that he was right, and when 
he shoved me back in the room and slammed 
my own door in my face, I stood there in futile, 
impotent shock. What had just transpired seemed 
unreal, like a ghastly nightmare. I finally recovered 
enough to open the door. What I hoped to do I have 
no idea, but it was futile anyway. They were gone. 

That pimp and that small girl, especially 
the girl, and her tragic eyes haunted my 
sleep that night. They also changed my 
world.

The next morning over breakfast I told 
the Thai pastor about it, fully expecting 
him to share my shock and horror. Instead, 
he was rather blasé. When I expressed my 
disgust, he was defensive and somewhat 
dismissive. He said something like, well, 
it’s a big problem here. In fact, all over 
Southeast Asia. Yes, child prostitution is 
terrible, but it is mostly foreigners who 
come here for that sort of thing. It’s bad 
but... All this was followed by a somewhat 
dismissive shrug.

I was not happy with his apparent 
unconcern. “It’s horrible,” I said. “You 
didn’t see her. It was heart-breaking. 
Somebody should do something. I mean 
it.” Admittedly I was speaking too loudly 
by this time. “It’s not enough to know 
it’s happening. Somebody should do 
something about it?”

He took it for a while, then he pointed 
his finger at my face and said something 
that redirected the major thrust of my life 
and ministry. He said:

I was gob smacked. Dumbstruck is 
more like it. That ended the conversation. 
He and I never spoke of it again. Not once. 
But his words were a slap in my face and 
forty years later, the sting never faded.

When I returned to America I told 
Alison the whole thing. We tumbled 
it around in our minds, occasionally 
discussing it as if we were actually trying to 
figure out what to do. Deep in our hearts 
we knew. There was never any real doubt. 
Our shared ministry, indeed, our whole 
lives were changed and there was no going 
back. We were committed. Somebody had 

to do something. It was as simple as that. 
And we were somebody.

Now... What should we do? That was 
the main question. We knew nothing about 
starting a children’s home. How would we 
pay for it? Who would run it? How would 
we find the girls? How would we decide 
which ones to take in? How many? Where? 
Questions, aplenty. Answers, zero.

We could not wait for the answers 
because we would never have them. We 
finally realized we would never know 
how to start a girl’s home in Thailand. Or 
how to run one. We weren’t even sure of 
the questions let alone the answers. We 
certainly had no idea where the money 
would come from. Or the staff. Or even 
how to find the girls who needed help the 
most. We would never know if it would 
succeed or be an embarrassing disaster. 
Never.

What we could do was start. Just 
that. We began as every journey does 
with the first step. We just started. We 
had no money and no experience with a 
children’s home and no clear plan. We just 
knew God was calling us. We believed He 
would guide and supply. We wondered, of 
course, what would become of it all, but 
we felt compelled to take the first step. 
We were off on another adventure begun 
yet again with ever so little in hand. What 

These girls were some of the first to 
find a home when one man finally 

answered, “I am somebody.”

we did have was the grace of God and one 
devastating question that through all these 
years has never let go of us.

Now in 2026, House of Grace has 
beautiful campuses on two continents. I 
think of the millions of dollars raised and 
spent on land and lawyers and buildings 
and food and clothing and medicine and 
developing strong local leadership to 
run each home. All of it. And especially 
all the hundreds, literally hundreds, of 
precious little girls who have been saved 
for big destinies. Especially them. All of 
it happened because of a God of infinite 
grace and providence and a single question 
over a breakfast in Bangkok. Aren’t you 
somebody? 

“You’re right. Somebody 
should do something. 

Aren’t you somebody?”

©
 Im

ag
e 

cr
ea

te
d 

by
 A

ar
on

 H
ar

t

©
 Im

ag
e 

cr
ea

te
d 

by
 A

ar
on

 H
ar

t |
 1

98
8 

H
ou

se
 o

f G
ra

ce
-Th

ai
la

nd
 /

 P
ho

to
gr

ap
he

r u
nk

no
w

n



How faith, education, and faithful sponsors have helped House of Grace girls 
overcome poverty and step boldly into the futures God prepared for them  
By Fay Inman

From Little Girls to Women of Purpose    

You have often heard that 
education is the best way 
out of poverty. We at 
Global Servants certainly 

believe that it is true. We also believe 
that every child is designed by God 
for a purpose and that traditional 
academic education through the 
university system may not be the 
avenue out of poverty for everyone.

