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MASS INTENTIONS
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VP
PH

PH

PH
VP
VP

Saturday
8 a.m.

4:30 p.m.

Sunday
8 a.m.

9:30 a.m.

11 a.m.
4:30 p.m.
Monday
9a.m.
Tuesday
12:15 p.m.
Wednesday

Dec. 20

wCollective Intentions

'ﬁ'Mary Ann Rubsam 1yr anniversary
Dec. 21 (Fourth Sunday of Advent)

wAll Parishioners Living &
Deceased

TRichard Metz
w+Marilyn Ruegg
wPatricia Dellipoali

Dec 22

THenry K. Burda

Dec. 23 (St. John of Kanty)

Angela Tucciarone
Dec. 24

4:00 p.m..
6:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Midnight
Thursday

*Gene Rooney

TRipp, Nolan & Tierney Families
wrAlice Sharkey

wCarole DiGiovanni

Dec. 25 (Nativity of the Lord)

9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Noon
Friday
9a.m.
Saturday

¥Frank J. Pipp, Gloria C. Pipp
#Nick Zinicola
FDoris Driscoll

Dec. 26 (st. Stephen)

FCharles Gebbia 10th anniversary
Dec. 27 (st. John)

8 a.m.
4:30 p.m.
Sunday

8 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

11 a.m.
4:30 p.m.

#Norma Younie
#Fran Golen

Dec. 28 (The Holy Name of Jesus, Mary

and Joseph)

TAll Parishioners Living &
Deceased

FChris Terranova
wTAnthony & Rose Galasso
#Jan Hrebenko

Parish Office will be closed Wed. Dec. 24 until
Monday Dec. 29 at 9 am.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dec. 23 6:30 p.m. | Bible Study

Advent has prepared us for
the coming of Christ, and
this last week brought it all
together. "God so loved the il
world that he sent his only ~
Son" (John 3:16). And it is 'i*
because of that love that we
are called to be loving to the
stranger, oppressed, and
marginalized.

“

This week’s readings for Dec. 21, Fourth Sunday
of Advent #792A
First Reading: Isaiah 7:10-14
Second Reading: Romans 1:1-7
Gospel : Matthew 1:18-24

0964 Our Lady of Fatima, Wilton, CT

Father Paul,

Faith Formation, and the
Parish Office Staff wish you all a
most Blessed and Merry Christmas

with God’s blessings this

Christmas 2025!
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OUR LADY OF FATIMA RC CHURCH

4:30 p.m. Sun. Pastor Sun. Dec.
$1,220.00 Nov. 30 Fund Dec. 7 Monthly
8 a.m. Collection $7,370.08 $1,378.00 $9,444.00 $2,578.55
$1,028.00 | Envelopes 89 31 156
used
9:30 a.m. Online $5,462.33 $253.00 $2,792.00 $1,137.00
$894.58 Giving 119 3 77 16
Online users
11 a.m. TOTALS $12,832.41 | $1,631.00 | $12,236.00 | $3,715.55
@ SCAN ME $1,571.50
4:30 p.m. | Weekly Goal | $13,750.00 $13,750.00
To get started log on $926.00 | for budgeted
to :www.olfwilton.org and expenses
click on the online giving Mail | Shortfall $917.59 $1,514.00
logo, then follow the easy $1,730.00

registration steps. What we would need Immaculate Conception: $1,013.00
support for in the future:
¢ Remaining air condi-

tioner unit in church
¢ School roof-plan

¢ Convent will need to

Welcome Home!
Whether you are a visitor or

a Parishioner, welcome!
We hope you find Our Lady

"' O N |—| N E R EZJVG;I%%%WS for the of Fatima Parish Family
G IVI N G Convent spiritually nourishing, warm
Give Your Gift TODAY ¢ Continued mainte-  |and welcoming. Thank you for joining us for Mass.

painting

nance of trees
¢ Parish Center needs
new flooring and

¢ Church parking lot

Please Pray For Our Military

Stephen Acosta
Michael Chiappone
Thomas Correll

Rocco D’Amato
LCDR Brian A. Fritz

Mariah Kelly
Sgt. Jack Mariani
yan Meehan

Kathleen Murphy, Ensign
Marshall A. Paul

Thomas Prackup
CDR James Scianna

Matthew Smarrella
Senior Airman Timothy Sulli-
van, Jr.

