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OOurr Ladyy off Fatimaa RCC 
Churchh 

2299 Danburyy Roadd  Wilton,, CTT 068977 203-
762-39288 

Thirdd Sundayy inn Ordinaryy Timee 
Januaryy 25,, 20266 

WEEKEND  MASSES
Saturday 8 a.m.
Saturday 4:30 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m.
Children’s   9:30 a.m.
Choir 11 a.m.
Teen   4:30 p.m.

CONFESSIONS
Saturday 3:30 p.m.

Monday-Wednesday-Friday: 9a.m. Mass Tuesday- Thursday 12:15 pm Mass
WEBSITE: OLFWILTON.ORG

PASTOR
Fr. Paul Hrebenko
pastor@olfwilton.org

Of ice Manager
Nancy O’Connell
bookkeeperolf@gmail.com

Faith Formation  
(203)762-9080
Kathleen Rooney, DRE
krooney @olfwilton.org

Ali Lombardi, Assistant
Alison.Lombardi@olfwilton.org

Music
Daniel Alasuvanto
dalasuvanto@olfwilton.org

Parish Of ice  
(203)762-3928

Of ice Hours:
Monday—Friday 
9a.m. to 5p.m.
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PARISHH ANNOUNCEMENTSS MASSS INTENTIONSS 
Saturday Jan. 24 (St. Francis de Sales)

VP 8 a.m. Mary, Your Beloved Sister
VP 4:30 p.m. Mary and Marty Kennedy

Sunday Jan . 25 (Third Sunday in Ordinary 
Time)

VP     8 a.m. Nancy D’Acunto
VP    9:30 a.m. All Parishioners Living & 

Deceased
VP 11 a.m. Arthur Malcarney
VP 4:30 p.m. Ronald Calabrese

Monday Jan. 26 (Ss. Timothy and Titus)

VP 9 a.m. Eileen Ryan 1 yr anniversary

Tuesday Jan 27 (St. Angela Merici)

VP 12:15 p.m. Thomas A. Moore 14th anniversary

Wednesday Jan. 28  (St. Thomas Aquinas)

VP 9 a.m. Paul Romano
Thursday Jan. 29

VP 12:15 p.m. Vallerie Diane Kafka
Friday Jan. 30  

VP 9 a.m. Mrs. Greenberg
Saturday Jan. 31 (St. John Bosco)

VP 8 a.m. George Dang
VP 4:30 p.m. Francesco Siano

Sunday Feb. 1 (Fourth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time)

VP     8 a.m. All Parishioners Living & 
Deceased

VP    9:30 a.m. Anthony & Rose Galasso
VP 11 a.m. John A. Mauracade

VP 4:30 p.m. Kelly Marie McLaughlin Heise

Please pray for the repose of the soul of 
Marty Kennedy. May Christ, Our Savior, 
grant him everlasting rest.

This week’s readings for Jan. 25, Third Sunday in 
Ordinary Time #859 A
First Reading: Isaiah 8:23-9:3
Second Reading: 1Corinthians 1:10-13, 17
Gospel : Matthew 4:12-23

Jan. 27 6:30 p.m. Bible Study

Jan. 28 12:30 p.m. Duplicate Bridge

This weekend we will take up the Collection for the 
Church in Latin America.  For many in Latin Ameri-
ca and the Caribbean, a rising secular culture, diffi-
cult rural Terrain, and a shortage of ministers  all 
present obstacles to practicing the faith.  Your sup-
port for the collection provides lay leadership train-
ing, catechesis, priestly and religious formation, 
and other programs to share our Catholic faith with 
those  who long to hear the Good News of Christ.    
Thank you for your generosity.

SECOND COLLECTION
Next week’s second collection is our Monthly Col-
lection for the needs of the Parish.  Thank you for 
your generosity.

There will not be music at any of the 
Masses THIS weekend, January 24 and 
25.

Contribution Tax Statements were mailed out in 
January 2026 to all Parishioners who contribut-
ed $250 or more to our Parish Offertory this 
year. The Diocese has switched us to a new da-
tabase and the contributions statements look 
much different then previous years.  Hopefully, 
by next year we can get them to look a bit bet-
ter.  Thank you for your kindness and under-
standing.

