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OOurr Ladyy off Fatimaa RCC Churchh 
2299 Danburyy Roadd  Wilton,, CTT 068977 203-762-39288 
Thee Holyy Familyy off Jesus,, Maryy andd Josephh 

Decemberr 28,, 20255 

WEEKEND  MASSES
Saturday 8 a.m.
Saturday 4:30 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m.
Children’s   9:30 a.m.
Choir 11 a.m.
Teen   4:30 p.m.

CONFESSIONS
Saturday 3:30 p.m.

Monday-Wednesday-Friday: 9a.m. Mass Tuesday- Thursday 12:15 pm Mass
WEBSITE: OLFWILTON.ORG

PASTOR
Fr. Paul Hrebenko
pastor@olfwilton.org

Of ice Manager
Nancy O’Connell
bookkeeperolf@gmail.com

Faith Formation  
(203)762-9080
Kathleen Rooney, DRE
krooney @olfwilton.org

Ali Lombardi, Assistant
Alison.Lombardi@olfwilton.org

Music
Daniel Alasuvanto
dalasuvanto@olfwilton.org

Parish Of ice  
(203)762-3928

Of ice Hours:
Monday—Friday 
9a.m. to 5p.m.
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PARISHH ANNOUNCEMENTSS MASSS INTENTIONSS 
Saturday Dec. 27 (St. John)

VP 8 a.m. Norma Younie
PH 4:30 p.m. Fran Golen

Sunday Dec. 28 (The Holy Family of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph)

PH     8 a.m. All Parishioners Living & 
Deceased

PH    9:30 a.m. Chris Terranova
VP 11 a.m. Anthony & Rose Galasso
VP 4:30 p.m. Jan Hrebenko

Monday Dec 29 (St. Thomas Becket)

PH 9 a.m. James & Anna Ryan
Tuesday Dec. 30

PH 12:15 p.m. Frances & Andrew Henry
Wednesday Dec. 31

VP 9 a.m. Candace Banahan
5:30 p.m. Joseph Cioffe (St. Sylvester I)

Thursday Jan. 1 (Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 
God)

VP 9:00 a.m. Richard Bethell
12:15 p.m. Daniel DeLillo

Friday Jan. 2  (Ss. Basil the Great, Gregory 
Nazianzen, First Friday)

9 a.m. Richard Bethell
Saturday Jan. 3 (The Most Holy Name of Jesus)

8 a.m. Daniel Reilly
4:30 p.m. Jean Lord Bartek
Sunday Jan . 4 (The Epiphany of the Lord)

    8 a.m. Angela Tucciarone
   9:30 a.m. Marek Mystkowski

11 a.m. All Parishioners Living & 
Deceased

4:30 p.m. Joseph Aiken

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION OF THE BLESSED 
EUCHARIST will be on Jan. 2

Daytime adoration is downstairs after 
the 9 am Mass and will remain there 

for the 9 pm nocturnal team until the 8 
am Mass on Saturday.  To join the 
Daytime Team or  the Nocturnal 

Team, email Brian Highland at 
olfnocturnaladoration@gmail.com.

Remember only the center door will be unlocked 
for entering and exiting. Park in the front circle 
please.

This week’s readings for Dec. 28, The Holy Fami-
ly of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  #799
First Reading: Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14
Second Reading: Colossians 3:12-21
Gospel : Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23

January 1st is the 
Octave Day of the 

Nativity of the Lord, 
Solemnity of Mary, 
mother of God and 

it is
a Holy Day of 

Obligation.
Vigil Mass Wednesday, at 

5:30 and on Jan. 1,
9 a.m. & 12:15 p.m.

Thank you to all for the many gift cards, 
greeting cards and goodies sent by parish-

ioners during this Christmas season.
Fr. Paul is especially appreciative of your 

generosity and overwhelmed 
by your kindness. Thank you.

Welcome Home!  It was so nice to see so 
many of our college kids and young adults 
back home for the holiday.  Safe travel as 
you head back.  We keep you in our prayers 
as we do with all the friends and families 
that travel this holiday.