Elliot Walker, Jr.
Robert Wendell

Please Pray For Our Sick and Infirm:

Sean Allan
Baby Gracie
Jacqueline Benson
Vikram Bhandari
Donna Britto
Joe Cardoso
Jane Cavanna
Gregory Clarke
Ethan Collins
Mary Ann Cote
Mia Cunningham
Darcy Driscoll
John Esposito
James Gunther
Alex Grano
Gina Hil
Kim Juhase
Janet Karabin
John Kealy

Special Intention
Jack Kelly
Mackenzie Keogh
Sheila Lane
June Lentini
Mark Montesano
John O’Connor
Ted Packard
Maria Reile
Ron Sands
Jack Scofield
Erasmo Signore
CIliff Smith
Jennifer Smith
Carl & Kay Ullman
Joshua Vahlsing
Donald Verrilli
Karen Volpe
Vivienne Wilkinson
Rose Zarb

Please inform our office (203) 762-3928, of anyone who
needs to be added or removed from the list or anyone

who has been hospitalized.

0964 Our Lady of Fatima, Wilton, CT
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MINISTRY

OUR LADY OF FATIMA CANDLE
Will burn for Seven Days

starting
December 24 for
Chris Terranova

THE GIVING TREE Your generosity has
once again been overwhelming. Thank you
all for your gifts, gift cards and monetary
donations. You have made many happy.
May you too receive the joy this Christmas!

Giving

You know when God keeps placing
something on your heart,
repeatedly, until you can
no longer ignore it?
Encounter God's love and mercy and be
drawn back into a deep relationship with
Him and His Church. We would love to
have you train to be a Eucharistic Minis-
ter or a Reader for Masses. Maybe you
would just like to serve the homebound
or minister at a nursing home. Training
is free and easy. Please call the office
203.762.3928 or let Fr. Paul know and
we will be happy to lead you to the right
direction. Your rewards will be plenty .

Our minds often tend to consider Dec.
25 as the end of Christmas, but on the
Church calendar, it’s just starting. De-
cember 25 to January 5 is recognized
as the twelve days of Christmas, ending
the day before the Epiphany when we
remember the Wise Men’s visit to wor-
ship the Christ Child.

We can easily pass through these
twelve days without much thought when
the excitement and exhaustion of Christ-
mas set in. The sometimes dreary days
of winter mix with a time of reflection on
the past year and the wonder of a new
one. It's easy to take a bit of a break in
our usual faith strengthening way and
routines. Keep focused on God’s words
and ways.

DEC JAN

25 " 05

0964 Our Lady of Fatima, Wilton, CT

& Thank you to the
Columbiettes for your most
° generous donation from the
THANK profit of the poinsettia plant
sale.
bl And thank you for hosting
the pasta dinner held after
the tree lighting last week-
end. It was a fun night had
by all.

\J
\\™
e
‘e

N,

"

Look who
arrived after the
9:30 Mass on
December 7

St Nicholas!

Christmas is such a busy time but I wanted to
thank all the helpers that came to stuff the
Christmas mailing and got all the labels on the
envelopes in speedy time. Thank you, thank
you for your generosity of time and talent.

During Advent and Christmas, the Church invites us to meditate
on the Light of the world - A light that shines from the heart of
the Trinity, a light that enters humanity hidden beneath Mary’s
heart in her womb, a light that ultimately shows itself to the
world from a manger in Bethlehem marked by the light of a star.
Jesus turns all of creation into a sanctuary - a holy place where
the presence of God dwells. And, that same light still burns for
us today in every Catholic church, represented by the small yet
powerful flame of the sanctuary lamp. The sanctuary candle
gently shows them that the Light who came at Christmas comes
to us again at every Mass, offering His love to our hearts.