This year at House of Grace 
Ghana, the original ten girls are now 
adults and either enrolled in higher 
education or on track to attend this 
year. They are still under sponsor support 
and will be as long as they are attending 
school. Ninety percent of these young 
women are still sponsored by their original 
supporters, representing over ten years of 
financial and prayerful commitment.

Advocacy /

In Thailand, four young women 
graduated with bachelor’s degrees; two 
graduated from a technical college, and 
one holds a dual enrollment certificate 
from a vocational school alongside her 
high school diploma. Deciding to continue 

Fay Inman is the Advocacy Director at Global 
Servants. With over 30 years of experience as 
an advocate nationally for girls. Fay has been 
married to Kenny for over thirty years, and 
they have two daughters: Kennedy, Gussy and 
grand-baby Ophelia Fay.
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one’s education is a challenge for 
everyone. It is a difficult decision to 
delay the prospect of freedom and 
commit to additional years of study 
and diligence. This choice is even 
heavier when you are the first in 
your family to attend a university, 
often requiring you to live among 
those from different socio-economic 
backgrounds and endure their 
scrutiny.

Now imagine you have lived in 
a group home with over 100 other 
sisters for at least 10 years. You have 

never eaten a meal by yourself. You have 
never walked or ridden a car to school 
alone. You have a team of adults who love 
you unconditionally and tutors on standby 
every afternoon if you have questions. You 
are surrounded by Christians who live a 

lifestyle of putting others first and want the 
best for you.

You come from an extended family 
that is in absolute poverty. You are not 
supported by your biological family in 
your desires for higher education. When 
you were younger, money for your primary 
education was not allocated because of 
your gender.

Making the decision to continue 
your education is not only going into 
uncharted territory, it is like launching out 
into an unknown ocean. The tenacity and 
determination it has taken these young 
women to accomplish so much is truly a 
testimony to their faith in God.

When these girls and many like them 
came to the House of Grace-Thailand over 
the past thirty years, they had no idea what 
God had in store for them. Most of the 
young women graduating have maintained 
the same sponsor family for their entire 
time at the home, from ten to fifteen years. 
The prayers and financial commitment of 
these families have only been matched by 
the hard work of the girls themselves.  The 
relationships that have formed through 
letters, cards, videos, and in some instances, 
trips to Thailand have cemented the bond 
of sponsor and child. The prayers that have 
passed between them have been for support 
both ways. These families have experienced 

marriages, births, deaths, health crises, and 
significant life changes on both sides of 
the world. Prayers for healing, restoration, 
commitment, and purpose have passed 
between these international families, and 
the answers to those prayers celebrated.

We are grateful to every person who 
has made the commitment to save little 
girls for big destinies, because through 
the years, these little girls have grown into 
godly women of purpose and promise, who 
will make a difference in the world around 
them. You have made a way when the world 
tried to convince them there was not one. 
You have loved a person you may never 
meet and changed her life forever. Many of 

the House of Grace alumnae give back to 
the home regularly. This act of generosity 
was demonstrated through your love for 
them. Thank you, and congratulations to 
all the girls and their accomplishments! 
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SPONSOR A GIRL. CHANGE HER FUTURE.

She’s ready to learn.
Help her journey begin.

Through love, education, and discipleship, 
House of Grace gives at-risk girls a fresh start—

a safe place where dreams can grow and hope can shine.