Father Paul, Faith 
Formation and the 
Parish Office Staff 

wish you all a 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 2026

The Parish Office will be closed Wednesday, Jan. 31 
at noon and will open on Monday, Jan 5th at 9 am.

Front cover courtesy of Fr. Paul!
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Please Pray For Our Military
Stephen Acosta

Michael Chiappone
Thomas Correll
Rocco D’Amato

LCDR Brian A. Fritz
Mariah Kelly

Sgt. Jack Mariani
Ryan Meehan

Kathleen Murphy, Ensign
Marshall A. Paul
Thomas Prackup

CDR James Scianna
Matthew Smarrella

Senior Airman Timothy Sulli-
van, Jr.

Elliot Walker, Jr.
Robert Wendell

OUR LADY OF FATIMA RC CHURCH

Pleasee Prayy Forr Ourr Sickk andd In rm:: 

Please inform our office (203) 762-3928, of anyone who 
needs to be added or removed from the list or anyone 

who has been hospitalized.

Sean Allan
Baby Gracie

Jacqueline Benson
Vikram Bhandari

Donna Britto
Joe Cardoso

Jane Cavanna
Gregory Clarke
Ethan Collins
Mary Ann Cote

Mia Cunningham
Darcy Driscoll
John Esposito
James Gunther

Alex Grano
Gina Hil

Kim Juhase
Janet Karabin

John Kealy

Special Intention
Jack Kelly

Mackenzie Keogh
Sheila Lane
June Lentini

Mark Montesano
John O’Connor

Ted Packard
Maria Reile
Ron Sands

Jack Scofield
Erasmo Signore

Cliff Smith
Jennifer Smith

Carl & Kay Ullman
Joshua Vahlsing

Donald Verrilli
Karen Volpe

Vivienne Wilkinson
Rose Zarb

Trustees Finance Chair
Frank DeRosa            George Seeberger 

     Robert Sweeny             (203) 761-9330

4:30 p.m.
$2,743.00

Sun.
Dec. 14

Retirement 
for 

Religious

8 a.m.
$594.00

Collection
Envelopes 

used

$7,301.40
96

$1,359.00
29

9:30 a.m.
$654.00

Online 
Giving

Online users

$4,763.00
96

$259.00
5

11 a.m.
$737.00

TOTALS $12,064.40 $1,618.00

4:30 p.m.
$1,794.40

Weekly Goal
for budgeted 

expenses

$13,750.00

Mail
$779.00

Shortfall $1,685.60

To get started log on to :www.olfwilton.org 
and click on the online giving logo, then follow 

the easy registration steps. Welcome Home!
Whether you are a visitor or 
a Parishioner, welcome!  
We hope you find Our Lady 
of Fatima Parish Family 
spiritually nourishing, warm 

and welcoming.  Thank you for joining us for Mass.  

What we would need 
support for in the future:

Remaining air condi-
tioner unit in church 
School roof-plan
Convent will need to 
be resided
New windows for the 
Convent
Continued mainte-
nance of trees
Parish Center needs 
new flooring and 
painting
Church parking lot
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MINISTRY
You know when God keeps placing 
something on your heart, repeatedly, 
until you can no longer ignore it? 
Encounter God's love and mercy and be 
drawn back into a deep relationship with 
Him and His Church. We would love to 
have you train to be a Eucharistic Minis-
ter or a Reader for Masses.  Maybe you 

would just like to serve the 
homebound or minister at a 
nursing home.  Training is 
free and easy.  Please call 

the office 203.762.3928 or let Fr. Paul 
know and we will be happy to lead you 
to the right direction.   Your rewards will 
be plenty .

The Columbiettes would like to thank all of the parishioners that 
helped support them for their poinsettia sale.  Because of your 
generosity they were able to donate proceeds to our Church to 

help with some of the upcoming projects.

