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OOurr Ladyy off Fatimaa RCC Churchh 
2299 Danburyy Roadd  Wilton,, CTT 068977 203-762-39288 

Secondd Sundayy off Adventt 
Decemberr 7,, 20255 

WEEKEND  MASSES
Saturday 8 a.m.
Saturday 4:30 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m.
Children’s 9:30 a.m.
Choir 11 a.m.
Teen 4:30 p.m.

CONFESSIONS
Saturday 3:30 p.m.

Monday-Wednesday-Friday: 9a.m. Mass Tuesday- Thursday 12:15 pm Mass
WEBSITE: OLFWILTON.ORG

PASTOR
Fr. Paul Hrebenko
pastor@olfwilton.org

Of ice Manager
Nancy O’Connell
bookkeeperolf@gmail.com

Faith Formation  
(203)762-9080
Kathleen Rooney, DRE
krooney @olfwilton.org

Ali Lombardi, Assistant
Alison.Lombardi@olfwilton.org

Music
Daniel Alasuvanto
dalasuvanto@olfwilton.org

Parish Of ice  
(203)762-3928

Of ice Hours:
Monday—Friday 
9a.m. to 5p.m.
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PARISHH ANNOUNCEMENTSS MASSS INTENTIONSS 
Saturday Dec. 6 (St. Nicholas)

PH 8 a.m. Frederick Highland
VP 4:30 p.m. Phil Steinberg

Sunday Dec. 7 (Second Sunday of Advent)

PH     8 a.m. Reising Family
PH    9:30 a.m. Joaquim Henriques
VP 11 a.m. Consuelo Gomez, Mona 

Lawandos
VP 4:30 p.m. Eleanor Vose

Monday Dec 8 (Immaculate Conception)

VP 9 a.m. John Cole
PH 5:30 p.m. Michael Gray, Jr.

Tuesday Dec. 9 (St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin)

PH 12:15 p.m. Patricia Martino
Wednesday Dec. 10  (Our Lady of Loreto)

VP 9:00 a.m. Richard Metz
Thursday Dec. 11 (St. Damasus I)

VP 12:15 p.m. Vera Cody 1 yr. anniversary 

Friday Dec. 12  (Our Lady of Guadalupe)

PH 9 a.m. Peter Gibbons
Saturday Dec. 13 (St. Lucy)

VP 8 a.m. William Vincent Burke
PH 4:30 p.m. Carmelo Tomas

Sunday Dec. 14 (Third Sunday of Advent)

PH     8 a.m. All Parishioners Living & 
Deceased

VP    9:30 a.m. Paul DeNobrega
PH 11 a.m. Consueio Duplat
VP 4:30 p.m. Mary and Kevin Langan

This week’s readings for Dec. 7, Second Sunday 
of Advent  #786
First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10
Second Reading: Romans 15:4-9
Gospel : Matthew 3:1-12

Dec. 9 6:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Bible Study
Blaze

Dec. 10 12:30 pm
4:15 p.m.

Duplicate Bridge
Rehearsal-Pageant

Dec. 11 4:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Children’s Choir
Taize Concert

Taizé Prayer Service

Please join us in Church at 7pm on THURSDAY 
12/11 for a meditative Advent Taizé prayer ser-
vice. It is a perfect time to take a break from the 
hustle and bustle of the holiday season and fo-
cus on the coming of the Lord with song and 
prayer.

Second Collection TODAY is the our Monthly 
Collection for the needs of the Parish

December 8th is the Feast of the Im-
maculate Conception of Mary and is 
the Patronal Feast of the Church of 
America. It has been restored as a 
Holy Day of Obligation and therefore 
you are obligated to attend Mass.  
The Masses on Monday, Dec. 8 will 
be at 9 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

NN ext weekend the 
second collection 

supports the Retirement 
Fund for Religious.  
Support those who have 
dedicated their lives to 
service-praying, teaching, and caring for those in 
need-usually for little to no pay.  Today, their reli-
gious communities do not have enough retirement 
savings.  Your donation provides for the essential 
care, medicine, and daily needs of thousands of 
senior women and men religious.  Please give gen-
erously.

2026 Calendars are available at the Church doors 
compliments of Collins Funeral Home.

This weekend is known as Accountability Sunday.  
All parishes publish financial reports. Our year runs 
July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025.  Statements can be 
found at the Church doors and on our website: 
www.olfwilton.org.

Advent invites us to slow down and prepare our 
hearts for Jesus—but with the world's constant 

noise and pressure, finding 
peace can feel impossible. 