Page 4



FAITH FORMATION

FTHomAINER IS | 2 eminder to parents of children participating in the

can ey
'waﬁﬂﬁ Pageant at the 4:00 Mass on Christmas Eve: Please
caBBLLLiliada ’ ]

arrive at church by 3:30 and check in with Mrs.
Rooney, Mrs. Terranova, or Mrs. O’Connell.

The next Faith Formation classes for both elementary and middle school
students will be held on January 11. Please remember to attend Mass

before class.

Reminder: Second grade Faith Formation students will have their
BLESSED Reconciliation books and their prayers checked on January 11
during class. Parents, please work with your children so they will have
completed their books and learned their prayers in time for January 11.

Thank you all for your generosity that was re-
ceived by families from Blessed Sacrament in
Bridgeport. You really know the meaning of
giving and Christmas.

SHARING OUR FAITH

There are many men and women who are not affili-
ated with any religion. They may be looking for the
comfort, peace, and strength that our Catholic faith
offers. Do you know people in this circumstance?
They may be very happy to talk with you or a priest
who will listen to their stories and invite them to consider becoming part
of our community of faith through the OCIA process. Approach them with
a warm and welcoming attitude and let God do the rest. For information
about OCIA, please contact Kathleen Rooney (krooney@olfwilton.org).

Come Home

“atholic Church

Please share this message with an inactive Catholic: At this time of the
year, our thoughts turn to being prepared to welcome our Savior. It is time
to get our spiritual life ready for Christmas. If you or someone in your life
have been “away” from the Church, now is the time to come home. Fill
your empty heart with the love and joy that Jesus brings to us every day.
It is never too late to return, regardless of how long you have not been a
practicing Catholic. Begin the road back by making an appointment with a
priest. He will be non-judgmental and will guide you through re-joining
your spiritual family. Give yourself this gift for Christmas and make it the
best Christmas ever!

4 If your child has received First Holy Communion

'?[ ALTAR SERVER 9 and would like to be trained to be an Altar Server,

J TRAINING please call the office to let us know so Fr. Paul can
start a class.

PARISH MINISTRIES
Adoration:
Daytime & Nighttime:

Brian Highland

olfnocturnaladoration@gmail.com
Altar Servers: Fr. Paul Hrebenko
203-762-3928
pastor@olfwilton.org
Bible Study: Fr. Paul Hrebenko
203-762-3928
Columbiettes:

Patty Terranova
p.a.terran@gmail.com
Extraordinary Ministers of the
Holy Eucharist:

Patty Terranova
p.a.terran@gmail.com
Funeral Hospitality:

Jeannie Rubsam
therubsam5@sbcglobal.net
Growing For Good:

Kathleen Rooney
roonskath@gmail.com
High School Bible Study
Maggie Kelly
kmaggiechris@gmail.com
Kennedy’s Rosary Project:

Mae Tighe maetighe@aol.com
Knights of Columbus:

Grand Knight—

Mike Healy
WiltonKnightsOfColum-
bus@gmail.com
http://
www.wiltonknightsofcolumbus.com/
Lectors:

Louis Furlo
louis.furlo@morleynet.com
Men’s Ministry:

Marty Kennedy
mkenned3@optonline.net
Mom’s Book Club:

Maggie Kelly & Amy Palma
kmaggiechris@gmail.com
Our Lady’s Association:

Anne Novitsky 203-762-7503
Respect Life:

Kathleen Dineen 203-762-7674
Social Media:

socialmedia@olfwilton.org
Soup Kitchen/Food Pantry
Ministry:

Sharon Steinberg
mcsharon100@optonline.net
Spiritual Break Group:

Ann Scozzafava 203-858-1867
Ushers:

Bob Lenihan
Bigleni@icloud.com
Walking With Purpose-(Girls)

Maggie Kelly kmaggiechris@gmail.com
Youth Group

203-216-5348

0964 Our Lady of Fatima, Wilton, CT
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The Birth Account Ignites Peace and Joy Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

Holidays and holy days each create a certain atmosphere around them. To mix them up, or to confuse
them, is a mistake. So, for instance, decorating your home with all kinds of red, white and blue stressing pat-
riotism does not really show the spirit of Christmas with its red and green.

