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Hopewell Fund Form 990 Schedule I - Grant to Global Impact ($18,446,580)



Lewis & Clark County CTCL Grant ($215,000) - KTVH, October 2020



Caitie (Osborne) Butler - LinkedIn Profile (MT Nonpartisan Courts / MT Election Reform)



Three Committees - Shared Officers Analysis (Conservatives4MT / Big Sky FG / Treasure State)















GISWF Form 990, Schedule I — $2,000,000 Grant to Western Futures Fund Inc.

Source: ProPublica Nonprofit Explorer, Global Impact Social Welfare Foundation



Global Impact Ventures — Unified Family of Brands

Source: Global Impact Ventures website (globalimpactventures.org)



Audrey McCue — Lewis and Clark County Elections Department Supervisor

Source: Montana Free Press



Montana Free Press Board of Directors

Source: Montana Free Press website



Montana Free Press — Major Support Provided By (2024)

Source: Montana Free Press website



House Bill 838: Allow supreme court justices to
use partisan affiliation

Sponsor:  Brandon Ler R Savage / HD 33 | Requester: Steve Fitzpatrick

📃 BILL TEXT

Available here

💵 FISCAL NOTE

None on file

🏛 LEGAL NOTE

None on file

🖍 PROPOSED
AMENDMENTS

None on file

See also: The official bill page.

Expert reporting and insight from the
Montana Capitol, emailed Thursdays.

👉 SIGN UP HERE

Legislative actions

Showing major bill actions only.  See all.

Date Action

Mar 18 Introduced

Mar 19 Referred to Committee

Mar 19 First Reading

Mar 25 Hearing
👥 House Judiciary

Mar 28 Committee Executive Action--Bill Passed
👥 House Judiciary

✅ 12-8 R 12-0 D 0-8

✅ PROPOSED

Introduced
Mar 18

✅ 1ST CMTE.

Advanced
Mar 29

❌ HOUSE

Failed in
House
May 20

⚪️ SENATE ⚪️ GOV.

How bills move through the Legislature

https://projects.montanafreepress.org/capitol-tracker-2025/lawmakers/Brandon-Ler/
https://projects.montanafreepress.org/capitol-tracker-2025/lawmakers/Brandon-Ler/
https://projects.montanafreepress.org/capitol-tracker-2025/lawmakers/Brandon-Ler/
https://projects.montanafreepress.org/capitol-tracker-2025/lawmakers/Brandon-Ler/
https://projects.montanafreepress.org/capitol-tracker-2025/bills/bill-text/hb-838/
https://bills.legmt.gov/#/laws/bill/2/LC2372?open_tab=sum
https://montanafreepress.org/newsletters-sign-up/


Date Action

▸ Show full vote breakdown

Mar 29 Committee Report--Bill Passed

Apr 7 2nd Reading Not Passed

❌ 46-54 R 46-12 D 0-42

▾ Hide full vote breakdown

REPUBLICANS
Y Eric Albus (Glasgow)
N Brad Barker (Red Lodge)
N David Bedey (Hamilton)
Y Lyn Bennett (Columbia Falls)
N Marta Bertoglio (Clancy)

Y Larry Brewster (Billings)
N Ed Buttrey (Great Falls)
Y Ed Byrne (Bigfork)
Y Curtis Cochran (St Regis)
Y Julie Darling (Helena)

Y Lee Deming (Laurel)
Y Neil Duram (Eureka)
N Sherry Essmann (Billings)
Y Jodee Etchart (Billings)
Y Terry Falk (Kalispell)

Y Paul Fielder (Thompson Falls)
Y Steve Fitzpatrick (Great Falls)
Y John Fitzpatrick (Anaconda)
Y Jane Gillette (Three Forks)
Y Steve Gist (Cascade)

Y Randyn Gregg (White Sulphur Springs)
Y Jedediah Hinkle (Belgrade)
Y Caleb Hinkle (Belgrade)
N Llew Jones (Conrad)
Y Steven Kelly (Kalispell)

Y Shane Klakken (Grass Range)
Y Greg Kmetz (Miles City)
Y Brandon Ler (Savage)
Y Kathy Love (Hamilton)
Y Shannon Maness (Dillon)

Y Bill Mercer (Billings)
Y Tom Millett (Marion)
Y Russ Miner (Stockett)
Y Braxton Mitchell (Columbia Falls)
N Valerie Moore (Plentywood)