This Advent, let's say no to be-
ing overwhelmed by the secular 
world and yes to the overshad-
owing of the Spirit. 
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Please Pray For Our Military
Stephen Acosta

Michael Chiappone
Thomas Correll
Rocco D’Amato

LCDR Brian A. Fritz
Mariah Kelly

Sgt. Jack Mariani
Ryan Meehan

Kathleen Murphy, Ensign
Marshall A. Paul
Thomas Prackup

CDR James Scianna
Matthew Smarrella

Senior Airman Timothy Sulli-
van, Jr.

Elliot Walker, Jr.
Robert Wendell

OUR LADY OF FATIMA RC CHURCH

Pleasee Prayy Forr Ourr Sickk andd In rm:: 

Please inform our office (203) 762-3928, of anyone who 
needs to be added or removed from the list or anyone 

who has been hospitalized.

Sean Allan
Baby Gracie

Jacqueline Benson
Vikram Bhandari

Donna Britto
Joe Cardoso

Jane Cavanna
Gregory Clarke
Ethan Collins
Mary Ann Cote

Mia Cunningham
Darcy Driscoll
John Esposito
James Gunther

Alex Grano
Gina Hil

Kim Juhase
Janet & Chris Karabin

John Kealy

Special Intention
Jack Kelly

Mackenzie Keogh
Sheila Lane
June Lentini

Mark Montesano
John O’Connor

Ted Packard
Maria Reile
Ron Sands

Jack Scofield
Erasmo Signore

Cliff Smith
Jennifer Smith

Carl & Kay Ullman
Joshua Vahlsing

Donald Verrilli
Karen Volpe

Vivienne Wilkinson
Rose Zarb

4:30 p.m.
$1,223.00

Sun.
Nov. 23

Retired
Dio. Priests

Sun.
Nov.30

Pastor 
Fund

8 a.m.
$1,175.00

Collection
Envelopes 

used

$7,246.00
92

$1,908.00
31

$7,370.08
89

$1,378.00
31

9:30 a.m.
$1,205.00

Online 
Giving

Online users

$1,908.00
86

$136.00
4

$5,462.33
119

$53.00
1

11 a.m.
$1,157.00

TOTALS $9,154.00 $2,044.00 $12,832.41 $1,431.00

4:30 p.m.
$839.00

Weekly Goal
for budgeted 

expenses

$13,750.00 $13,750.00

Mail
$1,647.00

Shortfall $4,596.00 $917.59

To get started log on 
to :www.olfwilton.org and 
click on the online giving 

logo, then follow the easy 
registration steps.

What we would need sup-
port for in the future:
Remaining air condi-
tioner unit in church 
School roof-plan
Convent will need to 
be resided
New windows for the 
Convent
Continued mainte-
nance of trees
Parish Center needs 
new flooring and 
painting
Church parking lot

Many, many thanks for the beautiful Thanksgiving decorations from 
“Abba House.”  The altar looked amazing.  We are so very blessed.  
Thank you.
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MINISTRY

We are in need of more 
Lectors and Eucharistic 

Ministers 
If you are interested in one of the minis-
tries, we will gladly help you. We send 
you the link to take a course, we will 
show you how to get Virtus trained and 
then train you to be a minister. Liturgical 
ministry is an excellent opportunity to 
fulfill your baptismal call of service to 
one another. This engaging liturgical 
celebration utilizes the talents and gifts 
that God has given this community to 
the fullest extent. Whether participation 
is through “behind the scenes” prepara-
tion and planning or through a public 
role of service within the Mass, such as 
reader or Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion (EMHC), your participation 
brings life to our celebrations. Call the 
office 203.762.3928 and get started!

We welcome the newly 
Baptized into the family 

of 
Our Lady of Fatima Par-

ish:
Lillyy Brittt Kryvyyy 

 
Congratulations to her parents, family, 

and friends.

THE GIVING 
TREE is in the 
Parish Center.  Be 
an angel and take 
an angel card.  We 
thank you all for 

such a quick response to the Giving 
Tree.  Your generosity has been over-
whelming. Please return the gifts by the 
weekend of December 14th  to the Par-
ish Center or Office.   As always, we 
thank you for your generosity.

BANNS III
Rachell Redaa && Peterr Lacerenzaa 

FLOWER DONATIONS FOR CHRISTMAS (AND 
EASTER) actually pay for the seasonal decorations AND 
ALL LIVE FLOWERS throughout the year.   Please be 
generous.  CHRISTMAS FLOWER ENVELOPES were
included in your December envelope packet for you to 
memorialize your loved ones during this holy season.  
Please PRINT names clearly and return your envelope 
by Monday Dec. 15.  An insert with names will be included 
in the bulletin on the December 20/21 weekend. 
Extra envelopes are available at the church doors. 

