ST. SEBASTIAN CHURCH

373 Bon Air Road, Greenbrae, CA 415-461-0704 www.sebastian94904.com

Parish Mission Statement: The mission of St. Sebastian Parish is the salvation of souls.
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26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 28, 2025

Pastor ................. Rev. Bill Thornton
MASsS SCHEDULE
. Deacon ................ Rev. Mr. Dave Previtali
Monday - Friday: 7:00 am )
Saturday: 10:30 am at The Tamalpais Email: DenDave@Outlook.com
for Tamalpais residents Blog (Homilies): www.DcnDave.Blogspot.com
Sund - 0%:00 pgmo};lgll d 11:00 Parish Manager ....... Marianne Kambur
unaay: /:vvam, J: am an . am
y ’ Office Phone .......... 415-461-0704
CONFESSIONS Parish E-mail ........ sebastian94904@yahoo.com
Wednesdays................ 7:00 - 8:00 PMm Parish School of Religion:
Saturdays ............... ....... 3:00 - 4:30 pm glon:
or by appointment Grades K-6:
ANOINTING of the SICK sebastian94904@yahoo.com
Call a Priest at the Parish Office Confirmation Grades 7-8 Gretchen Harris:
PARISH OFFICE HOURS .
MON., WED., FRI..... 10:00 AM - 4:30 Pm S5tSebPSR@gmail.com

Parish Ministries & Groups

Adult Faith Formation / R.C.I.A.
Deacon Dave Previtali

Liturgical Lay Ministries
Lectors / EMHCs / Altar Servers

Women’s Club
Parish Social & Service Events

St i nn : Deacon Dave Previtali Marian Previtali dm121281@yahoo.com
Gretchen Harris Men’s Club
Bible Study - 10AM Sundays Faith, Food, Fellowship & Service .
In the Parish Hall Meets last Mon. of the Month 7-8:30PM g& Y{mc?f\f[ = P?ullg 01:1fe1/'eI:1 ce

Deacon Dave Previtali, coordinator orxs ot Vlercy for ineedy / Foor
Loretta Rogers > Meets 4th Sat. of each Month at 10am
CYO Parish Council Phil Fant, President

415-461-0704 Marian Previtali dm121281 @yahoo.com Stsebastian.svdp@gmail.com



MAss INTENTIONS SEPT. 28-OcrT. 4

Sun 7Am
9aM Jimmy Miller (Living)
11am The Parishioners of St. Sebastian
Mon 7am  Matthew Freiling
Tue 7aM Maria Pineda (Living)
Wed 7am  Patrick Bucceri
Thurs7aMm  Robert Lechner (Living)
Fri 7am Robin Sterling (Living)
Sat 5pm  Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone

(Living)

PLEASE INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING
PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS:

Angela, Monte Maroevich, Mark Piatti, Sherry Willis,
Salvatore, John Pardini, Nora, Steven Williamson,
Diane Riordan, Donald Kuchta, Bert, Richard,
Thomas T., Deacon Bill Turrentine, Dave D., Edward
Garchitorena, Phyllis Johnson, Ron Murphy, Neyat
Tesfay, Verna Giel, Blake Dombrowski, Kevin B.,
Dr. Elizabeth Rocco, Bill Crawford, Milene Meyer,
Eric Maddox, Donna T., Diana M., Terry A., Marian
C., Larry Marvier, Jack G., Rosa Levia, Miriama,
Janet T., Maria Coronado, Vicki Evans, Connor and
Braeden Harris Meringolo, Tinsley Principe, JoAnne
Giovannetti, Mary Helen Pidgeon and Mike DeAngelo.
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Deacon Dave at dendave@outlook.com.

Men’s Club Meeting—St. Sebastian Men’s Club
monthly meeting is Monday, September 29th from
7:00-8:30 pm in the hall. For more info contact

gé‘ St. Martha’s Women’s Prayer Group—We

(Tuver meet on the first Tuesdays of every month at
10:00 am in the parish hall to pray the

Scriptural Rosary and the Divine Mercy Chaplet.

We will meet on Tuesday, October 7th. Please

bring your special intentions and join us! Call or

email for more information and to get on the email

reminder list contact Pat Turrentine at

415-246-3160 or pat@t-tine.com.