SCAN TO SPONSOR

TO OUR UNIVERSITY, VOCATIONAL 
& HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

GHANA MATRICULATION
Please pray for these women of God as they begin their college journey.
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How one well in Larabanga is breaking barriers and building bridges for the Gospel 
in Northern Ghana  
By Dr. Dan Odarno

  
Water Without Walls    

From The West Africa National Director /

In the Gospel of John chapter 4, 
Jesus breaks social, racial and 
gender barriers by speaking to 
a Samaritan woman at Jacob’s 
Well in Sychar. He offers her 

“living water” that leads to eternal life, 
reveals her past, identifies Himself as the 
Messiah and teaches that true worship is 
not confined to a specific location but 
must be in spirit and in truth. When the 
Samaritan woman came to draw water, 
Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a 
drink?” (His disciples had gone into 
town to buy food.) He later told her, 
“If you knew the gift of God and who 
it is that asks you for a drink, you would 
have asked Him and He would have 
given you living water.”

This passage is one of my favorite 
scriptures. Although the Samaritan 
woman did not initially know who 
Jesus was, she engaged in an open and 
honest conversation with Him. She 

freely expressed her thoughts and, in 
the end, became an evangelist to her 
entire community. Water drawn from 
Abraham’s centuries-old well became the 
meeting point of grace and revelation 
that day.

Similarly, the town of Larabanga, 
located in the West Gonja District of 
the Savannah Region of Ghana, is home 
to notable landmarks such as Mole 
National Park, the Larabanga Mystery 
Stone, and the Larabanga Ancient 
Mosque considered the oldest mosque 
in Ghana and one of the oldest in West 
Africa, dating back to 1421 and built 
in the traditional Sudanese mud-and-
stick style construction. Visitors to the 
national park often have the opportunity 
to explore these historic sites.

Teams from Global Servants have 
visited the park several times. However, 
during a team visit from Shorter 
University in March 2024, we had 

extra time and decided to walk from 
the Ancient Mosque to the site of the 
Mystery Stone. Along the way, we saw 
women carrying pans of water. Some 
members of the visiting team asked 
our tour guide, Mohammed, whether 
the village had challenges accessing 
water. His response was concerning. 
The community faced perennial water 
shortages from the only stream that 
runs through the village. Attempts to 
sink a standard borehole had proven 
ineffective due to the nature of the soil. 
A mechanized borehole was identified 
as the most sustainable solution to this 
ongoing problem.

Recognizing that the presence 
of the Ancient Mosque reflected a 
predominantly Muslim population, we 
respectfully asked Mohammed whether 
the town’s leaders would permit us to 
construct a well for the community, 
as this aligns with our mission. After 

consultations with the elders, we were 
granted approval to proceed. Although 
there were one or two existing wells in 
the village, they were reserved solely for 
Muslim ritual ablution before prayers. 
Occasionally, a water truck arrives to 
supply residents, who then carry water 
back to their homes, providing an 
important supplement to the limited 
wells. In response, Global Servants aimed 
to provide an unrestricted water source 
accessible to the entire community, 
specifically for household use. As Global 
Servants’ President Travis Rutland often 
quotes John Wesley: “Do all the good 
you can, for all the people you can, for 
as long as you can.”

Previously, Global Servants 
constructed a sanitation unit for 
another village in northern Ghana. 
Upon completion, the chief instructed 
our pastor to inquire whether non-

Christians would be permitted to 
use the facility. When asked, Travis 
gave a firm and immediate “Yes.” It is 
noteworthy that after this message was 
communicated through the chief, he 
and nearly all the village elders attended 
church the following Sunday to express 
their appreciation. Subsequently, we 
received a request to build a personalized 
sanitation unit exclusively for the chief.

Today, the town of Larabanga is 
blessed by this act of kindness. As the 
first Christian organization to donate 
a well to a predominantly Muslim 
community without any restrictions on 
its use, Global Servants has demonstrated 
Christ’s love through action. With an 
estimated population of approximately 
5,000 people, every resident of 
Larabanga now has equal access to clean 
water from the well.

Just as the Samaritan woman 
experienced the transforming love of 
Jesus at the well, the joy and relief felt 
by the people of Larabanga as they 

draw water from the well donated by 
Global Servants reflect that same spirit 
of compassion, unity, and grace. Though 
there is no church in this community, 
we trust the Lord will use this well, 
in His timing, to open hearts and 
create opportunities for the Gospel in 
Larabanga. 