Our Lady’s Association cordially 
invites all women of the Parish 
to our annual Christmas Lunch-

eon TUESDAY, Dec. 16th at Red 
Rooster at Noon.   RSVP: jplod-
er@optimum.net or 
mikenovit@optonline.net
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FAITH FORMATION 
PARISH MINISTRIES 

Adoration: 
 Daytime & Nighttime: 
    Brian Highland 
 olfnocturnaladoration@gmail.com 
Altar Servers:   Fr. Paul Hrebenko 
203-762-3928 
pastor@olfwilton.org 
Bible Study: Fr. Paul Hrebenko 
203-762-3928 
Columbiettes:  
    Patty Terranova 
p.a.terran@gmail.com 
Extraordinary Ministers of the 
Holy Eucharist:  
    Patty Terranova 
p.a.terran@gmail.com 
Funeral Hospitality:  
    Jeannie Rubsam 
therubsam5@sbcglobal.net 
Growing For Good:  
    Kathleen Rooney  
roonskath@gmail.com 
High School Bible Study 
Maggie Kelly 
kmaggiechris@gmail.com 
Kennedy’s Rosary Project:  
    Mae Tighe   maetighe@aol.com 
Knights of Columbus:  
Grand Knight— 
    Mike Healy 
WiltonKnightsOfColum-
bus@gmail.com 
http://
www.wiltonknightsofcolumbus.com/ 
Lectors:  
    Louis Furlo 
louis.furlo@morleynet.com 
Men’s Ministry:  
    Marty Kennedy 
mkenned3@optonline.net 
Mom’s Book Club: 
    Maggie Kelly & Amy Palma 
kmaggiechris@gmail.com 
Our Lady’s Association:  
    Anne Novitsky  203-762-7503 
Respect Life:  
    Kathleen Dineen   203-762-7674 
Social Media:  
  socialmedia@olfwilton.org 
Soup Kitchen/Food Pantry  
Ministry:  
    Sharon Steinberg      
mcsharon100@optonline.net 
Spiritual Break Group:  
    Ann Scozzafava 203-858-1867 
Ushers:  
    Bob Lenihan         203-216-5348 
Bigleni@icloud.com 
Walking With Purpose-(Girls) 
    Maggie Kelly kmaggiechris@gmail.com 
Youth Group  

If  your child has received First Holy Commun-
ion and would like to be trained to be an Altar 
Server, please call the office to let us know so 
Fr. Paul can start a class. 

SHARING OUR FAITH 
Is there someone who comes to Mass with you and perhaps attends par-
ish activities? If so, have you ever asked him or her to consider learning 
more about our religion? Why not invite your non-Catholic friend or family 
member to call Kathleen Rooney (203-762-9080) to learn about OCIA, a 
process through which inquirers explore the teachings of the Catholic 
Church? As Christmas approaches, think about how you can be God’s 
instrument in bringing our Catholic faith to others. What a wonderful gift! 

A special guest for the children will be at the 9:30 
Mass TODAY, December 7. All children are encour-
aged to attend! 

Don’t forget the Christmas Poster contest for children in grades 1-8 to be 
held in the Parish Center after the 9:30 Mass TODAY. Prizes will be 
awarded. Come and join the fun!  

Grades 1-5 Faith Formation students will meet for Mass and class on De-
cember 14. The next Mass and class for grades 6-8 will be on January 
11. 

Reminder to parents of second graders: The BLESSED Reconciliation 
books and prayers will be checked on January 11. Please make sure that 
your children are  working on their BLESSED book and learning their 
prayers. 

The first rehearsal for the Christmas Eve Children’s 
Mass at 4:00 will be held on Wednesday, December 
10. It is important that all children who signed up for 
the pageant attend the rehearsals in church. 

