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Proudly Supporting 
BISD Athletics!

FirstTexasBank.bank

Go Tigers! Go Broncos!

Lake Belton drops tough game at A&M Consolidated
By Tony Adams
The Belton Journal

On Friday night in 
College Station, the Lake 
Belton Broncos and A&M 
Consolidated battled to open 
the 2025 season at Tigerland 
Stadium.

The Broncos were bitten by 
the turnover bug, as the Tigers 
converted three Lake turnovers 
into 17 points as Consol took 
the opening night win, 44-17.

Lake Belton reached 
the scoreboard first, as the 
Broncos connected snuffed out 
a fake put by the Tigers and 
Long Chung hit a 30-yard field 
goal to give the visitors a 3-0 
lead with 4:41 left in the first 
quarter.

Consol scored on a 70-yard 

run by Amarian Moore, but 
missed the point-after try to 
keep a 6-3 advantage with 2:39 
to go in the opening quarter.

A Bronco fumble set up an 
8-yard scoring run by Calvin 
Brightwell. Radley King’s 
PAT made it 13-3 Consol with 
59 seconds to play in the first 
period.

A three-and-out on the next 
possession and 27-yard punt by 
Davion Peters gave the Tigers 
the ball at the Consol 43.

Moore’s 40-yard touchdown 
scramble and King’s extra-
point extended Consol’s lead 
to 17, 20-3.

The Broncos will take on 
Round Rock McNeil at Tiger 
Field Thursday at 7 pm to 
continue their non-district 
schedule.
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EXTRACO BANKS WISHES THE
 BELTON TIGERS & LAKE BELTON BRONCOS

A SAFE & WINNING SEASON.

Member FDIC

ALWAYS ON YOUR

TEAM.

To find a consumer, business or premier 
product that fits your unique needs, 
visit extracobanks.com.
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justfitness247.com | 511 Lake Rd Belton

24 HOURSNO CONTRACTS

RISE UP!        RISE UP!   RISE UP!         RISE UP!

GO BIG RED!           GO BIG RED!         GO BIG RED!
We Support 

BISD Athletics!
Celebrating over 37 Years in Bell County 
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4330 S 5th St. Temple, TX 76502
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Exceptional Financial Knowledge – Uncompromising Service
The path towards financial stability may seem daunting. 
From an ever-changing tax code to the enormous amount 

of conflicting information and misinformation found 
on the web, finding the right partner to guide you, your 
family or your business is essential. We believe it is the 

diversity of our team’s interests and specialties within the 
practice of accounting that makes us a unique resource in 

the communities we serve.
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Belton tops Pflugerville 21-17
By Clay Whittington
The Belton Journal

PFLUGERVILLE – In the second half, 
Belton’s defense gave itself an opportunity 
to win. Then, the offense ensured it. 

After trailing Pflugerville Hendrickson 
the entire first half, the Tigers were in 
danger of falling into a double-digit 
deficit before their defense delivered 
three times — intercepting a pass in the 
end zone and forcing a pair of punts — 
and with 4 minutes, 53 seconds remaining 
in regulation, Belton capitalized. 

Junior quarterback Will Shepard 
punched in a two-yard touchdown to give 
the Tigers their first lead at 14-10, and the 
score propelled them to victory following 

one more rally.
The Hawks answered on the next 

drive with a 67-yard touchdown, but 
the play did not deflate Belton, and the 
Tigers engineered a game-winning drive, 
culminating with Shepard’s 16-yard 
touchdown pass to senior running back 
Gino Zecca with 1:16 to go, giving them 
a 21-17 victory.

Belton earned a measure of revenge for 
last year’s 14-0 loss to the Hawks with the 
outcome as Shepard completed 20 of 32 
passes for 213 yards and two touchdowns, 
while junior receiver Gavin Ross caught 
a dozen passes for 146 yards and a score. 

On the ground, junior running back 
Javier Planz carried the ball 21 times for 
76 yards.

While the final result was in the Tigers’ 
favor, things did not look promising early 
in the contest, which took some time to 
begin.