Go to: https://give.housatonichabitat.org/
application_cycles/52/apply
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Please Pray For Our Military
Stephen Acosta

Michael Chiappone
Thomas Correll
Rocco D’Amato

LCDR Brian A. Fritz
Mariah Kelly

Sgt. Jack Mariani
Ryan Meehan

Kathleen Murphy, Ensign
Marshall A. Paul
Thomas Prackup

CDR James Scianna
Matthew Smarrella

Senior Airman Timothy Sullivan, Jr.
Elliot Walker, Jr.
Robert Wendell

OUR LADY OF FATIMA RC CHURCH

Pleasee Prayy Forr Ourr Sickk andd In rm:: 

Please inform our office (203) 762-3928, of anyone who 
needs to be added or removed from the list or anyone 

who has been hospitalized.

Sean Allan
Baby Gracie

Jacqueline Benson
Vikram Bhandari

Donna Britto
Joe Cardoso

Jane Cavanna
Gregory Clarke
Ethan Collins
Mary Ann Cote

Mia Cunningham
Darcy Driscoll
John Esposito
James Gunther

Alex Grano
Gina Hil

Kim Juhase
Janet Karabin

John Kealy

Special Intention
Jack Kelly

Mackenzie Keogh
Sheila Lane
June Lentini

Mark Montesano
John O’Connor

Ted Packard
Maria Reile
Ron Sands

Jack Scofield
Erasmo Signore

Cliff Smith
Jennifer Smith

Carl & Kay Ullman
Joshua Vahlsing

Donald Verrilli
Karen Volpe

Vivienne Wilkinson
Rose Zarb

Trustees Finance Chair
Frank DeRosa            George Seeberger 

     Robert Sweeny             (203) 761-9330

To get started log on 
to :www.olfwilton.org and 
click on the online giving 

logo, then follow the easy 
registration steps.

Welcome Home!
Whether you are a visi-
tor or a Parishioner, 
welcome!  We hope 
you find Our Lady of 
Fatima Parish Family 

spiritually nourishing, warm and welcoming.  
Thank you for joining us for Mass.  

What we would need support 
for in the future:

Remaining air conditioner 
unit in church 
School roof-plan
Convent will need to be re-
sided
New windows for the Con-
vent
Continued maintenance of 
trees
Parish Center needs new 
flooring and painting
Church parking lot

4:30 p.m.
$978.50

Sunday
Jan. 18

8 a.m.
$820.00

Collection
Envelopes 

used

$4,024.50
53

9:30 a.m.
$397.00

Online 
Giving

Online users

$4,213.00
95

11 a.m.
$681.00

TOTALS $8,237.50

4:30 p.m.
$518.00

Weekly Goal
for budgeted 

expenses

$13,750.00

Mail
$630.00

Shortfall $5,512.50
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MINISTRY 
OUR LADY OF FATIMA CANDLE 

Will burn for Seven Days  
starting  

January 30 for  
 

Peter K. Warren 

Join us for Bible Study.   You don't have to make every session as each week will focus on 
the upcoming Sunday Readings.  All materials will be provided and there is no cost. So 
please feel free to join us in the Conference Room in the Parish Office on Tuesday evenings 
at 6:30.  Questions? Feel free to call the office. (203) 762-3928    ALL ARE WELCOME 

When Jesus begins to preach, he starts by saying 
“Repent” (today’s Gospel). When John the Baptist began to 
preach, he said, “Repent” (see Mt. 3:1-2). When Peter began to 
preach on the day of Pentecost, he said, “Repent” (see Acts 
2:38). The readings talk today about light breaking into darkness. 
Repentance, whose Greek words means a change of the mind, 
is enlightenment that what one may have thought was right is 
actually wrong, and what one thought led to happiness and fulfill-
ment actually does not.  

The imperative to repent, furthermore, comes about precisely 
because light has broken into darkness. Jesus says in today’s 
Gospel passage that the reason, motive, and basis for repent-
ance is that “the Kingdom of heaven is at hand.” A kingdom has 
broken into the world; therefore, we see its light, are attracted by 
it, and begin to move in its direction. This means breaking from 
sin and from all that leads us away from the light. 

The great darkness of our day is the myth that some human 
lives, particularly those in the womb, just don’t count. To so 
many, these lives are not worthy of constitutional protection, not 
worthy of our public witness, and not even worthy of discussion.  

Often, this is because of the very phenomenon Paul describes in 
the second reading. “I belong to this political party.” “I belong to 
that organization.” “I follow this particular philosophy or theolo-
gy.” Based on many of these false divisions among us, some try 
to justify “the right to choose” abortion.  

Yet Christ breaks through these false divisions. If all are one in 
Christ Jesus, it is because he has united all human life to himself 
and given us all an equal call to salvation and eternal life. Rais-
ing human life to the heights of heaven, he has raised men and 
women, born and unborn. There is only one human nature, and 
by the Incarnation and the Paschal Mystery, everyone who 
shares that human nature now also shares access to the very 
life of God. Because of that, we uphold the dignity of every per-
son. This indeed is the light that has broken into our darkness, 
the Kingdom of God that ushers us to repentance. 