The weak secular appraisal of the Christmas event as mainly a call to reignite brotherhood among nations is
just atheism trying to suppress Christ's coming. A much worse error than mixing up colors.

The simple and straightforward telling of the birth account of Jesus in St. Matthew's gospel puts forth the
truth and nothing but the truth. A baby was born to a Jewish couple of humble origins as part of a long held
and well prepared for plan to save mankind from sin and invite him to turn back to God.

The consequent atmosphere is one of true peace and deep joy that comes with renewed hope. Optimism
rekindled. Pessimism banished. So, there is no place for raucous shouting and revelry. Much less a frenzy
over who gets what as a gift under the artificial evergreen.

The calendar this year has given us a few days after this Fourth Sun-
day of Advent to stop, look and really listen to the gospel message.
To energize our faith in the God who proved His love for us by send-
ing His own Son to save us. As a result of the first Christmas, for the
first time in history, men had to look down to see heaven, for heaven
lay in a manger.

Remember the distraught man in Mark’s gospel whose son was pos-
sessed? When Jesus asked him “Do you believe? (I can do this?) the
man’s answer becomes a prayer for all of us many times in life, even
at Christmas: “Lord, | believe! Help my unbelief.”

God love you and yours and have a blest Christmas.

Prancer

Eight-year-old Jessica
still believes in Santa
Claus, reasoning that if Sy
there’s no Santa, then maybe there’s no God and if
that’s the case, how could her late mother be in
Heaven? Living on a struggling apple farm with her
widowed father (Sam Elliott) and older brother, Jes-
sica is devastated when she overhears her father
discussing plans to send her to live with her aunt
because he can barely make ends meet.

Prancer is a heartwarming yet unsentimental Christ-
mas film, portraying Jessica’s faith in Santa with
genuine respect while grounding the story in realis-
tic struggles of grief, financial worries, and family.
While younger viewers may enjoy Jessica’s mission
to care for the wounded reindeer, older viewers may
appreciate the characters’ contrasting perspectives.
Jessica holds earnest faith in Christmas magic,
while her father struggles under the weight of stress
and grief. Though he tries to protect his children
from his worries, his stress shows through, casting a
shadow on their relationship. The film is rated G,
and is appropriate for the whole family. Find it on an

App.

God and Art

Art and Decorations for
Advent and Christmas

Artistic decorations cap-
ture the spirit and signifi-
cance of the seasons
and help believers enter
the mystery of the Incar-
nation. The Advent
wreath consists of four
candles marking the
weeks of preparation for
Jesus’ birth and second
coming. The Nativity sce- §
ne represents the humble g
and miraculous birth of
Jesus. A Christmas tree
is adorned with lights and
ornaments, and a star or
angel at the top repre-
sents the Star of Bethle-
hem or the angelic announcement of Christ’s birth.

0964 Our Lady of Fatima, Wilton, CT ~ Page 6
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&t. John was Called t0 be an Apostie In the first Year of His public
minisery. He was the only one of the Twelve not to forsake our
Saviour duripg His Passion, He folinded many Churches In Asla,
wrote 3 Gospel and three Episties. The Emperor Dometian had
him Cast into a Cauldron o\ Of boiling il and he emerged
unhurt!. He lived and an extremely [ong life and died
in the year 100. ; 1

Come Pray this Christmas Season
It's five years since Bishop Frank Caggiano came to Our
Lady of Fatima parish on Aug. 15, 2020 to bless and dedi-
cate our Philip Tai Lauria Memorial/Prayer Garden. Itis
inspiring to see people come by to remember in prayer
family members and friends whose names have been in-
scribed on the granite plaques and pavers placed on and
around the cruciform structure.

In his comments that day, the Bishop described the me-
morial as “a garden of dedication and remembrance,” call-
ing it “a great gift” to the parish.