Q% Second Collection for the St. Vincent de
‘ * Paul Society—There are many people in need

in our community and the good members of
our St. Vincent de Paul Society have been very busy
in helping those who need help with food, rent and
utilities and the coffers are getting low. Please use the
special white St. Vincent de Paul envelopes that you
will find in the pews or write “St. Vincent de Paul” on
the memo line of your check. Your generosity is
much appreciated.

Our Parish School of Religion classes have
started! Sacrament of Confirmation
preparation classes start on Wednesday,
October 1st. If you are interested in religion
classes for your child, please call the Parish
Office at 415-461-0704 to register.

Join us for a celebration to
honor
our parish treasure

ERIC MADDOX

as we celebrate his 40 years |

of leading SF\. Sebastiand
in music on the piano an —

organ for our parish o

Sunday, October 12th
at the 11:00 am Mass
followed by a luncheon in the hall

All are welcome to come and shower Eric
with the appreciation we have for him and
his 40 years of dedication to our parish.

We have all been given great power by God in the form
of Time, Talents, and Treasure. Today’s readings remind
us that this power is meant to be used for great good. And
that failure to do so has eternal consequences.

We see the urgency for us to put our powers to good use
in today’s Gospel passage from Luke. Our Lord tells the
rather chilling parable of the rich man who ignored poor
Lazarus during their lifetimes. At the moment of the rich
man’s death, he goes down to the netherworld, while
Lazarus is taken to the eternal joy and comfort in the
bosom of Abraham. The rich man keenly regrets his
indifference towards the needs of Lazarus, but it is too
late for regret. His choices have played out, and now the
rich man will face the consequences of his failure to use
the gifts God gave him.

Pursuit of God’s kingdom and care for the poor are not
trifling matters. Our Lord makes this clear to us over and
over in the Scriptures and the constant teachings of our
2,000-year-old Church. We are free to ignore these
teachings and live instead for ourselves. But there will be
tragic results for us in the end. And, because we are made
for eternity, living selfishly on this earth doesn’t really
bring us true happiness anyway.

So how can we use our great powers for great good? By
embracing a stewardship way of life. By putting God first
in all areas of our lives — in the way we spend our time,
the ways we share our talents, the ways we give of our
financial resources. Stewardship living calls us out of our
comfort zone and into commitment to the Lord and the
things that matter to Him.

©Catholic Stewardship Consultants
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ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

One of the "hidden gems” our parish is
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Also known as "Vincentians” they are a small group of 5-6 parishioners who serve the needy poor within the
geographical confines of our parish boundaries (Greenbrae, Kentfield and parts of San Rafael). At the cost of
about $5,000/month, the Vincentians bring hope and help to the struggling in many ways:

o They assist with medical expenses for those without sufficient health care;

o They help pay utility bills so that basic human needs can be met.

o They provide furniture to make an apartment into a livable home;

o They help families attain the necessities of normal life so that both adults and children live with dignity;

e They have helped to relocate an abused woman and her vulnerable children to another state in advance of
her abuser’s release from prison.

And they are able to do these things because of YOU!

At the Masses next weekend on September 27/28 we will be observing St. Vincent
de Paul Sunday with a special collection to support the good works of our parish
Vincentians.

If you are donating by check, please indicate “SVdeP” on the memo line.

If you are donating cash, please use the white envelopes in the pews.

Thank you for your generosity to help those in need in our community.

...To serve the poor
Is fo go to God...

- 5t. Vincent de Paul




A PARISH TREASURE

St. Sebastian’s music
director celebrates
40th anniversary
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ane alive with the sound of music thanks o Bric
Maddox, mawerick choir director who got the job 40
¥ age in response to one of K resames he sent ost
upon arivieg in San Framcisoo
Crver the decades, the pradigy from Detroit — described
by some am 2 saftie, by some a= 2 prankster and by all az2
man with a beart of gold and a talent rrer than platinem

T hee bualls of 5t. Sebastian Church i Greenbraz

— toak his singers in new directions and to new locations,

From expandirsg the repertoire across an anmy of genres
o traveling bo Framoe with bis troupe a= guests of a
fammed s choral group, the master musician has kef an
indelible mark in and out af church.