TAXES AND GIVING AT CHRISTMAS AND YEAR’S END
Did you know that “charitable giving” is one of only a few tax pro-
visions that was not greatly impacted by recent federal tax legis-
lation?  Many people enjoy using Christmas and year’s end as a 
special time to give to their favorite Catholic institutions and also 

positively impact their federal and state income taxes.  Christ-
mas and year-end giving provides many advantages to you, the 

donor.
All gifts made on or before December 31 are tax deductible 

for the tax year in which your gift is made.
The knowledge that your gift is assisting a favorite Catholic insti-
tution and advancing the mission of the Catholic Church here on 
earth, celebrates the joy of the Christmas season giving by giv-
ing in the true spirit of the season.  It is a last reminder to make 

that special gift or increased gift that you’ve wanted to make dur-
ing the year.

If you are an itemizer, your gift will lessen your tax liability for the 
tax year in which your gift is made.  If you are not an itemizer, 
your gift may be just the right decision to allow you to itemize 

and lower your tax bill (check with your tax advisor).
A “Carry Over Deduction,” depending on your age, income and 
the size of your gift, may enable you to “carry over” your charita-

ble gift tax deduction to subsequent years.
For questions of specific nature, please contact your accountant, 

attorney or other financial professional.
But most importantly, make a return to God of your bless-
ings and assist our Catholic institutions to reach their spir-

itual and programmatic goals: serving God’s people and His 
Church here on earth.

OPEN DOORS sent Our Lady of Fati-
ma a heartfelt thank you for all of the 
support you have shown.  Because of 
you, lives have been changed, fami-
lies have been supported, and our 
community has gown stronger.  Your 
commitment is more than a gift—it’s a 
lifeline, a spark of hope, and a remind-
er together, we can make a real differ-
ence.

And this thank you from Lauren Hughes at 
Wilton Social Services……

I really don’t know how to adequately thank you and all the 
generous donors at Our Lady of Fatima who are responsible 
for those beautifully wrapped and meticulously labeled 
gifts. This is my 31ST holiday season at Social Services in 
Wilton and can honestly say that I have never seen anything 
like it! I am so glad that you reached out and asked for spe-
cific gift requests from the Wilton residents that we assist. It 
will be so special for the parents and their children to get gifts 
they truly want. I hope that all of those who gave so gener-
ously found it rewarding and will be willing to repeat this 
again next holiday season!
Your gift of $730 in gift cards was completely unexpected and 
so very welcome. We now have a record number of house-
holds, over 130, using the pantry every month. We distribute 
gift cards to all who are eligible every month so that they can 
supplement what they are able to pick up at the pantry. Be 
assured that your donation will be very welcomed by the pan-
try shoppers who will benefit from your generosity.
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FAITHH FORMATIONN 
PARISH MINISTRIES

Adoration:
Daytime & Nighttime:

    Brian Highland
olfnocturnaladoration@gmail.com

Altar Servers:   Fr. Paul Hrebenko
203-762-3928
pastor@olfwilton.org
Bible Study: Fr. Paul Hrebenko
203-762-3928
Columbiettes: 
    Patty Terranova
p.a.terran@gmail.com
Extraordinary Ministers of the 
Holy Eucharist: 
    Patty Terranova
p.a.terran@gmail.com
Funeral Hospitality: 
    Jeannie Rubsam
therubsam5@sbcglobal.net
Growing For Good: 
    Kathleen Rooney 
roonskath@gmail.com
High School Bible Study
Maggie Kelly
kmaggiechris@gmail.com
Kennedy’s Rosary Project: 
    Mae Tighe   maetighe@aol.com
Knights of Columbus: 
Grand Knight—
    Mike Healy
WiltonKnightsOfColum-
bus@gmail.com
http://
www.wiltonknightsofcolumbus.com/
Lectors: 
    Louis Furlo
louis.furlo@morleynet.com
Men’s Ministry: 

Mom’s Book Club:
    Maggie Kelly & Amy Palma
kmaggiechris@gmail.com
Our Lady’s Association: 
    Anne Novitsky  203-762-7503
Respect Life: 
    Kathleen Dineen   203-762-7674
Social Media: 
  socialmedia@olfwilton.org
Soup Kitchen/Food Pantry 
Ministry: 
    Sharon Steinberg     
mcsharon100@optonline.net
Spiritual Break Group: 
    Ann Scozzafava 203-858-1867
Ushers: 
    Bob Lenihan         203-216-5348
Bigleni@icloud.com
Walking With Purpose-(Girls)
    Maggie Kelly kmaggiechris@gmail.com
Youth Group 

If  your child has received First Holy Commun-
ion and would like to be trained to be an Altar 
Server, please call the office to let us know so 
Fr. Paul can start a class.