Is there a piece of your heart that longs to be reunited with your parish 
family and join with them in the Eucharistic celebration? If you or some-
one you know has not received the sacraments for a period of time---long 
or short---please know that there are priests who can help you re-join the 
Catholic community. Any priest would feel blessed to help one who has 
been “away” from active practice of our faith to return and feel spiritually 
alive once again through reception of the sacraments. Don’t hesitate to 
call one. 
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Learning the Truth in a Meaningful Way                Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson
Those of us of “a certain age” became educated by a process called “Rote Learning.” You’ll recognize it 

as I define it here: “a memorization method that relies on repetition and drilling 
to commit information to memory without necessarily understanding the under-
lying concepts.” It is a technique for retaining specific facts, like the times table, 
historical dates, and vocabulary, and that allows for quick recall, but it does not 
foster critical thinking, or deep comprehension of the subject matter. In addition, 
with the passage of time, we have learned that rote learning does not prepare 
youngsters for higher education and does not usually build knowledge. Yet, for all 
that last critique, I can quickly recall 9×6=54 when I need it, without turning to my 
smart phone.

All of this brings us to consider how the ancient Hebrews in Our Lord’s audience 
had no choice but rote learning. This was underscored by the twin facts that 
there was no printed matter to refer to, and for the common folk at least, no way 
to read if there had been.  

No wonder, then, that Our Lord, as the Master Teacher, would tell stories to bolster their knowledge of 
truth, with what we would call today “meaningful learning.” For example: How to be a good neigh-
bor? Consider the classic parable of “The Good Samaritan.”

Even we moderns can learn from John the Baptist’s living example and his preaching, what the short 
season of Advent is all about. He doesn’t tell stories, like his cousin does. But watching him and listen-
ing to him is enough. He tells us to “Repent, because the Kingdom of heaven is near.” That kingdom 
was afterward personified by the Infant in the manager.

In practical terms, observing Advent could mean some deliberate fasting before the coming feasting. Or 
scheduling some quiet time away from the hustle and bustle of these weeks to pray. Certainly, the 
making of a good confession in Advent is a good idea, because it clears away the debris from the 
“stable” of our souls to welcome Jesus.

Of course, there are other ways to learn besides the two I have mentioned. Not necessarily all pleas-
ant. We have this story of a man who wanted to train his mule. The first thing he did was to pick up a 

big stick and hit the mule with a resounding wallop 
between the ears. As the mule staggered about, 
someone said to him “What’s the matter with 
you? Why did you do that awful thing? The man 
said. “Listen, to teach a mule, you must first get his 
attention.”

Poor mule! Yet anybody who has taught knows you 
need the attention first. Let the Advent season get 
our attention for authentic prep for Christmas.

God love you and have a good Advent week.

Stories
Stories that include a child or family 
member’s journey of faith can provide 
examples of how everyone’s relation-
ship with Christ can be ever-growing 
and lifelong. 
Trials and Tribulations
Stories can be about family trials and 
tribulations and faith’s role in perse-

verance and finding hope. When there are setbacks in 
life, our relationships can be a meaningful source of 
stability and guidance; this is especially the case with 
Jesus Christ. Telling your children about your faith and 
encounters with Christ when you needed him the most 
can be powerful. 
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Individual • Couple • Family
Counseling & Psychotherapy

 Adults • Adolescents • Children
Barbara Despres,

LCSW, ACSW
89 Blue Ridge Rd. 
(Off  Rte. 7), Wilton
203-834-0187

36 W. 44 St., NYC, NY
212-697-2307

ASSOCIATES
of Wilton

PSYCHOTHERAPY

www.caraluzzis.com

Kane Funeral Home
Traditional & Cremation Services 

Pre-Planning & Pre-Funding
www.jowdykanefuneralhome.com

Daniel P. Jowdy, Director      203-438-6597

Mention this ad for a 10% OLF Parishioner Discount

www.thevitalstretch.com

Connecting 
businesses to 

customers 
in realtime!

• Basic Estate Planning
• Criminal Defense
• Bodily Injury
• Referrals for all Legal Needs

15 River Rd., Wilton
203-529-6897

www.blackslawgroup.com

Kevin Black Sr.
Kevin Black Jr.
Parishioners

Magner
Funeral Home

Tradi  onal - Crema  on - Preplanning
203-866-5553

Family Owned and Operated
for 5 Generations
Established 1912

www.MagnerFuneralHome.com

Come Pray During Advent
It’s five years since Bishop Frank Caggiano came to Our 
Lady of Fatima parish on Aug. 15, 2020 to bless and dedi-
cate our Philip Tai Lauria Memorial/Prayer Garden.  It is 
inspiring to see people come by to remember in prayer 
family members and friends whose names have been in-
scribed on the granite plaques and pavers placed on and 
around the cruciform structure.
In his comments that day, the Bishop described the me-
morial as “a garden of dedication and remembrance,” call-
ing it “a great gift” to the parish.
The garden is a spiritual oasis in the midst of a busy com-
munity.  Benches on either side of the structure provide 
comfort to those who use the space as a place to reflect 
and pray.
Close to 75 plaques are in place. More are available.  In-
formation on how to purchase a space is available at the 
Parish Office: (203) 762-3928; bookkeeper@olfwilton.org.