Feast of St. Blaise 
St. Blaise was an early-fourth-century 
physician.  After the death of the local 
bishop, Blaise was chosen to succeed 
him.  He didn’t want to live in the man-
sion of the bishop but instead chose to 
live in a cave.  He tended to the spiritu-
al needs of the faithful and because he 
was a physician, he took care of their 
medical  needs as well. 
In 316, the governor arrived at Blaise's 

cave and arrested him 
for being Christian.  
While being escorted 
out, a distraught wom-
an ran up to him, car-
rying her young son 
who was choking on a 
fishbone.  She laid her 
son at his feet and he 
was immediately 
healed.  The governor, 
unmoved, beheaded 
St. Blaise.  The martyr 

is one of the Fourteen Holy Helpers.  
St. Blaise’s intercession is now invoked 
against choking and other ailments of 
the throat. 
 
After Mass on Tuesday, Feb. 3, Fr. will 
bless the throats.  He will call each side 
up and you will line up as we do for 
Communion. 

With one month until Ash Wednesday, the Church gently invites us to begin preparing—not just our calen-
dars, but our hearts. Lent does not arrive suddenly; it is meant to be entered thoughtfully, prayerfully, and with 
intention. These next  weeks are a gift: a quiet threshold before the holy season of repentance, renewal, and 
deeper conversion. 

Ash Wednesday will soon remind us of a sobering truth we often try to forget: “Remember that you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return.” Yet this reminder is not meant to discourage us. Instead, it opens the door to 
hope—a call to turn away from sin and return to the Gospel. 
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FAITHH FORMATIONN 
PARISH MINISTRIES

Adoration:
Daytime & Nighttime:

    Brian Highland
olfnocturnaladoration@gmail.com

Altar Servers:   Fr. Paul Hrebenko
203-762-3928
pastor@olfwilton.org
Bible Study: Fr. Paul Hrebenko
203-762-3928
Columbiettes: 
    Patty Terranova
p.a.terran@gmail.com
Extraordinary Ministers of the 
Holy Eucharist: 
    Patty Terranova
p.a.terran@gmail.com
Funeral Hospitality: 
    Jeannie Rubsam
therubsam5@sbcglobal.net
Growing For Good: 
    Kathleen Rooney 
roonskath@gmail.com
High School Bible Study
Maggie Kelly
kmaggiechris@gmail.com
Kennedy’s Rosary Project: 
    Mae Tighe   maetighe@aol.com
Knights of Columbus: 
Grand Knight—
    Mike Healy
WiltonKnightsOfColum-
bus@gmail.com
http://
www.wiltonknightsofcolumbus.com/
Lectors: 
    Louis Furlo
louis.furlo@morleynet.com
Men’s Ministry: 

Mom’s Book Club:
    Maggie Kelly & Amy Palma
kmaggiechris@gmail.com
Our Lady’s Association: 
    Anne Novitsky  203-762-7503
Respect Life: 
    Kathleen Dineen   203-762-7674
Social Media: 
  socialmedia@olfwilton.org
Soup Kitchen/Food Pantry 
Ministry: 
    Sharon Steinberg     
mcsharon100@optonline.net
Spiritual Break Group: 
    Ann Scozzafava 203-858-1867
Ushers: 
    Bob Lenihan         203-216-5348
Bigleni@icloud.com
Walking With Purpose-(Girls)
    Maggie Kelly kmaggiechris@gmail.com
Youth Group 

If  your child has received First Holy 
Communion and would like to be 
trained to be an Altar Server, please 
call the office to let us know so Fr. 
Paul can start a class.

SHARINGG OURR FAITHH 
Many non-practicing Catholics may be wondering what steps they need 
to take to return to the Church. They should know that our loving Lord 
always welcomes back with open arms those who have been “away.” 
The first step would be to go to confession at any Catholic Church, or 
make an appointment with a Priest. There you can discuss what has kept 
you away and what concerns still linger. Then start attending Mass again. 

Read the Bible and reflect on the message. Most im-
portantly, remember that you are not alone. Your local 
parish community is here to help you and our heavenly 
Father will guide you.

Today, January 25, the elementary Faith Formation 
students will attend Mass and class. Next week, Feb-
ruary 1, the middle school students will meet at the 

4:30 Mass and attend class until 6:30 PM. 