SHARINGG OURR FAITHH 
There are many men and women who are not affili-
ated with any religion. They may be looking for the 
comfort, peace, and strength that our Catholic faith 
offers. Do you know people in this circumstance? 
They may be very happy to talk with you or a priest 
who will listen to their stories and invite them to con-

sider becoming part of our community of faith. Approach them with a 
warm and welcoming attitude and let God do the rest. For more infor-
mation, please contact Kathleen Rooney (krooney@olfwilton.org).

We hope our Faith Formation families had a wonder-
ful Christmas and we ask Jesus to bless you in the 
New Year. We look forward to students, parents, and 

the Faith Formation Team  growing more deeply in love with our Lord in 
2026.

There are no Faith Formation classes on January 4. Classes resume for 
both elementary and middle school students on January 11, beginning 
with Mass. 

REMINDER: The second grade BLESSED Reconciliation books will be 
checked during class on January 11.  Please help your child by reading 
with him/her and talking about the stories. Share your experience of First 
Reconciliation. Children will also be asked to make the Sign of the Cross 
and recite the Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be, and Act of Contrition. If 
they say these prayers every day, they will learn more easily.

Please share this message with an inactive Catholic: It is time to get your 
spiritual life ready for the new year. If you or someone in your life has 
been “away” from the Church, now is the time to come home. Fill your 
empty heart with the love and joy that Jesus brings to us every day. It is 
never too late to return, regardless of how long you have not been a prac-
ticing Catholic. Begin the road back by making an 
appointment with a priest. He will be non-
judgmental and will guide you through re-joining 
your spiritual family. Give yourself this gift and 
make it the best New Year ever!

Operation Christmas Giving donated to 20 families  
and gave them $3,580 in gift cards to St. Charles of 
Borromeo in Bridgeport.  They were most grateful for 
your generosity.  Thank you.
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Let’s Renew Our Love of Family                             Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson
I suppose it’s something that comes naturally when today’s Feast of the Holy Family rolls around. Many peo-
ple start making a “Compare and Contrast List” of their own clan with that of the Holy Trio and conclude with 
an obvious difference or two…that, in fact, is precisely our Church does not want us to do.

It brings to mind a clever joke the late wise and witty Fr. Benedict 
Groeschel once told a group of priests on retreat, as he was praising the 
humility of St. Joseph. He said, “Imagine the strain on good St. Joseph 
coming to the breakfast table with the Divine Redeemer and the Medi-
atrix of all Graces!!”

It is true that at this time of the year, beginning with Thanksgiving and 
continuing with Christmas, we see more of our families and perhaps in-
teract with them more than during another time of the year. So, we see 
them “close up and personal.” We might just see flaws not noted before. 
But this feast points to the profound reality of God’s choice to love all of 
us just as we are and not as we should be.

What that decision implies for me is no less than God’s astounding humil-
ity. He could have said, “I’ll only love you if you’re perfect.” Furthermore, 
the Gospel tells us that for the first three decades of His time on earth, 
our Lord subjected Himself to two imperfect creatures as parents in a 
dusty backwater named Nazareth. That last was no badge of honor 
when He came to preach to His chosen people. Yet the name of that very 
town was acknowledged on the sign Pilate had made to hang above our 

Savior’s sacred Head on the cross.

It became quite natural for the Church Jesus founded to be a family of families, but that immediately meant 
there would be problems and disagreements from time to time. So, it is for each of our parishes. So, it is for 
the universal Church. A union of hearts and souls, saints and sinners, under the successor of Peter whom 
we call “Papa,” the “Holy Father,” the pope.