Dr. Daniel Odarno serves as Global 
Servants’ West Africa National Director, 
providing leadership for Trinity Foundation 
Ministry, House of Grace–Ghana, and Trinity 
Foundation School. He graduated from the 
University of Cape Coast with a Bachelor 
of Science Degree in Agriculture, holds an 
Executive Master of Business Administration 
(EMBA) from the Paris Graduate School of 
Management, France, and earned a PhD 
in Strategic Management from Philippine 
Christian University. Daniel has been 
married to his wife, Sandra, since 2010, and 
they have three children: Samuel, Ohenewa, 
and Obiribea.

“            WE TRUST THE LORD WILL 
USE THIS WELL, IN HIS TIMING, 

TO OPEN HEARTS AND CREATE 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE 
GOSPEL IN LARABANGA.”
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came from homes that were broken 
and could not provide for their needs. 
Through the grace of our Lord, I had 
the honor and blessing of sponsoring 
three of these girls. As I have watched 
these girls grow into young ladies, I have 
seen them blossom from shy children 
to confident ladies who know they 
are loved by Jesus and so many others. 
These ladies know they have value and 
worth in Christ and have a future and a 
hope. Their self-worth and confidence 
have grown, and their lives have been 
changed. Most importantly, these girls 
have been raised to be Godly women.

It is an honor and blessing to be 
celebrating that all ten of the original 
House of Grace-Ghana girls are now 
entering into higher education. I am 

Sponsor Spotlight /

How God transformed one woman’s longing for motherhood into a lasting legacy 
through three girls at House of Grace–Ghana 
By Dr. Heather Gill

A Mother’s Dream, Redeemed

As a little girl I dreamed 
of becoming a wife and a 
mother.  One of my sisters 
and I “played house” with 

baby dolls into our adolescent years. 
We lived in the country and would play 
for hours outside with our kitchen and 
strollers and cribs. I loved the thought 
of being a mother. As I entered my 
thirties, I still was not married and had 
no children. I grieved the loss of my 
dream, surrendered to God’s will, and 
realized He was fulfilling my dream of 
motherhood according to His plan and 
not my conventional plan.

In 2011, Trinity Foundation built 
House of Grace-Ghana. At this time, 
ten young girls were chosen to come 
live at the House of Grace. These girls 

thankful that God has opened the door 
for each of these ladies to graduate from 
high school and enter a new chapter in 
their life. Higher education changes 
the trajectory of an individual’s life and 
of future generations. I am so excited 
to watch as God continues to write 
the story of each of my girls. I pray 
these ladies would excel and exceed all 
expectations as they trust in God for 
their future.

As I look back over my years of 
sponsorship, my prayer has always been 
that God would show my daughters 
how much He loves them and how 
precious they are in His eyes. He has 
answered that prayer over and over. 
This journey is a reflection of what Jesus 
does in each of our lives. He takes the 

broken and restores them and 
makes something beautiful in 
His timing and plans. It has 
been a pleasure and blessing to 
partner with House of Grace. 
Over the years, I have received 
frequent updates, school reports, 
pictures, and handwritten notes 
that I treasure. I thank God for 
taking a broken dream in my eyes 
and creating a beautiful story and 
allowing me to be a mother to 
these young  ladies. To God be the 
glory!

Join Me in This Journey

Sponsoring girls at House of 
Grace–Ghana through Global Servants 
has been one of the greatest blessings of 
my life. If God is stirring your heart, 
I encourage you to begin your own 
sponsorship journey—supporting and 
encouraging a girl as she grows and 
discovers her God-given worth. Visit 
GlobalServants.org or reach out to 
Fay  Inman at fay@globalservants.org 

In a country where opportunity is 
often shaped by access, mobility plays 
a quiet but powerful role in daily life. 

In Ghana, women make up 50.06% of 
the population as of 2024, according 
to the World Bank collection of 
development indicators, compiled from 
officially recognized sources. Yet access 
to vehicles remains limited. Looking at 
the auto market in Ghana, the number 
of new and used autos owned is around 
890,000 vehicles. With a population of 
28 million, Ghana’s auto penetration 
rate is roughly 3%, about the same as the 
average for sub-Saharan Africa.