Lightning delays began affecting the 
game about an hour before its scheduled 
kickoff, and after a pair of suspensions, 

Continued on Page 10
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Go 
BiG Red
Smith Brothers Drive-In

Tiger Car Wash & Speed Wash
921 E. 6th • Belton • 939-2471

players made their way to the field for warmups. 
Then, with just five minutes until the game was set to start, 

another lightning delay literally sent teams from inside their 
inflatable tunnels back inside their respective locker rooms. 

Approximately 40 minutes later, the contest began, and 
immediately, the Tigers were in trouble. 

Hawks senior Trevor Morgan returned the opening kickoff 88 
yards for a touchdown, giving his team a 7-0 advantage with only 
12 seconds elapsed from the clock.

Belton responded by forcing a turnover on downs and recovering 
a fumble, but the Tigers were unable to generate enough offense 
to reach the end zone and went into the second period trailing by 
seven points. 

Hendrickson added to its advantage on its first drive of the 
quarter as senior kicker Brennan Mercado sent a 35-yard field 
goal attempt through the uprights.

Moments later, however, Belton ended its drought.
After a Hawks’ penalty on fourth down kept the Tigers’ drive 

alive, Shepard found Ross for a 41-yard touchdown with 5:08 
seconds remaining in the half. 

The squads exchanged turnovers on downs in the ensuing 
drives, but Belton almost scored with time expired after blocking a 

last-second 45-yard field goal attempt, allowing Azian Wilkinson 
to scoop up the ball and return it into Hendrickson territory. He 
could not cross the goal line, though.

Wilkinson also had an interception in the end zone to end a 
Hendrickson drive that began at its own 6-yard line. 

Additionally, the Tigers intercepted a pass with 39 seconds 
remaining in regulation to secure the victory after the Hawks 
attempted to put together a go-ahead drive with time expiring. 

Belton will look to build on its performance Friday, when it 
returns to the field, traveling to play Georgetown. The Eagles 
won last year’s encounter 39-10.
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IT’S ALWAYS
Smile SeaSon

207 WeStfield Blvd. • Temple, TX 76502 • 254.899.2500 • WeSttempleorthodonticS.com

PROUD SUPPORTER OF BELTON AND LAKE BELTON FOOTBALL

LARRISSA CALI, DMD, MSD
BOARD CERTIFIED

20252025

TigersTigers BroncosBroncos
Aug 21 / 07:00 PM

VS Shoemaker Tiger Stadium Belton, TX
Aug 29 / 07:00 PM

AT Hendrickson HS P� eld P� ugerville, TX
Sep 05 / 07:00 PM

AT Georgetown High School Georgetown, TX
Sep 12 / 07:00 PM

VS East View High School Belton, TX
Sep 19 / 07:00 PM

VS San Angelo Central Belton, TX
Sep 26 / 07:00 PM

AT Cuero High School Cuero, TX
Oct 09 / 07:00 PM

VS C.E. Ellison Belton, TX
Oct 17 / 07:00 PM

AT University High School Waco, TX
Oct 24 / 07:00 PM

VS Rudder High School Belton, TX
Oct 30 / 07:00 PM

VS Waco High School Belton, TX
Nov 07 / 07:00 PM

AT Brenham High School Brenham, TX

Aug 21 / 06:30 PM
AT Copperas Cove, Copperas Cove, TX

Aug 29 / 07:00 PM
AT A&M Consolidated HS College Station, TX

Sep 04 / 07:00 PM
AT McNeil High School Cedar Park, TX

Sep 11 / 07:00 PM
VS Killeen High School Belton, TX

Sep 26 / 07:00 PM
VS Rouse High School Belton, TX

Oct 03 / 07:00 PM
AT East View High School Georgetown, TX

Oct 10 / 07:00 PM
VS Glenn HS Tiger Stadium Belton, TX

Oct 17 / 07:00 PM
VS Leander HS Tiger Stadium Belton, TX

Oct 24 / 07:00 PM
AT Cedar Park HS Cedar Park, TX

Oct 31 / 07:00 PM
VS Georgetown High School Belton, TX

Nov 06 / 07:00 PM
AT Chaparral High School Killeen, TX
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