The garden is a spiritual oasis in the midst of a busy com-
munity. Benches on either side of the structure provide
comfort to those who use the space as a place to reflect
and pray.

Close to 75 plaques are in place. More are available. In- Feast Day of .St. John the A:postle:
formation on how to purchase a space is available at the December 27

Parish Office: (203) 762-3928; bookkeeper@olfwilton.org.

o 206 foin Sheppead - Dhstmibuied ty-Cathaolic Onling - www sarhobs org,

7. Kane Funeral Home |ESYCHOTHERAPY ¢ witam | Sotheby's
/ \ - ; . ASSOCIATES & :
Traditional & Cremation Services of Wilton
Pre-Planning & Pre-Funding - . . ) a1y
U www.jowdykanefuneralhome.com égﬂ',‘{'sdefif"g gg‘é@fh ot':haergg’y \Y| anry -

Daniel P. Jowdy, Director  203-438-6597 Adults « Adol ts « Child 2 g S0 s .
oy el Bozzuti Higgins
e American Red Cross

LCSW, ACSW

=" Someone Tleeds You! S e Riage R Choir Director
203-834-0187

VOLUN T EER 36 W. 44 St., NYC, NY for 30+ years,

and make a difference. 212-697-2307 and your trusted

(sz BLACK'S REAL ESTATE ADVISOR.

IS c. 203.216.7999
e. mhiggins@wpsir.com

« Basic Estate Planning
« Criminal Defense
« Bodily Injury

Connecting
R Referrals for all Legal Needs businesses to
| » : . customers
KevinBlack Sr. 15 g (I)‘;e; 53’6‘;\’9";0“ in realtime!
Kevin Black Jr. N -
Parishioners www.blackslawgroup.com 9: ww'taﬁ .%ame

“Recommended by Fr. Reggie in Flock Notes” Traditional - Cremation - Preplanning
Personalized Assisted Stretching for Optimal Wellness 203'866'5553

620 me LM 1
\jj e J O NGE Family Owned and Cperated
£ _,S_] Wi\ for 5 Generations
= = Established 1912
www.MagnerFuneralHome.com

Caraluz7se

q q P . 3. . WHERE TOP QUALITY MEETS LOW PRICES
Mention this ad for a 10% OLF Parishioner Discount www.caraluzzis.com

964 Our Lady of Fatima, Wilton, CT (1) John Patrick Publishing Co. 1.800.333.3166 « www.jppc.net
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5 River Rdad, Ste. 3, Wilton Jacob Mani Parishioner
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OIL & PROPANE DELIVERY
24 Hour Emergency Service

203-762-7994
ServcoOil.com

387 Danbury Road, Wilton
CT License #51-0387053 HOD# 84

q SERVCO )
011 & PROPANE

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
SERVICE & INSTALLATION

Directors:
William A. Skidd

Andrew D. Skidd |
William G. Lahey

Cherstnut
~ Elcctric_ Corp

Call us: - (203) 834 1130 areqas simce
Look us up: wwuw.chestnutelectric.com 1980!

ce w015 gNorwalkVetermary Hospital
(SR Please call us at 203-838-8421

Seruving Wilton &
surrounding

For all Veterinary inquiries & reservations: 7
For All Boarding House Inquiries Call 203-866-2383 ’
726 Connecticut Ave., Norwalk, CT 06854

o —

SixTH GENERATION ~ FAMILYy OWNED
JoHN LEsko

RAYMOND FUNERAL HOME OWNER /DIRECTOR

HOYT-COGNETTA FUNERAL HOME
5 East Wall Street « Norwalk | www.norwalkfh.com | 203-847-7291

P ELECTRICAL| 2%, gugfetsat Peace i
Yt SERVICES o [0 e amsomicre Valerie Wyman
Residential & Commercial ;n _"m‘:.?!’;"iﬁt‘mﬁia Realtor
Mike Amato services