Men tend to hit the road more often 
than women. Studies by transportation 
agencies show men rack up more miles 
each year and spend more time behind 
the wheel. For many women in Ghana, 
the opportunity to learn to drive has 
historically been limited, often delayed 
until adulthood when they are financially 
able to purchase a vehicle. In many cases, 
women working in corporate settings 

Dr. Heather Gill is 
a Veterinarian and the 

Medical Lead at Cedar 
Animal Hospital in Richmond 

Hill, Georgia. A dedicated member of the team 
since 1999, she is passionate about supporting 
her clients and providing exceptional care to 
her patients. Dr. Gill also serves on the Board 
of Directors for Global Servants. Outside of 
the clinic, she enjoys traveling, visiting the 
beach, and spending time on her family farm. 
She resides in Richmond Hill, Georgia.

Juliana’s Road to 
Opportunity

take out loans to acquire cars before 
they have even had the opportunity to 
develop driving skills.

When Juliana was on summer break 
during her second year in college, she 
undertook a compulsory industrial 
attachment at the Department of Social 
Welfare at Oforikrom in Kumasi. 
This season became a turning point. 
With new responsibilities and greater 
independence, she embraced the 
opportunity to learn how to drive—an 
investment not only in her present needs 
but in her future potential.

Today, that skill represents far 
more than transportation. As House of 
Grace-Ghana continues to grow, with 
girls attending secondary schools and 
universities across the country, mobility 
has become a vital part of leadership and 
service. Juliana’s determination reflects 
a broader shift: young women stepping 
forward, gaining practical skills, and 
expanding what is possible for themselves 
and others.

In a country where access to vehicles 
remains limited and driving opportunities 
for women are still emerging, each new 

driver represents progress. For Juliana 
and many like her, the road is no longer 
just a path to get somewhere—it is a 
pathway to independence, confidence, 
and opportunity.

to learn how to sponsor a girl at House 
of Grace–Ghana or House of Grace–
Thailand and get started. Together, 
we can help write the next chapter in 
their stories and watch God do amazing 
things in their lives. 
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Scan to Learn More

globalservants.org/planned-giving

P lanned Giving
Leave a Lasting Legacy, Change the World.

Gifts in Your Will & Trusts
Create a Lasting Legacy.

Charitable Gift Annuities
Income for Life.

Beneficiary Designations
Simple & Meaningful.

Stock & IRA Giving
Smart Ways to Give.

Make a Difference for God’s Kingdom.

Install Once. Access Anytime. 
Add the WebApp to Your Home Screen for Easy Access.

Receive FREE content every month + email updates, special offers and promotions. 
Explore additional messages and resources anytime. All proceeds support the ministry of Global Servants.

The current Dr. Mark Rutland Mobile App will remain available through April 2026. 

Experience Dr. Mark Rutland’s New WebApp!
Stay Connected. Be Inspired.

App-Like Experience
All Content in One Place
Exclusive Mobile Content

Start Each Month with
Free Content!

Join here: drmarkrutland.com/webapp

Leader’s Notebook Podcast
New Content Added Regularly
Always Up-to-Date

● 
● 
●

● 
● 
●

iPhone: In Safari, tap the Share icon        then “Add to Home Screen” 
Android: In Chrome, tap the 3-dot menu      then “Add to Home Screen” 

……

Scan to Get 
Started
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Listen on Apple Podcasts & Spotify

Launching May 1st

NEW SERMONS 
WEEKLY

Biblical preaching.
Practical application.
Christ-centered truth.
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discipling people, resulting in changed 
lives throughout the community.