DEMOCRATS
N Denise Baum (Billings)
N Mary Caferro (Helena)
N Bob Carter (Missoula)
N Brian Close (Bozeman)
N Jill Cohenour (East Helena)

N Thedis Crowe (Browning)
N Melody Cunningham (Missoula)
N Scott DeMarois (Anaconda)
N Becky Edwards (Bozeman)
N Pete Elverum (Helena)

N Sidney Fitzpatrick (Crow Agency)
N Mike Fox (Hays)
N Tom France (Missoula)
N Shelly Fyant (Arlee)
N Alanah Griffith (Big Sky)

N Donavon Hawk (Butte)
N SJ Howell (Missoula)
N Jamie Isaly (Livingston)
N Denise Joy (Billings)
N Jonathan Karlen (Missoula)

N Connie Keogh (Missoula)
N Kelly Kortum (Bozeman)
N Marc Lee (Butte)
N Jennifer Lynch (Butte)
N Marilyn Marler (Missoula)

N Eric Matthews (Bozeman)
N Luke Muszkiewicz (Helena)
N Debo Powers (Whitefish)
N James Reavis (Billings)
N Melissa Romano (Helena)

N Scott Rosenzweig (Bozeman)
N Tyson Running Wolf (Browning)
N Joshua Seckinger (Bozeman)
N Frank Smith (Poplar)
N Jade Sooktis (Lame Deer)



Date Action
Y Fiona Nave (Columbus)
Y Terry Nelson (Stevensville)
Y Anthony Nicastro (Billings)
Y Nelly Nicol (Billings)
N George Nikolakakos (Great Falls)

N Melissa Nikolakakos (Great Falls)
Y Greg Oblander (Billings)
Y Greg Overstreet (Stevensville)
Y Gary Parry (Colstrip)
Y Amy Regier (Kalispell)

N Linda Reksten (Polson)
Y Jerry Schillinger (Circle)
Y Curtis Schomer (Billings)
Y Lukas Schubert (Kalispell)
Y Kerri Seekins-Crowe (Billings)

Y Tracy Sharp (Polson)
Y Courtenay Sprunger (Kalispell)
Y Morgan Thiel (Sidney)
N Eric Tilleman (Cascade)
Y Mike Vinton (Billings)

N Ken Walsh (Twin Bridges)
Y Zack Wirth (Wolf Creek)
Y Katie Zolnikov (Billings)

N Ed Stafman (Bozeman)
N Peter Strand (Bozeman)
N Katie Sullivan (Missoula)
N Mark Thane (Missoula)
N Paul Tuss (Havre)

N Jane Weber (Great Falls)
N Z



Senate Bill 42: Provide for the partisan election
of judges and justices

Sponsor:  Daniel Emrich R Great Falls / SD 11 | Requester: Senate Select Committee on Judicial
Oversight and Reform

📃 BILL TEXT

Available here

💵 FISCAL NOTE

None on file

🏛 LEGAL NOTE

None on file

🖍 PROPOSED
AMENDMENTS

Available here

See also: The official bill page.

Montana Free Press coverage
MTFP stories involving the bill

📰 2025 LEGISLATURE
Montana’s 2025 Legislature is halfway over.
Here’s some of what lawmakers have done.
Mar 7, 2025 • MTFP Staff

📰 2025 LEGISLATURE
New state Supreme Court chief justice tells
Legislature to not make judicial elections
partisan
Feb 17, 2025 • Holly Michels

Expert reporting and insight from the
Montana Capitol, emailed Thursdays.

👉 SIGN UP HERE

Legislative actions

Showing major bill actions only.  See all.

Date Action

Dec 18 Introduced

✅ PROPOSED

Introduced
Dec 18

✅ 1ST CMTE.

Advanced
Feb 3

❌ SENATE

Failed in
Senate
May 23

⚪️ HOUSE ⚪️ GOV.

