UNESCO UK ASPNET CELEBRATES YOUNG PEOPLE PLANTING SEEDS OF
HOPE AROUND THE WORLD

The 2026 UNESCO UK ASPnet Seeds of Hope Competition Online Awards Ceremony took
place on 30 September 2026 and was attended by over 70 participants, including young people,
teachers, the Competition Judges and UNESCO Commission representatives. The ethos of the
Competition was ‘to recognise, value and celebrate the efforts of all young people who entered
the Competition, and their contribution towards helping UNESCO realise many of its key
objectives, especially with regard to sustainability and climate challenges’.

2026 is the second year that UNESCO UK has undertaken the Seeds of Hope for a Better Future
Competition. The Competition featured 50 projects, involving 13 countries across six
continents, and representing 67 educational institutions from all sectors (early years,
primary, secondary and tertiary). Significantly, this was more than double the participation in
the 2025 Competition, with thousands of young people taking part in, or being impacted.

Eight winners from Brazil, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria and Slovenia received Gold Certificates
and shared the £5000 prize pot. Seven Kenyan Teacher Training College projects were also
collectively recognised for projects that strongly support the sustainability and climate change
objectives of UNESCO through ongoing work of local, regional, national and international
importance, and received the 2026 UNESCO UK ASPnet Seeds of Hope Legacy Award.

The response to the Competition clearly demonstrates that it is the collective contribution of all
projects promoting sustainability and tackling climate change locally, regionally, nationally and
ultimately internationally that gives voice and engagement of young people around the world.
The Global Map of Projects illustrates this central purpose of the initiative.

An impressive range of high quality, creative and imaginative submissions were received,
with projects that ranged from individual children’s projects (e.g. Ghana, Ukraine), class-based
projects and whole school campaigns (e.g. Kenya, Poland, Slovenia, UK, Brazil), to projects that
included collaborations with artists, local communities, and in some cases many schools across
regions and with schools in other countries (Brazil, Kenya, Lebanon, UK, Ukraine).

Many young people, supported by teachers, artists, parents and local communities, used this
collaborative engagement to tackle challenging community problems. These collaborative efforts
resulted in Seeds of Hope projects, with at least 15 ongoing projects, that will have a lasting
sustainability impact.

Whether it is the voice of one child or many millions, they are all saying the same thing — they
care deeply about the world they will inherit, and that young people take their role and
responsibility in ‘finding peace with ourselves and our planet’ seriously and urgently.

The next steps of the UNESCO UK ASPnet Seeds of Hope for a Better Future initiative are to
ensure that it has a significant legacy and impact. We look forward to hearing even more
voices of young people, and to seeing their engagement in these significant activities going
forward.

For more information, please contact Ann Beatty UNESCO ASPnet National Co-ordinator

Ann.beatty@stevesinottfoundation.org.uk


https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=18VOWtXAKj0RZoQrf4wzZAHl20YeclIw&hl=en&ll=52.39444336485762%2C-1.5070580837655179&z=16

2026 UNESCO UK ASPnet Seeds of Hope for a Better Future Competition
Entries

GOLD CERTIFICATE PROJECTS (In Aphabetical Order)

Advocates of Hope (C4, Nigeria)

Black Soldier Flies Farming (C3, Kenya)

By Kids to Kids (C3, Brazil)

From One Seed, A Thousand Trees (C1, Ghana)

Planting Hope (C4, Slovenia)

Sowing Colors, Reaping Hope (C1, Brazil)

Tapeba Body Pattems (C2, Brazil)

The Protectors of the Forest in Cordel Poetry (C2, Brazil)

SILVER CERTIFICATE PROJECTS (in Aphabetical Order)

Art and the Environment: Nature as inspiration (C1, Brazil)
Bamboo, the Seed of Hope (C3, Kenya)

Climate and Color: Roots of Environmental Racism (C3, Brazil)
Dear Future Me, Did the Seeds Grow? (C2, Nigeria)

Grains of Power - Heritage of Brazilian Culture (C1, Brazil)
Lifecycles Through Sculpture (C4, UK)

Lights, Camera, Score: Build A Garden to Save... (C4, UK)
Mbegu za Amani (Seeds of Peace) (C3, Kenya)

Nurturing from the Beginning (C3, Kenya)

Project Promoting Ecological P building & Cli Resilience through
Sustainable Organic Waste Manag t (C3, Kenya)

Save a Tree (C3, Ukraine)

Seeds of Hope for a Better Future (C2, Brazil)

Striving for Peace Together: Sowing Seeds of Hope (C3, Ukraine)

The Power of Youth in Co-Creating in Times of Crisis- Beirut (C3, Lebanon)
Uirapuru Games (C1, Brazil)

BRONZE CERTIFICATE PROJECTS (In Alphabetical Order)

Bee Keeping (C3, Kenya)

Bombs of Hope (C4, Poland)

Burning Hope (C1, Ukraine)

From One Seed to a Better Future (C1, Ukraine)

From Seed to Colour (C2, UK)

Global Warming and the Melting Polar Ice Caps (C1, Brazil)

Guardians of the Soil (C3, UK, Mexico)

Jaden Lekol / School Garden (C3, Haiti)

Planting Trees (C3, Kenya)

Re.CRIAR: youth-led, reflective, and sustainable fashion reconstruction (C4, Brazil)
Seeds of Hope: Growing Peace through Heritage, Nature and Community (C1, Ukraine)
Seeds of the Future (C3, Slovenia)

The Eiffel Tower (C1, Brazil)

The Inheritance (C3, The Gambia)

The Water’s Mirror (C4, Brazil)

Unbroken Cities: Global Youth Leadership Development Program (C4, Ukraine, UK,
Voices Beyond the Blade (C2, UK)



CERTIFICATE OF PARTICIPATION PROJECTS (in Alphabetical Order)

Art of Peace (C1, Poland)

Color of Kindness - An Artistic Performance About Compassion (C4, Brazil)
Cultivating Guardians of the Earth (C4, Brazil)

Portrait of an African Woman (C1, Ghana)

Sensory Bélides - Interactive Art for Peace and Sustainability (C1, Brazil)
Storytelling Caravan with the theme Tales of Nature (C4, Brazil)

Symbol of Hope (C3, Nigeria)

The Collosseum (C1, Brazil)

The Whispering Seed (C2, Ghana)