Parents of First Communicants will 
meet on Tuesday, February 3, at 
6:00 PM, in the church. This is an 
important meeting with many details 

about the fist Communion ceremony. BLESSED books for home prepara-
tion will be distributed to each family. These books will be checked for 
comprehension and completion in March during class time. Please spend 
time with your child reading the sections and enjoying the accompanying 
videos.

Do you know someone who has asked questions about our religion and 
has expressed an interest in exploring the teachings and traditions of the 
Catholic faith? If so ,please invite that non-Catholic 
man or woman to learn about becoming a member of 
our Catholic community. Call (203-762-9080) or 
email (krooney@olf wilton.org) Kathleen Rooney to 
discuss the steps to begin the process. All are wel-
come!

"For the Lord sees not as man sees; man looks on the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart"

(1 Samuel 16:7).



0964 Our Lady of Fatima, Wilton, CT       Page  6

Don’t Take God Out of the Human Story                Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson
As a “late to the table” lover of history, I realize that I must choose a topic. So, I can join the tots who can 
rattle off the names of prehistoric lizards like. Tyrannosaurus Rex and Triceratops. Or I can join the 
ranks of those who rate Ken Burns’ treatment of the Civil War as a masterpiece. Or I can take an interest 

in the record of NASA. But with my calling as a priest factored in, I 
know I will always revert to the story of God’s involvement in human 
history as the best historical topic of all. Today’s Gospel passage re-
minds me of that wonderful, recorded walk along the shore of Jesus 
Christ, God’s Son.

St. Matthew chronicles the event in somewhat stark terms in today’s 
Gospel passage. We yearn for some details, like facial expressions or 
voiced responses. But Matthew’s interest is how quick and unreserved 
the two sets of brothers give Our Lord in response. Little do they 
know what is ahead.

Surely the Holy Spirit has a message here for all of us who hear or 
read about this incident. What response would you or I have given Je-
sus that day? What response do we give Him this day? How would we 
write our personal history?

I came across a respected scholar who calls what Matthew is describing this way: “Covenant 
grace builds upon, perfects and elevates our human nature.” The bond we have with God sets the 
stage. Sadly, it is a bond largely forgotten by our 
secular culture. So, events get recorded with not 
even a nod to God’s part. Take God out of the hu-
man story and it is a dull one all around.

So, we can perk up with Isaiah’s timeless an-
nouncement of a new day. We can join St. Paul’s 
unity campaign. Why? Because despite the down-
ward pull the world around us seems to exert, 
goodness and light always break through. You will 
notice it in every good person you know. Especially 
if they are authentic Christians. What a good feel-
ing it is to know that Our Lord Jesus Christ notices 
us; He loves us and wants our personal history to 
be bound up with His. That is what happens every 
time we go to Mass. Never let any obstacle get in 
your way and remember that He calls us by name 
to join Him. He guarantees that: “The task ahead of 
us is never as great as the Power behind us.”

God love you and give you His peace
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Individual • Couple • Family
Counseling & Psychotherapy

 Adults • Adolescents • Children
Barbara Despres,

LCSW, ACSW
89 Blue Ridge Rd. 
(Off  Rte. 7), Wilton
203-834-0187

36 W. 44 St., NYC, NY
212-697-2307

ASSOCIATES
of Wilton

PSYCHOTHERAPY

www.caraluzzis.com

Kane Funeral Home
Traditional & Cremation Services 

Pre-Planning & Pre-Funding
www.jowdykanefuneralhome.com

Daniel P. Jowdy, Director      203-438-6597

Mention this ad for a 10% OLF Parishioner Discount

www.thevitalstretch.com

Connecting 
businesses to 

customers 
in realtime!

• Basic Estate Planning
• Criminal Defense
• Bodily Injury
• Referrals for all Legal Needs

15 River Rd., Wilton
203-529-6897

www.blackslawgroup.com

Kevin Black Sr.
Kevin Black Jr.
Parishioners

Magner
Funeral Home

Tradi  onal - Crema  on - Preplanning
203-866-5553

Family Owned and Operated
for 5 Generations
Established 1912

www.MagnerFuneralHome.com

A Garden of Remembrance
It’s five years since Bishop Frank Caggiano came to Our 
Lady of Fatima parish on Aug. 15, 2020 to bless and dedi-
cate our Philip Tai Lauria Memorial/Prayer Garden.  It is 
inspiring to see people come by to remember in prayer 
family members and friends whose names have been in-
scribed on the granite plaques and pavers placed on and 
around the cruciform structure.
In his comments that day, the Bishop described the me-
morial as “a garden of dedication and remembrance,” call-
ing it “a great gift” to the parish.
The garden is a spiritual oasis in the midst of a busy com-
munity.  Benches on either side of the structure provide 
comfort to those who use the space as a place to reflect 
and pray.
Close to 75 plaques are in place. More are available.  In-
formation on how to purchase a space is available at the 
Parish Office: (203) 762-3928; bookkeeper@olfwilton.org.