Serving Wilton,

203-834-9715 wnwpetsatpeaceCT.com | (475) 731-4148 | Norwalk and all of

Custom rosaries, chaplets

AR[ /ewel & keepsakes made with

mg and funeral flowers
} .:FV978-85_1 9103

ROSARIESFROMFLOWERS (oM
B NG
? Open 7 Days for Lunch & Dinner
‘:_-rl - ] .ﬁ

FAST, FRESH DELIVERY!
PlZZ2A

Mon-Sat 11am-10pm  E%EE
%ﬁ
(203) 762-3700 pinocchiopizzact.com =S

MERIT

Financial Advisors
203-403-3804
= ] m

TruWealth®

catholicmatch’
Connecticut

Be

203-451-5959
Qntheb s

wilton‘\ 4

Goals-Based  Estate &

Invultirm's Ln.nn\f' for Widows ce l'ltel' Plan Your
www.meritfa.com ‘;’“"“l Itd.  1ip Today!
i  CatholicMatoh.com/dateCT [T WNMISARRT 5/ 7% )

Sunday 12pm-9pm
JOHN J. HARDING NEiL F. HARDING
j'[ClT’C[lTlﬂ Director/Owner
FUNERAL HOME

210 POST ROAD EAST, WESPORT, CT 06880
www.HardingFuneral.com « 203/227-3458

SINCE There’s Always
1946 ‘ Something Cooking At:

AITORO
)‘ -‘ APPLIANCES + HDTV « HOME THEATER
401 Westport Avenue, Norwalk

203-847-2471 « www.aitoro.com

{'\\ Caring Transitions.

Senior Relocation * Downsizing * Decluttering
Estate Sales & Online Auctions * Home Cleanouts

203-299-2181 e https://www.caringtransitionsofnorwalkct.com

AFRAID of the Dentist!??
It’s NORMAL
We Can HELP!
With
SEDATION Dentistry
No Lectures, No Guilt ¢ TH
203-762-5800 DENTISTRY

27 Danbury Road | Wilton WiltonDentist.com

Serving Westport,
Wilton, Norwalk, Darien,
New Canaan, Weston

Call for a Free
Consultation!

| Family Owned & Operated
203.846.2255

Wilton, Connecticut
We Own and Operate Our Own Crematory,
Funerals ~ Cremations ~ Memorials

199 Main Street, New Canaan, CT 06840
(203) 966-0700 www.HoytFuneralHome.com

Wilton’s...
Very Own

West Rock Shell
FOREIGN CAR
SPECIALIST

Complete Automotive Service

Village
(203) 847-2021
lancker@optonline.net

2 ; Market
N cﬂ!lﬂ“ 640 M A * N Ik, CT
203-762-7283 Lar?;:nk:? Kevf;r%?:ker

Cﬁmttnn Fhoeral Home

Serving Wilton
& Georgetown
Since 1889

West Church Street » Wilton, CT
BoutonFuneralHome@yahoo.com 203-544-8461

SCHOOLHOUSE
ACADEMY

An Innovative
Independent Private

School

LEARN MORE AT
schoolhouseacademy.net

Fairfield County Bank
203-431-7211

www.fairfieldcountybank.com

Member
EDIC nmLs 1D 516624 &3

Chech out the DOWNLOAD!

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1972

ED'S GARAGE DOORS

LARGEST SHOWROOM
ON THE EAST COAST

SALES * SERVICE * INSTALLATION

136 WATER STREET
NORWALK, CT 06854

(203) 847-1284
EDSGARAGEDOORS.COM

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY
IN THE COMMUNITY
Place Your Ad Here

to Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME

Judy McNee

jmcnee@jppc.net | (203) 856-9085

THOMAS M. GALLAGHER, CO-OWNER/DIRECTOR (WiLTON RESIDENT)
NicHoLAS F. COGNETTA, Co-OWNER/ DIRECTOR
KURT LiLJA, FUNERAL DIRECTOR/MONUMENT REP.

Funeral Home BRIAN GARRITY, FUNERAL DIRECTOR

& Cremation Service - New Canaan, CT

964 Our Lady of Fatima, Wilton, CT (B)

John Patrick Publishing Co. 1.800.333.3166 * www.jppc.net
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