Brually adept at performming and directing, the self-
described “pianist who plavs the organ” instiabed music
progerams in schools, mtroduced troubled vousth to
anstrumentation, shared the stage with thespians,
conducted elibe conservabory students and provided
custom-macde acoompaniment at barthday parties and
wther special evemts,

At 73, e continues to teach privately and entertain at an
aiffshoot of the exchisier, all-male Bohemian Club called
Thee Family, im addition to tramsfommng the worship of
Gl immto a2 symphony of prayer and praise each Sunday.
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He radiates joy through his music, either on the pigno or the organ.
He is such an integral part of the lives of the parishioners of 5t, Sebastian’s.”

MARIANNE KEAMBUR, 5t Senastion parish manager

“The liturgy is the woed of God, amd music is the voice
of God,” saiid Maddos. am Episcopalian whio attends Crace
Cathedral in San Francesoo but recognizes the pontdf,
herving fallen in "love™ with the late Pope Francis, and
reveres the Blessed Mother, abways parking hi= car by her
statue outside St. Sebastians side erdrance, “Music raises
your level of imohoemend, heightens the sparit and i the
way | communicate with God.”

Likrwise, it providies an “intepral aspect™ of every Mass
and devotion for petired professor and attarney Francesco
‘gDz, who met the maesire as a lecbor at St
Sebastian’s, which he attended from 1975 to 2002, whes
e mvcrved to Menlo Park.

He remembers Maddo as a "pillar of our parish
comimuniry,” remarkabde for his “development, training
and ssccessfill organizasion of our choir”™

Encouraged by an enchusisscic contingent of thaes
dowen o 5o and an ample repemoine developed usder bis
predecessors, Maddon samed shutfling ssaller vwoices
it larges robes, ronsting the cantor and mskisg other
mecsdificarions to "stresgthen the choir (and) do besutifial
licurgies"

Parisly council evember and former cantor and <hildren's
chair director Celleste Chaganan Lssdsd bim for venhssing
bevond classical aeed ingo comtempaorary, gespel, chant
andd ather svdes, “exposing people to compositions and
cinmpoers whio e significent troughout history and in
our o e,

The longest-serving chois member, Donna Boyd,

o opers, concerts wnd dance dece early chil dhood,
coesiders Maddon's comtribetions indipenible.

“1 e ap with music all around me sed can't leagine
et buavieg it in chuech,” sasd Beoyd, wheo joined the chaoir is
1960 and befriended Maddom at hi=x debut frve yeans later
whem her mother imvited the lifelong hachelor to dinmer.

“Haght away wee bowed his music, and Mother. 2 preat
hostess, asked him and all the choir members fo oar
hguzse,” Boyd remimisced,

The Familial Friendship Soerished, with Maddo visiting
often, sharing common interests, plrying her mother's
Ervoribe tunes at her &th birthday bash and, 12 years laber,
at her funeeral

Diescribed a= approachabde, accomplished, amenable,
charming, cheerfid and dharitabie, Maddox heard a choms
of inetant approval from the vocalists he was coaching.

Aumnng them, fanet MoCanry, now 95 and retired from
the troupe after 25 years, recalled wistfully bow “everybody
lowed the choar, and wr had many performansces, and #
was ahuays a big deal ”

o the heels of a rosmd of mrusical chairs filled by
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three dirvctors, none of whom bsted meee than a year,
Maddo's entrance came "at the right time. when we
nevded bim,” Boyd recalled,

“When he showed up, everything blosomed: be
nereased cur repertoire. put on shows, went ko retirement
commurmties, even part on nightclub and talent shows for
the parishioners,” she added,

Thee award-winming musician devoted mamy extra hours
o plannicgg and preparing for each production.

Oxffering gospel, chassical, 20th-century and Elst-century ﬁ
selections, Maddes “is so gifted, he can play virually any
Eird of mussic, and do # well,” saad Chapmar, whi had
filled i il the new director made his appesrance.

“Exic’s musical experience is beoad, and he's constantly
working on new peograms,” Boyd said. “He dossnt care if
soeneane fails or forgers, never sans anythisg unkind. He
Borees the possician in all of we®

ZEuch admirable standards have earned him high marks
with the pastor and staff s well

=1 think very highly of Eric,” said Father Bill Tharmtos.
“He is a workd-class musician.”