This feast urges us to renew our love of family, with forgiveness of past hurts, and to celebrate present joys, 
and to support each other on the path to heaven. And to find humor. On that score, it seems that hubby 
came home from work, tired and bedraggled. As he entered the door, he moaned: “Honey, I’ve had a tough 
day. If you have any bad news, please keep it until later this evening.” “O.K.” she chirped. “No bad news. But 
I have some good news. At last count, we had three kids, remember? Well, two of them did not break their 
arm today.”

God love you and enjoy your family.

Let us welcome into Our Lady of Fatima 
Parish Family

Jim and Ladarat Stefan

0964 O L d f F ti

Our minds often tend to consider 
Dec. 25 as the end of Christmas, 
but on the Church calendar, it’s just 
starting.  December 25 to January 5 
is recognized as the twelve days of Christmas, ending 
the day before the Epiphany when we remember the 
Wise Men’s visit to worship the Christ Child.
We can easily pass through these twelve days without 
much thought when the excitement and exhaustion of 
Christmas set in. The sometimes dreary days of win-
ter mix with a time of reflection on the past year and 
the wonder of a new one. It’s easy to take a bit of a 
break in our usual faith strengthening way and rou-
tines. Keep focused on God’s words and ways.

Anxiety
Anxiety is a common issue among 
teenagers, with nearly one in three 
adolescents experiencing an anxiety 
disorder. This has been on the rise, 

especially during the COVID-19 pandemic, which 
increased stress and isolation. The effects of anxiety 
on teenagers can be profound, leading to depres-
sion, substance use, and even suicidal thoughts. It 
can also interfere with their ability to focus and learn, 
causing academic problems that can have long-term 
impacts. Additionally, chronic anxiety can result in 
physical symptoms like headaches, stomachaches, 
and sleep problems. Try watching this video to help 
you understand: https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/
health/conditions-and-diseases/anxiety-disorders/
anxiety-and-stress-in-teens
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Individual • Couple • Family
Counseling & Psychotherapy

 Adults • Adolescents • Children
Barbara Despres,

LCSW, ACSW
89 Blue Ridge Rd. 
(Off  Rte. 7), Wilton
203-834-0187

36 W. 44 St., NYC, NY
212-697-2307

ASSOCIATES
of Wilton

PSYCHOTHERAPY

www.caraluzzis.com

Kane Funeral Home
Traditional & Cremation Services 

Pre-Planning & Pre-Funding
www.jowdykanefuneralhome.com

Daniel P. Jowdy, Director      203-438-6597

Mention this ad for a 10% OLF Parishioner Discount

www.thevitalstretch.com

Connecting 
businesses to 

customers 
in realtime!

• Basic Estate Planning
• Criminal Defense
• Bodily Injury
• Referrals for all Legal Needs

15 River Rd., Wilton
203-529-6897

www.blackslawgroup.com

Kevin Black Sr.
Kevin Black Jr.
Parishioners

Magner
Funeral Home

Tradi  onal - Crema  on - Preplanning
203-866-5553

Family Owned and Operated
for 5 Generations
Established 1912

www.MagnerFuneralHome.com

Come Pray this Christmas Season
It’s five years since Bishop Frank Caggiano came to Our 
Lady of Fatima parish on Aug. 15, 2020 to bless and dedi-
cate our Philip Tai Lauria Memorial/Prayer Garden.  It is 
inspiring to see people come by to remember in prayer 
family members and friends whose names have been in-
scribed on the granite plaques and pavers placed on and 
around the cruciform structure.
In his comments that day, the Bishop described the me-
morial as “a garden of dedication and remembrance,” call-
ing it “a great gift” to the parish.
The garden is a spiritual oasis in the midst of a busy com-
munity.  Benches on either side of the structure provide 
comfort to those who use the space as a place to reflect 
and pray.
Close to 75 plaques are in place. More are available.  In-
formation on how to purchase a space is available at the 
Parish Office: (203) 762-3928; bookkeeper@olfwilton.org.

