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Loudoun Soccer 
Preseason Referee Meeting
Fall 2026

Today’s Agenda

⎻ All Referees (45 min)

• Fall Reminders

• Uniform Requirements

• Referee Code of Conduct

• Mentoring

• Continuing Education

• USSF Referee Abuse Policy

• 8 Sec Rule

• DOGSO

⎻ New Referees (45 min)

• Getting started 

• Allowing yourself room to learn

• Tips to navigating your first weekend

• How to get games and get paid!

• Q&A
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Standard of Dress and Appearance
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Code of Conduct

USSF CODE OF ETHICS FOR REFEREES

I will always honor an assignment or any other contractual obligation

• Turnbacks – Less than 3 days is considered a late turnback (possible ½ game fine); 

emergencies are excepted

• No Shows – Full Game Fine / Possible Suspension

• Repeat Offenders will be removed from Loudoun Soccer assignments

• Completion of Game Reports and required documentation – Fines / Suspensions
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All Referees | Mentoring

• Certified USSF Mentor Cadre & Senior Adult Officials

• Mentors…

⎻ HELP you work on parts of your game to move up to more challenging (and rewarding) 
levels

⎻ ANSWER questions you have at the fields during or after matches

⎻ RECONGIZE strong performance

⎻ ENCOURAGE you to learn and expand your referee skills

⎻ PROVIDE a refereeing resource you can use throughout your career

• Good reasons to ask for a mentor (again, refdc@loudounsoccer.com)

⎻ You’re new and you’re not feeling comfortable yet

⎻ You have some specific areas of officiating you’re trying to improve

⎻ You want to work higher level matches now or in the future
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Returning Referees | Questions?
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New Referee Info

4/2/2024
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New Referees | Club Expectations

• Welcome to the best team on the field!

• What we expect you to get right: safety
⎻ Goals anchored and weighted
⎻ No jewelry
⎻ Thunder and lightning policy

• What we expect you to get wrong: everything else
⎻ Give yourself permission to make mistakes.  It’s the only way to get better
⎻ Do your best to prepare
⎻ Tell your crew you’re new

⎻ Self-assess and, if you suspect you’ve gotten something wrong, use your resources
• Your crew
• Referee friends or mentors

• LOTG online
• ROCs online
• Send us emails!
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Best Games for New Youth Refs

• Center Referee for GRK-GR4 (u6 - u10)

• Assistant Referee for GR5-GR7/8 (u11 - u14)

• GRK to GR7/8 in Ashburn & Western Loudoun
⎻ Barry Hunt - bhunt@loudounsoccer.com

• GRK to GR7/8 in Leesburg & South Riding
⎻ Jim Kennedy – jtkennedy@loudounsoccer.com

• GR7/8 (MS) and older rec, travel, adults
⎻ Tammy Mitchell – refassignor@loudounsoccer.com
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Getting Game Assignments

• Three steps to getting game assignments

⎻ Request games in Assignr.com

⎻ Email the appropriate assignor listing the date, field & time of games requested.

⎻ If assigned games, accept within 48 hours

• Be patient while the assignors review the requests

• You will not get everything you request
⎻ We need to be fair with assignments

⎻ Your requests may not fit your abilities

⎻ Similar games on nearby field

• More on requesting game in later slide
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Turnback of Games
• This is a JOB … Please take it seriously and be professional.

• Email assignor
⎻ As soon as you can

⎻ Less than 3 days notice is a late turnback
• Injury or illness is an exception

• Could be fined for late turnback (half of game pay)

• No show
⎻ Not showing up for game and not telling anyone

⎻ Will be fined (all of game pay)

• COMMUNICATE
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Game Day

• Check field directory (maps)

• Check field status & closures

• Arrive 30 minutes before game

• Have your assignment info handy

• Have assignor’s contact information

• No-show teams – 15 minute rule
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Fields



© 2020 Lumen Technologies. All Rights Reserved. 

Other Items

• Mentoring available
⎻ New Referees

⎻ Moving up to older games

⎻ Let your assignor know you want a mentor

• Don’t be afraid to centers younger games (GRK to GR4)

• Goals must be anchored

• Weather rules (thunder and lightening)
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Pay

• Pay & Bonus 

• Spring & Fall
⎻ Every two or three weeks

⎻ Bonus in last payment for the season

• Assignr – must complete to be paid
⎻ W-9 Form

⎻ Bank Account

• New Refs – extra $50 for 6 bonus points

• Center Refs – game reports within 48 hours
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Pay Rates & Bonus Amounts

Age Center Assistant Bonus

u9/10 60 -- 0.75

u11/12 70 -- 1.00

u13/14 70 35 1.00

u15/16 80 40 1.25

u17-u19 90 45 1.50

NCSL

Referees who officiate 25 or more NCSL 

games in a season are eligible for an 

additional $200 bonus from NCSL

Points Amount

6 70

10 90

15 120

20 150

25 180

30 215

35 250

40 290

45 330

50 370

55 410

65 450

75 500

85 550

Bonus

Age Center Assistant Bonus

GRK (u6) 20 -- 0.50

GR1 (u7) 20 -- 0.50

GR2 (u8) 20 -- 0.50

GR3 (u9) 30 -- 0.50

GR4 (u10) 30 -- 0.50

GR5 (u11) 45 20 0.75

GR6 (u12) 45 20 0.75

GR7: 7v7 45 20 0.75

GR8: 7v7 45 20 0.75

MS: 11v11 50 25 1.00

u16 57 32 1.25

u19 65 40 1.25

Rec and Rec-CH
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Select your name top right, then My Account

Edit:

• Phone numbers

• Address

• Emergency contact

• Date of birth

• Picture

SAVE at the bottom
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Assignr.com

• Request Games
⎻ Follow-up with an email to the appropriate assignor

• Date

• Field

• Time

• Position

• Other options if requested games not available

⎻ Accept/decline the games quickly (48-hours or they auto-decline)

• Help Wanted emails

Question mark, View documentation
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Requesting Games

• Games, All Unassigned Games
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Requesting Games
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Mobile App

• Profile

• Games

• Availability

• Directory of Officials and Assignors

• Game Reports

• Announcements

• Financials (payments)
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Summary

• Stay informed
⎻ https://www.loudounsoccer.com/referees

⎻ Announcements in Assignr

• Bottom of home page

• Button at bottom of App

• COMMUNICATE

• Include first and last name

• Have fun

• Questions?

https://www.loudounsoccer.com/referees
https://www.loudounsoccer.com/referees
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New Referees | Common Mistakes To Avoid

Center Refs

• Be early

• Set out all gear the night before

• Walk the field

• What must be fixed: safety
⎻ Unweighted goals

⎻ Dangerous field condition

⎻ Jewelry

• What is optional
⎻ Properly lined fields and mowed grass

⎻ Corner flags & nets

• Blow your whistle twice as loud as you think

• Move touchline-to-touchline when solo

• Introduce yourself to coaches, review ROCs

• Have a good pregame conversation with your 
crew, if you have one

Assistant Refs

• Be early

• Set out all gear the night before

• Walk the field. What must be fixed and what’s 
optional is the same but help your referee if 
he/she doesn't spot safety issues

• Focus on the offside line (2:1 ‘rule’)

• Stay square to the field except when sprinting

• Signal with confidence (straight arms)

• Confident signal doesn’t mean fast.  Be patient.

• Follow all balls to goal line.

• Ask questions during pregame conversation with 
referee
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