“He radistes joy through bis music, either oa the plane
o thee crgan,” added partsh mansger Maranse Kaonbar.
“Hle Is such an integral part of the lves of the parkhdcesrs
of 5t Sehastian’s.”

He: cultivared shat relarinship froen the star with k
swch spocial treats s the 1985 and 187 visits of the
internationally acclainued Les Petics Chanteurs jlinle
sirgers) of Alx-en-Provence, France.

1 had just arvived and thought it would be & grear idea
o huawee theem seay with our Eamilics ssd give comcerts
with a secred portion and a popular portion,” Maddos
necalled “They appeared in their Mth-cemtuey robes, gave
a marvelous renedition of religious music and then, in the
second half, they leamed “America the Beautiful’ for u=” :.

Thee reneramied chaoir of boys ages 3 to 15, established in
19457 mn Pares, wowed the parishionen as performers and
wnn them e completely as houscguests

Bowd kept in towch with the two bove who stayed wich
her, then ages 1L and 14, until they wed |

“WWhven the two bovs we had in our hosse frst cime,
theey spokee very lictle Englih, but by the time they |eft
sceme chaye laver. thery spoke plerty™ maid MeCarry in

.

-
recalling the fcld traps, swim partics and ball games
arranged for the visitors,

Wi erpoyved it 50 mmch that a couple of years later, we
decided to go to Provence to see them,” she added. noting
that the 1988 excunsion was her first tip to France.
Makdoos, who bad boned his keyboard skills in Paris, -
37 1!:
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prosap sing-akomngs, enches and dinmers with the Boys amd
their families.

Maddox’s influsence and impact have smmibacky touched
the largely artestic memnberstap of The Family — formed in
19 by newspapermen protesting the Bobemians Club's
censorship — which engaged him at the =ame teme and in
similar fshion as 5t Schastan’s

SO all the very competent musicians we have, Enc
i= considered a= ane of the best planist=, and of all our
members, he's the most beloved ™ sxid Richard |ohees,
moting that the dub boasts boeths it e semnpheorme
orchestra and chorus,

Fince landing the gig 40 years ago. in resporme o one
of the HH) kettors bhe had mailed, Maddox has played parts
at the Eeyboard and on the stage in hundrods of the 50
often cliborate perdfommances the San Francisoo social club
produces anmually at its scenic redwaood retreat im Portola
Walley.

Among the standouts: the night The Family's Songhicds
chiomus, whichs he headed for a decade, sutperformed the
rival Bohemian Clab ot a festival hosted by che bigger,
older group; the day he received the covened Bing of
Apprecission for curstanding cosributions; the svening
le poak o the role of Snow Whice before 2 croved of 2000

He s sheolutely hilarious,” Jahns said. "1 weas & hige
T, vl b= B i”

Tio hasp e croubded yowth 2 success, Maddos would
cake a bas Froos his bome in San Francisoo, cransfer in
Blarirn, then walk a mile along the highway te reach che St
Wincent's School for Boys property e Sam Bafael, recalled
Bayd, & formser volusnitesr with the Godmothers, wiheo raise
funids in support of the struggling youngsrers.

The Timwsthy Musphy School — samed sfter the Irish
plonesr who cn his deathbed in 18353 bequeathed 314 acres
char develoged ieto the St Viecenr's campus — closed in
2019 wihen ies lease expined.

MBered a position with the San Francisos Conservatory,
Bladdos bad beft che previous year after devoting five years
tn the shedents, mary of whom Theed a8 55 Minceomt's, a
residential treakment home For “troumatized” boys ages 7
o 18,

SCHten comirg from abusive, broken, dreg-addicted
Eamilies, these boys koreed Eric and the stakbility and
disripline ke provided,” Boyd said. “And be loved
imtraducing thom to plano and string instremends, taking
themn bo rest hommes o perform and seeing them Blossom,”

Maddox’s own Blossoms begam to bud at Fos birth in
Deetroit as the first of seven children of parents with big
heart= amd dreams

1 had a delightful childhood,” Maddos said. “The most
immpeoartant thing was that every morning Mom came inbo
the poom with a smile so we'd all smle.”

Thelma Maddon's eternal optioni=n belied the sdversity
she had fFaced growing up in the South in the 1950: and
19305
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ek enjoying are ol marry Chistrmes
oelebrotions ot 5. Sebastion with ponshdormers.