How bills move through the Legislature

https://projects.montanafreepress.org/capitol-tracker-2025/lawmakers/Daniel-Emrich/
https://projects.montanafreepress.org/capitol-tracker-2025/lawmakers/Daniel-Emrich/
https://projects.montanafreepress.org/capitol-tracker-2025/lawmakers/Daniel-Emrich/
https://projects.montanafreepress.org/capitol-tracker-2025/lawmakers/Daniel-Emrich/
https://projects.montanafreepress.org/capitol-tracker-2025/bills/bill-text/sb-42/
https://bills.legmt.gov/#/laws/bill/2/LC1506?open_tab=sum
https://montanafreepress.org/2025/03/07/what-lawmakers-have-done-as-montanas-2025-legislature-marks-its-halfway-point/
https://montanafreepress.org/2025/02/17/new-montana-supreme-court-chief-justice-tells-legislature-to-not-make-judicial-elections-partisan/
https://montanafreepress.org/newsletters-sign-up/


Date Action

Jan 6 First Reading

Jan 8 Referred to Committee

Jan 15 Hearing
👥 Senate Judiciary

Feb 3 Committee Executive Action--Bill Passed
👥 Senate Judiciary

✅ 6-3 R 6-0 D 0-3

▸ Show full vote breakdown

Feb 3 Committee Report--Bill Passed

Feb 26 2nd Reading Passed

✅ 29-21 R 29-3 D 0-18

▸ Show full vote breakdown

Feb 27 3rd Reading Passed

✅ 28-22 R 28-4 D 0-18

▸ Show full vote breakdown

Feb 27 Transmitted to House

Feb 28 Referred to Committee

Feb 28 First Reading

Mar 24 Hearing
👥 House Judiciary

Mar 28 Committee Executive Action--Bill Concurred as Amended
👥 House Judiciary

✅ 11-9 R 11-1 D 0-8

▸ Show full vote breakdown

Mar 29 Rereferred to Committee

Mar 31 Committee Executive Action--Bill Concurred as Amended
👥 House Judiciary

✅ 11-9 R 11-1 D 0-8

▸ Show full vote breakdown

Apr 1 2nd Reading Not Passed



Date Action

❌ 41-59 R 41-17 D 0-42

▾ Hide full vote breakdown

REPUBLICANS
Y Eric Albus (Glasgow)
N Brad Barker (Red Lodge)
N David Bedey (Hamilton)
Y Lyn Bennett (Columbia Falls)
N Marta Bertoglio (Clancy)

Y Larry Brewster (Billings)
N Ed Buttrey (Great Falls)
Y Ed Byrne (Bigfork)
Y Curtis Cochran (St Regis)
N Julie Darling (Helena)

Y Lee Deming (Laurel)
Y Neil Duram (Eureka)
N Sherry Essmann (Billings)
Y Jodee Etchart (Billings)
Y Terry Falk (Kalispell)

Y Paul Fielder (Thompson Falls)
N Steve Fitzpatrick (Great Falls)
N John Fitzpatrick (Anaconda)
Y Jane Gillette (Three Forks)
Y Steve Gist (Cascade)

Y Randyn Gregg (White Sulphur Springs)
Y Jedediah Hinkle (Belgrade)
Y Caleb Hinkle (Belgrade)
N Llew Jones (Conrad)
Y Steven Kelly (Kalispell)

N Shane Klakken (Grass Range)
Y Greg Kmetz (Miles City)
Y Brandon Ler (Savage)
Y Kathy Love (Hamilton)
Y Shannon Maness (Dillon)

Y Bill Mercer (Billings)
Y Tom Millett (Marion)
Y Russ Miner (Stockett)
Y Braxton Mitchell (Columbia Falls)
N Valerie Moore (Plentywood)

Y Fiona Nave (Columbus)
Y Terry Nelson (Stevensville)
Y Anthony Nicastro (Billings)
Y Nelly Nicol (Billings)
N George Nikolakakos (Great Falls)



Date Action
N Melissa Nikolakakos (Great Falls)
Y Greg Oblander (Billings)
Y Greg Overstreet (Stevensville)
Y Gary Parry (Colstrip)
Y Amy Regier (Kalispell)

N Linda Reksten (Polson)
Y Jerry Schillinger (Circle)
Y Curtis Schomer (Billings)
Y Lukas Schubert (Kalispell)
Y Kerri Seekins-Crowe (Billings)

Y Tracy Sharp (Polson)
N Courtenay Sprunger (Kalispell)
Y Morgan Thiel (Sidney)
N Eric Tilleman (Cascade)
Y Mike Vinton (Billings)

N Ken Walsh (Twin Bridges)
Y Zack Wirth (Wolf Creek)
Y Katie Zolnikov (Billings)