Feast Day of  St. Thomas Aquinas: 
January 28

DDominicc 
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Largest Showroom
On the East Coast

sales•service•installation

136 Water Street
Norwalk, CT 06854

(203) 847-1284
edsgaragedoors.com

Family Owned Since 1972

West Rock Shell
FOREIGN CAR 
SPECIALIST

Complete Automotive Service
(203) 847-2021
lancker@optonline.net

640 Main Ave. • Norwalk, CT
Larry Anker • Kevin Ancker

Residential & Commercial
Mike Amato

203-834-9715

167 Danbury Rd.

203-762-7370
www.oremsdiner.com

Wilton’s...Wilton’s...
Very OwnVery Own

Village
Market

203-762-7283

DEVINE
BROS.
S I N C E  1 9 1 8

Propane • Bioheat & Home Heating Oil
24 Hr. Heating & Cooling Service

203-866-4421203-866-4421
www.devinebioheat.com
www.devinebrosinc.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 
SERVICE & INSTALLATION SERVICE & INSTALLATION 

OIL & PROPANE DELIVERY
24 Hour Emergency Service

203-762-7994
ServcoOil.com

387 Danbury Road, Wilton
CT License #S1-0387053 HOD# 84

West Church Street • Wilton, CT
BoutonFuneralHome@yahoo.com 203-544-8461

Serving Wilton
& Georgetown

Since 1889

Realtor
Serving Wilton, 

Norwalk and all of 
Fairfi eld County

203-451-5959

Valerie Wy anValerie Wy anSixth Generation ~ Family Owned

5 East Wall Street • Norwalk | www.norwalkfh.com | 203-847-7291

John Lesko
Owner /Director

Harding N  F. H
Director/Owner

J  J. H

F U N E R A L  H O M E
210 POST ROAD EAST, WESPORT, CT 06880
www.HardingFuneral.com • 203/227-3458

We Own and Operate Our Own Crematory
Funerals ~ Cremations ~ Memorials

199 Main Street, New Canaan, CT 06840
(203) 966-0700  www.HoytFuneralHome.com

T  M. G , C -O /D  (W  R )

N  F. C , C -O / D
K  L , F  /M  R .

B  G , F  D

Fairfield County Bank
203-431-7211

www.fairfieldcountybank.com

NMLS ID 516624

For all Veterinary inquiries & reservations:
Please call us at 203-838-8421

For All Boarding House Inquiries Call 203-866-2383
726 Connecticut Ave., Norwalk, CT 06854

Open 7 Days for Lunch & Dinner
FAST, FRESH DELIVERY!

Mon-Sat 11am-10pm
Sunday 12pm-9pm
pinocchiopizzact.com(203) 762-3700 Investment advice off ered through Merit Financial Group, LLC, 

an SEC registered investment adviser.

WILTON
203-403-3804

www.meritfa.com

AFRAID of the Dentist!??
It’s NORMAL

We Can HELP!
With

SEDATION Dentistry
No Lectures, No Guilt

203-762-5800
27 Danbury Road | Wilton WiltonDentist.com

Serving Westport,
Wilton, Norwalk, Darien,

New Canaan, Weston
Senior Relocation • Downsizing • Decluttering

Estate Sales & Online Auctions • Home Cleanouts
203-299-2181 • https://www.caringtransitionsofnorwalkct.com

Call for a Free
Consultation!

Proudly serving
Wilton since 1978

Plan Your
Trip Today! 

203-762-2551

Pl
Tri

Custom rosaries, chaplets
jewelry & keepsakes made with 

wedding and funeral flowers
ROSARIESFROMFLOWERS.COM

978-851-9103

CONTACT ME
Judy McNee

jmcnee@jppc.net | (203) 856-9085

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY 
IN THE COMMUNITY
Place Your Ad Here

to Support Our Parish!

SINCE
1948

There’s Always
Something Cooking At:

401 Westport Avenue, Norwalk
203-847-2471 • www.aitoro.com

APPLIANCES • HDTV • HOME THEATER

F R E E
DOWNLOAD!Check out the 

latest off erings 
by your 

bulletin sponsors 
by downloading 

our app
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