“wve didn't bearn about the racism my moches
g rieiced wntil we were adiules when our Gither told ws”
sakd Winnie Fladdos, the cldess of fowr sisters. "1 have no
e how she could have been so positive with everything
sl expperbenced as a child®

Always helping others, sever gossiping, sdvocaring
in school, working ar the polls and caring for ailing
neighbars, ber mother, who died at age 67, “was mot et
a housewile,” Moaddox said, *1 think she knew she was
Elesmed with s pocsd hushard and Eamily.”

Intredisced toher future groom By ber sister when
e weas M. Thelma mrarmed foss Maddos, 3 Workd War 11
weteran wiho loved jooez and apprecated dlassical music, in
Dhetrait when they both turned 21 m 1946, Five years Baber,
the cosple welcomed Emc imto their world of church and
MY,

Thee farmily worshappsed at the Saunders Memaonal AME
AFrcan Methosdist Eprecogal] Chmarch, where Bric, ot ape
12, began derecting the girls chosr of some 15 feenagers —
and attracting boys to the pianc, o their paronts’ delight.
He remaimed there undgil his graduation from Cass Tech
High School, ak the time Detroits only mapnet school,
desigred to attract dreersity.

Ax brothers and sisters came allomg, the Maddowes hosted
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reightcrhood Memaorial Dy parties and invidted area
young=ters o pick appdes and dhermes off ther trees

Active and arecare, Thelma broughs Rosa Parks — long
before the civil righs fcon’s indernational celebrity — to
Pangree Elementary School, attended by all ber children,

The Maddoxes al=o made sports amd mus=ac a priomty,
weith every sibling plaving am instrament and, for awhalle,
traveling a= a Family band. (Brother Pasdl continues a=a
meodted jazx drumener and percussomis, touring the workd
wnder the stage rame Pheeroam aklLaff b

“Eric’s bod cpaite 3 life. starting vo play peano at 4 and
taking private lessons ab 9,7 said Wineoe Maddos, who
resided in the San Framcisoo Bay Area for 37 years befone
merving bo Stanta, “Hie was abwoays wery respocted., liked
and talented.”

W'l versed im Botoean, jaze and dance. he also excelled
im track and swimmang, shocking Winnie with a dive off
a bigh <liff a2 the legendary Pooks of Ohes during & family
vacstion to Hewall in the 19905,

“As a brocher, Eric was sbways fen, kind and a prankster
ot tieees,” dhe gaid.

e o, Beamid susnmer nigh, for example, wheen
sha was about 10 and he neardy 18, he advised her b
siocher her arms and begs in Vaseline 1o femd off hasngry
Erscreaquill Wileen she plied, her mother was the only
o neot T laugh et boud.

D & moee serious cocasion, b father, a macerials
supervisor for Charysker Corp. foe 30 vears who died in 2008
at age 93, took hisn co work.

“This & the coly time pou will come to & factory; we want
sotkething better for o e cobd e Meddos recalled.
“Hie ke what high school | should go to ssd talked sbour
the Uiniversicy of Michigan, kavieg no idea I go teere!™

Al addios Left foe Aren Arbor with a masic scholarship char
beelped carmy hins through a piano performasce major and
French minor. As a boaus, he got his fest taste of Burope,
couring 13 cousnmiries with the glee clubs.

A mencor, impressad with bis skills, arranged for hins o
refine them in Pariz

Lipom mratricslsteng, be folkoesed 2 buddy to Soarthemm
California, where he played the organ at a Cathelic chasrch,
taught grades | throsgh B ata school rum by the Sisters of
Bieroy and amtroduced a variety of musk programs to Both
wEnues

Three years baber, he found his beart, hearth amsd home
im Sam Francisco,

“Eric hasbeem here for 0 pears to watch Familios grow,
rn share the happaness of the moamenes and the sormow
of funcrals thaough the beautful music be ploys,” said 54,
Sebastian'= Kambur, "He &= truly a treasure for cwer parish.”™

For Maddox, the treasare i= music, the uneersal unifier,

“1F wee have a way to learn do lifon bo one another as we
i b 2 beawrtibul composition, we'll be kimder and Better
&0 cach other,” he =aid. "That’s why | have o e thene to
provide ik.” W
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