Feast Day of  St. Thomas Becket: 
December 29
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Largest Showroom
On the East Coast

sales•service•installation

136 Water Street
Norwalk, CT 06854

(203) 847-1284
edsgaragedoors.com

Family Owned Since 1972

West Rock Shell
FOREIGN CAR 
SPECIALIST

Complete Automotive Service
(203) 847-2021
lancker@optonline.net

640 Main Ave. • Norwalk, CT
Larry Anker • Kevin Ancker

Residential & Commercial
Mike Amato

203-834-9715

167 Danbury Rd.

203-762-7370
www.oremsdiner.com

Wilton’s...Wilton’s...
Very OwnVery Own

Village
Market

203-762-7283

DEVINE
BROS.
S I N C E  1 9 1 8

Propane • Bioheat & Home Heating Oil
24 Hr. Heating & Cooling Service

203-866-4421203-866-4421
www.devinebioheat.com
www.devinebrosinc.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 
SERVICE & INSTALLATION SERVICE & INSTALLATION 

OIL & PROPANE DELIVERY
24 Hour Emergency Service

203-762-7994
ServcoOil.com

387 Danbury Road, Wilton
CT License #S1-0387053 HOD# 84

West Church Street • Wilton, CT
BoutonFuneralHome@yahoo.com 203-544-8461

Serving Wilton
& Georgetown

Since 1889

Realtor
Serving Wilton, 

Norwalk and all of 
Fairfi eld County

203-451-5959

Valerie Wy anValerie Wy anSixth Generation ~ Family Owned

5 East Wall Street • Norwalk | www.norwalkfh.com | 203-847-7291

John Lesko
Owner /Director

Harding N  F. H
Director/Owner

J  J. H

F U N E R A L  H O M E
210 POST ROAD EAST, WESPORT, CT 06880
www.HardingFuneral.com • 203/227-3458

We Own and Operate Our Own Crematory
Funerals ~ Cremations ~ Memorials

199 Main Street, New Canaan, CT 06840
(203) 966-0700  www.HoytFuneralHome.com

T  M. G , C -O /D  (W  R )

N  F. C , C -O / D
K  L , F  /M  R .

B  G , F  D

Fairfield County Bank
203-431-7211

www.fairfieldcountybank.com

NMLS ID 516624

For all Veterinary inquiries & reservations:
Please call us at 203-838-8421

For All Boarding House Inquiries Call 203-866-2383
726 Connecticut Ave., Norwalk, CT 06854

Open 7 Days for Lunch & Dinner
FAST, FRESH DELIVERY!

Mon-Sat 11am-10pm
Sunday 12pm-9pm
pinocchiopizzact.com(203) 762-3700 Investment advice off ered through Merit Financial Group, LLC, 

an SEC registered investment adviser.

WILTON
203-403-3804

www.meritfa.com

AFRAID of the Dentist!??
It’s NORMAL

We Can HELP!
With

SEDATION Dentistry
No Lectures, No Guilt

203-762-5800
27 Danbury Road | Wilton WiltonDentist.com

Serving Westport,
Wilton, Norwalk, Darien,

New Canaan, Weston
Senior Relocation • Downsizing • Decluttering

Estate Sales & Online Auctions • Home Cleanouts
203-299-2181 • https://www.caringtransitionsofnorwalkct.com

Call for a Free
Consultation!

Proudly serving
Wilton since 1978

Plan Your
Trip Today! 

203-762-2551

Pl
Tri

Custom rosaries, chaplets
jewelry & keepsakes made with 

wedding and funeral flowers
ROSARIESFROMFLOWERS.COM

978-851-9103

CONTACT ME
Judy McNee

jmcnee@jppc.net | (203) 856-9085

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY 
IN THE COMMUNITY
Place Your Ad Here

to Support Our Parish!

SINCE
1948

There’s Always
Something Cooking At:

401 Westport Avenue, Norwalk
203-847-2471 • www.aitoro.com

APPLIANCES • HDTV • HOME THEATER

F R E E
DOWNLOAD!Check out the 

latest off erings 
by your 

bulletin sponsors 
by downloading 

our app
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