Feast Day of St. Leo the Great: Nov. 10Feast Day of  St. Juan Diego: 
December 9
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Largest Showroom
On the East Coast

sales•service•installation

136 Water Street
Norwalk, CT 06854

(203) 847-1284
edsgaragedoors.com

Family Owned Since 1972

West Rock Shell
FOREIGN CAR 
SPECIALIST

Complete Automotive Service
(203) 847-2021
lancker@optonline.net

640 Main Ave. • Norwalk, CT
Larry Anker • Kevin Ancker

Residential & Commercial
Mike Amato

203-834-9715

167 Danbury Rd.

203-762-7370
www.oremsdiner.com

Wilton’s...Wilton’s...
Very OwnVery Own

Village
Market

203-762-7283

DEVINE
BROS.
S I N C E  1 9 1 8

Propane • Bioheat & Home Heating Oil
24 Hr. Heating & Cooling Service

203-866-4421203-866-4421
www.devinebioheat.com
www.devinebrosinc.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 
SERVICE & INSTALLATION SERVICE & INSTALLATION 

OIL & PROPANE DELIVERY
24 Hour Emergency Service

203-762-7994
ServcoOil.com

387 Danbury Road, Wilton
CT License #S1-0387053 HOD# 84

West Church Street • Wilton, CT
BoutonFuneralHome@yahoo.com 203-544-8461

Serving Wilton
& Georgetown

Since 1889

Realtor
Serving Wilton, 

Norwalk and all of 
Fairfi eld County

203-451-5959

Valerie Wy anValerie Wy an

Sixth Generation ~ Family Owned

5 East Wall Street • Norwalk | www.norwalkfh.com | 203-847-7291

John Lesko
Owner /Director

Harding N  F. H
Director/Owner

J  J. H

F U N E R A L  H O M E
210 POST ROAD EAST, WESPORT, CT 06880
www.HardingFuneral.com • 203/227-3458

We Own and Operate Our Own Crematory
Funerals ~ Cremations ~ Memorials

199 Main Street, New Canaan, CT 06840
(203) 966-0700  www.HoytFuneralHome.com

T  M. G , C -O /D  (W  R )

N  F. C , C -O / D
K  L , F  /M  R .

B  G , F  D

Fairfield County Bank
203-431-7211

www.fairfieldcountybank.com

NMLS ID 516624

For all Veterinary inquiries & reservations:
Please call us at 203-838-8421

For All Boarding House Inquiries Call 203-866-2383
726 Connecticut Ave., Norwalk, CT 06854

ABA-Autism Treatment Services
Servicing persons with ASD diagnosis

We accept: Anthem BCBS, Aetna & Husky

Please call 718-200-3746
or visit our website

https://great-ambitions-llc.ueniweb.com/

BA A i T i

Open 7 Days for Lunch & Dinner
FAST, FRESH DELIVERY!

Mon-Sat 11am-10pm
Sunday 12pm-9pm
pinocchiopizzact.com(203) 762-3700 Investment advice off ered through Merit Financial Group, LLC, 

an SEC registered investment adviser.

WILTON
203-403-3804

www.meritfa.com

AFRAID of the Dentist!??
It’s NORMAL

We Can HELP!
With

SEDATION Dentistry
No Lectures, No Guilt

203-762-5800
27 Danbury Road | Wilton WiltonDentist.com

Serving Westport,
Wilton, Norwalk, Darien,

New Canaan, Weston
Senior Relocation • Downsizing • Decluttering

Estate Sales & Online Auctions • Home Cleanouts
203-299-2181 • https://www.caringtransitionsofnorwalkct.com

Call for a Free
Consultation!

Proudly serving
Wilton since 1978

Plan Your
Trip Today! 

203-762-2551

Pl
Tri

Custom rosaries, chaplets
jewelry & keepsakes made with 

wedding and funeral flowers
ROSARIESFROMFLOWERS.COM

978-851-9103

CONTACT ME
Judy McNee

jmcnee@jppc.net | (203) 856-9085

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY 
IN THE COMMUNITY
Place Your Ad Here

to Support Our Parish!

SINCE
1948

There’s Always
Something Cooking At:

401 Westport Avenue, Norwalk
203-847-2471 • www.aitoro.com

APPLIANCES • HDTV • HOME THEATER
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