Peter has continued to have a heart 
for God and for people. His children 
have grown up, and one is now a preacher 
and teacher, while another has become a 
physician. The entire family continues to 
be a blessing to those around them and 
remains deeply involved in serving their 
community. This past year Peter shared 
with us the need for a bus so that he 
could continue to reach out to those that 
were finding it difficult to get to church. 
Also, when they had evening services 
and activities it would make it possible 
to help get the children and the elderly 
safely home. So, this past Giving Tuesday 
we decided to make the purchase of that 
bus as our project. He had already raised 
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A 20-year journey of faith, partnership, and transformed lives in Duasi, Ghana
By Ronny Brannen

From a Hilltop Vision to a Thriving Church    

Ministry Update /

More than 20 years ago 
I was able to make my 
first trip to Ghana, West 
Africa. It was then that I 

met a young pastor and his wife, Peter 
and Gifty Antwi and their small boys. 
Peter was called to the village of Duasi, 
near the city of Kumasi, and he wanted 
to build a church there. He had a heart 
for sharing the gospel and seeing people 
saved, delivered, and brought into the 
Kingdom of God. While there, we held 
an outdoor crusade in the middle of 
that village and pointed to a spot up 
on a hill where he wanted to build his 
church. It was a great day as he and I 
walked through the village stopping at 
homes and businesses inviting people to 
come to the crusade that night. I spoke, 
Peter interpreted, and God moved in 
that place. We also shared in the vision 
of a church being planted on that hill 
overlooking this little village.

Ronny Brannen is the Executive Director 
at Global Servants. He is a retired Pastor 
of  over 40 years, and the past Chair on 
the Board of Directors for Global Servants. 
Ronny holds an Associate of Arts degree from 
Reinhardt College, a Bachelor’s degree from 
Georgia State University, and a Master’s of 
Divinity degree from Emory University. He 
has been married to his wife, Darlene, since 
1978 and they have two daughters and five 
grandchildren.

The church I was pastoring in Georgia 
sent money to help build that church, and 
Peter and his family immediately went to 
work with faith and determination. They 
invested long days and steady effort to 

see the vision become reality. When the 
building was finished, I had the privilege 
of returning to Ghana and preaching the 
dedication service that Sunday in July 
2008. It was a joyful and unforgettable 
time of worship, gratitude, and testimony 
as we saw what God had done. Dr. 
Rutland, Travis Rutland, Sammy Odarno 
and I were there together to celebrate with 
this new and growing congregation, and 
the excitement and hope surrounding that 
day were unmistakable.

As we fast forward to 2022, I was able 
to return and the growth was amazing. 
Several new buildings have been added 
since my earlier visit. In addition to 
expanding the sanctuary, they built a 
pastor’s home, a children’s building, a small 
on-site guard house and sanitation stations 
for the church and the surrounding 
village. The entire area has experienced 
significant growth, and Pastor Peter 
continues faithfully sharing the gospel and 

$15,000 within the church and he needed 
$20,000 more to be able to purchase the 
bus and YOU DID IT! I cannot thank you 
enough for your generosity and for what 
it will mean in the life of this church and 
in the many lives it will touch through 
ongoing outreach and ministry. Because of 
your giving, more people will be reached, 
more families will be served, and more 
individuals will have the opportunity to 
hear the gospel and be connected to a 
caring church community. There will be 
those in heaven that you helped get there. 
Also, enough money was raised over the 
$20,000 mark for us to dig another well in 
a village in Ghana.

Again, you are making a huge 
difference in the lives of others, and we 
at Global Servants are deeply grateful for 
your faithful support. Your generosity 
continues to strengthen this work and 
encourage those serving on the ground. 
You truly amaze us, and the impact of your 
giving will continue to bless many more 
people in the days ahead. 

A 50-YEAR 
MILESTONE 

AHEAD

In 2017, Global Servants 
celebrated 40 years of 

ministry, and Dr. Mark 
and Alison Rutland
celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary.

In 2027, Global Servants 
will celebrate 50 years of 
ministry—five decades of 
faithful work around the 

world.

More details will be shared 
about this exciting event in 

the months ahead.

Now, another milestone is on 
the horizon.
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Pastor Peter Antwi dedicating 
the new bus with oil.



30 Curtis Court, Suite 300
Cartersville, GA 30120
Toll-Free: (888) 823-8772
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